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PREFACE XI

Preface 

It has been said that the last part of a Christian to be con-
verted is his or her wallet!1 Whether that’s an accurate 
statement or not, it does seem that many Christians go 
through life without ever really thinking about giving. They 
may progress in almost every other area of their spiritual 
walk except in their stewardship of money. They appear to 
have no plan, priority or perspective relating to Christian 
giving, and what is given in the plate on Sunday is just the 
left-overs by way of spare cash. Special occasions may evoke 
from them a burst of liberality, but generally speaking, 
giving money to the work of the Lord and the furtherance of 
the Gospel does not figure much in their thinking. 
 As a result, the church at large is often strapped for 
money. Missionary societies struggle to support Christian 
workers in our difficult times. Pastors and leaders are 
sometimes forced to resort to unbiblical and even question-
able means for raising finance just to keep their church or 
society functioning. The great thrust of the Gospel is seri-
ously hampered by these deficiencies. God’s name is dis-
honoured in a world which ought to be seeing the reality of 
faith in those who claim to believe in a God of the impos-
sible. From time to time some pastors attempt to whip up  

                                            
1  Rev. Michael Baughen, taped study on 2 Corinthians 8 – 9.  
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their congregations to give more. There are calls for money 
during those occasions when things are getting tough. There 
are ‘pleading letters’ and other means by which leaders seek 
to extract more funds from their reluctant congregations!  
 At the other end of the scale there are those mega-
churches (mostly in North America) where money seems to 
be at the heart of everything. Nothing seems to matter more 
than money. The congregations are promised great rewards 
for giving. They are told that they will be blessed by God if 
they give. They will ‘prosper’ if they contribute liberally to 
the Lord’s work. Such churches often appear to achieve 
extraordinary levels of giving, but those same churches may 
well support extravagant programs and be led by pastors 
with very expensive and lavish tastes.  
 In recent years some of the North American tele-evan-
gelists have been exposed as having misappropriated vast 
sums of church monies for their own benefit—leading to 
prosecutions and gaol terms. It is hard to imagine a more 
public dishonouring of the Lord than this. Understandably 
these incidents have led the general public to view the 
Christian church as ‘big business’. Similar events have 
taken place in our country and have led to the same cynical 
mind-set among the non-churchgoing public. Without 
realising it, we have provided the non-believers with a ready 
‘out’ for not responding to the Gospel. 
 A biblical view of the place of money is rarely held by 
Christians these days. We are often ignorant of the fact that 
the Bible says much about money, and therefore our 
understanding of the subject is often distorted and misin-
formed. It seems that few pastors teach their congregations 
what the Scriptures say about money. If they do, then it is 
often a superficial and brief ‘sweep’ over the subject with  
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little or no application. Of course, it is easy to see why some 
pastors would feel uneasy talking often about money. Many 
godly leaders shy away from the subject fearing they might 
give the impression that money is their primary interest. 
But they go to the opposite extreme and hardly ever say 
anything to their people on the subject.  
 The following material has been assembled in an attempt 
to address some of the current attitudes regarding money 
and giving within the church. My own experience over forty-
five years has been the motivation for wanting to share with 
other believers something of the joy of giving.  
 At the heart of true giving is the need for a right theol-
ogy—not so much a theology of money or of giving, but a 
right theology of God himself. It is an understanding of the 
giving of God which provides the only true motive for us to 
give. Any so-called ‘Christian’ giving which is not prompted 
by God’s grace is ultimately no giving at all. That means our 
starting point must be an examination of God’s character 
and the nature of his giving to us. Without that background 
all other discussions about giving will be out of context and 
a wasted effort. We must start with God himself. We must 
begin where the Bible begins. We must focus our thinking 
on the character of God whose giving is profuse. Only then 
will we be in a position to think about our own motive and 
level of Christian giving. 
 It is my hope that this small document might change the 
lives of many. I know of few other fundamental principles 
which can so alter the life of a believer than a right under-
standing of the place of money and the blessing of grace-
giving within the context of the Christian church. For those 
willing to see things from God’s perspective and who 
respond in obedience and faith, an exciting adventure lies 
ahead!  
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 I acknowledge my indebtedness to those from whom I 
have especially learned a great deal over the years concern-
ing money and giving: my faithful parents; my one time 
pastor, Rev. Reg Hanlon; my friend Rev. Geoffrey Bingham; 
Dr. Oswald Smith—founder of Peoples Church, Toronto, 
Canada; and the Rev. Michael Baughen, one time rector of 
All Souls, Langham Place, London. Much of the material in 
this book has been crystallised in my thinking and worked 
out in my experience as a result of their combined teaching 
and example. 
 

John Dunn 
Chatswood, May 2000 
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1 

The Giving of God1 

When we discover that God is by nature the perfect Giver, 
then we begin to realise that giving is an essential part of 
our own humanity. We were created in his image and 
therefore designed to reflect all that he is. This means that 
from the beginning God gave us an in-built capacity to give! 
Although we are fallen, we have not lost the knowledge of 
that giving—however imperfect our actual giving may be. 
Jesus once said:  

 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 
(Luke 11:13). 
 

We may know what is ‘good’ for our children, but what kind 
of giving belongs to God? We can only discover the nature of 
God’s giving from the Scriptures: 

 
. . . God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you 
(James 1:5). 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change (James 1:17). 

                                            
1  Some material in this and the next chapter has been adapted from the 

NCTM Living Faith Studies, vol. 1, no. 3 and the NTCM Monday Pastors’ Study 
Group paper 5/2/96, both by Geoffrey Bingham. 
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James indicates that God’s giving is not only generous and 
ungrudging but always perfect. His giving never has any 
shadow, deceit or false motives behind it. There is no ‘catch’ 
to God’s giving! In other words, he never seeks to bribe us 
by his giving. Whereas the motives behind our giving are 
often questionable, that is not the case with God. His giving, 
and the gifts themselves, are always pure, always perfect: 

 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, provided it 
is received with thanksgiving (1 Tim. 4:4). 
 

God gives to us in creation, he gives to us in our redemption 
and he will give to us in the final restoration of all things at 
the end of the age. The Father, Son and Spirit are all 
involved in this lavish giving to humanity.  

THE FATHER, SON AND SPIRIT ALL GIVE 

The Father so loves us that he gave his Son (John 3:16). It 
was the Father who reconciled the world to himself in 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:19). It was the Father who did not spare his 
Son but freely gave him up for us all and who now 
graciously gives us all things (Rom. 8:32). It is the Father 
who gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask him (Luke 
11:13). It is the Father who causes his sun to shine on the 
evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous (Matt. 5:45). It is the Father who gives us our 
daily bread (Matt. 6:11). 
 Our Lord Jesus gave himself up freely for us when he 
died on the Cross. Although he was rich, it was out of his  
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grace that he became poor for our sakes (2 Cor. 8:9). The 
Son came, not to be served but to serve and give his life a 
ransom for many (Mark 10:45). It was the Son who loved us 
and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2). 
 From the outset of creation the Spirit has been giving to 
humanity. Thus, when the earth was formless and empty, 
and darkness was over the surface of the deep, the Spirit of 
God hovered over the waters and brought life (Gen. 1:2). It 
was the Spirit whom God breathed into Man so that he 
became a living being (Gen. 2:7). Hence the psalmist could 
say that when God sends his Spirit, all things are created, 
and it is he who renews the face of the earth (Ps. 104:30). 
Paul tells us that it is the Spirit who gives us life (2 Cor. 
3:6). It is the Holy Spirit who distributes to the church the 
wonderful charismata gifts (1 Cor. 12:4–6). 

GOD GIVES IN CREATION 

If we understand the Scriptures correctly, then we must 
come to the conclusion that, right from the outset, God is a 
covenant-keeping God. When he created us, it is as if he 
said: ‘I will be to you all that you will ever need!’ Thus, from 
the moment of our creation, he has been giving and giving 
and giving, in order that we might have all we need for life.  
 By the breath of God’s mouth all things were created, and 
should he withdraw this breath all things would perish. In 
other words, we are totally contingent upon God’s gift of life. 
Without him moment by moment giving us the gift of life 
and sustaining us we would die instantly: 

 
[God] himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things (Acts 17:25). 
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[God] has not left himself without a witness in doing good—giving 
you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food 
and your hearts with joy (Acts 14:17).  
 

At creation God lavished his gifts on us: 
 
He gave us the gift of glory in his moral image and likeness (Gen. 
1:26–27). 
 
He gave us the gift of life in his presence (Gen. 2:7–8).  
 
He gave us the gift of function and vocation within his creation (Gen. 
1:28–31; 2:15). 
 
He gave us the gift of supremacy over his creation (Ps. 8:1–8). 
 
He gave us the gift of having eternity set in our hearts (Eccl. 3:11). 
 

God’s mandate to Adam was immediately followed by the 
words: ‘See, I have given you . . .’ (Gen. 1:29). He then listed 
what had been given to Man for food and all that he would 
need in order to be a good steward of the vocation God had 
set before him. We had all we needed in order to live full, 
rich and enjoyable lives in the presence of our great God!  

 
[God] who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment (1 
Tim. 6:17). 
 

Back there at the beginning God gave us an incredible job 
description: we were to enjoy life as well as all the gifts he 
had provided for us. In the words of the Westminster Cate-
chism: the chief end of Man is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever. 

GOD GIVES IN SPITE OF THE FALL 

At the heart of Satan’s deceit and seduction at the time of 
mankind’s Fall was the insinuation that God had not given  
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enough. He convinced Adam and Eve to believe the lie that 
God had withheld certain things they were entitled to have!  

 
[Satan asked] ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden”? . . . You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil’ (Gen. 3:1, 4–5). 
 

That rejection of God by Adam and Eve was a rejection of 
his very nature as the true Giver. It was nothing less than a 
refusal to be thankful for the good gifts he had already 
given. In effect they were saying to God, ‘Your gifts are 
inadequate: You have not given us enough’. This lack of 
gratitude and our refusal to be thankful is now at the heart 
of humanity’s perversion of all things: 

 
For though they [mankind] knew God, they did not honor him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 
their senseless minds were darkened (Rom. 1:21).  
 

Following the Fall, humanity deteriorated into such cor-
ruption and violence that it was said, ‘every inclination of 
the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually’ (Gen. 
6:5). Nevertheless, in spite of the Fall, God continues to 
sustain and preserve the human race. Although he came 
close to wiping us out at the time of the Flood, he 
nevertheless renewed his covenant to Noah and so to the 
whole of mankind. Again and again those covenantal terms 
have been restated—to Abraham, Moses, David, and so 
forth. 

GOD GIVES IN REDEMPTION 

God planned our redemption before creation and his gift of 
salvation was given long before we rebelled against him!  
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This means that the gift of Christ himself as our crucified 
Lord was planned by the Father from before the foundation 
of the world. It is therefore in Christ’s coming as a man, as 
well as in his life, death and resurrection, that we see a 
profound display of God’s covenant love and covenant 
giving: 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life (John 3:16). 
 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought 
to lay down our lives for one another (1 John 3:16). 
 

His giving of his Son was with the view to us not perishing! 
In other words, in the face of our rebellion against him, God 
has never abandoned us. As a covenant-keeping God he has 
done all that is necessary in order that we might be 
redeemed. In fact, every step in the work of redemption 
constitutes a gift of God. He has given his very best for us—
his one and only Son. No wonder Peter advises us that we 
can entrust ourselves to ‘a faithful Creator’ (1 Pet. 4:19). At 
no point in history has God ever acted falsely within the 
creation he has established. On the contrary, he has never 
let slip one detail of his creational covenant with Man. No 
matter how much Man (and rebellious celestial creatures) 
may have abused and misused the gifts of God, these gifts 
are not recalled. He has gone on giving and giving and 
giving—being to us all that we need!  
 God’s giving is seen in what he does. His acts tell us that 
he is the great Giver. But the Scriptures help us understand 
the heart of God by allowing us to see something of what we 
might call the internal giving of the Godhead. The Father 
gives to the Son, the Son gives to the Father, and the Spirit 
gives to both Father and Son.  
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As One they give to each other. It is out of this internal 
giving-heart of the Triune God that we experience the full-
ness of his giving. Hence in John 17 Jesus prays to the 
Father just before the crucifixion: 

 
The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one . . . Father, I desire that those also, whom 
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, 
which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world (John 17:22, 24).  
 

(Read the whole chapter carefully and note the number of 
times the verb ‘to give’ is used.)  
 Verse 24 of John 17 gives us a vital insight. God gave the 
Son glory because he was loved before the creation of the 
world. The fact that the Father loved him before creation 
says it all: to love is to give. ‘The Father loves the Son and 
has placed all things in his hands’ (John 3:35). When God 
gave his Son for our salvation he really gave himself. 

TO LOVE IS TO GIVE 

The Father loves the Son and he gives to us because we too 
are loved. If God loves the Shepherd for giving his life for 
the sheep, how much must he love the sheep? (John 10:11, 
17). To truly love is to give. Or to put it another way, true 
giving only ever flows out of genuine love. Here then is the 
heart of the matter. How much do we understand God’s love 
for us? How clearly have we seen the grace of God towards 
us in Christ? To what extent have we been overwhelmed by 
the grace and love and goodness of God? Do we see that we 
live every moment of every day  
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by the grace of God? Do we understand that if Jesus said, 
‘the Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees 
the Father doing’ (John 5:19), then how much less can we? 
Do we take seriously the words of Jesus: ‘Apart from me you 
can do nothing’ (John 15:5)? Do we see that we are impotent 
to do or be anything in life without God acting in us and 
through us? Has God’s love for us in Christ taken hold of us 
through and through, or is redemption just a doctrine we 
believe to be true and to which we faithfully adhere? Have 
we given ourselves totally and utterly to God the Giver? 
Have we understood that if the gift is detached from the 
Giver, then it is no longer essentially the gift? Have we 
recognised that we are dehumanised when we fail to relate 
to God as the Giver? Have we therefore surrendered our life 
to him—not in any contractual sense, but out of pure 
thanksgiving for all that he has done to redeem us? Do we 
truly worship him—not just in word, but by a life lived to 
and for his glory?  
 The point of these questions is not to bring any guilt or 
pressure on anyone, but to focus our attention on the real 
issue that ought to be the basis of our own giving. Our 
giving must flow out of an awareness and recognition of 
God’s giving. If we do not wish to accept his giving to us, 
then we have no true basis whatever for giving to him—or 
to anyone else for that matter! John says ‘we love because 
he first loved us’ (1 John 4:10). It might be equally said: ‘we 
give because he first gave to us’. Only God himself is love, 
and we are incapable of truly loving apart from him. God is 
the Giver, and we are equally incapable of truly giving apart 
from him. Human loving and giving that is unrelated to God 
will always have an ‘agenda’ attached to it, whereas only 
loving and giving which flows out of a true relationship with 
the Father will be genuine. 
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 True giving then takes in far more than just our money 
and material possessions—though it certainly includes both. 
It is first and foremost a giving of ourselves to the Father. In 
2 Corinthians 8 Paul commended the Macedonians for their 
willingness to give money with liberality, but puts their 
action in a true perspective when he says: ‘For, as I can 
testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and 
even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the 
privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints—and this, 
not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and, by the will of God, to us’ (2 Cor. 8:3–5). 

THANKSGIVING 

Thanksgiving is closely linked with giving. As we saw 
above, the immediate result of Man’s rejection of God was 
that ‘they did not honour him as God or give thanks to him’ 
(Rom. 1:21). By contrast, thanksgiving will flow from those 
who deliberately and willingly receive God’s great gifts of 
grace. The dynamic effects of God’s giving cannot but show 
themselves in the lives of believers. This was certainly true 
in the early church at the practical level of sharing their 
possessions: 

 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 
all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together 
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved (Acts 2:44–47). 
 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common. With great  
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power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need 
(Acts 4:32–35). 
 

 The Book of Acts (to say nothing of other parts of the New 
Testament) teaches us that thanksgiving towards God 
showed itself when believers gave towards others. The key 
principle was: ‘No one said that any of the things they pos-
sessed was his own’. This is quite a remarkable statement 
when pondered, and goes clean contrary to the way the 
world thinks! It reminds us of Paul’s injunction:  

 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others (Phil. 2:3–4). 
 

This is what Christ did. He placed our interests before his 
own. Thus the love of God, the grace of salvation, and the 
restoring of Man in the image of God—all these give cause 
for thanksgiving. Throughout the New Testament, thanks-
giving in the forms of gratitude and doxology are many, as 
the following illustrate:  

 
. . . giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:20). 
 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God (Phil. 4:6). 
 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light (Col. 1:11–
12). 
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (Col. 
3:17). 
 
. . . give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you (1 Thess. 5:18). 
 

 We only remain alive each day because of the grace of 
God. We live and move and have our being entirely in him 
(Acts 17:28). Everything we experience of life is ultimately 
his gift to us. The Father, Son and Spirit are all involved in 
this daily giving to us all that we need for life and salvation. 
It is only as we come to recognise this great fact and are 
deeply conscious of our utter dependence upon him every 
moment of every day that we will begin to give him thanks. 
Out of gratitude for his gracious giving we will begin to 
learn what it means to give as he gives. 
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2 

Giving: Grace or Contract? 

COMMUNION AND WORSHIP 

At the heart of our relationship with the Father is the 
reality of communion—‘common-union’. In Christ we have 
been brought into a common-union with the Father and, as 
a result, have come to share and know in depth who he is. 
And the more we enter into that communion with the 
Father, so the more of what he is and who he is begins to 
permeate our lives. The fact is, God has designed us for 
communion with himself and outside of that creational 
communion we are less than the creatures he has destined 
us to be. We are sub-human apart from communion with the 
Living God. In other words, human beings have been 
designed to be one with their Creator!  
 True worship then contains both praise and thanksgiving 
and flows out of a knowledge and understanding of the 
nature of God and his gracious giving towards us. When we 
worship, it is not that we give anything to God, but rather, 
we recognise, acknowledge and applaud what he already is. 
The more we see who he is and what he has  
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done, the more we are built up and encouraged and so the 
deeper we enter into that communion with him. Out of that 
communion will flow a deepening desire to share what we 
have and are with others. The Father has shared all that he 

is and has with us, and we will wish to do no less in our 
human relationships. As we come to recognise God’s gifts to 
us and to worship him accordingly, so we are edified.  
 Of course, it is not easy to enumerate the vastness of 
God’s gifts to us. It is often difficult to even recognise all 
that he has accomplished on our behalf. But we must learn 
to worship in such a manner as is consistent with all that he 
is as our Father–Creator–Redeemer. Why should we praise 
God? Is it just out of gratitude that he has saved us? Is it 
that we are concerned first and foremost for what he has 
done for us, or is it primarily because of who he is? 
 One of the great blessings of seeing who God is as the 
great Giver, is that we are relieved of tension. It allows us to 
relax and not have to worry about tomorrow (Matt. 6:34). 
We will have a growing confidence that he is able to supply 
all our needs according to his abundant riches in glory (Phil. 
4:19). There will be a settled gratitude in our hearts where 
we are free from debilitating worry. That’s why we need to 
read and re-read the Sermon on the Mount! Jesus said: 
‘Don’t be anxious, don’t take any thought for tomorrow, 
tomorrow will take care of itself. Trust the Father—seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you’ (see Matt. 6:25–34). When Paul wrote 
to the Philippians he was confident of God’s intention to 
supply all their needs—and it might be noted that he was in 
gaol when he penned this letter to them! 
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I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-
fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can 
do all things through him who strengthens me . . . And my God will 
fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:12–13, 19). 

OUR DENIAL OF GOD’S GIVING 

God knows best how to give to us. His giving is not willy-
nilly, but he knows how to give according to our needs, 
irrespective of what we may want. Since we are in God’s 
image, of all his creatures, only Man has the ability to give 
and receive. Selfish Man does not receive so much as take, 
and he does not give so much as withhold or bargain for a 
return when giving. Even when someone appears to be 
giving in a ‘pure’ manner, there is usually an ego-motive 
just below the surface. As fallen, selfish, rebellious crea-
tures we demean God’s giving. We distort his good giving 
and, in so doing, demean ourselves. We abuse and misuse 
his gifts—denying his love for us—and forfeit the blessing 
these gifts would be to us if they were received aright. Our 
denial of God’s good giving deprives us of true life and true 
meaning to life. We have lost sight of the powerful 
statements of Scripture:  

 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change (James 1:17). 
 
. . . God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly (James 1:5). 
 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, 
provided it is received with thanksgiving (1 Tim. 4:4). 
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. . . God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment (1 
Tim. 6:17). 
 
[The Father] makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous (Matt. 5:45). 
 
In him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).  
 

 When we oppose things as they really are, then we are 
opposing the fundamental principle that God gives in order 
that we might give. Instead, we discriminate in our giving. 
But with God, there is no such partiality and no catch to his 
giving. He simply gives to us and we ought to receive; we 
are intended to share what he gives by giving to others as 
he has given to us. The trouble is, we fight against receiving 
from God and of giving to others! When we refuse to respond 
to divine giving; when we deny his expectation that we will 
give to others; when we refuse to be thankful for his 
giving—then we can understand why the human race is in 
such misery! Instead of simply receiving from him and 
giving to others, we negotiate! We are contractual in our 
relationship with him! We are suspicious of his straight-out 
giving. We are sure there must be a catch to it somewhere. 
We feel certain that we must somehow strike a deal with 
God: ‘If I do this, then God will do that’; ‘If I live up to this 
code of conduct then I will know God’s blessing’; ‘God helps 
those who help themselves’; and so forth. 

CONTRACTUAL GIVING 

As fallen beings we cannot comprehend that all God’s giving 
is in grace and flows out of his heart of love. We are deeply 
suspicious of grace. We are deeply wary of  
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anything that comes to us ‘without cost’. This being the 
case, our whole relationship with God is likely to be 
coloured by this suspicion, and hence our approach to him 
will always be contractual. Could it be we have never 
realised that our Christian life may have become nothing 
less than a round of negotiations with God? It is very subtle. 
In our minds we trade off what we will and won’t do. We 
concoct unspoken terms with God as to how far we will go in 
our walk with him. We have our cut-off points. We will go so 
far and no further. ‘If God will do this for me then I will do 
such and such.’ Contract! 
 Have we forgotten that the Father did not hold back his 
only Son but offered him up freely for us all? Have we 
forgotten Paul’s great question: ‘He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else?’ (Rom. 8:32). Until we 
come to understand the nature of God’s giving we will never 
be in a position to give aright to others. Unless we have 
been captivated by grace then we will never be able to give 
out of grace. Our giving will not be ‘gracious giving’. It will 
be giving by contract. It will be giving by compulsion. It will 
be giving out of a sense of duty. The trouble is, even some 
Christians see God’s gifts and giving as contractual or 
conditional. This is clearly not the case when Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 5:43–48 are considered:  

 
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, what more are you doing than others?  
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Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.  

 Our modern society tends to live not by giving but by 
contract. Even many marriages are little more than con-
tracts. By definition a contract is a bilateral agreement 
between two parties for their mutual benefit in exchange for 
goods or services. It is a virus that is undermining our 
whole society and has now invaded the church and its the-
ology. We have begun to think of our relationship with God 
as a contract. ‘If I do this, God will do that.’ We must 
therefore ask ourselves the question: ‘How contractual am I 
in my worship?’ The point is, depending on how we see God 
and how we worship him, so that will determine how we 
give. True giving comes out of honour and thankfulness to 
God. It is when we come to understand the character of 
God-the-Giver and see the giving-heart of our God that we 
will be moved to give in a manner that is consistent with his 
giving.  
 Some Christians see that God gives but, to them, only on 
certain terms. If these terms are not met, then his giving 
will cease. They look at those parts of Scripture where it 
speaks about God’s judgment coming on covenant-law-
breakers, and they fail to see that this is not a punitive 
aspect of some contract. Such judgments are for those who 
abuse the free giving of God! If we only see God’s giving as 
contractual, then we will never really see him as pure Giver, 
and his work of grace will likewise be interpreted as 
conditional. This leads to the overwhelming conclusion that 
the person who receives contractually from God will also give 
contractually to him. At the heart of this is the basic 
principle: If we think God gives to us conditionally or only 
on certain terms, then that is the way we will give to him.  
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CULTURAL CONSTRAINTS ON TRUE GIVING 

In many cultures, true giving is almost wholly unknown. 
Often there is an elaborate process of giving but it is on the 
principle of quid pro quo: ‘You scratch my back and I’ll 
scratch yours!’ We think that to receive and not to give 
back—at least the equivalent—is to deceive the first giver. 
It is understood that all giving is in the nature of a bribe—
however disguised this may appear to be. My friend, Pastor 
Kazuo Sekine, explains that there are two Japanese words 
which express this in his culture. Giri is one’s duty to do 
something for another—an obligation to pay. On is a sense 
of indebtedness after receiving something. When two people 
meet there is an immediate dynamic which obligates each to 

respond by doing something for the other afterwards. There 
is this in-built sense of obligation to have to give back. It 
has nothing whatever to do with whether one feels like it or 
not. It is a cultural obligation. This shows why it is difficult 
to preach the Gospel in such a culture. The idea of God as 
the great Giver who does not make demands is unheard-of. 
That he does not expect or look for any return for his giving 

is completely foreign in their thinking. A God of grace?—
unbelievable! No wonder a very common question in Japan 
is: ‘What kind of religion do you do?’  
 Many cultures do not have any term for ‘thank you’, and 
the Western ways of giving which have sprung from the 
Christian Gospel are looked upon with great suspicion. 
Thus most cultures understand their gifts and sacrifices to 
deities as bribes of sorts. Thanksgiving for what their deity 
has supposedly done for them does not enter their thinking. 
Giving thanks to God is a particularly Christian action —
and flows only from seeing his love and grace. 
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 Although this contractual approach and understanding of 
God is seen very clearly in some Eastern cultures, it is 
nevertheless deeply rooted in ours also. We are all fallen 
creatures who are in debt to a holy God. We instinctively 
believe we have to bargain for a better position. We feel sure 
that we have to manoeuvre to gain for ourselves a more 
likely acceptance. That’s why grace starves the ego. We 
can’t believe God just gives and gives and gives. We hang on 
to our determination to have a finger in it somewhere! 
Sadly, much of our evangelical Christianity is also deeply 
permeated with this contractual virus. No matter how much 
we may think we believe in the doctrine of grace, we 
nevertheless tend to preach and teach and live 
contractually. All this has the result of deeply influencing 
the way in which we manage our money and the way in 
which we give to God and to others. 
 If we were simply to launch into a great study on money 
and giving we would all be under guilt, thinking we ought to 
give more. But if we see the full heart and grace of God and 
his open giving to us, we will see that it is all his anyway. 
‘For all things come from you, and of your own have we 
given you’ (1 Chron. 29:14). It is this perspective which will 
enable us to delight in passing his gifts on to others. Our 
whole attitude towards money will alter. 

ALL IS GOD’S GIFT 

In contrast to a contractual view of giving, we come back to 
see God’s free and gracious giving. There is nothing we need 
in order to be true persons which he has not already 
provided and which he does not go on supplying. From the 
moment of birth every human being lives by God’s  
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gifts and in his constant giving. Our conception in the womb 
is God’s gift (Ps. 139:13–16). Our continuing biological life is 
his gift (Ps. 104:29–30). The natural world into which we 
are born is his gift. Our natural talents and abilities are all 
his gift. Our human achievements in every vocation and 
endeavour are his gift. Our families and friends are his gift. 
Marriage is his gift. Being single is his gift. All our loving 
relationships with others are his gift. Salvation through 
Christ is his gift. Our renewed spiritual life is his gift. Faith 
and repentance are both his gifts. Our spiritual charismata 
are all from his hand as pure gift (1 Cor. 12). The promise of 
eternal life is his gift. The coming final triumph over evil is 
his gift. The great end chapter of the restored Eden is his 
gift. All is God’s gift. Well might the question be asked: 
‘What do you have that you did not receive? And if you 
received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?’ (1 Cor. 
4:7). Charles Spurgeon once said, ‘There have been many 
who would do well if they would learn that they have 
nothing beyond what God has given them. And the more 
God has given them, the more they are in debt!’1 
 Since all we have and are is a gift from God we ought to 
be men and women of thanksgiving. Our hearts ought to be 
constantly filled with the wonder of his grace towards us, 
and therefore we ought to be moved to expressions of 
profound thanks and gratitude. One of the primary ways in 
which such thanksgiving is expressed is that we give in the 
way he has given. As those who have been created in God’s 
image, it is an inconsistency for us not to be 

                                            
1  Charles Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His Best, Baker Book House Co., Grand 

Rapids, 1988, p. 199. 
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generous givers! God loves a cheerful giver because that is 
how he is (2 Cor. 9:7).  
 We should ponder Jesus’ words:  

 
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good 
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If 
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; 
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do 
not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for 
the measure you give will be the measure you get back (Luke 6:32–
38). 
 

 We tend to think of giving only in terms of money, but 
giving is in a much broader context than that. Giving is in 
the context of forgiving; it is in the context of loving; it is in 
the context of serving; it is in the context of being kind; it is 
in the context of meeting the enemy with good deeds; it is in 
the context of sharing one’s gifts with others so that they 
might benefit. Ultimately, giving is all to do with rela-
tionships: 

 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all 
the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation;  
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the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to 
what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers (Rom. 12:3–13).  
 

 Giving is being like the Most High. We are true sons and 
daughters of the Father when we act in the same way as he 
has acted towards us. True giving is therefore the giving of 
ourselves to God. It is the giving of ourselves to our fellow 
creatures who are in his image. It is in the doing of good to 
all men, especially to those who are of the household of faith 
(Gal. 6:10). 
 We have already seen that praise and thanksgiving go 
together. It is in the fruit of the lips that we see the over-
spill of a full and grateful heart (Heb. 13:15). No wonder 
Jonathan Edwards once said that ‘all in the end will be 
music’. The person who has come to see and experience the 
great gift of God cannot but express that gratitude in praise 
and thanksgiving. But it is not just verbal, it is in the doing 
of the deeds of love—it is in the sharing of our gifts with 
others so that their real-life needs might be met. Love in the 
abstract must be translated into love in the concrete. In 
other words, it is not love in words and theory but love that 
is expressed in action and deeds. ‘But be doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves’ (James 
1:22). 
 There is nothing we need in order to be ‘God-like givers’ 
which he does not first give to us. If we think we are 
lacking, then we can ask. ‘If any of you is lacking in wisdom, 
ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and 
it will be given you’ (James 1:5). We  
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should ask and receive and know that he is the rewarder of 
those who diligently seek him.  
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3 

The New Heaven and  
the New Earth 

All God’s giving is with a view to the end chapter. He is 
about the business of reconciling rebellious men and women 
to himself in order that he might have a vast family of sons 
and daughters who will love and worship him in spirit and 
truth. His gifts of creation and redemption are therefore all 
to this end purpose: 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will,  
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so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 
the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory (Eph. 1:3–14).  
 
Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God 
and they will be my children (Rev. 21:7).  
 

 The Scriptures are always pointing us to what lies ahead. 
Our attention is always being directed to the age to come. 
God is about a great thing in history—he is about the 
restoration of his family and his kingdom. He is about the 
stupendous task of bringing together the nations into one 
family—reversing the curse of the Fall. He is about the 
process of bringing to fruition the plan that was conceived 
at the very beginning—to re-unite all things in Christ. In 
order that his creation might once again be brought back 
into its creational purity, God is going to purge creation, 
once and for all, of every vestige of evil: 

 
But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been 
reserved for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruc-
tion of the godless. But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all 
to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything 
that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be 
dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading 
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance 
with his promise,  
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we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 
home (2 Pet. 3:7–13).  
 

 When God created, he pronounced each day’s work as 
‘good’. Thus there is nothing wrong or evil about God’s 
creation; it is the intrusion of sin which has polluted his 
order of things. When the end comes, he will not annihilate 
his creation but purge or cleanse it of everything that has 
morally defiled and infected it with evil. In that sense the 
creation will be ‘new’. It will be back to its original state and 
relationship to the Father. Thus the whole of God’s creation 
is on tiptoe, waiting with eager expectation for this great 
event!  

 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the 
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies (Rom. 8:18–
23). 
 

 Meantime, we Christians live in eager anticipation of the 
coming of this wonderful blessing. We long for the day when 
all the gifts of God will be brought together in this great 
climactic happening. Christ’s coming again will be an 
occasion of momentous joy for us because we will know that 
we will be brought back into glory—the glory we lost in the 
Fall: 

 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained  
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access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God (Rom. 5:1–2).  
 

 We taste now of that coming glory as the Spirit works in 
us day by day to conform us more and more to be like 
Christ, so that when we finally see him we will be like him! 

 
And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as 
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight 
momentary affliction [featherweight suffering] is preparing us for an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at 
what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal (2 Cor. 4:16–18). 
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 
him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure (1 John 3:1–3).  

GIVING RELATES TO OUR PERSPECTIVE 

When we understand that everything in life—and in the life 
to come—is the gift of the Father, not only does our per-
spective of the present change, but so too does our per-
spective of the future. We look forward. We look ahead with 
eager anticipation. We only have the first fruits now,  
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but the full harvest is soon to come! We belong with the 
Father and we yearn to be in his presence. We will never be 
at peace until God’s new heaven and new earth have been 
instituted. Only then will we be back in our creational 
relationship with the Father, having inherited all the gifts 
he has gathered for us in his Son. 
 The coming again of Christ will be God’s gift to us no less 
than was his first coming. When he returns he will bring 
final judgment on all evil and on Satan and his hordes. In 
fact, their doom is settled already because of Christ’s victory 
on the Cross. For us, there will be the redemption of our 
bodies. We will receive new bodies—glorified bodies in 
which there will be no trace of sin or evil or guilt. All will be 
new! 

 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have 
a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our 
heavenly dwelling—if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not 
be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan under 
our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further 
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who 
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always confident; even though we 
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, 
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done 
in the body, whether good or evil (2 Cor. 5:1–10). 
 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the  
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heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus . . . But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it 
may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also 
enables him to make all things subject to himself (Phil. 3:13–14, 20–
21). 
 

 Meantime, we wait with expectation and hope for this 
incredible gift which is soon to be ours! 

 
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience (Rom. 8:24–25). 
 

 The wider creation will also snap back into focus, evil 
having been purged from its midst. The whole of God’s 
creation will be full of rejoicing! 

 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands (Isa. 55:12). 
 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say 
among the nations, ‘The LORD is king!’ Let the sea roar, and all that 
fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall the trees of 
the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge the 
earth. O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love 
endures forever (1 Chron. 16:31–34). 
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:6–9). 
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HE ENGIFTS US NOW WITH A VIEW  
TO THE END 

Meantime (as we saw from Rom. 12:3–13 in the last chap-
ter), God has engifted each one of us through the Holy 
Spirit. These spiritual gifts are with a view to that end plan. 
These gifts are for a purpose—his purpose not ours! They 
are with a view to the building of his church, the Body of 
Christ. They are with the view to us being able to fulfil the 
God-given role that has been set for us from before the 
foundation of the world. God has engifted all of us so that 
we might be useful and productive in the edifying or 
upbuilding of the people of God—fitting them and preparing 
them for the end time and the great culmination of history 
as we know it: 

 
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift (Eph. 4:7).  
 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good (1 Cor. 12:4–7).  
 
Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through 
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders (1 Tim. 
4:14).  
 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received (1 Peter 4:10).  
 
When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, 
a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up 
(1 Cor. 14:26).  
 

 The gifts of the Spirit are therefore like scaffolding 
around a building. It is not the scaffolding that is important  
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but the building which emerges at the end. The scaffold-
ing—though essential in the short term—is temporary. It is 
the building itself that counts. God’s gifts to us—important 
as they are in the short term—are therefore subservient to 
the end result. However, if we are locked into a self-serving 
lifestyle where the only thing that matters is what we can 
accomplish for ourselves, then we will have missed the 
whole reason for our existence. If we are self-oriented, self-
obsessed and self-motivated, then we are to be pitied. If our 
goals are not God’s goals, then we are destined to be deeply 
disappointed in the end. 
 God is working out his purposes in history whether we 
are with him in it or not. Wise and happy is the person who 
sees what life is all about and enters into the incredibly 
exciting and fulfilling role of being with God in what he is 
doing. We have been made for eternity. We are eternal 
creatures. We need to have an eternal perspective. 
Ultimately, the only thing that will last is that which has 
been sown to the Spirit:  

 
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you 
sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the 
flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the 
Spirit (Gal. 6:7–8).  
 

 What will survive the test at the end is that which is of 
gold, silver and precious stones: 

 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been 
laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—the 
work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 
work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation 
survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work  
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is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, 
but only as through fire (1 Cor. 3:11–15).1 
 

 Our ‘building’ and ‘sowing’ now must be with a view to 
the end chapter. Of ourselves we have nothing. Of ourselves 
we can do nothing. But in Christ we can do all things as he 
strengthens us. God is the Lover and the Giver. Wise the 
man or woman who, having seen their indebtedness to the 
grace of the Father, has learned to love and give in the same 
manner.  
 The new heaven and the new earth lie ahead. What a 
fantastic prospect! The presence of sin banished forever; 
Satan judged and exiled once and for all; no more suffering; 
no more pain; no more human guilt and evil. All gone! For 
the first time since Eden, humanity will know true fel-
lowship once again with the Father, Son and Spirit. The 
restoration will be complete: 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away.’ And  

                                            
1  In this passage Paul is warning other teachers and preachers to take care 

how they build on the foundation which he had laid in the church at Corinth. 
Christ is the basis on which all else is to be constructed and so others will either 
build with truth or error. Some could build with ‘wood, hay and stubble’ instead 
of with ‘gold, silver and precious stones’. In the end, the fire of the day of 
judgment will test out what sort of ‘building’ these teachers have constructed on 
the initial foundation of Christ. From this we may draw the implication that 
each Christian is ‘building’ a life of one sort or another on the foundation of 
Christ.  
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the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all 
things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as 
a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will 
inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the 
murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, 
their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which 
is the second death’ (Rev. 21:1–8). 
 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree 
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing 
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will 
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God 
will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever (Rev. 22:1–5). 
 
The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, 
‘Come.’ And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes 
take the water of life as a gift (Rev. 22:17).  
 

 Even in the new heaven and the new earth God will not 
have ceased giving and giving and giving. We too will have 
learned to give freely—just as he gives! 
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4 

The Love of Money 

Covetousness is one of the great dangers facing all 
Christians. No wonder care has been taken by the Lord in 
giving us some well-defined principles in the Scriptures 
which are intended to guide us in our attitude to money and 
wealth—both as individuals and as congregations. 
 The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes spoke often about 
the vanity of life if anything other than God is our focus. 
This includes money. He says that those who seek to 
accumulate wealth will never be satisfied by their efforts:  

 
The lover of money will not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of 
wealth, with gain. This also is vanity (Eccl. 5:10). 
 

 We have been designed to have God as the focal point of 
all that we are—of all that we do and say and think. 
Anything else will be an idol—a surrogate god. Money is 
probably the most common idol in our society. Human 
beings love to have lots of money! We love to accumulate 
material things around us—the things that money can buy. 
These give us a sense of security which falsely assures us 
that we will live longer. We feel certain that, as we get 
older, the more we have by way of possessions so the more 
secure we are. We fail to recognise that this is nothing but 
an illusion: 
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Money exerts a certain control over us because it seems to hold out so 
much promise of happiness. It whispers with great force, ‘Think and 
act so as to get into a position to enjoy my benefits.’ This may include 
stealing, borrowing, or working. Money promises happiness, and we 
serve it by believing the promise and walking by that faith. So we 
don’t serve money by putting our power at its disposal for its good. 
We serve money by doing what is necessary so that money’s power 
will be at our disposal for our good.1 
 
Earthly possessions dazzle our eyes and delude us into thinking that 
they can provide security and freedom from anxiety. Yet all the time 
they are the very source of all anxiety. If our hearts are set on them, 
our reward is an anxiety whose burden is intolerable. Anxiety creates 
its own treasures and they in turn beget further care . . . The way to 
misuse our possessions is to use them as an insurance against the 
morrow . . . The only way to win assurance is by leaving to-morrow 
entirely in the hands of God and by receiving from him all we need 
for to-day.2 
 

 Back in the Old Testament, God promised to bless Israel 
if they were obedient. But he warned them against falling 
into the trap of thinking (when they had achieved wealth 
and prosperity) that it was their own doing: 

 
You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land 
that he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the LORD 
your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and 
his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have 
eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when 
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt 
yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who  

                                            
1 John Piper, Desiring God, Multnomah Publishing Inc., Sisters, 1986, p. 

148. 
2 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, SCM Press Ltd, London, 

1959, p. 158. 
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brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who 
led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland 
with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you 
from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your 
ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end 
to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my 
own hand have gotten me this wealth.’ But remember the LORD your 
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing 
today. If you do forget the LORD your God and follow other gods to 
serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall 
surely perish (Deut. 8:10–19). 
 

 Many times God’s people were warned not to seek refuge 
in wealth. They were to constantly remember that it was 
their Covenant-God who supplied their riches—not their 
own good fortune or effort. More than that, they were to 
realise that the accumulation of wealth is of no value in 
saving one’s soul. Consider the following Old Testament 
passages: 

 
Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the iniquity of my 
persecutors surrounds me, those who trust in their wealth and boast 
of the abundance of their riches? Truly, no ransom avails for one’s 
life, there is no price one can give to God for it. For the ransom of life 
is costly, and can never suffice that one should live on forever and 
never see the grave. When we look at the wise, they die; fool and dolt 
perish together and leave their wealth to others  
(Ps. 49:5–10).  
 
See the one who would not take refuge in God, but trusted in 
abundant riches, and sought refuge in wealth! (Ps. 52:7).  
 
Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise enough to desist. When 
your eyes light upon it, it is gone; for suddenly it takes wings to itself, 
flying like an eagle toward heaven (Prov. 23:4–5).  
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Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and possessions and whom he 
enables to enjoy them, and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in 
their toil—this is the gift of God (Eccl. 5:19).  
 

 The love of money is mentioned many times in the New 
Testament. Jesus spoke of the matter of money in the con-
text of stewardship, saying that to be good stewards of a 
‘little’ will equip us to be good stewards of ‘much’. If we are 

obsessed with money it will prove to be our god whether we 
recognise that fact or not. The outcome will be our inability 
to have the Father as our true God. We are incapable of 
serving money and God—the two are mutually exclusive: 

 
Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then 
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No 
slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth (Luke 16:10–13).  
 

 The Pharisees were not impressed by this teaching! Jesus 
warned his disciples about these spiritual leaders who 
appeared to care for the welfare of others but were really 
only interested in money: 

 
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they 
ridiculed him. So he said to them, ‘You are those who justify 
yourselves in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts; for 
what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the sight of 
God’ (Luke 16:14–15).  
 

 Jesus’ parable of the sower is really about different types 
of hearing. When we truly hear God’s word then we  
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will obey. One of the obstacles to true hearing is the love of 
money: 

 
Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty (Matt. 13:18–23).  
 

 In the early church believers sold their possessions and 
shared all they had with one another. Their previous love of 
money was broken by the freedom of the Gospel. The grace 
of forgiveness had liberated them to serve the Lord with joy 
and liberality. This liberty gave expression in their 
willingness to share their belongings with those who had 
needs greater than their own: 

 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 
all, as any had need (Acts 2:44–45).  
 

 Joseph (later called Barnabas) was one such person who 
shared in this way. ‘He sold a field that belonged to him, 
then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet’ 
(Acts 4:37). However, Ananias and Sapphira were members 
of the church too and they also sold a piece of land but 
secretly gave only a part of the payment to the  
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apostles (Acts 5). They were entitled to do as they pleased 
with their wealth but they lied about the sale. Their love of 
money was such a serious breach in the unity of the Spirit 
within the early church that God killed them both.  
 This is a reminder of a similar event in Joshua’s day 
when Achan—in defiance of God’s clear command—secretly 
kept part of the spoil from the conquest of Jericho. Israel’s 
subsequent defeat and the death of 36 Israelites in the 
battle for Ai was a direct result (see Joshua 6 and 7). The 
love of money had gripped Achan and his family and God 
destroyed them. It was a breach of unity. It was  
blatant disobedience which was an affront to the holi- 
ness of God. No wonder Paul warns his young pastor-friend 
Timothy to take care not to be caught in the money trap!  

 
But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pains (1 Tim. 6:9–10).  
 

 Notice, this tells us that there is nothing wrong with 
money as such—it is the love of money that is the root of all 
evil. John Piper says of this passage, ‘The root of all evil is 
that we are the kind of people who settle for the love of 
money instead of the love of God’.3 Paul alerts Timothy to 
the coming disintegration within society—a collapse that 
will surely invade the church because men and women will 
have become, among other things, lovers of money:  

 

                                            
3  Piper, Desiring God, p. 159. 
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For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy (2 
Tim. 3:2).  
 

 The Scriptures are overwhelming in their warnings to us 
to keep ourselves free from the love of money. Why?—
because money is evil? No! Because God himself has 
promised to supply all our needs. He has promised never to 
fail or forsake us! God himself is our security: 

 
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with 
what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’ 
(Heb. 13:5).  

TRUE RICHES COME FROM THE LORD 

We have already seen that there is nothing evil or wrong 
with money. There is nothing sinful about having wealth. 
Nor is it wrong to be involved with earning money and 
dealing with money. But what is so dangerous is to have a 
priority which places money before God himself. ‘The great 
danger of riches is that our affections will be carried away 
from God to his gifts.’4 It is all a question of priority and 
perspective. We need to recognise that true riches come 
from the Lord—and from him alone: 

 
The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts 
(1 Sam. 2:7).  
 
Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand 
are power and might; and it is in your hand to make great and to give 
strength to all (1 Chron. 29:12).  
 
Riches and honor are with me [says the LORD], enduring wealth and 
prosperity (Prov. 8:18).  

                                            
4  Piper, Desiring God, p. 168. 
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 The Proverbs writer reminds us that ‘the blessing of the 
LORD makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it’ (Prov. 
10:22). As we trust in the Lord of Glory then we will know 
his rich blessing. That blessing will have no sting to it. 
There is no trick to God’s blessings. He does not mock or 
play games with us. He genuinely blesses us with no strings 
attached! His blessing comes upon us and he ‘adds no 
sorrow to it’. The NIV says he ‘adds no trouble to it’. 
Jeremiah put it this way:  

 
Thus says the LORD: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not 
let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in 
their wealth; but let those who boast boast in this, that they 
understand and know me, that I am the LORD; I act with steadfast 
love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I 
delight, says the LORD (Jer. 9:23–24). 
 

 We should boast—not in our wealth—but in the goodness 
of our God. We should exalt him for the riches of his grace 
which he lavishes upon us. Thus recognising that all our 
wealth ultimately comes from him, we are to do good and 
share what we have with others—with a liberality and 
generosity: 

 
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather 
on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 
share (1 Tim. 6:17–18).  
 

 Passages such as these make a joke of the so-called 
‘prosperity Gospel’ which has invaded the church in recent 
years. Some Christians think they ought to be wealthy as 
evidence of ‘the blessing of Abraham’ being upon them. 
Nothing could be further from the teaching and spirit of the 
Scriptures. Such a view is a denial of grace and a gross  
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distortion of the truth. Of course, God promises to bless his 
children—here and now as well as in the age to come. How 
could he do otherwise? But it is a terrible misunderstanding 
of Scripture to assume such blessing is measured primarily 
in material, monetary or financial terms. Nor is there 
anything ‘automatic’ about such blessing from God. Material 
and spiritual blessing came to Abraham because he was a 
man of faith, and we are called to be men and women with a 
faith just like his. The fact that God blessed Abraham was 
of pure grace. If he should choose to bless us with wealth 
then it will be equally a matter of grace. It is certainly never 
our ‘right’ to be rich or wealthy.  
 I can’t help but wonder about the make-up of congrega-
tions in churches that preach a prosperity Gospel. How 
could there be a place for the ‘poor’ in such a congregation? 
How could there be a ministry to the poor by the adherents 
of such a church? How could such a view be reconciled with 
the account in Acts of the early church selling up and 
sharing with one another so that there would be equality? 
No, I suspect such a church would be inward-looking. People 
would be asking themselves: ‘Am I being blessed by God?’ 
‘Do I have the wealth I think I am entitled to?’ The pitfalls 
in such a stance are endless. I suspect that the love of 
money is really at the heart of such teaching. That being the 
case, teaching within the church along these lines is nothing 
short of devilish. 
 John Piper comments: 

 
A wealth-and-prosperity doctrine is afoot today, shaped by the half-
truth that says, ‘We glorify God with our money by enjoying 
thankfully all the things he enables us to buy. Why should the son of 
the King live like a pauper?’ And so on. The true half of this is that 
we should give thanks for every good thing God enables us to have. 
That does glorify him. The false half is the  
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subtle implication that God can be glorified in this way by all kinds 
of luxurious purchases.5 
 

 Piper then goes on to say: 
 
God is not glorified when we keep for ourselves (no matter how 
thankfully) what we ought to be using to alleviate the misery of 
unevangelized, uneducated, unmedicated, and unfed millions. The 
evidence that many professing Christians have been deceived by this 
doctrine is how little they give and how much they own. God has 
prospered them. And by an almost irresistible law of consumer 
culture (baptized by a doctrine of health, wealth, and prosperity) they 
have bought bigger (and more) houses, newer (and more) cars, 
fancier (and more) clothes, better (and more) meat, and all manner of 
trinkets and gadgets and containers and devices and equipment to 
make life more fun.6 

BEING RICH TOWARDS GOD 

What then does it mean to be rich towards God? What does 
it mean when the Scriptures speak of believers being rich? 
What is the place of wealth and money in the life of the 
Christian?  

 
A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich 
(Prov. 10:4).  
 

 There is no question that God designed us to work. Our 
divine vocation was to manage God’s whole creation. What a 
job! But the Fall has brought a sting to labour. It is now by 
the ‘sweat of our brow’ that we work. We all have a built-in 
creational drive to achieve, to arrive, to be somebody. But 
most are unaware of the divine origin of this  

                                            
5  Piper, Desiring God, p. 168. 
6  Piper, Desiring God, p. 169. 
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inner impetus. Work can therefore be a tyrant to some. Men 
and women often drive themselves relentlessly to achieve 
some goal they have set for themselves in their job or 
vocation. Many just want to be rich! No doubt hard work 
may make some people rich, but rich towards whom?—
themselves or God? Ponder the implication of these 
proverbs:  

 
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers 
from death (Prov. 11:4).  
 
. . . for riches do not last forever, nor a crown for all generations 
(Prov. 27:24). 
 
The faithful will abound with blessings, but one who is in a hurry to 
be rich will not go unpunished (Prov. 28:20).  
 

Riches are a snare to many. Riches give the wealthy the 
impression that they do not need anything. ‘If I am 
wealthy’, they say, ‘then what need do I have of God?’ 
‘Salvation? Why do I need saving? What do I need to be 
saved from? I have all I could desire.’ This fatal attitude 
gives weight to Jesus’ words: 

 
Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God (Matt. 19:23–24).  
 

On another occasion Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
 
The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I 
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! 
This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things 
you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it  
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is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God (Luke 12:16–21).  
 

 In the Book of Revelation Jesus warned that some 
churches will have fallen for the delusion that they are rich 
in and of themselves—when in fact they are poverty-
stricken. So-called ‘successful’ churches (‘prosperous’ 
churches?) may in fact be spiritually destitute. Material 
wealth is no measure of a congregation’s true health. Money 
is not the gauge of the Christian’s spiritual state. The two 
are not related. Nor is money or wealth the measure of 
God’s blessing on the individual or the congregation. Having 
lots of money might even prove in the end to be God’s 
judgment upon us!  

 
For you say, ‘I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.’ You do 
not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 
Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that 
you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame 
of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so 
that you may see (Rev. 3:17–18).  
 

 I come back to my question: What then does it mean to be 
rich towards God? How does God view true riches? Paul 
gives the clue in 2 Corinthians 8 when he speaks about the 
‘riches’ and ‘poverty’ of Christ. ‘For you know the generous 
act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich’ (2 Cor. 8:9). We automatically measure 
‘riches’ by means of wealth or how much money a person 
has. We talk about so-and-so being ‘rich’ or ‘well off’—as if 
this is the final measure of a person’s success in life. But is 
this true? Is this a correct measure of what it means to be 
‘rich’? Jesus spoke at length in Matthew 6 about wealth and 
security:  
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Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust con-
sumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matt. 6:19–21).  
 

 To be really rich is to be rich towards God. It is to have 
treasures in heaven. It is to have ‘wealth’ stored up in God’s 
kingdom. But what does this mean in practical terms? Jesus 
goes on:  

 
No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth. Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not 
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 
and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things (Matt. 6:24–32).  
 

 Our anxieties in life stem from having a wrong perspec-
tive. We so easily get things out of proportion! We fail to see 
that God is our Father who is more than ready to supply all 
our needs. The fact is, he supplies them anyway! He feeds 
us and sustains us whether we recognise it or not. But 
anxiety comes when we focus all our attention on  

THE LOVE OF MONEY 47

ourselves and our supposed needs. (Usually these are our 
wants—our greeds rather than our needs.) Worry is 
endemic in our culture. Our society is riddled with people 
whose lives are wrecked by anxiety. Jesus said our heart 
will be where our treasure (wealth) is—or where we think 
our treasure ought to be! If our attitude to money and 
wealth is purely on the horizontal level and has no per-
spective of eternity, then inevitably we will be tense and 
anxious. We will have lost sight of what it means to trust 
our heavenly Father: 

 
But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble 
is enough for today (Matt. 6:33–34). 
 

 Our priorities must be right. God’s kingdom ought to be 
the focal point of all we do and say and think. We need to 
have before us the fact that we are eternal creatures. We 
belong to our Creator. We are made for eternity. We are 
going to live forever! It is essential that our priorities be 
locked into God’s program. He has his plan for the nations 
and for history and that means he has a plan for us per-
sonally. We must see what he is doing and be part of that 
global mission. Only as we are seeking first God’s kingdom 
and his righteousness will we be at peace and without 
anxiety. We will be trusting him and knowing his enabling 
power and the supply of our needs. As children of the 
Father, we will be ‘rich’ beyond imagining. Those who do not 
belong to Christ but are ‘rich’ in this world are in fact 
incredibly ‘poor’—they have nothing. They have nothing 
that will last. They have nothing that will stand the test of 
time. They will be unmasked in the end as having nothing 
of any eternal worth. 
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 Christians are rich towards God in as much as they trust 
him and have all their security invested in him. Although 
none of this is measured in terms of money or worldly 
wealth, it is out of the riches of this new relationship with 
the Father that we want to give back to him. The Bible 
therefore has a great deal to say about giving to God, but it 
is always on the basis of God’s gracious giving to us: 

 
Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all 
your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your 
vats will be bursting with wine (Prov. 3:9–10).  
 

‘No amount of getting can satisfy the soul until it overflows 
in giving.’7 

                                            
7  Piper, Desiring God, p. 152. 
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5 

Tithes and Offerings 

In Old Testament times most nations tithed. Pagans (such 
as the Canaanites) gave a tithe to their gods in the hope 
that this would placate their anger and avert disaster or 
evil coming upon the offerers. On the other hand, the law 
given through Moses prescribed that Israel would give a 
tenth (or tithe) of their earnings to the Lord out of gratitude 
for blessings already received. They understood that the 
Lord owned the land in which they dwelt. Therefore they 
had it on lease. It was a gift. They came and paid their 
tithes every year, showing that it was leasehold and they 
were paying the owner of the land. Thus the Jews gave a 
tenth to the Lord of all they received by way of income—out 
of the abundance of all that God had provided: 

 
All tithes from the land, whether the seed from the ground or the 
fruit from the tree, are the LORD’s; they are holy to the LORD (Lev. 
27:30). 
 

Notice that the tithe was holy to the Lord. It belonged to 
him and was set apart for him. It was an honouring of his 
holiness. It was saying that the giver respected and recog-
nised the holiness of the God whom he loved and worshiped. 
It was not a gift as such. It was an act of obedience and 
worship. It was an honouring of the Lord: 
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Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all 
your produce (Prov. 3:9).  
 

 Part of the Old Testament tithe was given to the 
Levites—the officiating priests appointed by God in the 
service of the temple sacrifices. But even the Levites tithed 
a tenth of the tithe they received. But there was more to the 
tithe than this. It was a fundamental acknowledgment that 
God was Israel’s provider. Unlike the Canaanite tithing 
which was to placate their gods, Israel gave a tithe out of 
thankfulness for blessings already received. It was a public 
acknowledgment of a relational fellowship between their 
God and his redeemed people. There was nothing legal 
about the Old Testament tithing. It was all of grace and full 
of joy! 
 Deuteronomy 12 puts it all in a wonderful perspective. 
God promised to bless his people when they came to the 
promised land. There they would have everything in abun-
dance. They were to set up a special place chosen by the 
Lord for worship and there they were to make their offer-
ings to him. Once before the Lord in his appointed place of 
worship they were to eat their tithe! 

 
But you shall seek the place that the LORD your God will choose out 
of all your tribes as his habitation to put his name there. You shall go 
there, bringing there your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your 
tithes and your donations, your votive gifts, your freewill offerings, 
and the firstlings of your herds and flocks. And you shall eat there in 
the presence of the LORD your God, you and your households 
together, rejoicing in all the undertakings in which the LORD your 
God has blessed you (Deut. 12:5–7). 
 

 Geoffrey Bingham observes:  
 
They did not give tithes just to be piled up (say, for a new organ for 
the temple!). No, they ate it to show that they were dependent  
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upon the Lord for what they got. They came to the Lord and said, ‘All 
things come from you and of your own have we given you’. Then the 
Lord said, ‘Well you have given it to me, so enjoy it—you have 
acknowledged who I am and what you are!’1 
 

 This Deuteronomy passage goes on to say that they could 
slaughter any of their animals in any of their towns and 
could eat as much of the meat as they wanted, whether it be 
gazelle or deer, according to the blessing the Lord their God 
had given them. Both the ceremonially unclean and the 
clean they were allowed to eat. The only restriction was that 
they were not to eat the blood of the animals. However, they 
were forbidden to eat in their own towns any of the tithe of 
their grain and new wine and oil or the firstborn of their 
herds and flocks (or whatever they had vowed to give by 
way of freewill offerings or special gifts).2  God told them: 

 
. . . these [the tithes and offerings] you shall eat in the presence of 
the LORD your God at the place that the LORD your God will choose, 
you together with your son and your daughter, your male and female 
slaves, and the Levites resident in your towns, rejoicing in the 
presence of the LORD your God in all your undertakings. Take care 
that you do not neglect the Levite as long as you live in your land 
(Deut. 12:18–19).  
 

How clearly this passage shows the wonderful and gracious 
provision which the Lord made in the giving of the 
command to tithe. What a time of blessing and rejoicing it 
must have been! 
 Sadly, Israel’s history is not one of consistency. They had 
times of obedience and times of shocking disobedience. 
There were periods of great declension in which they  

                                            
1  Geoffrey Bingham, NCTM taped study on ‘Deuteronomy’, 13/6/96. 
2  Deuteronomy 12:15–17. 
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abandoned worship and became idolaters of the worst order. 
It was through the prophets that God often had to call them 
back to obedience. Depending on the spiritual climate of the 
day, the people’s tithing vacillated—as with their 
observance of all the other commandments. For example, in 
the time of Hezekiah’s reign the people  
were encouraged to return to the commands of the law. 
They had become slack and disobedient—especially in 
regard to the matter of giving. As the Spirit of God 
awakened their sense of indebtedness, so they gave liberally 
once again:  

 
As soon as the word spread, the people of Israel gave in abundance 
the first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the 
field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything  
(2 Chron. 31:5).  
 

Gradually the principle of tithing was perverted by the Jews 
into an awful legalism. By the time Malachi was written 
their tithing was more of an obscenity to God than the 
willing observance of his gracious command. He 
remonstrated with his people saying that they had really 
‘robbed’ him by their refusal to tithe appropriately: 

 
Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, ‘How are 
we robbing you?’ In your tithes and offerings! (Mal. 3:8). 
 

God then made an extraordinary declaration. It is almost as 
if he is daring his people to put him to the test by tithing! 
He was saying in effect: ‘If you tithe as you ought—with a 
right heart and attitude—then I will so bless you that you 
will not be able to contain my outpouring!’ He said to them:  
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Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 
my house, and thus put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you 
an overflowing blessing (Mal. 3:10). 
 

 Could it be that we fail to know the full blessing of the 
Lord in our lives because we hold back in our undivided 
devotion to him and by our refusal to give as he gives? 
Surely this is at the heart of what it means to give. Perhaps 
some of these Old Testament passages are just what we in 
the church need to hear today! For example:  

 
The first of all the first fruits of all kinds, and every offering of all 
kinds from all your offerings, shall belong to the priests; you shall 
also give to the priests the first of your dough, in order that a blessing 
may rest on your house (Ezek. 44:30).  
 

 It should be noted that although the idea of tithing has 
been carried over into many Christian churches, it is not 
prescribed anywhere in the New Testament. Nevertheless, 
Charles Spurgeon once commented: 

 
Much has been said about giving a tenth of one’s income to the Lord. 
I think that is a Christian duty which none should for a moment 
question. If it were a duty under the Jewish law, much more is it so 
now under the Christian dispensation. But it is a great mistake to 
suppose that the Jew gave only a tenth. He gave very, very, very 
much more than that. The tenth was the payment which he must 
make. But after that came freewill offerings and all the various gifts 
at different seasons of the year, so that perhaps he gave a third. 
Much more nearly that, certainly, than a tenth.3 
 

 As we will see, grace draws out from us far more than a 
mere tithe! 

                                            
3  Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His Best, p. 205. 
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GIVING ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

In the Old Testament, gifts were sometimes given in addi-
tion to the regular tithe. Special occasions required special 
giving. When Moses reported to the Israelites the Lord’s 
instructions concerning the building of a tabernacle and the 
equipment and clothing that would be required by the 
priests, the people responded with spontaneous generosity:  

 
And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone 
whose spirit was willing, and brought the LORD’s offering to be used 
for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred 
vestments. So they came, both men and women; all who were of a 
willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and 
pendants, all sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering of 
gold to the LORD . . . All the Israelite men and women whose hearts 
made them willing to bring anything for the work that the LORD had 
commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a freewill offering to 
the LORD (Exod. 35:21–22, 29). 
 

Moses’ call to the people was met with such an over-
whelming response that he had to ask them to quit giving. 
They gave too much!  

 
‘The people are bringing much more than enough for doing the work 
that the LORD has commanded us to do.’ So Moses gave command, 
and word was proclaimed throughout the camp: ‘No man or woman is 
to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.’ So the people 
were restrained from bringing; for what they had already brought 
was more than enough to do all the work (Exod. 36:5–7). 
 

 Another example: David planned to build a temple to the 
Lord and began gathering all the necessary materials. God 
revealed that it was David’s son who would do the work and 
so the king gave instructions to Solomon concerning  
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the plan and layout of the building. But he also made an 
extraordinary sacrifice of money and possessions to ensure 
the building program went ahead without any hindrance:  

 
[David said] So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as I 
was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of 
silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things 
of iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great quantities of 
onyx and stones for setting, antimony, colored stones, all sorts of 
precious stones, and marble in abundance (1 Chron. 29:2).  
 

The impact of David’s generosity was significant, and very 
soon all the leaders joined in—‘offering willingly’ to the 
work. The people also joined in the giving, so there was 
great rejoicing as a result: 

 
Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly, for with 
single mind they had offered freely to the LORD; King David also 
rejoiced greatly . . . ‘I know, my God, that you search the heart, and 
take pleasure in uprightness; in the uprightness of my heart I have 
freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who 
are present here, offering freely and joyously to you’ (1 Chron. 29:9, 
17).  
 

 Such additional giving in the Old Testament was accord-
ing to a person’s ability. It was not a demand that was made 
over and beyond that which one could give: 

 
All shall give as they are able, according to the blessing of the LORD 
your God that he has given you (Deut. 16:17).  
 

Such freewill offerings are mentioned often in the Old 
Testament. The people gave these gifts and offerings to the 
Lord in thanksgiving for his blessings upon them: 

 
With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to 
your name, O LORD, for it is good (Ps. 54:6).  
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OUR ATTITUDE OF HEART WHEN GIVING 

There was an occasion when King David set out to number 
the Israelites. God’s anger was stirred and he threatened 
judgment on the nation. Conscience-stricken and deeply 
repentant, David asked the Lord’s forgiveness. In judgment, 
a pestilence came on the people and some 70 000 died on 
account of David’s folly. By command of the prophet Gad, 
David went to the threshing floor of Araunah to offer a 
sacrifice for his sin. His intention was to buy the threshing 
floor, but Araunah—its owner—wanted to make a gift of it 
to the king. David’s words are instructive:  

 
But the king said to Araunah, ‘No, but I will buy them from you for a 
price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me 
nothing.’ So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty 
shekels of silver (2 Sam. 24:24).  
 

It is easy for our giving to God to be ‘without cost’ to us. We 
give out of our abundance. We give out of our affluence. We 
give, but it may not cost us very much to do so. 
 Attitude of heart is the key to a right giving. King Saul 
thought he could go through the ritual of making an offering 
to the Lord without considering his attitude of heart. 
Samuel very quickly confronted him with his disobedience 
and hypocrisy:  

 
Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Surely, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to heed than the fat of rams (1 Sam. 15:22).  
 

 After David had committed adultery with Bathsheba and 
murdered her husband as a cover-up, Nathan the prophet 
confronted him with his crime. David’s repentance was 
genuine. He saw clearly what his attitude of heart to God 
ought to be: 
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For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, 
you would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise (Ps. 
51:16–17). 
 

 To bring this right into the present: If I am out of fel-
lowship with a brother or sister, then it will not impress the 
Lord for me to come to him as if nothing is wrong! I need to 
be reconciled with the one who has something against me: 

 
So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or 
sister, and then come and offer your gift (Matt. 5:23–24).  
 

 Our perspective ought always to be that of being like 
Christ. ‘And live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ (Eph. 5:2). 
When, therefore, it comes to the matter of giving, our 
attitude of heart is central. With what motive do we give? 
With what intention are we giving to the work of the Lord? 
Do we have an agenda in our giving? As we will see later, 
the only valid motivation is the grace of God. Our giving 
ought to flow from a heart of gratitude for the grace and 
mercy God has showered upon us. If we do not give with a 
pure motive, better not to give at all. 
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6 

Giving to the Poor  

In the Bible there is a clear correlation between giving to 
God and heeding the needs of the poor. All men and women 
are in the image of God. When we see someone in need and 
minister to that need, then we are serving Christ. Jesus’ 
famous parable about the judgment tells it all: 

 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil  
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and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and 
in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life (Matt. 25:31–
46).  
 

The practical fact of life is that there are those who are 
‘better off’ than others. If we happen to be among those who 
have more than enough for comfortable living (and that 
includes almost everyone in the developed countries), then 
the principle of sharing our wealth with those less fortunate 
is spoken of many times in the Bible. Such sharing is close 
to the heart of God—since he shared his all with us!  
 In the Old Testament there were those among the people 
of God who were poor. Their situation may have come about 
because of a natural disaster leading to a bad harvest, 
through the invasion of some enemy, through oppression by 
powerful neighbours or as the result of extortion. Whatever 
may have been the cause of their plight, the law made 
provision for the wealthier members of the community to 
support and provide for their poorer neighbours: 

 
Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is 
the manner of the remission: every creditor shall remit the claim that 
is held against a neighbor, not exacting it of a neighbor who is a 
member of the community, because the LORD’s remission has been 
proclaimed. Of a foreigner you may exact it, but you must remit your 
claim on whatever any member of your community owes you. There 
will, however, be no one in need among you, because the LORD is sure 
to bless you in the land  
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that the LORD your God is giving you as a possession to occupy, if 
only you will obey the LORD your God by diligently observing this 
entire commandment that I command you today. When the LORD 
your God has blessed you, as he promised you, you will lend to many 
nations, but you will not borrow; you will rule over many nations, but 
they will not rule over you. If there is among you anyone in need, a 
member of your community in any of your towns within the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-
fisted toward your needy neighbor. You should rather open your 
hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. 
Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, ‘The 
seventh year, the year of remission, is near,’ and therefore view your 
needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might 
cry to the LORD against you, and you would incur guilt. Give liberally 
and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the LORD your 
God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 
Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I 
therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy 
neighbor in your land’ (Deut. 15:1–11). 
 

 The most vulnerable among the people were the father-
less and widows. Just as now, they were always likely to be 
victimised by the greedy or the unscrupulous. Through the 
prophets God warned the Israelites against taking lightly 
such oppression in their midst. His blessing on the land was 
contingent—among other things—on their attitude towards 
the poor, the widows and the orphans: 

 
For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act 
justly one with another, if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, 
and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not 
go after other gods to your own hurt, then I will dwell with you in 
this place, in the land that I gave of old to your ancestors forever and 
ever (Jer. 7:5–7).  
 
Thus says the LORD: For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment; because they sell the  
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righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals—they who 
trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and push the 
afflicted out of the way; father and son go in to the same girl, so that 
my holy name is profaned (Amos 2:6–7). 
 

 In the law God made provision for the widows and 
orphans to be adequately cared for, and those who had the 
means to do so were commanded to look after them: 

 
When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the 
field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the 
orphan, and the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in 
all your undertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not strip 
what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 
When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is 
left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. Remember 
that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am 
commanding you to do this (Deut. 24:19–22). 
 

 Throughout the Old Testament, God constantly vindi-
cates the poor, the widow and the orphan: 

 
For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who 
executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the 
strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt (Deut. 10:17–
19). 
 

 In relation to the poor, there are some great principles 
spoken of in Proverbs. Think about the following quotations:  

 
Those who despise their neighbors are sinners, but happy are those 
who are kind to the poor (Prov. 14:21).  
 
Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those who are 
kind to the needy honor him (Prov. 14:31).  
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Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and will be repaid in 
full (Prov. 19:17).  
 
If you close your ear to the cry of the poor, you will cry out and not be 
heard (Prov. 21:13).  
 
The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender . . . Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their 
bread with the poor (Prov. 22:7, 9).  
 
Oppressing the poor in order to enrich oneself, and giving to the rich, 
will lead only to loss . . . Do not rob the poor because they are poor, or 
crush the afflicted at the gate; for the LORD pleads their cause and 
despoils of life those who despoil them (Prov. 22:16, 22–23).  
 
Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but one who turns a 
blind eye will get many a curse (Prov. 28:27).  
 
The righteous know the rights of the poor; the wicked have no such 
understanding . . . If a king judges the poor with equity, his throne 
will be established forever (Prov. 29:7, 14). 
 
Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy 
(Prov. 31:9).  
 

 The Jews in the New Testament times were burdened 
with heavy taxes by the Romans and many were poor and in 
need. Jesus was apparently born into a poor family as his 
parents could only afford the minimum offering when they 
came to the temple to sacrifice (Luke 2:24; Lev. 12:6–8). 
Although Jesus had some wealthy friends, he and his 
disciples rarely enjoyed the comforts of home during his 
three years of ministry.  
 The early church shared their belongings in order that all 
might have what they needed. There was an equality and 
unity of spirit in their fellowship which is rarely seen in the 
Christian church today: 
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All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 
all, as any had need (Acts 2:44–45).  
 

Even individuals are spoken of as having specific ministries 
to the poor. Tabitha was such a one. ‘Now in Joppa there 
was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity’ 
(Acts 9:36). As the church grew and expanded, so they set 
out to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. But they were 
always mindful of the needs of the poor. In Acts 6 it is 
recorded that there was a disturbance in the fellowship 
when some of the non-Jewish widows were being neglected. 
This prompted the appointment of Spirit-filled men to take 
charge of the matter. Later, Paul was out on his missionary 
journeys preaching and establishing new churches. When he 
returned to Jerusalem, the Jewish leaders issued 
instructions to Paul: ‘They asked only one thing, that we 
remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to 
do’ (Gal. 2:10). 
 When famine hit Israel, Paul sought the aid of the 
churches in Europe and Asia Minor and took up a collection 
on behalf of the poor Jewish Christians back home: 

 
Now after some years I came to bring alms to my nation and to offer 
sacrifices (Acts 24:17).  
 
. . . for Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to share their 
resources with the poor among the saints at Jerusalem (Rom. 15:26). 
 

 Paul’s teaching concerning this collection and the prin-
ciples behind it occupies chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians. 
These will be studied in some detail later. But James also  
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has something to say about the distinction Christians might 
make between the rich and the poor: 

 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold 
rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one 
wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please,’ while to 
the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there,’ or, ‘Sit at my feet,’ have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God 
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent 
name that was invoked over you? (James 2:1–7). 
 

 By the time John wrote Revelation many believers were 
facing deep financial difficulty. The cult-worship of the 
Emperor was enforced to the point where Christian crafts-
men who refused to belong to the local guild would lose their 
employment. Since these ‘trade union’ festivals nearly 
always involved food offered to pagan idols and were often 
followed by some form of sexual orgy, Christians could not 
with a clear conscience participate. But if they did not 
belong they could not earn an income. The result was 
considerable poverty among the believers in the Roman 
Empire. The need for sharing one’s possessions and wealth 
became increasingly important. Thus in his letter to the 
church at Smyrna, the Lord spoke of ‘their tribulation and 
poverty’ (Rev. 2:9). 
 The poor are with us today no less than back then. There 
may be many in our own congregations who—for one reason 
or another—are finding it hard to make ends  
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meet. This means that our study is not an academic one. 
There are those around us (whether in the church or not) 
who have real needs which we are probably in a position to 
meet: 

 
It is said that Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland Mission, 
once a year sorted through everything he owned. Things that he had 
not used for a year were given away. He believed he would be held 
accountable for what he retained and there was no reason to retain 
things someone else could use as long as he himself had not needed 
them for a year’s time.1 
 

 We might ask ourselves why our churches (generally 
speaking) have middle to upper class congregations? Are we 
making the same sort of distinctions between the rich and 
poor that James speaks about above? In so doing are we 
then despising the poor? If so, are we then not despising the 
Lord—in whose image we all are? Our attitude towards the 
poor may or may not involve money as such. It is the doing 
good to the poor that the Bible emphasises. We are to be 
rich in good deeds to those in need. Having outlined the 
blessing of the Gospel and the grace of God that has come 
upon us, Paul urges Titus to teach his congregation to be 
full of good deeds!  

 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 
to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait 
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:11–14).  

                                            
1  Elizabeth Elliot, Discipline, the Glad Surrender, Fleming H. Revel 

Company, Old Tappan, 1982, p. 113. 
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Paul goes on to further instruct Titus:  
 
The saying is sure. I desire that you insist on these things, so that 
those who have come to believe in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works; these things are excellent and profitable to 
everyone . . . And let people learn to devote themselves to good works 
in order to meet urgent needs, so that they may not be unproductive 
(Titus 3:8, 14).  
 

 Having said all that he does about doing good and giving 
to the poor, Paul reminds us that if it does not flow out of 
love then it is of no eternal significance: 

 
If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I 
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing (1 Cor. 13:3).  
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7 

Borrowing and Lending Money 

An American writer, John Montgomery, speaks about the 
‘buy-now, pay-later generation’ in which we live: 

 
Well-meaning, normally sane people from all walks of life follow a 
pied piper . . . into a river of debt; sometimes they get in so deep it 
takes years to climb out on dry land. This buy-now, pay-later 
syndrome is another snare from the devil himself. It seems that life 
will not be worth living unless we can get ahead of, or at least keep 
up with, the Joneses. We no longer are satisfied with just our ‘needs,’ 
we want all the trimmings and gingerbread surrounding the needs—
bigger, faster, more luxuriant autos; more versatile ‘energy and 
water saving’ appliances; exotic vacations to faraway places; all on 
the ‘easy monthly payment plan.’ We can even take a trip to the Holy 
Land and ‘walk where Jesus walked’ on credit, so say many 
Christian magazines. Bookstores are filled with books telling us how 
to ‘borrow and grow rich’; how to find ‘ready sources’ of money; how 
to become a ‘millionaire.’  
 What we seldom read about, however, is the pain and heartache 
of debt. [They do] not tell about the day when all the debts must be 
paid and there is no money to pay them. All they tell you is how to 
consolidate your debts so that you no longer have a dozen ‘small’ 
payments, each one with a different rate of interest, but only one 
monthly payment that is stretched out to last until your children 
graduate from college. That way, they say, you can  
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have money left over each month for other things you ‘need.’ Neither 
do the ads tell about broken marriages, suicides, alcohol and drug 
addiction caused by debt.1 
 

 The Old Testament speaks about such issues as they 
relate to God’s people. It must be remembered that the laws 
given under Moses were in the context of grace. God had 
wonderfully delivered Israel from the bondage of Egypt. 
Their new-found liberty was entirely due to the grace and 
goodness of God. Thanksgiving to God for this freedom was 
to be given expression in the attitude of heart of each 
Israelite towards his fellow-man. All the laws were there for 
their mutual and corporate good. 
 When it comes to money, they were encouraged to lend to 
others and to foreign nations but forbidden to borrow from 
them. The principle was simple: God was their God. He had 
promised to provide all their needs. To go to others for such 
help would be to deny the grace and goodness of God. On 
the other hand, to lend to others was to extend that grace 
out to the nations: 

 
When the LORD your God has blessed you, as he promised you, you 
will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow; you will rule over 
many nations, but they will not rule over you. If there is among you 
anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns 
within the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-
hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. You should 
rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, 
whatever it may be (Deut. 15:6–8).  
 
The LORD will open for you his rich storehouse, the heavens, to give 
the rain of your land in its season and to bless all your undertakings. 
You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow (Deut. 28:12). 

                                            
1  John M. Montgomery, Money, Power, Greed: Has the Church Been Sold 

Out?, Regal Books, Ventura, 1987, p. 125. 
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Jesus spoke in similar terms: 
 
Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who 
wants to borrow from you (Matt. 5:42).  
 
But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked (Luke 
6:35).  
 

 Lending money to a brother who is poor is one thing, 
exacting interest from him is another. In the Old Testament 
it was forbidden to expect interest on such loans: 

 
If you lend money to my people, to the poor among you, you shall not 
deal with them as a creditor; you shall not exact interest from them 
(Exod. 22:25).  
 
If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent on you, 
you shall support them; they shall live with you as though resident 
aliens. Do not take interest in advance or otherwise make a profit 
from them, but fear your God; let them live with you. You shall not 
lend them your money at interest taken in advance, or provide them 
food at a profit (Lev. 25:35–37).  
 

 In Psalms the question is asked: ‘O LORD, who may abide 
in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?’ Among 
other things, the answer is given: ‘[Those] who do not lend 
money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the 
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be moved’ 
(Ps. 15:5). 
 On the other hand, Jesus was scathing in his criticism of 
the lazy steward who not only did not put his master’s 
money to good use but even failed to invest it to gain some 
interest from the bank. ‘Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest’ (Matt. 25:27). 
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 These passages all tell us a great deal about money and 
how we should manage our affairs. They tell us what 
principles are behind God’s ways of dealing with us as 
sinners. What we do ought to reflect what he has done for 
us. This means we should not be in debt to others. In fact 
the Bible puts it very bluntly: ‘Owe no one anything, except 
to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law’ (Rom. 13:8). 
 In Deuteronomy chapter 28 God warned Israel that his 
judgments would come on them if they were disobedient to 
him. One of the dire consequences of such disobedience 
would be that they would become subjected to the rule of 
pagan nations. Even the alien among them would lend to 
them and place them in debt. They in turn would be inca-
pable of lending to others and would not be able to recover 
their situation. Instead of being a nation that trusted in 
their God and knew the continual blessing of his provision 
of all their needs, they would become ‘a horror, a proverb, 
and a byword’ (Deut. 28:37). In other words, for Israel to go 
into debt was a sign of God’s judgment upon them. The 
awful indictment on Israel would be that the pagan nations 
would rule over them instead of God Almighty. God would 
have given them up to their disobedience. 
 God has given and given and given to us. Our primary 
source of help and sustenance is the Lord. Thus there is an 
implicit contradiction when we seek aid from anyone other 
than God himself. He provides us with our source of income 
and we need to make every attempt to live within our 
means. That is true of individuals as well as for churches as 
a whole. Unfortunately, the ease with which money can be 
borrowed today encourages us to live beyond our means. It 
seduces us into acquiring material possessions we don’t 
really need, or at least, can do  
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without for the present. It diverts our money away from the 
principle of giving and sharing with others. Borrowing 
money for something we think we need will ultimately cost 
us far more than if we were able to pay for it directly: 
 

When you borrow money, you are buying money. And when you buy 
anything, you have to pay for it. Buying money always means you 
pay more than you receive. You will pay $231,760 for every $100,000 
you borrow (8 percent over 25 years).2 

 
We usually borrow because we are convinced that we need 
this particular thing right now! In other words, we can’t 
wait. That’s the world’s way of doing things. 
 The idea of borrowing has invaded the life of the 
Christian church. We no longer trust the Lord to supply our 
needs but head for the nearest bank manager instead. We 
need to face the issue: Is borrowing money the only practical 
proposition in today’s world? Can we move ahead as a 
church unless we borrow? Is borrowing wrong? Is borrowing 
sinful? Does it mean we are not trusting the Lord? 
 John Montgomery speaks about the church not going into 
debt and gives the example of the United Methodist Church 
being forced by the court to pay outstanding  
debts relating to certain Methodist retirement homes in 
California. He says:  

 
Why shouldn’t the church feel a responsibility to pay the bills, 
whether or not the courts demand it? Debts were incurred, craftsmen 
and laborers did their work, supply houses furnished products, 
contractors expended money so that the retirement homes could be  
 

                                            
2  Neil Jenman, Real Estate Mistakes, Rowley Publications Pty Ltd., Castle 

Hill, 2000, p. 6. 
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built. All the work was done in the belief that the church would pay 
its bills. What is the alternative? Bankruptcy? Although most 
churches balk at the idea of declaring bankruptcy, some still take 
this method of avoiding paying their bills.  
 What do the Scriptures say about this practice? Psalm 37:21 
says, ‘The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous is 
gracious and gives.’ What kind of a witness does a church present to 
the world if it neglects to pay its just debts? While the battle goes on, 
the media exposes and magnifies it. How do we get into situations 
such as these? When Jesus warned His followers about the cost of 
discipleship He prefaced His warning with these words:  

 
Which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it 
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish’ (Luke 14:28–30). 

 
 Yet, churches are guilty of doing just that. They use the devil’s 
tool of rationalisation: ‘We need a bigger facility right now. After all, 
it will only cost more later on. And God will provide if we only step 
out in faith.’ How does this fit in with what Jesus said about counting 
the cost before we take on a project? 
 ‘Five acres may be big enough now, but what about five years 
from now. Shouldn’t we look to the future and buy ten acres? Of 
course we can’t afford it, but God will provide. We just need to step 
out in faith.’ 
 The problem is, these churches seldom step out in faith in God; 
rather they use the world’s means of providing. It has always seemed 
strange to me that when we have a major project we go to the Lord 
and ask that His will be done; then before the amens are over we run 
to the bank for a loan. It appears that we trust the money lenders 
more than we trust the Lord. ‘Ah, yes,’ you say, ‘but God provides the 
means to pay the lender.’ If we believe that God can provide the 
money after we have borrowed it, why can we not trust Him to bring 
it in before we go into debt? When we pray to God, asking Him to 
provide, then borrow our money from the bank, we are taking away 
His privilege to answer our prayers. 
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 If my son came to me and asked me for a car he really needed, 
because I love my son I would very seriously consider giving him 
what he needed. I would begin to plan financially to provide him with 
a car. But what if he asked me and, before I could get the car for him, 
he borrowed money from the bank for it because he wanted it ‘right 
now’? I think my reaction would be not only disappointment but also 
anger that he did not trust me to provide for him, and that he could 
not wait long enough for me to answer yes or no. All too often we in 
the Church go to our Father with our needs; then we satisfy our 
needs through credit cards and bank loans. We give lip service to God 
Almighty, but put our trust in the god Mammon.3 
 

 For many years a close friend of mine was the pastor of a 
church in a small rural township. I asked him to tell me 
about one of his experiences there. He wrote:  

 
For some time . . . the wardens and church council and myself had 
been exploring the possibilities of replacing the old wooden church 
building which had become unusable. We had moved into the church 
hall and made sufficient improvements for that to be used, but there 
were still significant inadequacies. One or two suggestions had been 
pursued, but each of them would have involved spending something 
in the vicinity of $200,000, which the congregation neither had nor 
could possibly raise without a major loan from a bank. Some 
members of the church were ‘high-flying’ businessmen, whose 
approach to both business and personal life seemed to be ‘don’t waste 
precious time, just get it done’. That meant, I suspect, ‘don’t expect 
me to spend valuable time on church matters; just pay it’. 
 Time has revealed that an ongoing sense which I had was totally 
correct. I had always felt uneasy about committing future 
generations of Christians to servicing a debt which we had entered 
into for our own satisfaction. Although some of the men involved had 
implied by their attitude that they would simply cover the  

                                            
3  Montgomery, Money, Power, Greed, pp. 29–32. 



THE GRACE OF GIVING 74

costs of repayments themselves over the coming years, I believe that 
almost none of them still lives in the district or attends that church. I 
am not, of course, suggesting that at any point, their motives were 
questionable, either in wanting to erect the building or later in 
leaving the district. It is just that we may not know the future.  
 In those days our church was slowly growing. The emergence of 
‘flashier’ churches within driving distances meant that either we 
continued to grow slowly or we adopted a flashier stance ourselves in 
order to keep up. Now, some fourteen years after the event, the 
congregation is, I believe, about the same size as it was [when I was 
there], but the growth has stopped. (All this is subject to correction 
by those who are presently involved with that congregation.)  
 [In the middle of this discussion about the building program] I 
announced to the congregation that something which was, for me, 
quite unusual had taken place. In my regular reading of Scriptures a 
passage had jumped out of its context and by it the Lord had directed 
my attention to his purpose for that church. The passage was Judges 
2:1–2: ‘I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you into the land 
that I had promised to your ancestors. I said, “I will never break my 
covenant with you. For your part, do not make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of this land; tear down their altars.” ’ I knew, and the 
congregation confirmed, that the Lord had told us not to take out any 
loan in order to put up a church building.  
 [At the end of that year], my family and I left that little rural 
church and took up a position with a city congregation, so the details 
of what was subsequently discussed are unknown by me. But I was 
later told by my successor that the refurbished church hall, which is 
now more than adequate for the needs of the congregation, was 
opened without debt. I believe, though I cannot confirm, that no loan 
was taken out.   
 I would suggest that the final issue is, however, not one of loans 
or whatever, but one of faith. Do we believe that what we are doing is 
the work which God is doing and in which we are graced 
participants? If so, then do we trust him to reveal his own 
faithfulness to his own work even if that may mean that certain  
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designs and standards which we would prefer simply dissolve in his 
powerful presence?  
 It is interesting to observe that some of the largest congrega-
tions in this country actually meet in converted warehouses. That 
would not, of itself, validate buying a warehouse instead of erecting a 
new building, but it does demonstrate to me how culturally blinkered 
I can be when considering the work in which I am involved. I can 
quite easily lose sight of what God is doing and actually be involved 
in providing for my own needs. 
 May the Lord keep you constantly living in that intimacy with 
him, which will allow you to pack up and follow him when he calls. I 
fear lest we must beg leave to bury the debt of our dead fathers 
before we can obey. 
 

 Every believer has to be personally convinced of these 
issues. But the biblical principles ought not to be ignored. It 
can be argued that to borrow money is not wrong so long as 
the payments are made when they are due. In other words, 
a debt occurs only when a payment is overdue. There is the 
view that there is a big difference between borrowing and 
investing. In other words, going into debt to secure an 
investment is quite different to going into debt just to get 
something we want. Advocates of this view argue that the 
tax laws are predicated on debt. The more you owe the 
greater the tax advantage. For this reason many Christian 
investment counsellors consider mortgage debt an 
investment rather than a loan.  
 Plausible as these arguments may be, the question must 
be asked: should we not avoid borrowing money in the first 
place? Are we borrowing only because that is what everyone 
else does? Have we ever honestly come before the Lord and 
sought his leading in the matter that is before us? Assuming 
the project requiring money is the Lord’s will for us, by 
borrowing money are we forgoing the blessing of seeing the 
Lord provide that money just as he  
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has promised? If God has undertaken to provide us with all 
that we need in life according to his rich bounty, are we not 
bypassing the very means he has promised in order for us to 
know his rich blessing? 
 Although there does not appear to be anything specifi-
cally sinful about borrowing money from a bank for some 
personal project, the question we must ask is this: have we 
sought God’s mind? Are we certain this is his way? How-
ever, when a church borrows money there are greater issues 
at stake. Is this a good witness to the pagan world around 
us? Is this depriving the congregation of the blessing of 
seeing him provide the money through them? If the money 
came through the sacrificial and willing giving of the 
congregation, would this not produce a rise in the tide of 
faith within that congregation? Would that increase in faith 
not bring further blessing to the life of that church? Would 
not God be honoured? 
 Borrowing money is often an excuse for not exercising 
faith. It takes no faith to obtain instant money from a bank. 
It is a matter of arithmetic. Church leaders can calculate 
what the income from the congregation is likely to be over 
the following twelve months, and that becomes the basis of 
how much can be borrowed. It is all a matter of doing one’s 
sums. But no faith is required. 

GOD’S PEOPLE OUGHT TO BE GIVERS  
NOT BORROWERS 

God calls his church to live by faith. In other words, the 
actions and ministry of the Christian church are to be a 
witness to the world of the living reality of their faith. When 
the world sees the church doing just what it does, is  
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there any impact on it as to the reality of faith? I think not. 
But when a congregation steps out and trusts God to supply 
its financial needs well beyond what one would humanly 
expect, then the world sits up and takes notice. Oswald 
Smith and Peoples Church in Toronto are a good example of 
such a witness. At one stage the whole city of Toronto was 
focussed on what was happening at Peoples Church. They 
saw that congregation give vast sums of money to missions 
which were way beyond any human explanation. The 
congregation grew in faith and matured spiritually. 
Outsiders were drawn in and converted. God was honoured. 
The story of the re-building of All Souls, Langham Place in 
London is similar. The huge project was undertaken 
entirely by the congregation without any debt incurred. 
 John Montgomery gives the example of an American 
church which truly sought God’s timing and waited for his 
answer in the matter of financing their needs: 

 
The church was spiritually healthy; the desire of the leadership was 
simple—hear God and do His will. The fellowship had grown to 
where the existing facility could no longer accommodate the numbers 
who attended the Sunday morning worship service and Sunday 
School. There was more land surrounding the current buildings for 
expansion, so the church leaders hired an architect to draw plans for 
a new building that was estimated in excess of half a million dollars 
to build. The elders and congregation went to the Lord for guidance. 
After much prayer they felt free to proceed with the building 
program. They realised that they would need a new loan and that the 
loan payment would stretch the current church budget to the limit. 
 
At this point I was called in by the pastor to look at the situation 
before he committed the church to the program. He felt a check in his 
spirit and decided that an outside opinion was necessary. I studied 
the feasibility of both their budget and fund raising  
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possibilities. Upon analysing their records and financial status it 
became obvious that the fellowship could barely meet the demands of 
a new loan, and only if all the pledges the congregation had already 
made were carried through. 
 
Further probing, however, brought to light a fact which they had not 
considered. The church had purchased the property several years 
before from an organization that agreed to take a note that included 
a large balloon payment due after a number of years of relatively 
small monthly payments. I discovered that the balloon payment was 
due in two years, and no fund or method of debt retirement had been 
initiated to meet that balloon payment. 
 
If the pastor, after praying to God for guidance, had ignored the 
check in his spirit and had gone ahead full blast into a major 
building program, the church in all probability would not have been 
able to meet the balloon payment. Upon default the note holder 
would then have a legal right to initiate foreclosure. The church 
would have lost the property with its new building, its witness for the 
Lord to the community at large, the noteholder would have suffered, 
and the whole mess would have been a disaster to the congregation. 
 
The facilities were needed, but it was not God’s timing to go into a 
major building program before the note was paid for. They stopped 
the building program with its compounding of debt and went instead 
into a remodelling program on a pay-as-you-go basis. Then they set 
in motion a debt-retirement plan to handle the balloon payment. 
 
God honoured the integrity of the pastor and the congregation. They 
have since met the note obligation and find that the remodelled 
facility is still adequate. At this time they have no debt and the 
amount they were paying on the mortgage is now being used for 
missionary work in India. 
 
• Seek God and wait for His answer.  
• Check your timing.  
• Seek counsel from an outside source or from someone in your  
 congregation who is experienced in the subject. 
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• Do not allow your desires to get ahead of God. Growth is 
 never more important than your witness.  
 
God does not measure success by how big the building is or how 
many the sanctuary will seat. Neither does He measure success by 
the size of the mailing list nor the amount in the offering. God does 
measure success by our obedience to Him and His Word. He looks at 
our witness to the world and at our faithfulness in the ministry He 
has put in our charge. He sees how we build up the Body. He tells us 
to seek counsel from those who are wise in matters at hand.4 
 

It is one thing to consider borrowing money for bricks and 
mortar, but what about the church’s ongoing responsibility 
to be taking the Gospel to the world? How do we intend to 
finance that great enterprise? We can’t borrow from the 
bank to send Christian workers overseas! How should we 
meet this huge need? How are we to tackle the obligation to 
support pastors, Christian workers, the printing of foreign-
language Bibles, or the printing of Christian literature in 
our own land? How are we to meet the need of the poor on 
our doorstep to whom we have a responsibility to minister 
the grace of Christ? And what about the care of our aged 
members of the congregation? Do we just send them off to a 
retirement village or hostel—away from their Christian 
family? Is this the only solution?  
 The church today desperately needs to recover an 
understanding and practice of the biblical principles of 
giving—of raising money for all these needs. We need a 
fresh vision of God’s great power and willingness to provide 
for our needs in all these areas. The church should be 
known as prodigal givers not borrowers: 

                                            
4  Montgomery, Money, Power, Greed, pp. 115–7. 
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The wicked borrow, and do not pay back, but the righteous are 
generous and keep giving; for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit 
the land, but those cursed by him shall be cut off (Ps. 37:21–22). 
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8 

New Testament Principles of 
Giving—1 

2 CORINTHIANS 8 

Paul’s teaching in 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9 is the 
classic New Testament passage on Christian giving. These 
chapters need to be studied in detail in order to understand 
the full implication of what is being taught. 
 From about AD 52–57 Paul devoted a considerable 
amount of time and energy in organising a collection among 
the Gentile churches for the poor among the believers in 
Jerusalem. We can assess more details concerning the 
circumstances, who was involved, who contributed and what 
the result was, by consulting such passages as Acts 11:27–
30, Acts 24:17, Romans 15:25–28, and 1 Corinthians 16:1–4. 
 Paul had spoken to the Corinthian Christians on a pre-
vious trip about contributing to this need in Jerusalem. 
They had made certain promises back then but had not ful-
filled them, and so this part of Paul’s second letter to them 
was by way of a reminder that they ought to keep their 
word. 

The Macedonian Example 

 Paul begins tactfully by giving the example of the gen-
erosity of the Macedonian Christians. This would have 
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shown up the Corinthians by comparison!  
 
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God 
that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a 
severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, 
as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and 
even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in this ministry to the saints—and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of 
God, to us (2 Cor. 8:1–5).  
 

There are several key principles in this introduction by 
Paul. 

(i) True giving flows from the grace of God 

 Paul shows that the giving of the Macedonians was a 
result of the grace of God coming upon them. In other 
words, ‘the generosity of the Macedonians was not of human 
origin’.1 The Gospel had come to this area through Paul’s 
preaching and many had been converted as the church was 
founded. That was the grace of God in action. Out of that 
grace these young believers had seen their indebtedness to 
God and therefore wanted to share their new-found blessing 
with others. Their desire to help financially with the needs 
of the saints in Jerusalem may well have been a natural 
outcome of them coming to faith. Nevertheless, their 
willingness to give was due to the gift  

                                            
1  Piper, Desiring God, p. 102. 
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of God—it was a work of divine grace. This is always the 
pattern. When men and women discover what God has done 
for them in Christ, so they will want to share—not just the 
Gospel, but also their material possessions and money. 
Grace moves the believer to act in the same way towards 
others as God has acted towards them. That’s why any form 
of giving which does not stem from grace is not true giving. 

(ii) True giving is generous, no matter what the circumstances 

 The Christians in Macedonia had suffered for their faith. 
They were persecuted and maligned—just as Paul had been 
when he first went there with the message of Christ: 

 
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 
Spirit (1 Thess. 1:6).  
 

Nevertheless, in spite of their suffering and personal needs, 
these Macedonians joyously responded to the need in 
Jerusalem. In their giving, inability did not govern them, 
distress did not deter them, poverty did not hinder them. 
There was an ‘abundant joy’ which led to a ‘wealth of gen-
erosity’. ‘Their poverty no more impeded their generosity 
than their tribulation diminished their joy.’2 Neither joy nor 
rich generosity can be concocted. Either they are real or 
they are not. Again, that’s why the action of God’s grace 
must be the fountain for both. Thus in their giving, joy 
permeated it, spontaneity characterised it and grace 
motived it. 

                                            
2  Murray J. Harris, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 10, Zondervan 

Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1976, p. 366. 
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(iii) True giving flows out of joy in God 

 As the Macedonians experienced the grace of God in their 
lives, so they were filled with joy. It was out of that very 
same joy that they gave. This is not to say their conversion 
to Christ had brought some new financial bonanza into their 
lives—quite the contrary, they were probably further 
disadvantaged by becoming Christians in an idolatrous 
Roman culture. It was in ‘extreme poverty’ that they 
experienced an overwhelming joy in God and in being able 
to share their meagre wealth with other believers. John 
Piper says: ‘Love is the overflow of joy in God which gladly 

meets the needs of others . . . They [the Macedonians] found 
their pleasure in channelling the grace of God through their 
poverty to the poverty in Jerusalem.’3 

(iv) True giving goes beyond one’s means 

 The extraordinary characteristic of the Macedonian giv-
ing was that it was not according to their means. It was 
more than that. They gave in faith beyond their means. 
Somehow these Christians were able to give more than they 
could logically and practically give. It seems that they gave 
over and above what they could afford. There is no 
indication that this giving was foolish or reckless. Rather, 
their eagerness led them to give beyond all expectation. 
This shows that grace enables even poor people (and the 
Macedonians were very poor) to give extraordinary amounts 
of money. It defies arithmetic. Faith sees that the God of 
grace can supply not just one’s needs, but beyond. It sees 
that God can provide in a way that goes beyond human 
thinking or rationale. Faith trusts the Giving God to provide 
income to a level that is more than could  

                                            
3  Piper, Desiring God, p. 103. 

NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES OF GIVING—1 85

otherwise be expected. It sees that this extra giving can 
then be passed on for the benefit of others. It is in one hand 
and out the other! And so, as Piper says: ‘God has made us 
to be conduits of his grace’.4 

(v) True giving is seen as a privilege 

 The Macedonians pleaded with Paul to allow them to 
give: ‘begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in 
this ministry to the saints’. Paul would have known only too 
well their ‘rock-bottom’ poverty and may have been reluc-
tant to take anything from them. But they urged him to 
accept their gifts for their fellow believers. They saw giving 
as a colossal privilege. Why? No doubt because they were 
thus able to show gratitude to the God of all grace who had 
so lavishly blessed them with salvation and forgiveness. 
This sense of privilege is lost the moment giving is 
legislated. As we saw in chapter 2, if we think our salvation 
is in some way contractual then our giving will be 
contractual. Unlike the Macedonians, there will be no joy in 
it. There will be no sense of urgency or privilege. True 
giving is always seen as a great blessing and honour.  

(vi) True giving is always accompanied by  
dedication to the Lord 

 The Macedonians gave liberally. But they gave them-
selves ‘first to the Lord’ and then to the apostles. Giving is 
often divorced both from God and the recipients of the gifts. 
Giving is often impersonal. It is money in the plate each 
Sunday and that’s that. It’s a duty. But true giving cannot 
be apart from a devotion to the Lord to whom we are 
indebted for our very life—let alone our salvation. The  

                                            
4  Piper, Desiring God, p. 173. 
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Macedonians used this opportunity to consecrate them-
selves afresh to God. They then committed themselves to 
Paul and his helpers in an even closer bond of love and 

sharing. This was ‘in keeping with God’s will’.  

Giving Is a Grace 

 Titus had already been despatched to Corinth to help 
collect the money the church had promised. Paul now 
reminds them yet again of the fundamental truth that it is a 
grace to give: 

 
So that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a begin-
ning, so he should also complete this generous undertaking among 
you. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want 
you to excel also in this generous undertaking (2 Cor. 8:6–7).  
 

In the Greek it says simply that he wants them to complete 
and abound ‘in this grace’. The Corinthian church had been 
blessed with an abundance of gifts. They were strong in 
faith; they could speak in tongues; they had the gift of 
knowledge; and they showed great love for Paul and his 
band of evangelists. They were a church which was loaded 
with the gifts of God’s grace. Everything they’d experienced 
of his gifts of the Spirit were given by God. Now, says Paul, 
seeing that you excel in all these wonderful grace-gifts, excel 
in this one also! Excel in the grace of giving! Unlike the 
Macedonians, the Corinthians were neither under 
persecution nor destitute, so how much more liberal ought 
they to be in their giving? Paul genuinely wants them to 
discover that giving is a gift of grace. He lovingly, and in 
deep earnestness, seeks to lead them forward to this 
realisation.  
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 Like the Corinthians, few believers today seem to 
understand that to give is a grace. It is generally viewed as 
a normal human act of kindness or generosity or love. It 
may be those things, but Christian giving is far more. It is a 
grace to give. It is literally something that can only be done 
as the grace of God acts in our lives. Everyone can give 
something—but with what motive? What is the intent of the 
heart when we give? Is it just pity? Is it because we feel 
sorry for those in need? Perhaps the gift is given 
grudgingly? Or reluctantly? Is it restrained giving? Is it 
given with resentment? These are all likely emotions that 
might accompany human giving.  
 But grace-giving is of another dimension. It is Spirit 
motivated. It is God oriented. It is a giving out of a heart of 
love that has no strings attached. There is no agenda with 
grace-giving. It is a giving that does not seek some reward 
or pay-back. Grace-giving is initiated by the love of God 
within us and compels or thrusts us forward with an open-
hearted willingness. Grace-giving is giving to others in the 
same way in which God has given to us. 

Christ Is the Illustration of True Giving 

I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of 
your love against the earnestness of others. For you know the 
generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich (2 Cor. 8:8–9).  
 

Paul nowhere makes the mistake of commanding the 
Corinthians to give. He does not lay a ‘heavy hand’ on them 
or seek to pressurise them into having to give. He does not 
bring some law to bear and insist that they ought to give 
because . . . ! There is no attempt to bring guilt into  
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the matter of their giving. Instead, he requests, makes 
suggestions, gives examples and encourages obedience. 
‘Spontaneity and warmth would be absent from the 
Corinthians’ giving if coercion were present.’5 What Paul 
does is allow them to test the sincerity of their love. He has 
given them the example of the Macedonians—they can 
compare themselves with their sterling effort! But such 
comparisons are always inadequate and fraught with dan-
ger, so Paul simply places the example of Christ before 
them. He says in effect: ‘If you want to compare yourselves 
with anyone, then make the comparison with Christ’. 
 In every sense of the word, Christ was rich beyond our 
imagining, but he became the poorest of the poor for our 
sake. When Christ came to be among us as a human being 
he refused to grasp at his divine status, but chose to be 
obedient as a man: 

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross (Phil. 2:5–8).  
 

 The giving of Christ shows that it cost God everything for 
his Son to come to earth to be as we are. Christ counted it 
all joy to become a man in order to bear the sin of mankind. 
In his great poverty he made the way for us to become rich. 
He made the way for us to come back to the Father and to 
be reinstated as his sons and daughters. We are now joint 
heirs with Christ. We are rich with a magnitude that is 
beyond human calculation. It was the suffering  

                                            
5  Harris, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, p. 368. 
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of Christ and his sin-bearing on our behalf that has won us 
this incalculable benefit. Therefore, if we want to make any 
comparisons in the matter of giving then we ought to con-
sider Christ! 

Christian Giving Is So That There Might  
Be Equality 

And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you 
who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do 
something—now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be 
matched by completing it according to your means. For if the 
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—
not according to what one does not have. I do not mean that there 
should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of 
a fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so 
that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may 
be a fair balance. As it is written, ‘The one who had much did not 
have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little’ (2 
Cor. 8:10–15).  
 

 The Corinthians had decided a year before to give to the 
Christians in Jerusalem. They were in fact the first to raise 
the subject with Paul. They had been willing back then, so 
they ought to get on with it! Obviously the Macedonians had 
outstripped them and got to the task before them. But the 
Corinthians had begun to give the year before, so Paul now 
urges them to complete what they had originally intended to 
do. 
 Paul then gives another important principle in Christian 
giving. Where there is a genuine willingness (wrought by 
grace), then our giving is according to what we have, not 
according to what we don’t have. We give in order to bring 
help and aid to others who—probably through no fault of 
their own—are worse off than we are. We give in  
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order that their burden might be eased. It is pointless giving 
to the needs of others if that very act places us in a worse 
position than they are in. That would be senseless. It would 
not be honouring to God. It would indeed be a bad witness. 
No, the real issue is equality. Even though the Macedonians 
had been led to give ‘beyond their means’, Paul urges the 
Corinthians to give ‘according to your means’. 
 God expects us to discern the needs of others and meet 
them as we are able. If, in the future, we are in the same 
boat and have a need, then it will be that others may meet 
our need out of their current abundance. To illustrate this 
principle, Paul quotes from Exodus (see 16:13–36) in rela-
tion to the gathering of the manna. Each gathered what was 
needed and none had more or less than was needed for the 
day. It was not to be hoarded. It was to be used the same 
day it was gathered—the Sabbath being the only exception. 
Notice that in the case of the manna, equality was legislated 
whereas, here, Paul is advocating a voluntary equality.   
 However, such equality will not occur if we refuse to be 
content with what we now have! If we are living beyond our 
means, or are greedy for more than we actually need, then 
we will have no sensitivity to the needs of others. Money is 
given to us in order to be used. Like the manna of old, it 
should not be hoarded. Bonhoeffer says bluntly, ‘Earthly 
goods are given to be used, not to be collected . . . Hoarding 
is idolatry’.6 Others will always have needs greater than our 
own and we ought to meet those needs out of a genuine 
heart of love. If we come upon hard times at some stage in 
the future, then God will  

                                            
6  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, SCM Press Ltd, London, 

1959, pp. 155–6. 
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prompt those who have more than enough to meet our needs 
when that occasion arises.  

Christians Should Manage Money  
with Discipline and Integrity 

But thanks be to God who put in the heart of Titus the same 
eagerness for you that I myself have. For he not only accepted our 
appeal, but since he is more eager than ever, he is going to you of his 
own accord. With him we are sending the brother who is famous 
among all the churches for his proclaiming the good news; and not 
only that, but he has also been appointed by the churches to travel 
with us while we are administering this generous undertaking for 
the glory of the Lord himself and to show our goodwill. We intend 
that no one should blame us about this generous gift that we are 
administering, for we intend to do what is right not only in the Lord’s 
sight but also in the sight of others. And with them we are sending 
our brother whom we have often tested and found eager in many 
matters, but who is now more eager than ever because of his great 
confidence in you. As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker in 
your service; as for our brothers, they are messengers of the 
churches, the glory of Christ. Therefore openly before the churches, 
show them the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about 
you (2 Cor. 8:16–24).  
 

 Paul took extraordinary steps to manage the money given 
by the Corinthians. The contribution by the Corinthians 
was probably a considerable sum which had to be 
transported from Europe to Palestine—a long and haz-
ardous journey in those days. In order to safeguard the 
funds—as well as his own reputation as someone who could 
be trusted—Paul sent Titus ahead to organise the collection. 
He was known by the Corinthians as a man of integrity and 
godly zeal. He had the same deep concern as did Paul and, 
in fact, had volunteered for the job! 
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 But the task was of such importance that it would have 
been unwise for Paul to have left it in the hands of one per-
son—irrespective of how much that individual may have 
been trusted. Thus Paul also sent with Titus ‘the brother 
who is famous among all the churches for his proclaiming 
the good news’. Probably this was someone who had also 
ministered to the Corinthians and was known and trusted 
by them. This second brother was not just Paul’s choice but 
‘he has also been appointed by the churches to travel with 
us while we are administering this generous undertaking’. 
As if this was not enough, there was a third member of the 
delegation—‘our brother whom we have often tested and 
found eager in many matters, but who is now more eager 
than ever because of his great confidence in you’.  
 This passage is very instructive. Notice Paul’s clearly 
stated reasons for taking these steps and for making these 
detailed provisions: 

 
•   In order to honour the Lord himself. 
•  To show his eagerness and goodwill in wanting to 

help. 
•  To avoid any criticism or blame as he administered 

this liberal gift. 
•  He took pains to do what was right—in men’s eyes as 

well as in the Lord’s. 
•  The couriers were representing the churches in order 

to honour Christ. 
 It is very easy for Christians to be slack in the way in 
which they manage money. This is true, not only for indi-
viduals, but also for churches. The mismanagement of public 
funds given to churches and Christian organistions is a poor 
witness and dishonours God. We should be known  
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as men and women of utter honesty and integrity when it 
comes to managing money. 
 Pastors and church accountants are especially vulnera-
ble. It is easy for them to take for granted that the money 
being handled is not their own but has been given—in many 
cases, lovingly and sacrificially—for them to manage, in 
trust, for the work of the Lord. It is reprehensible when 
churches misspend, or worse, misappropriate con-
gregational funds. We must be scrupulously careful in the 
matter of managing the money given for Christian work. 
Paul was, and we should be too. 
 Paul makes just one final comment to the Corinthians, on 
the basis of all that he has undertaken to ensure the safe 
transit of the money from Corinth to Jerusalem: ‘Therefore 
openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love 
and of our reason for boasting about you’. He wants the 
Corinthians to rise to the occasion; do what they had 
promised to do; honour the Lord by their trust and confi-
dence in Paul and the couriers; and thus let the churches 
around see what was happening! These other churches 
might get the message that giving is an important part of 
Christian discipleship and a significant element of good 
stewardship. 
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9 

New Testament Principles of 
Giving—2 

2 CORINTHIANS 9 
There is really no division between chapters 8 and 9 of  
2 Corinthians. The subject flows on from one into the next. 
Paul is still talking about the principles of Christian giving. 

Christians Should Be Ready to Give Whenever the Need Arises 

Now it is not necessary for me to write you about the ministry to the 
saints, for I know your eagerness, which is the subject of my boasting 
about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been 
ready since last year; and your zeal has stirred up most of them. But 
I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you may 
not prove to have been empty in this case, so that you may be ready, 
as I said you would be; otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me 
and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say 
nothing of you—in this undertaking. So I thought it necessary to 
urge the brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in advance for 
this bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as 
a voluntary gift and not as an extortion (2 Cor. 9:1–5).  
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 Paul had boasted about the liberal offering which the 
Corinthians had promised a year before. He had told the 
churches in Europe of the willingness of the Achaian 
believers and was therefore anxious that they fulfil their 
obligations in this matter. Paul writes to stir up the 
Corinthians so that when he comes neither they nor he will 
be embarrassed. Apparently Paul intended to bring some of 
the Macedonians with him to introduce them to these 
enthusiastic and liberal Christians in Corinth. What a 
shame to turn up with these visitors from the north only to 
find that the Corinthians had not got their act together! 
 Some think Paul was being manipulative here—that this 
was a ‘con’. But he was only reminding the Corinthians of 
what they themselves had offered and promised to do a year 
before. If there had been no offer on their part, then yes, it 
would have been inappropriate for Paul to have written in 
this way. But his main reason for writing in advance and in 
sending the couriers on ahead was so that when he arrived 
with the Macedonian delegation, it would be obvious that 
the Corinthians were giving willingly and generously (as 
they had promised) rather than grudgingly.  
 The point here is that we ought to make adequate prepa-
rations when it comes to giving to the work of the Lord. 
There is the need to be organised and disciplined. It is a 
poor witness to the world (as well as to other Christians) 
when we do not make appropriate preparations for giving. 
Many Christians only ever give on the spur of the moment. 
They never budget. They never think ahead. They give what 
is left over and make no prior preparation to give. On the 
other hand there are those who make promises to give to the 

church’s work in the world but never keep their word. They 
may go to some conference and get enthusiastic about  
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giving systematically, but never actually get around to 
doing it. They are like the Corinthians—enthusiastic, but 
needing a prod to get them going to fulfil their promises. We 
ought to be prepared and ready and willing to give as soon 
as a need arises. 

Generous Giving Brings Rewards— 
to Both Giver and Receiver 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of 
you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work. As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving 
to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only 
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you 
glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ 
and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 
while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing 
grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift! (2 Cor. 9:6–15).  
 

 There are a number of key points that we can deduce 
from this passage: 

(i) What we sow we will reap 

 The farmer sows expecting a crop as a reward. To sow 
sparingly makes no sense for a farmer. The more he sows  
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the more he is likely to get back by way of a bumper crop. 
Our giving to God is said to be like sowing. If we are stingy 
and sparing in our giving, then it means we have no 
expectation of seeing anything by way of results. It means 
we do not understand the grace of God. We do not see that 
he is the one who gives the reward for our generosity: 

 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back (Luke 6:38).  
 
Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; others withhold what is due, 
and only suffer want. A generous person will be enriched, and one 
who gives water will get water [NIV: he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed] (Prov. 11:24–25).  
 
Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and will be repaid in 
full (Prov. 19:17).  
 
Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with 
the poor (Prov. 22:9).  
 
Many people will always be poor because they never give to the cause 
of God . . . God has a way of giving by the cartloads to those who give 
away by shovelfuls (Charles Spurgeon).1 
 

 Some Christians seem to think it is wrong to give with a 
reward in mind, but one of the first things we discover when 
we are disciplined in our giving is that God has a blessing 
for us in giving. New and exciting things will happen, not 
only in our own life but also in the lives of others, as a result 
of our tithing. God is no man’s debtor. ‘. . . the one who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap  

                                            
1  Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His Best, p. 82. 
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bountifully.’ When we give freely and willingly to the Lord, 
we soon discover that we receive back from the Lord 
blessings in abundance! This is not to say that we give in 
order to get, for, as R. G. Le Tourneau once remarked: ‘If 
you give because it pays, then it won’t pay’.2 If we give in 
order to gain some favour or blessing from God then we 
‘neutralize our gift’.3 No, we give out of love and gratitude to 
our Lord, and he wonderfully and marvellously rewards us 
in a multitude of ways.  
 And who said the reward is only for us? What about those 
who get blessed by our giving? Have we no expectation on 

their behalf? Is it that we give without really thinking it will 
do much good? Or are we so concerned for ourselves that we 
rarely think of the good of others when we give? 
 The principle here is that giving is not just a matter of 
arithmetic but of faith. The farmer sows in faith and then 
trusts (God) to give the increase. We are to ‘sow’ in our 
giving with the same faith-attitude. God will in his own way 
and time give us the increase. The fact is, our giving ought 
to reflect the character of God and the liberal way in which 
he gives. When we give it should be with the viewpoint that 
others are going to reap the benefit of this sowing. As we 
give, we need therefore to be on the lookout for that bumper 
crop! That indeed is our reward. Generosity pays handsome 
dividends! 

(ii) We will be loved by God for our cheerful giving 

 John Piper comments on this passage: ‘I take this to 
mean that God is not pleased when people act  

                                            
2  Quoted by J. Oswald Sanders, Problems of Christian Discipleship, China 

Inland Mission, London, 1958, p. 67.  
3  Sanders, Problems of Christian Discipleship, p. 67. 
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benevolently but don’t do it gladly. When people don’t find 
pleasure (Paul’s word is ‘cheer’!) in their acts of service, God 
doesn’t find pleasure in them.’4  
 If our giving is reluctant or grudging or under compul-
sion, then it shows that we do not understand the way in 
which God goes on giving to us. Jesus went to the Cross ‘for 
the joy that was set before him’ (Heb. 12:2). The giving of 
the Father, Son and Spirit is without measure. It is not 
conditioned or restrained. It is a giving that is profuse. It is 
giving that is extravagant. It is over-the-top giving! ‘One 
thing I know’, said Spurgeon, ‘that a cheerful giver always 
wishes he could give ten times as much’.5 
 When we give cheerfully and generously it pleases our 
Father because it is a giving that is like his giving. The 
word Paul uses here in the Greek for ‘cheerful’ is that from 
which we get our English word ‘hilarious’. In other words, 
he is saying, ‘God loves an hilarious giver’. So then, be full of 
joy when you give. What a privilege it is to give in the way 
God gives to us—hilariously! Make up your mind what you 
should be giving and then do so happily and willingly. God 
will love you for it.  

(iii) As we give, God will graciously support us 

 God’s grace abounds to us all the time. He is able to 
support us and provide for us under all circumstances. As a 
result, we will never be without the things we need in life. 
Our Father clothes the lilies of the field, and he will not only 
clothe us but will also enable us to ‘abound in every good 
work’. His righteousness endures for ever,  

                                            
4  Piper, Desiring God, p. 104. 
5  Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His Best, p. 336. 
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and he will never let up in scattering abroad his gifts to the 
poor. He will lavish his grace on us—even in this matter of 
giving—so that we will never be in need. ‘As regularly as 
the resources of the cheerful giver are taxed by his generous 

giving, they are replenished by divine grace.’6 We have an all-
sufficient God and it is impossible that our giving could ever 
match, much less go beyond, his giving to us. 

(iv) As we give, God will multiply our resources  

 Not only does God supply our needs in life but he also 
does something more. He multiples our resources. It is God 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, and it is 
also he who will ‘supply and increase’ our store of seed.  
 In Elijah’s day there was a severe famine for three years. 
By God’s command he went and stayed with the widow of 
Zarephath. She fully believed she and her son would die 
before the drought ended, and the extra burden of having 
Elijah board with her must have been the last straw. But 
God used Elijah to meet her needs. Her meagre supply of 
food did not run out. Humanly speaking it was impossible 
for her oil and meal to have lasted so long. God ‘multiplied 
her resources’. His promise to her through Elijah was: ‘The 
jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail 
until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth’ (1 
Kings 17:14). The miracle happened. Day after day she drew 
from her resources to feed three hungry mouths—and the 
food kept multiplying!  
 Another example: Imagine the disciples’ amazement 
when Jesus instructed them to feed the five thousand who  

                                            
6  Harris, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, p. 376. 
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had gathered to hear him speak! All they had in the basket 
was five loaves of bread and two fishes! How could it be 
done? It was absurd. But the loaves and fishes multiplied! 
Not only was everyone satisfied, but twelve baskets of 
fragments were gathered after the meal—exceedingly more 
than the original supply! The same miracle happened as 
had occurred in Elijah’s day. And it happened a second time 
when Jesus fed another four thousand by the same 
miraculous multiplying principle (Matt. 14:21; 15:38). 
 Here are three wonderful illustrations of God’s method of 
multiplication! He delights in confounding our arithmetic, 
and his way of multiplying our resources transcends human 
wisdom or reasoning. There is therefore a logic of the heart 
which is higher than the logic of the mind when it comes to 
giving money to the Lord. He gives to us and we give back to 
him. But what he gives can multiply in our hands in the 
same way as those loaves and fishes multiplied in the hands 
of the disciples. What an exciting thing to experience. But 
when human reason puts limits on God we fail to see the 
miracle. It is sobering to reflect that the disciples were 
incredulous and could not see what was happening right 
before their eyes. Their unbelief drew a sharp rebuke from 
the Lord: ‘You of little faith’, he said (Matt. 16:8). We too can 
fail to see the miracle of God’s multiplication. We too can 
deliberately refuse to acknowledge that we are involved 
with the God of the impossible. We rationalise. We head off 
to the bank manager for a loan rather then step out in faith 
and see God in action in our midst! The fact is, he is well 
able to ‘supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness’. In faith we need 
to launch out into the deep. As we do, we will be ‘enriched in 
every way for your [our] great generosity’. 
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(v) As we give, others will be blessed and God praised  

 Our generosity will not only bring blessing to us, but it 
will also benefit others. More than anything else, it will res-
onate to God’s glory. It will result in ‘thanksgiving to God’. 
Our Western culture is self-centred and individualistic. We 
are so focused in on ourselves—our needs, our wants, our 
desires, our plans, our future—that we rarely think in terms 
of the needs of others. It is when we look outward and 
consider those in far greater need than ourselves that we 
will begin to give in a way that is truly honouring to God. 
Such good giving will be as light to the dark world around 
us—resulting in praise to God. ‘Let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven’ (Matt. 5:16). Not only does our 
generosity supply the needs of God’s people but it will also 
overflow ‘with many thanksgivings to God’. Men and women 
will praise God for our obedience. God will be honoured. 
Christ will be exalted. The Gospel will be seen as a message 
which has a practical outworking of love. 

(vi) As we give, God’s gracious gift will be seen by all 

 Behind the generous giving of God’s people (as they share 
what they have with others) there will be seen something of 
the grace of God. Since giving is in itself a ‘grace’, it is no 
wonder the grace of God is communicated to others when we 
give with a willing and transparent motive. As we give, 
those who are on the receiving end will pray all the more for 
us! And as they do, their hearts will go out to us because of 
‘the surpassing grace of God that he has given you’.  
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 Paul knew what it was like to be on the receiving end. 
The Philippians had sent gifts to him via Epaphroditus. 
Their generosity and love drew out from him a deep bond 
with the believers in that bustling Macedonian city: 

 
I have been paid in full and have more than enough; I am fully 
satisfied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you 
sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God 
(Phil. 4:18).  
 

 When Paul first arrived in Corinth he met up with 
Priscilla and Aquila. Since both he and they were tentmak-
ers by trade, they had a common interest and so began 
working together. There were those who considered it 
inappropriate for a scribe or rabbi to be earning his living 
from his teaching, so Paul made sure no one could criticise 
him on this account. He made it his practice to support 
himself by his own hands so as not to be a burden to those 
to whom he preached: 

 
You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support 
myself and my companions. In all this I have given you an example 
that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive’ (Acts 20:34–35).  
 
You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked 
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you while we 
proclaimed to you the gospel of God (1 Thess. 2:9).  
 
For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 
idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread 
without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and 
day, so that we might not burden any of you (2 Thess. 3:7–8).  
 

 However, the arrival of Timothy and Titus from 
Thessalonica brought gifts of money for Paul to the extent  
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that he was able to give himself full-time to the proclama-
tion of the Word. He experienced the grace of God many 
times in these gifts from those who supported him finan-
cially. He therefore reminded the Corinthians that their 
giving to the saints in Jerusalem would convey the grace of 
God to them also. In other words, grace evokes genuine love. 
Grace evokes generosity. Grace evokes self-sacrifice. Grace 
evokes prayerful intercession. Grace evokes thanksgiving.  
 But what is the source of this grace? What is the moti-
vation for generosity in giving? What, ultimately, inspired 
and drove the Macedonians and the Corinthians to give 
with such liberality? Surely it was their recognition of the 
generous gift of God to them of his Son. No wonder Paul 
concludes this section of his letter by thanking God. He 
thanks him not just for the generous grace-gift of the 
Corinthians money, but also for the primary ‘indescribable 
gift’—the Father’s grace-gift of Jesus Christ as the Saviour 
of the world. 

All We Have Is Pure Gift 

 When Jesus met the woman at the well that dusty day in 
Samaria, she was astounded at his words. She had come to 
collect water from the well but Jesus spoke of another 
water—the water of life. He spoke of this as the gift of God. 
He said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water’ (John 
4:10). Believers are those who have drunk at this well of 
life. The great gift of God—eternal life—has become ours 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Everything we have and 
everything we are is therefore  
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pure gift from the Father. This means that our giving—
whatever form it may take—flows out of his giving. If we 
seek to help others it is because he has first helped us. If we 
give money or material gifts it is because we recognise that 
they are all gifts to us from him anyway. Whatever we have 
by way of gifts, talents, abilities, spiritual gifts, material 
gifts—these all come from the Father’s hand. Paul asks, 
‘What do you have that you did not receive? And if you 
received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?’ (1 Cor. 
4:7). 
 Christ himself is God’s greatest gift to us. It is out of his 
death that life has come to us. Gratitude of heart cannot but 
rise within us when we contemplate what we might have 
been had he not graced us with this incredible blessing. We 
echo Paul’s words: ‘Thanks be to God for his indescribable 
gift!’ (2 Cor. 9:15).  
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10 

New Testament Principles of 
Giving—3 

THE DISCIPLINE OF GIVING 

How Should We Give? 

 Paul’s collection among the Corinthians for the saints in 
Jerusalem was not haphazard. He gave them a number of 
simple principles which ought to be the basis for our giving 
also: 

 
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save 
whatever extra you earn, so that collections need not be taken when I 
come (1 Cor. 16:2).  

(i) Our giving is to be regular not spasmodic 

 Paul gives us the clue to disciplined giving. On the first 
day of every week each one of you should set aside a sum of 
money according to how God has prospered you. Giving 
should be on a regular basis—weekly at least. Paul 
advocates that on the first day of every week the amount to 
be given should be set aside specifically for the work of the 
Lord. It is this systematic and regular habit of giving  
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that should characterise the life of every believer. It is in 
keeping with the testimony of Scripture concerning the 
systematic and regular giving which we receive from our 
Father. Each day he blesses us. Each day he provides for us. 
Each day he sees to it that our needs are met. There is 
nothing haphazard, spasmodic or casual about his giving to 
us. Unlike us, God does not give just when he gets the urge 
to do so!  
 We ought to be orderly and systematic in this matter as 
in any other responsibility. As we receive our pay, the first 
thing to take out is the amount we have determined to set 
aside for the Lord’s work. This means we will always have 
the Lord in the first place in our lives. This method enables 
us to be thinking always about his mission first. God will 
have first place in our giving instead of him receiving the 
‘left-overs’ of our cash. We need to take care not to ‘dip into’ 
this dedicated money and use it for other purposes. It is for 
the Lord, and that should be that! 

(ii) All Christians should give by the same principle 

 There is a universal principle given here by Paul. He is 
not addressing just one section of the church—he is speak-
ing to everyone without exception. He addresses ‘each of 
you’. This pattern is a good basis for Christians today. Irre-
spective of who in the family earns money, each one  
should set aside a pre-determined amount each week as 
their gift to the Lord for the work of ministry and the fur-
therance of the Gospel. Even young children can be taught 
to give in this way out of their pocket-money. When such  
a pattern is established early, it will be no hardship for 
them to go on giving as they grow up. They will have 
learned to give to the Lord as a natural part of their day-to-
day responsibility. 
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(iii) Our giving is to be proportional to our income 

 Paul is practical. He says that each should set aside a 
sum of money in keeping with his or her income. He is 

saying that all who give should do so on the basis of how 
much they earn. Those who earn a lot should give more 
than those who do not earn very much. It is eminently 
practical. The burden is shared according to what each has. 
Those who have little are not weighed down with the 

responsibility of giving more than they can sensibly afford. 
On the other hand, those who are wealthy are more than able 

to shoulder a greater responsibility in the matter of giving. 
Michael Baughen says: 

 
Some people began to give, perhaps, a dollar. But suppose they 
started giving a dollar as a kid. Some people at the age of 50 are still 
giving a dollar. That’s because they have never thought pro-
portionately. When they started a dollar was a lot, but now it is an 
insult to God.1 
 

He goes on to comment: 
 
Take tithing for example. It’s a tenth. People say ‘that’s an Old 
Testament standard’. Well, do you want less than an Old Testament 
standard as a Christian? We can put it up to an eighth or a seventh 
or a fifth if you’d like to—to make it more Christian!  
 
[It is] a first charge on the income. Many of you tithe already. How do 
you do it? If money is paid into your bank account if you are earning 
a salary, then the thing that many people do is that they take a tenth 
away from that. I draw out in cash once a month a certain amount of 
my tithing to give through the offerings. The rest is kept in a 
separate column in the cash book and marked as set apart for God so 
that I can pay other things by cheque—for world needs and other 
needs like that.  
 

                                            
1  Rev. Michael Baughen, taped study on 2 Corinthians 8 – 9. 
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If you do it as the first charge on your income then there is no pain in 
giving at all. It is only when you have the left-overs for God that you 
can’t give. The first charge makes it so much easier. If you have 
never done that, can I ask that you start doing it. If you are at school 
you may at the moment be on ‘pocket-money’. Or you may be on a 
student grant. You may not be earning very much. But then if you 
start proportionately, when you move out and start earning $10 000 
a year, then a tenth would be $1 000 a year or $20 a week. That’s a 
starter. That’s a tithe. How does that compare with your giving if you 
are on $10 000? And then when you start earning $20 000 or $30 000, 
or you become Prime Minister or something—then if you are working 

proportionately it will go up and up and up. And more and more 
money will be released for the Lord—painlessly. Tithing is painless! 
Marvellous! 2 
 

 What proportion of our income should we give? There are 
no regulations. Each of us should come to the Lord and seek 
his will on the matter. Spurgeon said, ‘It is a blessed thing 
for a young man to begin business with the rule that he will 
give the Lord at least his tenth’.3 Grace will soon teach us 
what proportion of our income is appropriate for us. If the 
proportion that others give is different to ours, then that is 
their business. Each of us will give an account to the Lord 
for our own stewardship. 
 If we are wanting some sort of guide, then—as Michael 
Baughen suggests above—we might keep in mind that the 
Old Testament saints began with a tenth! However, we must 
never lose sight of the fact that our giving is out of gratitude 
to God for his mercies to us. If this is not the motive to our 
giving then we best not give at all. If our giving is just out of 
habit or from some custom or out of sympathy, then it is no 
better than the way pagans might give. 

                                            
2  Baughen, 2 Corinthians 8 – 9. 
3  Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His Best, p. 205. 
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Who Should Give? 

 In every family the various members—young and old—
have obligations and responsibilities. In some way or other, 
all are involved in the running of the home. Each church is 
a family of believers. We are a body and members of Christ 
himself. As such we all have certain responsibilities and 
roles. Each has gifts and graces that have been given for the 
good order and up-building of the whole. Within a 
congregation it is the task of all to be part of the ministry 
and the grace of giving. It is not something that is to be 
shouldered by the few.  
 All believers ought to share in the financial needs of the 
local church as well as the wider mission to the world. In 
the early church every one of the disciples at Antioch con-
tributed to the relief of the Christians in Judea. They gave 
according to their ability: 

 
The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would 
send relief to the believers living in Judea (Acts 11:29).  
 

This grace ministry of giving is not for the unconverted. 
There is something inconsistent and awry when the church 
looks to the world for financial help. Even nominal members 
of a congregation ought not to be pressed in any way to give. 
We are to give to them! We are to minister the grace of 
Christ to them so that they might come to faith, rather than 
trying to get money out of them! We should never try to 
direct others in the matter of giving—especially the 
unconverted in our congregations. ‘If the thrust of grace is 
not there in them, then it will be like flogging a dead horse!’4 

                                            
4  Geoffrey Bingham, NCTM taped study on 2 Corinthians 8 – 9, 6/6/96. 
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Who or What Is the Object of Our Giving? 

(i) We give to the poor and needy 

 This has been outlined earlier in chapter 6, but we should 
be reminded that this need is given prominence in the New 
Testament. When Paul and Barnabas conferred with James, 
Peter and John in Jerusalem, they urged them to remember 
the poor, which, of course, they were ready to do (Gal. 2:10). 
On hearing of an approaching famine, the disciples at 
Antioch (as we read above), disregarding their own possible 
needs, determined to send relief to the brethren in Judea 
(Acts 11:27–30).  
 George Whitefield was probably one of the greatest 
preachers who has ever lived.5 His prolific labour as a tire-
less itinerant evangelist was matched by a constant concern 
for the financial needs of the poor—especially orphan chil-
dren in the fledgling colonies of New England. Although he 
collected vast sums of money on their behalf, he had no 
interest in wealth himself. One biographer said, ‘He cared 
little for money, except as a help to the cause of Christ, and 
refused it, when pressed upon him for his own use, once to 
the amount of £7000’.6 Another biographer records: 

 
In one of his journeys, Whitefield was told of a widow with a large 
family, whose landlord had distrained [seized] her furniture 
. . . Whitefield’s purse was never large, but his sympathy was great, 
and he immediately gave the five guineas the helpless woman 
needed. The friend who was travelling with him hinted that the sum 
was more than he could reasonably afford; to which  

                                            
5  John Dunn, George Whitefield: Man of Grace, NCPI, Blackwood, 1992. 
6  J. C. Ryle, Select Sermons of George Whitefield, The Banner of Truth 

Trust, London, 1958, p. 29. 
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the . . . reply was, ‘When God brings a case of distress before us, it is 
that we may relieve it’.7 

 
 Charles Spurgeon lived one hundred years after 
Whitefield, and he too was a renowned preacher.8 He was 
pastor of the huge Metropolitan Tabernacle congregation in 
London where many thousands gathered week by week to 
hear him preach. But Spurgeon’s concerns extended way 
beyond the immediate needs of his own people. He 
addressed the weekly prayer meeting one evening in 1866 
and said: 

 
Dear friends, we are a huge church, and should be doing more for the 
Lord in this great city. I want us, tonight, to ask Him to send us some 
new work; and if we need money to carry it on, let us pray that the 
means also may be sent.9  

 
A few days later he received a letter from an unknown 
widow of a Church of England minister, with the promise of 
twenty thousand pounds. She said it was to be used for the 
training and educating of ‘orphan boys’. In those days this 
was an enormous sum of money, and Spurgeon felt sure 
that she had made a mistake in the figure, inadvertently 
adding a couple of noughts on the end! On meeting her, 
Spurgeon thanked her for the two hundred pounds. ‘Two 
hundred?’ she replied, ‘I meant to write twenty thousand’.10 

                                            
7  Arnold Dallimore, George Whitefield, vol. 2, The Banner of Truth Trust, 

Edinburgh, 1980, p. 94. 
8  John Dunn, Charles Spurgeon: Man of the Spirit, NCPI, Blackwood, 1993. 
9  Arnold Dallimore, Spurgeon, The Banner of Truth Trust, Edinburgh, 1985, 

p. 126. 
10  Dallimore, Spurgeon, p. 126. 
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(ii) We give for the local work of ministry 

 The local church needs money for its work. Yet money is 
not the great need. Our need is to place our emphasis where 
the Scriptures place it. Abundance of money is certainly not 
a proof of a spiritual church. In Acts 3:1–6 we see Peter and 
John, penniless in their earthly poverty, yet powerfully 
dispensing spiritual blessing. Peter and John, and later 
Paul, learned this from him who exchanged the riches of the 
Father’s home in heaven for a life of poverty on earth.  
 Our spending on the local church must always be seen in 
the light of the great missionary need worldwide for the 
spread of the Gospel. It is so easy to become caught up with 
our domestic needs and fail to see that we have our 
priorities out of proportion. 
 As a teacher and preacher, the apostle Paul laid great 
stress on self-support and, at times, worked for his living as 
a tent-maker. Nevertheless, Acts 18:5 tells us that ‘Paul was 
occupied with preaching’. He gave himself wholly to this 
task. So he instructed: ‘Those who are taught the word must 
share in all good things with their teacher’ (Gal. 6:6). Yet he 
never insisted on his rights: ‘. . . that in my proclamation I 
may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full 
use of my rights in the gospel’ (1 Cor. 9:18).  
 On the other hand, those with the responsibility for 
paying the salaries of their spiritual teachers should bear in 
mind Paul’s instruction: ‘Let the elders who rule well be 
considered worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching’ (1 Tim. 5:17). 
 It is rare today to find someone like George Müller who 
refused to accept any stipend as the pastor of his church. He 
said: ‘Fear of offending those who pay his salary has  
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kept many ministers from preaching the uncompromising 
Word of God’.11 Müller therefore determined that any 
monies provided for him should be done so voluntarily. At 
the same time, he was responsible for the founding of 
orphanages in Bristol which required staggering sums of 
money for their upkeep. The story of Müller is a stimulating 
account of what happens when someone has God’s giving 
and the potential for human giving in a right perspective.12  
However, Müller could never have maintained his local 
ministry had not ordinary Christians heeded God’s leading, 
by giving regularly and systematically towards his support.  
 Christians should be alert and ready to give for the work 
of ministry, whatever form that may take. 

(iii) We give for the spread of the Gospel 

 Money for the spread of the Gospel should be the primary 
focus of every church. The extraordinary example of Peoples 
Church in Toronto, Canada, shows what can be done when 
just one congregation sets its sights on God’s goals rather 
than on its own.13 The blessing of giving comes back to us 
when we have our priorities right. ‘And my God will fully 

satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 4:19). These were not words of 
encouragement given by a local church  

                                            
11  G. Müller, The Autobiography of George Müller, Whitaker House, New 

Kensington, 1984, p. 36. 
12  John Dunn, George Müller: A Biography, NCPI, Blackwood, 1998. 
13  By 1996, Peoples Church, Toronto, had contributed some $40 million 

(Canadian) to missions worldwide through faith-promise offerings. It supports 
some 400 ‘career’ missionaries as well as about 100 national pastors on five 
continents. 
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to a missionary whom they were sending out, but words of 
the missionary to a church which had loyally and faithfully 
discharged her obligations to him. Because they had ‘once 
and again’ supplied the apostle’s needs as he proclaimed the 
Gospel, he tells them their needs will be supplied by God.  
 John Piper makes the following observation: 

 
. . . we should be content with the simple necessities of life because 
we could invest the extra we make for what really counts. Three 
billion people today are outside Jesus Christ. Two-thirds of them 
have no viable Christian witness in their culture. If they are to 
hear—and Christ commands that they hear—then cross-cultural 
missionaries will have to be sent and paid for. All the wealth needed 
to send this new army of good news ambassadors is already in the 
church. If we, like Paul, are content with the simple necessities of 
life, hundreds of millions of dollars in the church would be released 
to take the gospel to the frontiers. The revolution of joy and freedom 
it would cause at home would be the best local witness imaginable. 
The biblical call is that you can and ought to be content with life’s 
simple necessities.14 

(iv) We give to fellow believers 

 ‘So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work 
for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of 
faith’ (Gal. 6:10). Our giving is to be with the object of 
sharing what we have with those in need who do not have 
the resources at the time to manage without our help. This 
applies to all people, but especially to those who are our 
fellow-believers. We ought to be attentive to the possible 
needs of our brethren and be willing to have the Spirit give 
our elbow a nudge to help them as the need and occasion 
arises. 

                                            
14  John Piper, Desiring God, p. 163. 
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 The story of my own experience (as told in chapter 13) 
illustrates the blessing which can come to a believer when 
fellow Christians are obedient in giving when a friend is in 
need. As we have seen in chapter 8, Paul’s teaching on 
giving was with a view to there being equality among 
believers. This means we ought to make it our aim to be 
alert to the possible financial needs of our brothers and 
sisters, and so seek ways to aid and support them during 
their times of want. Obviously wisdom must be exercised in 
this regard so that any embarrassment on their part is to be 
avoided. Giving anonymously to our brethren who are in 
need is probably the best method. 

(v) We give towards buildings and facilities 

 Very little is said about this in the New Testament. We 
read of the churches in various homes, such as in the house of 
Priscilla and Aquila. The early disciples preached anywhere 

they could find an audience. Paul used the synagogue in 
those towns where he was permitted to do so, but often had 
to hire a hall or some other convenient venue in order to 

carry out his teaching and preaching ministry. Yet buildings 

are important—we need something to keep the weather out 
and to provide adequate facilities for our ministry. They 

need not be ornate. They should never be treated as a pri-
ority. They are part of God’s provision as we give ourselves to 

our primary tasks. But we need great wisdom and resolve in 
order to keep our facility needs in a correct perspective and 
not become obsessed with local ‘kingdom-building’!  
 I once had a letter from a young couple who had become 
concerned that their church had got its priorities wrong. 
They had embarked on a huge building program when in 
fact the facilities they already had were only marginally 
inadequate. The husband wrote:  
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I am concerned about the magnitude of the project in proportion to 
the size of our present congregation. If we do not need the extra 
facilities now, then I don’t know whether by conscience I could give to 
such a project when I am gripped by the needs of mission overseas, 
let alone mission in Australia, and especially the plight of the 
persecuted church. If our church were busting at the seams I could 
appreciate the need to build, and might not be bothered in my 
conscience about financing construction, but I am not comfortable 
about building in advance for church growth. I do not think my wife 
and I can subscribe to the building project and wonder whether we 
should continue to go to [our church] if we are not supportive in this 
giving. We also wonder whether we want to be part of a church 
where the priorities are on building projects rather than giving to 
mission, relief, ministry.  
 

I sympathised deeply with my friends in what seemed to be 
a genuine dilemma. 
 In the early 1970s, All Souls, Langham Place in London, 
was indeed ‘bursting at the seams’, and it became a matter 
of necessity that a solution be found. A rebuilding program 
seemed to be the only way.  From the outset, the whole 
congregation was involved in the decision as to how the 
project should be financed. All was bathed in persistent 
prayer over several years as they sought to know the mind 
of the Lord. They eventually came to the conclusion that 
they would not use a firm of fund-raising consultants as this 
would conflict with their principles of faith, prayer and 
commitment. Rather, they chose to go forward together and 
shoulder the entire financial burden themselves—to the 
amount of £766 000!15 Above all else, they wanted the Lord to 
be honoured. Once having committed themselves to going 
ahead, the level of income at All Souls over the two-year 
construction project was always about six months  

                                            
15  Today, this would be about $3 million. 
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ahead of the actual expenditure required.16 This huge sum 
of money was given over and above their normal support for 
missions and other needs. 

                                            
16  The remarkable story of All Souls can be read in two publications: Inside 

Story, published by All Souls in 1976; and M. Endersbee, Hidden Miracles at All 
Souls, Lakeland, London, 1977. 

NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES OF GIVING—3 119

 
 

11 

Two Additional Ways  
of Giving 

It is not uncommon for churches, Christian organisations 
and Missionary societies to seek financial help from believ-
ers during certain special events. This is seen as additional 
to the normal giving which a person would make week by 
week to their local church. These events may take the form 
of an Annual Convention—as, for example, has been the 
tradition at Peoples Church in Toronto. Others may make a 
plea for assistance for a one-off special need—as was the 
case for the rebuilding of All Souls in London. 
 There are, however, differences in the basis of the giving 
in these two examples quoted. Peoples Church uses ‘faith-
promise offerings’ as first introduced by Oswald Smith back 
in the 1920s. All Souls employed the use of ‘pledges’ from its 
congregation to gain financial support for their rebuilding 
program. 

PLEDGES 

A pledge is basically a promise on the part of an individual 
to give a certain amount out of their income. It  
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is an amount which they decide is possible to give out of 
their known resources. It may well involve a significant 
sacrifice and be very much a matter of faith. It could mean 
that the person gives up something in order to fulfil that 
pledge. They might forgo the new car or a planned holiday, 
and, instead, give the money to the special cause being 
placed before them. The pledge is clearly between the 
individual and the Lord. It is a promise made on the basis of 
prayerful thought and consideration. 
 Where pledges are used, the individual is usually asked 
to fill out a card nominating the amount they will give dur-
ing the coming twelve months. Once all the pledge cards are 
gathered, the full amount can be assessed and the budget 
for the forthcoming year established. 
 Michael Baughen relates a number of incidents during 
the building program in Manchester where he was once 
pastor of a small church: 

 
In those early days for me in Manchester I dared to say in my initial 
letter to the people that I hoped even the poorest people might think 
of giving £25.1 That’s not very much these days, but it was then. I 
had a fellow with me from a previous parish and he picked up this 
letter and said to me as he looked at it: ‘You don’t honestly expect 
ordinary people to give £25?’ At that moment there was a ‘plop’ 
through the letterbox, and in the envelope that I picked up were 25 
one pound notes—from a little old lady in the Parish, a very poor 
person, saying: ‘I want to be the first to give’. He was dumbfounded. 
 
One elderly lady came to see me. ‘My husband and I (her husband 
had been dead twenty years) had always wanted to give a hundred 
pounds.’ I knew she lived in just a one up and one down house—
that’s one room downstairs and one bedroom upstairs and the  

                                            
1  Today, this would be about $125. 
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toilet outside. She lived very simply and had newspaper on the table 
instead of a table cloth. She lived very simply indeed on her old age 
pension. She said, ‘I so want to do this. I don’t know how I can.’ A few 
weeks later she came back and she pressed seventy pound notes into 
my hand. She said: ‘I thought, what have I got that is valuable? The 
only thing that I could think of was some crockery: just a bit of 
crockery that I had—some cups and saucers. I took them and found 
that they were worth a lot more than I ever realised. So I sold them, 
and here is the money.’  
 
Now before we got much further—a few months later—she had made 
it a hundred, and a hundred and fifty, and so on. I don’t know how, 
but when the heart wants to give, God provides the way. It’s the 
heart—not the matter of the poverty, but the heart—that opens up 
giving.  
 
So this is something that is regardless of circumstances. I remember 
again, one student who sent me a cheque (again in Manchester) for 
seventy pounds,2 saying: ‘Buy a lump of hall with this!’ 
 

Michael Baughen goes on to describe some of the events 
relating to the rebuilding of All Souls in London: 

 
People have said to me: ‘Look, I have said to God, I am going to think 
of the highest possible figure I can ever give then I am going to 
double it!’—this is Bishop Alf Stanway’s dictum. Well, a lot of people 
heard Alf Stanway say that and did it and found  
that God honoured in every case. Of course, they gave more than 
double in the end. Once you start to open up to giving, God enables 
you. And they have said: ‘I couldn’t think how it could be possible’. 
For example: this person suddenly had a tax rebate, or they had a 
sudden raise in pay or as a teacher the pay rise came but it was 
backdated four months. The stories were all over—but wherever the 
heart had opened out to really reach for Jesus, he had provided it. 

                                            
2  Today, this would be about $350. 
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Some people went without any new clothing in our building project 
(we went over two years). Some people went without holidays. They 
lived on the minimum. I know many nurses in our congregation who 
gave as much as three thousand pounds in a couple of years by living 
on the minimum for two years and giving everything else for the 
Lord.  
 
There is a limit to how long you can do that, but when the heart does 
that, God blesses. People say to me, ‘How could you possibly in your 
church have raised three quarters of a million pounds in just over 
two years?’ The answer is, simply, by the heart. That’s all. When the 
heart opens, God opens and meets with people. 
 
So regardless of circumstances—you don’t stand back and say: ‘I can’t 
afford it’—if your heart is there, you will be enabled by God.  
 
During that building project in London, one couple gave three 
thousand pounds which they had saved up as a deposit on a house.3 
They were about to get married. They went back to square one and 
started again. Now, only love does that. I didn’t beat them around 
the head. But love released them to give and they just longed for the 
honour of Jesus in what we were involved in together and regarded it 
as a privilege.4 
 

As in all matters, we need wisdom regarding our money so 
that our giving will be honouring to God. Michael Baughen 
gives an illustration of one person’s folly: 

 
One lad I knew was so burdened about the need to give to God and to 
trust God, but one particular week he gave all his wage away, and he 
said, ‘I will trust God for the money for the petrol for my motorbike to 
get me to work’. What happened? He had to borrow the money, 
because God gave him his salary to live on and to pay the basics and 
then to give. It is pointless to give everything away and then to have 
to go and beg for the basics. No, God does not intend us to put 
ourselves in difficulty by over-sharing. 

                                            
3  Today, this would be about $15 000. 
4  Rev. Michael Baughen, taped study on 2 Corinthians 8 – 9. 
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FAITH-PROMISE OFFERINGS 

Faith-promise offerings are somewhat different to a pledge, 
in that they are not based on what the individual thinks 
they can give, but on what they believe the Lord will provide 
for them to give. The account of Oswald Smith’s experience 
will illustrate the principle.  
 In the early 1920s he became the pastor of a small 
Toronto church—Parkdale Tabernacle. Almost immediately, 
he was plunged into an entirely new experience at their 
annual missionary convention. For the first time he 
encountered their custom of calling for pledges from the 
congregation for the overseas missions work of the church. 
When Oswald was handed an envelope containing a pledge 
card he read the words: In dependence upon God I will 
endeavour to give to the missionary work of the church 
$______  during the coming year.  
 His biographer records what happened:  

 
That leaves me out, Oswald figured. After all, the Lord knew that the 
weekly twenty-five dollars the church was paying him . . . would 
barely cover expenses—and there soon would be a new baby to 
provide for. But just as Oswald was scrunching up the envelope, the 
Lord spoke to him, I’m not asking you to give out of what you have. 
Will you trust me to put extra money into your hands so that you may 
give it to foreign missions? 
 
Oswald’s heart beat faster: All right, Lord, I’ll trust you. How much 
should it be? ‘Fifty dollars’ came the immediate response. That was 
more than half a month’s salary! I must have heard you 
wrong . . . But no, fifty dollars was the strong impression. The voice 
of the Lord whispered, ‘That is the way. Walk in it.’5 

                                            
5  Lois Neely, Fire in His Bones, Tyndale House Publishing Inc., Wheaton, 

1982, p. 129. 
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It was this experience which changed Oswald Smith’s life 
and set him on a lifelong path of trusting the Lord for vast 
sums of money for missions which were way beyond his 
meagre means.  
 From this illustration we can see that those who enter 
into a faith-promise offering seek the Lord and determine by 
prayer and meditation what they believe he would want to 
supply to them over and above their normal income. It is a 
venture of faith and it is a giving ‘beyond one’s means’ as 
the Macedonian Christians did in Paul’s day. Faith-promise 
giving is to give beyond one’s means, where you pray in 
what is outside your normal financial capacity or ability.  
 The 1996, Peoples Magazine of Peoples Church, Toronto 
had this to say about faith-promise giving: 

 
Faith Promises are usually received during a Missions Conference or 
a missionary service. The pastor gives each person an envelope and 
asks the people to fill in their name and how much they believe God 
would have them give to missions each month for the coming year.6 
By totalling all the promises, the pastor can determine the church’s 
missions goal for the year. 
 
There are several important truths that should be understood about 
Faith Promises.  
 
First: a Faith Promise is made according to your faith. You promise 
to give what God provides. It is not a pledge. Pledges are made on the 
basis of what you foresee as possible for you to do from your known 
income. 
 
Second: a Faith Promise is an agreement between you and God. No 
one will come to collect it. Your promise represents a personal goal of 
what you want to attempt for God. 

                                            
6  The Faith Promise Card of Peoples Church states that the person does not 

have to fill in their name if they do not wish to. The Faith Promise can be 
entirely anonymous. 
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Third: a Faith Promise is a plan for giving in addition to your regular 
tithes and offerings. Traditionally a tithe is understood as one tenth 
of your income that belongs to God. Offerings are your gifts above 
your tithe for special needs or projects. As Christians are faithful in 
giving their tithes and offerings, the operational needs of the church 
are met. Faith Promise giving is a step beyond tithes and offerings: it 
is believing God to supply funds that you as a steward can give 
towards reaching the world with the Gospel. 
 
Fourth: Faith Promise giving enables every Christian to have a part 
in fulfilling the Great Commission. The command of Jesus: ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel’ (Mark 16:15), is not 
directed just to those whom God calls as ministers. Spreading the 
Gospel is the responsibility of every believer. Most laymen want to be 
part of reaching the world for Christ but they don’t know what they 
can do. Faith Promise allows everyone to participate in the 
missionary endeavour of the church. 
 
Faith Promise giving emphasizes not what you have to give, but 
what you can believe God to supply. If you feel that your faith is 
weak, you have every right to ask God to increase it. Of course, 
committing to God what we already have in our possession prepares 
us to believe him for additional resources. One of the exciting things 
about Faith Promise giving is that it enriches the life of the giver. 
His faith stretches past its former boundaries into areas he hasn’t 
claimed before. The excitement of having God supply the funds to 
pay the Faith Promise encourages the giver to believe for spiritual as 
well as material needs. 
 
Faith Promise giving can revitalize a church. Testimonies from 
congregation after congregation reveal that they have received both 
financial and spiritual blessing because of the excitement and faith 
generated in their midst by the church uniting in Faith Promise 
giving. This faith has enabled many churches to be of greater service 
in their own communities than they would have dared to believe 
possible before they experienced the adventure of Faith Promise 
giving. 
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Our founder, Dr Oswald J. Smith, who led Peoples Church to become 
one the greatest mission-giving churches in the world, introduced the 
Faith Promise plan. He said: ‘If I had waited until I had the cash, I 
would not have given at all. But I gave when I did not have it. I had 
to trust God for it’.   
 
A Faith Promise is a means of giving to God when we do not have 
anything to give. How much can you trust your Heavenly Father to 
channel through you to reach the multitudes that he loves and 
yearns for? 
 

Oswald Smith’s faith-promise offering principle has been 
taken up by thousands of churches around the globe. It is 
the reason why the extraordinarily high level of giving of 
some churches for missions is out of all proportion to the 
small size of their congregations. As the article above notes, 
where faith-promise giving has been used, the tide of faith 
in the whole congregation rises. Individuals see God at work 
in their own lives, providing them with monetary resources 
they could not have imagined possible. As the level of giving 
increases so the congregation (to say nothing of the pastor) 
is encouraged and spiritual growth takes place. The world 
looks on and sees something that defies human explanation. 
God is thereby honoured, and giving to missions receives an 
enormous injection of much needed funds. 
 Geoffrey Bingham tells of the effect of introducing faith-
promise offering to the Garrison Church at Millers Point 
when he was pastor in the early 1950s: 

 
They used to give about £20 to mission each year, but within four 
years the giving increased by 70 times to around £1,400.  
 

He also tells of a small congregation in Western Australia 
which decided to help the Cambodian refugees during that 
crisis some years ago: 
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They chose to use faith-promise offerings as the means of raising the 
money for this project. They started by giving about $1,000 a month 
but they got so excited when they discovered what God could do 
through them that they determined to go on giving by this method. 
Within a few years they were giving around $70,000 annually. They 
were giving beyond their means but not beyond God’s means.7 
 

 Happy the pastor and congregation who discover God’s 
wonderful provision through giving by faith-promise offer-
ings. Under these circumstances, giving becomes a grand 
adventure! History is full of stories of people who have given 
in this way. Many will never be known. Only the Gospel of 
grace produces such liberality—the liberality of men and 
women who do not insist on having the security of a 
‘financial comfort zone’, but are prepared to trust God for all 
things—including the matter of money. 

OUR FAITH-WITNESS TO THE WORLD 

As Christians we must recognise that we have a witness to 
give to the world around us. If our attitude to money and 
how we use it is no different from the world’s ways, then 
there is no real witness. We are certainly giving out a mes-
sage, but it is not the message of faith. It is not the message 
of grace. It is not the message that we have a great God who 
supplies all our needs according to his riches in glory. 
 If this witness is true of us as individuals, it is even more 
so for the church. The world looks at the church and its 
money dealings with great suspicion. It can never fully  

                                            
7  Geoffrey Bingham, NCTM taped study on 2 Corinthians 8 – 9, 6/6/96. 
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believe that someone is not getting ‘ripped off’ somewhere. 
Some churches have indeed been rocked by scandal 
involving the misuse of large sums of money—especially in 
the case of some of the tele-evangelists in the States. That 
poor witness has rightly fuelled the criticism of unbelievers. 
Many Christians have been left discouraged and 
disillusioned. 
 We must recognise that we have an extraordinarily 
important role in witnessing to the community in which we 
live. A significant element of that witness relates to what 
the world perceives is our approach to money. How do we 
gather funds? What do we do with the money we collect? Is 
it obvious that we are relying on the Lord? Or do we convey 
the message that we do things much the same way as the 
world does? Because the Christian church is called 
primarily to live by faith, these are important issues to be 
faced. Reg Hanlon—a previous minister of St Paul’s, 
Chatswood in Sydney—once said: ‘The community must see 
faith working in the local church if they are to believe our 
message’. The message which our community receives from 
us ought to be loud and clear. Reg went on to say: ‘Those 
Christians have something going for them up there at the 
local kirk. How do they do it? Where does all that money 
come from? We know they don’t take out loans. We know 
there are no millionaires in the congregation—in fact, 
they’re a pretty poor lot. But look what they accomplish!’ 
 Faith speaks by actions! We have a message of faith 
which must be accompanied by actions of faith. That must 
include all that we do with regard to money, giving and 
finances. If God is not being honoured by our attitudes and 
priorities with respect to money then our message of grace 
will have a hollow ring to it. We may well wonder why  
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the world does not believe our Gospel. We may wonder why 
our congregations are lacklustre and half-hearted in their 
devotion to the Lord and his great mission to the world: 

 
Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in 
the world. It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can 
boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or labor in vain 
(Phil. 2:14–16). 
 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge 
you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that 
wage war against the soul. Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see 
your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge (1 
Peter 2:9–12). 
 
Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your 
obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the 
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others (2 Cor. 
9:13). 
 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16). 
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12 

A Personal Testimony— 
Part 1 

I was brought up in a Christian home where tithing was a 
natural and accepted part of my parents’ involvement with 
their church. As far as I can tell there was no compulsion, 
and their giving seemed to be undertaken freely and joy-
ously. Although, as a child, I had little or no understanding 
of what it meant to ‘give to the Lord’, I was aware of how 
seriously my father viewed this matter of Christian giving.  
 We were a family of seven and relatively poor—the only 
income being that derived from my father’s meagre earnings 
of around £5 (say $200) per week as a clerk. Out of this he 
gave his tithe ($20), another $20 a week went on train fares 
and other expenses, $34 a week on payments for the house 
and $40 a week for tax. That left only about $86 a week to 
feed and clothe the family. Dad worked exceptionally hard. 
He grew all our vegetables and made much of our furniture. 
Mum made most of our clothes. I was the youngest and got 
all the hand-me-downs! Though it was often a struggle for 
mum and dad to make ends meet, they never missed giving 
that tenth to  
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the Lord week by week. I know there were those who 
thought them extremely foolish, and some were quite vocal 
in their criticism of my father for ‘not acting more 
responsibly’ with what little money he had. Looking back, I 
have no doubt the Lord honoured their obedience.  
 When I was about nine, some old friends of Mum’s 
bequeathed their home to her in their will. The gift came 
not only as a huge surprise to my parents but also as a 
colossal blessing. We moved into the beautiful ninety-year-
old home at Thornleigh and Dad used the money from the 
sale of the Eastwood house to renovate and extend the new 
one. I suspect the gift of the Thornleigh home was probably 
God’s way of honouring mum and dad for their faithfulness 
in giving, over all those previously difficult years. 
 My father continued to tithe up until his death at 57. My 
mother lived on to 86—never missing a week of tithing her 
income. 

YOUTH LEADER 

In 1956 I was appointed a leader of the youth fellowship at 
St Luke’s Anglican Church, Thornleigh. However, it was not 
until July the following year that I actually came to know 
the Lord. Several months later (in September 1957) it was 
discovered that I had a cancerous growth in my groin and 
was admitted to Gloucester House in Sydney for immediate 
surgery. 
 My recuperation coincided with our annual youth house-
party which I had eagerly looked forward to attending. After 
some persuasion the surgeon gave permission for me to go 
away for the weekend, provided I did not  
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attempt to do any walking. My brother Bill kindly lent me 
his freshly-ducoed little Austin A40 and so off I went on the 
Friday evening—heading for Chaldercot, the Anglican 
Conference Centre in the National Park south of Sydney.  I 
had two friends with me but none of us had been to this 
campsite before and we were unsure of its exact location. It 
was quite late on the Friday night when the car descended 
the dirt road to the water’s edge, to where I thought 
Chaldercot was situated.  
 As it happened, I had taken a wrong turn somewhere in 
the dark and ended up at a dead end on the shore of Port 
Hacking. I headed the little Austin back up the very rough, 
steep track to get back onto the main road. Half way up the 
hill there was a loud bang under the rear of the car and it 
began to roll backwards off the track and into the scrub. I’d 
broken the back axle! The car went off the side of the road 
and into a clump of bushes. Just below—along the water’s 
edge—there was a bushfire. It was now about midnight and 
I was frantic. 
 We’d seen a light in a hut near the shore and thought we 
might find someone there who could help. I eased myself out 
of the driver’s seat and attempted to walk down the hill in 
the dark. But it was too much for me and so my two friends 
headed off while I stayed in the car. A man at the hut 
offered to ride his motorbike to Chaldercot for assistance. 
About 30 minutes later my Thornleigh friends arrived. We 
could do nothing about the A40, and so we were taken to our 
campsite—arriving there well after midnight. I was in a 
terrible state. I still had the stitches in my leg and was now 
in a lot of pain. My trousers were soaked with blood. I 
remembered the doctor’s stern warning that I was not to do 
any walking or the outcome could be very serious!  
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 A small room had been set aside for me at Chaldercot and 
I flopped into bed. I didn’t dare look at my leg. Out of the 
window I could see the glow of the bushfire over the hill and 
had visions of my brother’s A40 going up in flames. I knew 
he’d skin me alive for wrecking his car. It would be an 
understatement to say I was very unhappy! Our assistant 
minister Peter Ball was one of those who had come to rescue 
me. As soon as I was in bed he came into my room to talk 
briefly. I was beside myself with worry—about my leg and 
about the car. I kept saying: ‘We must do something about 
the car!’ He quietly reminded me that there was absolutely 
nothing we could do about the car until the morning. This 
really irritated me. He then said there was something we 
could do right now—pray! He suggested that perhaps I had 
never really learned to trust the Lord, and now—more than 
ever before—needed to do so. My reply was abrupt: ‘Peter, 
I’m not in the mood for that sort of thing’. It seemed 
irrelevant—after all, this was a real problem!  
 Naturally, Peter prayed for me and then left. I tried to 
sleep. I was exhausted but too frantic to even shut my eyes. 
Nevertheless, I thought about Peter’s words. I began to 
think he was right. I had never faced anything like this 
before. What did I really know about a prayer-answering 
God who was interested enough in me personally to actually 
intervene in my life? Questions flooded my mind: What 
about the car? Would it just be a burnt-out hulk by the 
morning? How could I face my brother? And what was going 
to happen to me? Was the cancer malignant? Would I die? 
Was this the end? What was life all about anyway? How 
could I ever face going on as a youth fellowship leader if I 
didn’t really come to terms with all this? How real was God 
to me? 
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 For the first time in my life I genuinely prayed. It may 
have been a very selfish prayer but I meant it with all my 
heart. It went something like this: ‘Dear God, HELP!’ I 
eventually went to sleep and didn’t wake until quite late on 
the Saturday morning. I suddenly remembered all the pre-
vious night’s happenings. My first thought was for my leg. It 
was a mess. I changed the dressing but never said a word to 
anyone about it. I then tried to find Peter.   
 I learned that after Peter had left me the previous night 
he had woken up the kids and gathered them in the lounge 
room for an emergency prayer meeting. They prayed quite 
specifically for the Lord to overrule in the whole affair and 
that he would reveal himself to me. They prayed for the car 
and they also prayed that I would be healed. That morning 
Peter had taken up a collection from all the kids and 
returned to Sydney to see if he could buy another back axle 
for my brother’s Austin. 
 Peter arrived back after lunch with the newly-purchased 
axle. He and two others drove me out to find the A40. I was 
very apprehensive. When we arrived I could hardly believe 
my eyes. The bushfire had come up the hill and literally 
gone around the Austin on both sides, leaving it untouched. 
When we towed it out of the scrub back onto the track there 
wasn’t a scratch anywhere to be seen on its fresh duco. I 
was absolutely speechless—I might say with relief more 
than with recognition of the miracle before my eyes. 
 None of us knew anything about cars—let alone replacing 
back axles—and we ended up having to dismantle the 
differential because the broken stub end of the axle was 
lodged in the main gear. This was a major task. All I could 
do was watch while the others worked. Eventually the car 
was back together and functioning. I was now able to  
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enjoy the weekend at last, but little did I realised the sig-
nificance of what had happened. 
 On the Monday following the house party I had to go back 
into Gloucester House to see the surgeon. I thought he’d 
explode when he saw my leg. Etched in my memory is the 
look on his face when he took off the dressing. He was 
clearly amazed because my leg was completely healed. He 
just stood there and stared. There was nothing to show for 
the surgery or of the mess the wound had been in, only two 
days before. I too was amazed. He then said to me: ‘You 
must have really nursed your leg over the weekend. I can 
take the stitches out now.’ 
 What followed during the next few weeks was quite 
extraordinary. I now know that I had not recognised what 
had happened and was treating all the events as a ‘lucky 
break’. I think I must have been so thick in the skull that it 
needed a sledge-hammer to force me to see what the Lord 
was beginning to do in my life! 
 My immediate responsibility was to pay for the hospital 
and medical expenses and I also felt obliged to pay back the 
fellowship kids for the cost of the back axle. Because I was 
an apprentice and had only been working a little over 18 
months, I found this a significant financial hurdle. However, 
during those weeks following the house party I started 
getting letters in the post or envelopes slipped under the 
door—all of which contained money. Never was there any 
indication as to where it came from. Then suddenly it 
stopped. When I counted up the money I’d received, it came 
to the exact amount of the back axle! To this day I have no 
explanation nor do any of my friends know how it came 
about.  
 It was these anonymous gifts of money that the Lord used 
to force me to recognise that he had indeed been  
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working in my life in answer to my plea for help that night 
at Chaldercot. 
 During the following months I had to go back to 
Gloucester House for regular check-ups because it was 
thought the growth would re-appear somewhere else on my 
body. It never has in that form and I can only conclude that 

the pathology test was a false alarm or that the Lord com-
pletely healed me. Cancer or not, there is no question that I 
experienced a miraculous healing of the actual surgery 
during that house party. What was far more important, I had 
come face to face with the reality of the Living God inter-
vening in my life. He had met me and graciously revealed 
himself to me. My life was never to be the same again! 

TEEN RANCH 

In 1959 Billy Graham visited Australia. This was a time of 
rich encouragement and blessing, as scores of our friends 
came to know the Lord during the meetings at the Show-
ground in Sydney. It gave a wonderful impetus to the youth 
work at Thornleigh and saw the commencement of 
combined meetings of the young people from all the major 
denominations in that area. 
 From within this combined youth fellowship a small 
group of us began meeting for prayer in Pennant Hills Park 
at 6 a.m. on Saturday mornings. Initially our prayers were 
for God’s blessing on our local efforts amongst the youth, 
but over the months we had a growing conviction that some 
new work was needed in order for kids in Sydney to hear 
the Gospel in a non-church environment. Out of those 
prayer meetings and the encounter with a Christian 

businessman—Doug Gibb—the vision of Teen Ranch was 
born.  
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 The story of Teen Ranch (located at Cobbitty, near 
Camden) is too long to outline here, but at the heart of our 
experience of seeing God answer prayer was the extraordi-
nary way in which this work came to be funded. 
 We were very moved by the stimulating story of what 
God had been doing over the decades at Peoples Church in 
Toronto, Canada, where Dr Oswald Smith was Pastor. We 
discovered that this one church had raised tens of millions 
of dollars for the work of sending out missionaries. From 
Oswald Smith’s teaching we came to see that there was a 
biblical way to raise funds for God’s work and this was pri-
marily outlined in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. Smith taught his 
congregation from these chapters to enter into a ‘faith-prom-
ise offering’, involving everyone seeking God’s leading as to 
how much each individual should give to the missionary 
work of their church, over and above their normal tithing. 
 The more we looked at this principle the more we came to 
see the exciting possibilities. All of us who were involved in 
Teen Ranch were encouraged to enter into a faith-promise 
offering on behalf of the work. We commenced seeking the 
Lord for his leading as to how much we should trust him for, 
as our contribution to the funding of the Ranch.  
 For me personally this was a new experience. I had 
considered ‘giving to the Lord’ as nothing more than con-
tributing a certain amount according to what I could afford. 
I had already begun to tithe a nominal tenth of my income, 
but the principle of a faith-promise offering was something 
quite new to me.  
 The principle of a faith-promise offering has already been 
discussed in chapter 11, but in basic terms it involved 
coming to the Lord and asking what he wanted me to give 
over, say, the next twelve months. I knew by plain arith-
metic what I could afford to give, but this was going  
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further. It was stepping out in faith and expecting the Lord 
to provide me with money beyond what I could see as possi-
ble by calculation alone. I began to realise that giving by 
arithmetic did not really require any faith. Although I was 
not earning very much at the time, I had all the usual 
deductions from my earnings: income tax, living expenses, 
travel cost, and so forth. Generally, a certain amount would 
be left over each week and from that would come my giving 
to the Lord. No faith required. 
 When I first began giving by faith, a whole new dimen-
sion opened up. I discovered the extraordinary excitement of 
seeing the Lord provide me with money and resources that I 
had never imagined possible. That extra money would then 
constitute my faith-promise offering. I began to see that the 
level of one’s income really had very little to do with what 
the Lord could provide by other means. It was God giving 
into one hand so that it could be passed on by the other! I 
saw people give huge sums of money which probably they 
would never have attempted or been able to give under 
normal circumstances. In all of this, there was no reduction 
or change in my giving to my local church. I still tithed. I 
saw that my support of Teen Ranch constituted a giving 
‘beyond my means’ such as Paul speaks about in 2 
Corinthians 8.  
 In our Saturday morning Teen Ranch prayer meetings, 
we often marvelled at what the Lord had done that previous 
week by way of answered prayer. I recall the many occa-
sions when we would be so full of joy that we hardly got to 
praying about anything—all we could do was praise the 
Father for his generosity! 
 Few of us owned cars in those days. Most of us were 
teenagers (with little or no income) who walked, used public 
transport or rode push bikes. But even the director  
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of the Ranch did not own a car. We felt we had to pray for a 
car for him—it was urgently needed. The more we prayed 
the more we came to the conclusion that we should do 
something about it ourselves. It seemed an impossibility, 
but we found a way of buying a little Austin and giving it to 
the director. We gift-wrapped it and attached a huge bow to 
the windscreen. Imagine his surprise and delight when we 
presented it to him one Saturday. He was overcome with 
tears of joy and gratitude. Our gift of that little car led to 
other gifts of vehicles—all of which became a necessity once 
Teen Ranch eventually got under way.  
 Our main prayer burden in those early days was for a 
suitable property as a site for Teen Ranch. We had no idea 
how it could happen but—so sure were we that the Lord was 
in this—we were confident he would supply our needs 
according to his abundant riches.  
 We searched and searched for a property. We began to 
sense that it would be somewhere in the Camden area and 
eventually we were led to a lovely site at Cobbitty, right 
next door to the old historic Cobbitty Anglican church. It 
had 21 acres of land with a huge white two-storey building 
set back from the road. The details of how a bunch of kids 
and a handful of adults were involved in the purchase of 
that property is too long to outline here, but, suffice to say, 
the money for that land was wonderfully provided. As we 
prayed, and as more and more people got to hear about the 
project, so money began to flow in. Just as the money was 
needed, so it came. There was one occasion when the 
director had to deliver a payment to the bank and not 
enough had come by the deadline date. With heavy and 
troubled heart he got into the lift to go up and tell the bank 
manager. As he was about to press the lift button, someone  
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rushed up to him with an envelope. It contained the exact 
amount required to make up the balance! 
 Teen Ranch was eventually opened on New Year’s Day 
1962 by none other than Dr Oswald J. Smith from Peoples 
Church! How appropriate that he should be the one. We had 
learned so much from him about money and giving to the 
Lord’s work, that we counted it a great honour to have him 
preside at the opening ceremony. So began a unique 
ministry to troubled and needy kids. The first season was 
for ‘first-offender’ kids and was very tough going—so much 
so that some of us wondered what we’d got ourselves into! 
 The Ranch had many ups and downs. Some of the ‘downs’ 
were very hard indeed. We made terrible mistakes in those 
early days. But the Ranch has weathered the storms and 
continues to this day to have a steady ministry of the Gospel 
to young people. But that is not the end of the story. Over 
the years Teen Ranch has trained hundreds of youth 
workers and many of its leaders have gone on to other 

ministries. A number have started their own ‘Ranches’ in 
others States and other parts of the world.  
 The first offshoot from Teen Ranch was the beautiful Mill 
Valley Ranch in Victoria—started by Arthur Bartlett, one of 
the earliest of Teen Ranch’s Cobbitty leaders. Teen Ranch 
Caledon in Ontario, Canada soon followed—started by Mel 
Stevens. Teen Ranch Scotland came about through the 
vision of a young man who was converted at Cobbitty. There 
are now 35 ranches in various parts of the world—North 

America, South Africa, Indonesia, United Kingdom, to name 
some. As far as we can determine, more than a million kids 
have attended these Ranches world-wide since those early 
beginnings in Australia at Cobbitty.  
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 It all began with a vision and those prayer meetings in 
Pennant Hills Park. But it also began when a group of 
people learned to give to the Lord in a way that was biblical, 
sacrificial and honouring to him. 
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13 

A Personal Testimony— 
Part 2 

THEOLOGICAL TRAINING 

The extraordinary blessing and privilege of being involved 
with Teen Ranch made me think very seriously about what 
I should be doing with my life. I had seen the Lord work in 
such amazing ways and felt I had to give myself more fully 
to sharing the Gospel with others.  
 Back in 1956 I had met Geoffrey Bingham at The 
Garrison Church at Miller’s Point and was greatly moved by 
what I saw happening there in that congregation. Then in 
1962 I had been richly blessed by Geoffrey’s ministry during 
his brief furlough from his CMS1 work in Pakistan, and it 
made me realise that theologically I knew so little. My 
understanding of the Scriptures was terribly thin. I came to 
see just how much of my involvement with the youth 
fellowship and with Teen Ranch was at an emotional level. I 
was enthusiastic and very good at getting people excited 
about the Lord but I did not understand much of the deep 
things of God. I was dissatisfied with my own  

                                            
1  The Anglican Church Missionary Society. 
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spiritual life and troubled by my huge ups and downs. I saw 
myself as a ‘pogo-stick’ Christian and knew that something 
was lacking. I had talked with many of my mature 
Christian friends, but it was Geoffrey Bingham who showed 
me what was wrong. I came to see that I had never really 
understood the Gospel of grace. I had never really seen what 

had happened at the Cross—of Christ bearing my guilt. It 

was as though I had to un-learn all that I knew and start 
again. It was an important milestone in my life. 
 Together with many of my Thornleigh friends I had been 
attending the Sydney Bible Night School under the 
tutorship of a Mr T. Ford. As enjoyable and beneficial as 
these lectures were, the level of study was not adequate. We 
subsequently had discussions with Dr Broughton Knox 
(then principal of Moore College) about our desire to learn 
more as lay men and women. The outcome was the 
establishment of a theological night school at Leichhardt. 
Dr Knox and several other prominent theological lecturers 
formed the team of teachers. But the school did not last. The 
location was not ideal and the strain on teachers and 
students as they put in long hours each evening after work 
was too much.  
 By 1963 I had therefore begun praying for the Lord’s 
leading in regard to doing some full-time theological study. I 
decided to apply to several North American seminaries as 
well as to Moore Theological College in Sydney. But I 
desperately wanted to know the Lord’s will in this whole 
matter. 
 My second concern was how I would pay for this study? I 
didn’t have much in the way of savings, and the fees seemed 
to be way beyond my ability to fund—especially those 
required for the North American colleges. I was convinced in 
my mind that the Lord would provide 
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—if he so led—but at the same time I was filled with grave 
misgivings. I did not know if my desires were according to 
his will and, even if they were, whether or not I had the 
faith to trust that he would supply my financial needs.  
 I was reading Judges at the time and came to the account 
of Gideon. He too had doubts about his immediate future —
just as I had about mine. Gideon was not sure of God’s will 
for him and wanted some assurance that he was moving in 
the right direction. He wanted to know if he should go into 
battle against the Midianites—and if so, would the Lord 
give him victory? I was deeply impressed by what Gideon 
did in order to test out the will of God. I read from my King 
James Version:  

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as 
thou hast said, Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if 
the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, 
then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou 
hast said. And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and 
thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a 
bowl full of water. And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be 
hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray 
thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the 
fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. And God did so that 
night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all 
the ground (Judg. 6:36–40). 

 I figured that God could as easily give me some money 
right now as later on. I felt sure that what he did for Gideon 
was much harder than providing a few pounds for John 
Dunn! But I also needed to know if my whole direction of 
thinking was in line with God’s will. Gideon made a test and 

I determined to do the same. That evening I prayed, asking 
the Lord to give me £100 the very next day.2  

                                            
2  Today, this would be equivalent to asking for more than $1 000. 
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I would then know he was with me in what I was believing 
was his will. When I arrived home from work the following 
evening there was a letter waiting for me. It was from an 
older relative whom I had not seen for many years. She 
lived in Bathurst. Several days previously (before I had read 
of Gideon or even begun to pray) this lady doctor had been 
praying. She had sensed the Lord speaking to her about me. 
The conviction came that she was to give me some money. 
As she prayed she became convinced that she should write 
to me immediately. Her letter contained a cheque for £100 
and a note saying something like this: ‘John, I believe the 
Lord wants you to do some theological training and has told 
me to give you this money to help pay your expenses’. 
 I was overjoyed but at the same time full of wonder. Was 
this really the Lord speaking to me? Or was it just a 
coincidence? Suddenly I was filled with misgivings. How 
could I be sure? I genuinely wanted to know God’s will but 
did not want to mistrust him or doubt him if this was truly 
his leading. But I honestly did not know. So I went back to 
Gideon and re-read Judges 6. Gideon too had second 
thoughts. He too doubted. He did not want to anger the 
Lord by his doubting but genuinely desired to know his will. 
In Gideon’s case a lot was at stake—the welfare and 
survival of the nation of Israel! In my case, it was just a 
simple matter of testing out the will of God for a few 
pounds. I decided to do what Gideon did—I asked the Lord 
to repeat the miracle. I asked him to give me another £100 
the very next day. I remember being very nervous and 
asked the Lord to forgive me for doubting.  
 The next evening I rushed home from work to find 
another letter in the mail box. This too contained a cheque for 
£100! It had a simple note quoting 2 Corinthians 8:12–14: 



THE GRACE OF GIVING 146

For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a 
man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that 
other men be eased, and ye burdened: But by an equality, that now 
at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that 
their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may 
be equality (KJV). 
 

The money was from one of my work colleagues who had 
come to know the Lord several years before. He knew 
absolutely nothing about my prayer, nor about my need for 
money for possible theological study. I recall sitting at my 
desk in awe. I had experienced the same miracle as Gideon 
had all those millenniums before. God was the same—he 
had not changed. He was the great God who could be 
trusted in all circumstances—even in matters relating to 
money and the supply of one’s financial needs.  
 It was this experience which set the stage for many more 
such ‘money miracles’ which have occurred in my life in 
subsequent years—and which continue to happen to this 
day. Of course, not every Christian needs such a dramatic 
evidence of God’s goodness in meeting a material need. 
Perhaps I was just more stubborn and disbelieving than 
most. But I thank him for that ‘Gideon experience’—it is as 
fresh in my memory today as it was when it happened all 
those years ago. Needless to say, I did end up going to 
theological college. Not one, but several during the following 
decade. 

THE NEW CREATION TEACHING CENTRE 

In the early 1970s I was living at the Adelaide Bible Institute 
(ABI)  in Victor Harbor—studying as well as looking after 
the newly formed department of Communications. I had  
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designed and built a recording studio and was responsible 
for setting up a programmed learning system for the stu-
dents who were doing subjects for the Australian College of 
Theology course. We not only recorded key lectures but also 
produced thousands of tapes each year which were sent to 
people all over the world. Although there were over one 
hundred students at the college, the tapes extended the 
ministry to hundreds more in Australia as well as in a 
dozen countries overseas. 
 The Rev. Geoffrey Bingham was the Principal of ABI in 
those days, and in January 1973 a group of us—pastors and 
lay folk—met at his residence to discuss a growing vision we 
sensed was developing in our thinking. Geoff had felt so 
strongly that God was leading him into some new ministry 
that—back in October 1972—he had submitted his 
resignation to the college council. At the heart of his longing 
was the desire to see revival come to the church in our 
land—such as he had seen and experienced in West 
Pakistan when he was with CMS.  
 As we met and prayed together around the Scriptures 
that January, different people ‘saw’ different parts of the 
growing ‘vision’ for some form of Christian teaching centre 
in the Adelaide area. I saw that we would have our own 
audio recording facilities; others that there would be a 
printing press; someone else had in mind the production of 
teaching videos. We envisioned that there would be a library 
and a teaching centre for people to come and learn. We also 
thought that it might have a series of chalets where people 
would come and spend time to be alone with the Lord to 
pray, meditate, study and learn. We expected the centre 
would be the focal point for teaching missions and team 
ministries to the wider church throughout Australia. We 
wanted to have a ministry to Christians  
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in all denominations. We believed it would be a non-profit 
organisation and a faith venture. As our corporate con-
viction grew as to the rightness of this vision, we knew that 
God was really in it and that he would supply our needs.  
 The first step had already been taken when God had led 
Geoffrey Bingham to resign from ABI. He finally left the 
college in May 1973. This was a big move for him and his 
family (there were still three of his six children at home). 
Suddenly they had no home and no income. The story of the 
Lord’s wonderful provision is too long to tell, but it is 
sufficient to say that a small farm house at Mt Compass 
(some 60 kms south of Adelaide) was offered to them as an 
interim place to live. It was in poor condition and needed a 
lot of work to make it habitable. A team of friends did most 
of the renovating and very soon the Binghams were able to 
move in. But how were they to live? What would be their 
source of income? 
 Groups of people had begun praying for this venture, and, 
since many knew the Binghams well, monetary and 
material gifts very soon began coming in for their personal 
support. It was not long before the financial gifts exceeded 
the income the Binghams had been receiving through ABI! 
One of their children asked: ‘Daddy, why haven’t we been 
living by faith before this?’ 
 Meantime, I had been asked to prepare a plan for the 
development of not only the ABI Communications depart-
ment, but also of the whole college campus. This was pre-
sented to the council in March 1973. As a result, Dr Bryan 
Hardman—the newly appointed Principal of ABI—even-
tually offered me a full-time position at the college as the 
business manager. But it came only days after I had 
accepted a request that I return to my old employer in  
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Sydney to work on the design of new trains for the NSW 
railways. After much prayer I had felt it was right to return 
to engineering, and so, moved back to Chatswood. I began 
working for a wage again for the first time in nearly five 
years. The wisdom and ‘rightness’ of this move became 
apparent as the years unfolded. 
 Once settled at Mt Compass, Geoffrey Bingham launched 
the New Creation Teaching Ministry. He began with the 
writing of some small booklets and by doing the first 
recordings of messages on tape. I used to go over and help 
(as time permitted), and recall his first attempts at doing 
the recordings in one of the rooms he had set up as his 
study. The only way these tapes could be produced—without 
them sounding as if they had been made in an echo-cham-
ber—was to place a mattress over Geoffrey as he sat at his 
desk talking into the little microphone! The initial results 
left a lot to be desired, but a whole new ministry was born 
in that little farm house at Mt Compass. 
 The primary need was for a property. It had to be near 
Adelaide so that people could have access to its planned 
facilities. The ideal location was somewhere in the ‘hills’ to 
the south of the city. In those early days we would drive 
around looking for possible sites. It was an exciting 
prospect. For me, this was déjà vu. It was as if I was back in 
the 1960s with my friends, looking for the site for Teen 
Ranch! The circumstances seemed to be almost identical—
we were driven by a vision from God as to what form this 
ministry should take, but had no property and no money! 
 In 1975 a Perth businessman (who knew Geoffrey but 
had heard of his recent ministry through an ex-ABI student) 
rang to arrange a meeting with him in Adelaide. The 
outcome was his straight-out gift of a beautiful property at 
Coromandel East, up in the hills south of Adelaide. Apart  
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from the six acres of land there was a magnificent two-
storey house with a large, separate double garage.3 What a 
marvellous and exciting answer to prayer!  
 The very first task was to build the recording studio. I did 
the design in Sydney and then took my annual holidays to 
work with Geoffrey and a small band of helpers on its 
construction. We had no money, and I remember the excit-
ing events that took place during that hectic month. I would 
go to the timber yard and order the necessary material. By 
the time it arrived, so too had the money needed to pay for 
it! Day after day this same miracle occurred. Many times 
the money we received in the mail was the exact amount 
needed for the material I had purchased only days before. It 
is this same miracle which has continued to characterise the 
New Creation ministry to this day.  
 From 1975 the work of New Creation began in earnest, 
and, to this day, every aspect of the original ‘vision’ has 
been fulfilled with the exception of the motel-type chalets 
(for people to come and stay for rest, meditation and study). 
At present the New Creation Teaching Centre includes two 
printing presses, cassette and video production rooms, a 12 
000-book theological library, computer typesetting rooms, 
staff rooms and a large auditorium for the teaching classes 
held on-site each week. Many resource materials have been 
produced over the years and are also used by those taking 
part in the classes, schools and the Christian Workers’ 
Correspondence School. 
 The current value of all these facilities exceeds  
$1 million. To this day not one cent has ever been solicited 
and the whole ministry exists solely as the result of faith in 
God’s provision. New Creation has now published 360  

                                            
3  From 1977 the total land area became 11 acres. 
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book titles, with well in excess of a million copies being 
printed and distributed world-wide. Around 10 000 audio 
tapes are produced each year and there are some 800 
videotapes available for hire. 
 There is a sizeable team of full-time ‘staff’ as well as part-
time helpers to handle this huge volume of work, but no one 

receives any salary. All profits from the sale of books and 
cassettes are ploughed back into the work. Since 1973 the 
Binghams, as well as the staff, have all lived by faith and 
continue to trust the Lord for their daily needs.  

DESIGNING DUMB TRAINS! 

When I returned to Sydney from the Adelaide Bible Insti-
tute in mid-1973 it was to work once again with my old 
employer Comeng at Granville in Sydney. I had started 
there as an apprentice in February 1956 but was granted 
‘leave of absence’ for four years to go to ABI. I had mixed 
feelings about returning to so-called ‘secular’ work, as it 
seemed to be a step backwards after the busy and stimulat-
ing years at college. As it has proved, this was indeed 
according to the Lord’s will for me. I have always enjoyed 
designing trains and my vocation has since taken me all 
over the world. Part of my job at Comeng included keeping 
up to date with what was going on overseas, and so I have 
had the opportunity of visiting some 25 countries. All these 
occasions have provided opportunities for ministry and 
there are many stories that could be told on that level. 
 There was a period during these latter years at Comeng 
when the Lord had an important lesson for me to learn 
relating to my attitude to money. I had become obsessed 
with my job and was intoxicated with the excitement of  
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working on big overseas projects. At the time I was busily 
commuting in a three-way pattern between Sydney–New 
York–Tokyo. I was enjoying greatly the challenge of the job. 
I was getting good money and I was gaining recognition 

outside my own country. What could be better? Under-
standably, I no longer had any time for Bible studies, and 
teaching in my regular ‘College for Christians’ classes at St 
Paul’s, Chatswood was now only spasmodic.  
 Since I hated being in New York on weekends, I began 
shuttling up to Canada to visit my old friends from Teen 
Ranch days. I stayed one weekend with Mel Stevens on the 
glorious Teen Ranch property at Caledon in Ontario. Mel 
and I had not seen each other for years and we had a lot of 
catching up to do. When he asked me what I was doing I 
enthusiastically described my current success in the project 
in New York. His reply was not what I expected. ‘What are 
you doing wasting your time designing dumb trains?’ I was 
really put out. How could my old friend be so insensitive? 
Did he not recognise the importance of my position? Was he 
unaware of the accolades being accorded me for my latest 
design? I went to my room in the Teen Ranch Hotel that 
night rather dejected and not a little cranky with Mel. 
Clearly he just did not understand! 
 Back in New York on the Monday I was soon in the thick 
of it once again. But Mel’s words would not go away. They 
chased me in my thoughts all the way back home to Sydney 
and I began to realise it was a word from the Lord. As I 
pondered what had been happening in my life I began to 
realise how far I had drifted from all those high priorities I 
had when I came back from Adelaide in 1973. I thought long 
and hard and came to the conclusion that I had really been 
seduced by the ‘money trap’. Yes, I had been successful. Yes, 
I was earning good money.  
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Yes, I was earning enough now to help regularly support a 
number of Christian projects which I could not otherwise 
have done. But what was really happening? Money had 
taken over. Ambition had taken over. That’s why Mel’s 
words made me smart . They stung my pride. But the very 
realisation of what had happened was all that was needed 
for the beginning of a change in my priorities. Thankfully, 
the Lord arrested me in my mad dash for fame and brought 
me back to earth.  
 It was around this time that I was driving to work one 
morning listening to a talk on tape of Geoffrey Bingham 
addressing pastors in Adelaide. At one point he said: ‘If you 
have one ounce of ambition then your ministry has had it’. I 
recall thinking this was a rather extreme statement. But as 
I thought it through I knew he was right. Worse, I saw that 
it applied equally to me! I wondered what my ‘ambition’ had 
done to my ministry to my work colleagues. I decided to ask 
one of them a question. ‘Stan, am I an easy person to get on 
with?’ I could see he did not want to answer. The look on his 
face gave it away! ‘John, you always know exactly what you 
want to achieve in your design and you go flat out to achieve 
your goal. You don’t hear what we are saying.’ I was 
mortified. Here was a dear man with whom I had worked all 
my life. He had been coming to my Thursday lunchtime 
Bible studies but what had I been conveying to him and to 
the others of the love of Christ? What message had I been 
demonstrating to him? Had I shown that I cared for him 
and his opinions when all I was concerned for was my way 
of doing things?  
 I started reviewing carefully my attitude to money, my 
‘ambitions’ and my goals for the future. I came to see (as I 
had never done before) that money and ambition and power 
are all linked. It is so easy to be fooled. It is so easy  
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to rationalise. I thought I was just being a good, conscien-
tious Christian, doing my very best for the Lord. But under-
neath it all was the money, the prestige, the accolades.  
 I went back to New York and was hosted by the Railroad 
to a posh dinner in one of the many fabulous restaurants in 
that huge city. Part way through the evening one of the 
executives proposed a toast ‘to John Dunn in recognition of 
his design having been accepted against world-wide 
competition’. As I sat there with them all standing sipping 
their champagne, the person next to me leaned over and 
said: ‘This must be the greatest ego-trip of your life—having 
cracked it in the Big Apple?’ All I could think to say was, 
‘It’s only a dumb train!’ There was a stony silence as the 
gravity and utter insensitivity of my words sank in. ‘Doesn’t 
this Philistine realise what we are saying to him?’ Yes, I 
did, but my priorities had changed since the previous time 
we had all dined in the Big Apple. 
 In 1989, Comeng was suddenly and unexpectedly 
‘scuttled’ by its owners, ANI. It was a scandalous affair 
which can’t be commented on here. I was still in New York 
at the time and was devastated by the news. At 50 years of 
age I found myself out on the street—unemployed and 
basically unemployable. I was ‘too old’ for some, and ‘too 
experienced’ for others. What was I to do? In sheer 
desperation (I would like to think it was faith) I started my 
own consultancy company—specialising in designing ‘dumb 
trains’! I made up my mind at the outset that I would not 
solicit work and I would try to limit myself to no more than 
20 hours a week average for the year. I figured this would 
give me enough income while at the same time enable me to 
have more time for ministry. But I had no idea what would 
happen. I certainly had no signs from heaven and no 
indication as to the Lord’s will. 
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 Work has come. Year by year it has come. I have never 
advertised. As I look back on my records, the average 
number of hours per week for those years has generally 
been somewhere in the range of 20 to 24 hours. Work one 
year was lean but I did land a four-month job. What would 
happen after that? I was praying for the Lord’s intervention. 
I completed the project on a Friday but the very next 
Monday another client rang asking if I was available to 
work for them. When did they want me? Immediately and 
for six months! 
 When I worked for Comeng my income was a certainty. 
The company was thriving and I was in a senior position. 
Each month I knew I would get a pay cheque. No faith 
required. But since I have been on my own I have had to 
learn to trust the Lord in a new way. I never have any 
assurance with regard to work coming in. My industry is 
incredibly volatile. It is always ‘feast or famine’. I sometimes 
go for six months with nothing. No income whatever. Not a 
hint of work. At such times I can feel very insecure and 
have been tempted to panic. Have I made a big mistake in 
all this? Has the Lord forgotten me? Have I misread his 
leading somewhere? But then a still, small voice calls me to 
rest in him and trust. Give no thought for tomorrow. Don’t 
be anxious. Don’t fret. Relax! 
 I have now learned to use the highs and lows to the best 
advantage. When I do not have any design work, I occupy 
myself in writing and preparing all my studies. I try to get 
as far ahead as possible. Then, when work does come, I do 
not feel under any guilt for dropping my times of study and 
meditation to a minimal level. Nevertheless, I still set 
myself the target of one to two hours a day of study even if I 
have a tough job in hand. I will not surrender that time if I 
can help it.  
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14 

Personal Lessons and Principles 

There are a number of important lessons and principles 
which I have learned over the years from all these experi-
ences relating to money. 

TRUSTING GOD AND TEMPTING GOD MUST  
NOT BE CONFUSED 

When, in 1963, I read what God did for Gideon and then 
asked for a similar miracle, I did not want to tempt God or 
demand that he do something to satisfy my curiosity. I 
genuinely wanted to know his will. The dramatic supply of 
money came as a boost to my fledgling faith. I had never 
stepped out in faith in that way before, and this wonderful 
token of God’s love was apparently needed in my life at that 
juncture. But I have never needed such a ‘proof’ again. I 
have never repeated that ‘Gideon test’. I have not had to, 
nor would I dare. It was a one-off event simply because any 
repeat would indeed be a tempting of God. He had shown 
me in no uncertain terms that he would supply all my needs 
according to his riches in glory and I could  
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therefore trust him in such matters. Year after year I have 
found him to be true to his word as I have stepped out in 
faith, and the rich experiences of proving God in the ‘money 
department’ have been amongst the most precious of all. 
 Some say that giving by way of a faith-promise offering 
can be the grounds for tempting God. In Teen Ranch days 
there were those who were foolish in this matter of a faith-
promise offering. Some people—though sincere—clearly had 
a wrong attitude and were not careful in seeking the mind 
of the Lord in the first place. However, their folly does not in 
any way diminish or detract from the biblical principle. It 
simply highlights the need for good teaching so that men 
and women will act responsibly and in a way that is 
honouring to the Lord. There is always a fine line between 
faith and folly! Only the Spirit of God can teach us the 
difference between the two.  

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE BASIS FOR GUIDANCE IN GIVING 

Many Christians have never given a moment’s thought to 
what the Bible says about money and about giving. I believe 
the Scriptures are the only basis for guidance in these 
matters. The Bible has a great deal to say about money, how 
to give, and what our attitude and motives ought to be. 
These great biblical principles must become part of our life 
and walk of faith. If not, there will be a huge gap in our 
witness and stewardship. We fail to realise that we will 
have to give an account of what we did with our money. Our 
money is not really ours. As with everything else, ‘our’ 
money is really God’s generous gift to  
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us—but not to do with it as we will. Whether we have been 
blessed with much or little, we will nevertheless have to 
give an account of how it was used and the degree to which 
we have lived in the grace of his giving. The parable of the 
talents may or may not be referring specifically to money, 
but it nevertheless outlines the principle of accountability in 
which we are all involved. 
 It is rare these days to hear teaching about money. Many 
pastors shy away from preaching on the subject lest it be 
thought they are trying to wangle more funds out of their 
congregation! This is a sad and very dangerous omission. 
Christians ought to be instructed as to their responsibilities 
and therefore as to their accountability in the matter of 
their giving. Having said that, teaching on the subject must 
be in grace and love, otherwise the obligation will just be 

another legalistic noose around people’s necks. Paul’s way of 
dealing with the subject in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 is classic. 

BEING SENSITIVE TO GOD’S LEADING ON BEHALF OF 
OTHERS 

What about my two friends involved in my ‘Gideon 
experience’—the lady in Bathurst and my work colleague? 
Both heeded the promptings of the Spirit of God and I ben-
efited enormously from their obedience. Suppose they had 
not acted promptly to God’s word to them? Suppose they 
had rationalised their instincts at the time? I would never 
have known the goodness of God in that way on that occa-
sion. The blessing of God to others often depends on our 
obedience. I have since come to know the great privilege of 
supplying the needs of others. When God speaks to me 
about the needs of another, there is sometimes a temptation  
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to rationalise that prompting, that leading, that impression 
on my spirit. It is just as easy to doubt the rightness of giving 
to someone else as it is to doubt the ability of God to supply 
my own needs. I have had to learn to act on the leading of 
God and to trust him if I have misread his promptings. 
 Being led by God in these matters may not come in the 
form of some blinding telegram from heaven! It never has 
with me. Usually it is a matter of common sense. If I see 
that someone has an obvious material or financial need, I 
am moved to consider whether or not I should do something 
about it. It is when I begin to think it through that I will 
have some sense of God’s guidance. If there is no prompting 
whatever, then I will most likely drop it and get on with my 
own affairs. If the thought persists, then I will review my 
approach and examine my heart once again to see if I have 

had some reason for not responding to that need. 
 There are occasions when I will suddenly have an urge to 
give some money to a particular person. There may be no 
grounds whatever for doing so. I may have no evidence that 
they have a need, but a very strong urge has come 
nevertheless. Under those circumstances I just do it. Unless 
I have a good reason for doing otherwise, the money is given 
anonymously. It’s much more fun that way! Later on I can 
sit back and listen to that person’s story of how such and 
such money came ‘just when it was desperately needed’. If 
no such story emerges, so what? 

THERE IS NO DIVISION BETWEEN THE MATERIAL AND THE 
SPIRITUAL 

Our God is the God of our material needs as much as he is 
the God of our spiritual needs. He is a ‘domestic’ God— 
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interested in our everyday affairs. I once made a distinction, 
thinking that it was somehow ‘unspiritual’ to be concerned 
for the material and domestic things in life. But we all live 
and move and have our being in him. He is the one who 
makes his rain to fall on all and his sun to shine on all. 
There is nothing that God is not in or part of. He sustains us 
in every department of our life and is as much concerned 
and interested in our material and physical needs as in any 
other. That’s why we pray in the Lord’s prayer: ‘Give us this 
day our daily bread’. I can therefore ask him about 
anything. Nothing is trivial or unimportant. Nothing is 
unrelated to what I am as a person who is precious and 
important to him. He is my Father. 
 Christians often think of money as ‘evil’ or as ‘material’ 
and therefore something they should not pay too much 
attention to. This is not how the Bible views it. It is the love 
of money that is the root of all evil, not the money itself. 
Humanly speaking, the furtherance of the Gospel depends 
on money. Without money, pastors can’t be engaged, 
missionaries can’t be sent out and Christian literature can’t 
be produced. We ought to be thinking in terms of how best 
to use the money God provides. If we think the money we 
earn is ours to do with as we please, then we have never 
understood the biblical principles of stewardship and 
discipleship.  
 Oswald Smith used to say that if you cannot go with the 
Gospel then you should aim to send someone in your place. 
That may or may not be a practical principle—it may even 
be a bit legalistic—but his intention was to mobilise all 
believers into being involved in giving. We must see the 
importance of our money in relation to the furtherance of 
the Gospel of the kingdom—whether that be at home or 
overseas. 
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HANG LOOSE TO MONEY AND POSSESSIONS 

I have tried to learn the importance of not hanging onto 
money as if everything depended on how much I could 
accumulate. Money is a wonderful gift but it can be a deadly 
snare. I am prone to being tempted to accumulate wealth 
just as much as the next person. But the lesson that came to 
me in those early days was that I cannot take it with me! I 
will go out the same way as I came in! John Piper gives an 
illustration of this principle: 

 
Suppose someone passes empty-handed through the turnstiles at a 
big city art museum and begins to take the pictures off the wall and 
carry them importantly under his arm. You come up to him and say, 
‘What are you doing?’ 
 
He answers, ‘I’m becoming an art collector.’ 
 
‘But they’re not really yours,’ you say, ‘and, besides, they won’t let 
you take any of those out of here. You’ll have to go out just like you 
came in.’ 
 
But he answers again, ‘Sure, they’re mine. I’ve got them under my 
arm. People in the halls look at me as an important dealer. And I 
don’t bother myself with thoughts about leaving. Don’t be a kill-joy.’ 
 
We would call this man a fool! He is out of touch with reality. So is 
the person who spends himself to get rich in this life. We will go out 
just the same way we came in.1 
 

 Our money belongs to the Lord and therefore should be 
used for his work in his way in his time. That necessitates 
sitting loose to our possessions. The Lord may need to 
redistribute his belongings at any moment! I had better be 
ready for that eventuality. When I was pondering Gideon’s  

                                            
1  John Piper, Desiring God, p. 161. 
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experience, my two friends were ready when the Lord spoke 
to them—and I have had to learn that same readiness.  
 If we have an eternal perspective of things then we will 
not be so tied in to money. On the one hand we will be more 
responsible, but on the other, not so anxious. Insecurity in 
life is usually manifested in our concern as to how much 
money we have. Jesus had a lot to say about this in 
Matthew 6. He also said that where our treasure is, there 
our heart will be. ‘Treasure in heaven’ is not some 
euphemistic phrase that has no place in the real world of 
commerce and finance, but is a practical and real expression 
of where our priorities lie. ‘How deceptive our hearts are 
when it comes to money! Every one of us has felt the smug 
sense of superiority that creeps in after a clever investment 

or new purchase or a big deposit. Money’s chief attractions 
are the power it gives and the pride it feeds.’2 
 I am bound to ask myself whether I am obsessed with 
earning money here and now, primarily in order to build a 
wall of security around myself—perhaps for my old age. 
That’s the world’s way of thinking. Does not our Father care 
for us? According to Matthew 6 he does—more than we 
realise. 
 We may not be able to take our money with us when we 
die, but we can certainly send it on ahead!  

BE DISCIPLINED IN MANAGING MONEY  
FOR THE LORD 

I have come to realise that I need to be disciplined in the 
matter of giving money to the Lord. It is so easy to be  

                                            
2  John Piper, Desiring God, p. 167. 
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slack and just give what is left over or what is ‘spare’. My 
father was careful to take his tithe out before he spent 
money on anything else. I have learned to do the same. 
Each week I take off the top of my earnings a set amount 
which goes to the work of the Lord. That may be given 
through my local church or it may be to specific individuals 
or organisations. It is a regular amount that is proportional 
to my income. Such proportional giving is of the utmost 
practical importance. It is the guarantee that I do not 
become slack. 
 Christians often give no thought as to what they con-
tribute to the work of the Lord. Sunday comes along and the 
plate is passed around. I see people dig into their pockets or 
purses to see what change they may have. There appears to 
have been no prior thought—no preparation. Have they not 
prayed and sought the mind of the Lord—asking him what 
they should give on a regular basis? It is just haphazard and 
totally undisciplined. It is also evidence of a basic 
disobedience. 
 Most people are fairly disciplined in their daily affairs. 
We are disciplined when it comes to the running of the 
home, buying food, doing the washing, cooking and eating, 
servicing the car, getting the kids off to school, and so forth. 
We take out insurance policies and save up for the future—
for ourselves as well as for our children. We make plans for 
retirement and have superannuation funds to which we 
regularly contribute. But when it comes to giving to the 
Lord we pay little or no thought to the matter. It seems that 
many Christians are undisciplined in managing their money 
in such a way as to enable them to tithe regularly and sys-
tematically for the work of the Lord. Sadly, this betrays a 

fundamental indifference regarding the spread of the Gospel. 
We need to re-examine our priorities. 
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THE MATTER OF SPECIAL GIFTS 

There are special occasions where an unforseen need may 
arise and which I feel the Lord would want me to meet 
financially. These offerings do not impact on or diminish 
what is given regularly as a ‘tithe’. In order to cater for this, 
some people keep a separate bank account for ‘special 
offerings’. This is a practical method. The money is auto-
matically transferred on a regular basis by the bank to that 
account as a percentage of one’s earnings. Alternatively, 
that set amount can be deposited directly into the account 
by the employer from the person’s weekly or monthly wage. 
The money in that account is not used for anything other 
than ‘special needs’ relating to the Lord’s work.  
 Personally, I have not confined such gifts to what might 
be called the ‘work of the Lord’—that is, gifts to specifically 
Christian or church organisations. I also use this money to 
give to those in special need. It has taken me a long time to 
come to this. Such giving is always to individuals—never to 
organisations. If an individual (such as Peter or Les spoken 
of in the Appendix) arrives on my doorstep and is clearly in 
real need, then I help. This has nothing to do with my 
regular proportional giving for the sake of the Gospel. Of 
course, it may prove that such giving furthers the Gospel—
they might get converted! 

SHOULD I CALCULATE WHAT I CAN AFFORD? 

It is very rare for me to calculate what I can afford to give. 
If the Lord prompts me to give to this or that, then I do so. 
Although I keep a record of all my giving (it is part of my 
computerised account-keeping), I have never sat down and  
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worked out if I could ‘afford’ to give to, say, a particular 
emergency request. If I sense the Lord is saying ‘yes’, then 
that settles it.  
 This led to an amusing incident some years ago. I had not 
earned very much in that twelve months but had never-
theless maintained my giving and had also taken on several 
other financial projects. My accountant rang me at the end 
of the year and questioned the credibility of my records: 
‘How come your giving has exceeded your income?’ ‘Has it 
really?’ ‘You can’t have given away more than you earned!’ 
Well, the truth of the matter was that I had done just that. 
Without realising it, I had given away more than had come 
in during that previous twelve months. Clearly I’m none the 
worse for having done so—the Lord seems to have kept me 
alive in spite of my folly! 
 As Christians we often loudly claim that we are no longer 
under the old legal code of the Mosaic law and the command 
of the tithe. We say we are under grace! But if grace does 
not draw out from us at least that which was there under 
the law, then something is wrong. Surely a Christian would 
not want to give less than those under the law? Oswald 
Sanders puts everything in perspective when he says: ‘The 
basic question is not how much of our money we shall give to 
God, but how much of God’s money we shall retain for 
ourselves’.3 

TRUE GIVING FLOWS OUT OF LOVE AND GRACE 

Our giving ought to flow out of grace. If we understand the 
grace of God and have come into the blessing of the  

                                            
3  J. Oswald Sanders, Problems of Christian Discipleship, p. 65. 
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Gospel of free grace, then we will have no trouble giving. If 
we have seen something of the indescribable gift of God to 
us in Christ, then we will want to give in the same way and 
out of the same Spirit.  
 If, on the other hand, we have a contractual view of God, 
then our giving will be contractual. We will be giving by 
compulsion. It will be a grudging giving. It will not be a free 
and spontaneous giving that flows from a heart that has 
been set at liberty. 
 We need to ask the Lord to reveal himself to us more and 
more. As he does—and as we receive out of his grace—so we 
will give of ourselves in spirit as well as materially. True 
giving ultimately flows out of love. As we see how much he 
has loved us and given us, so we will love and give. 
 

************************ 
 

I wish I could say that I am a man of faith and that I have 
trusted God in every circumstance. That would not be true. 
Sadly, I have found it very hard to trust God in matters 
relating to money. I have had more tension over money than 
any other issue. I suspect that I have lived with the back-
drag of those depression years when my parents struggled 
so hard to keep us all alive. Perhaps we children saw what 
they went through and were determined to earn and 
accumulate as much as we could. I don’t know. 
 What I do know is that from my early childhood I learned 
that God keeps his promises to us. This applies as much to 
the matter of money as to anything else. In spite of their 
poverty I thank the Lord for my parents who taught me by 
example how to give. I thank the Lord for the many and 
varied experiences I have been privileged to  
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go through since. I have seen his goodness in providing 
money and material necessities when such seemed humanly 
impossible. I have no doubt that God is both able and 

willing to supply all our needs according to his bounty. He is 
our Father—how could it be otherwise? Actually trusting 
him to do so is something which may take a lifetime to 
learn. Thankfully, I think I am on the path to learning—
though I still have a long way to go! 
 I would hope this simple testimony might encourage 
others to trust him in the matter of giving. It is always of 
his grace. He gives that we might give. May many come to 
learn the truth of the fact that God loves an hilarious giver! 
(2 Cor. 9:7).  
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APPENDIX  

Birds with Broken Wings 

The Scriptures are quite blunt about the fact that God 
intends us to work if we want to eat. We are not to bludge 
off others. ‘Whoever does not provide for relatives, and 
especially for family members, has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever’ (1 Tim. 5:8). ‘Anyone unwilling to 
work should not eat’ (2 Thess. 3:10). Nevertheless, there are 
people who have significant financial needs, and over the 
years I have had many people come to me needing help with 
money. Usually they are very poor—though not always. 
Sometimes their stories are genuine. More than often they 
have a history of bludging off others. Most have not worked 
or, at the best, have been spasmodic in their attempts to 
retain a job. (The stories of just two of these—Peter and 
Les—are given below.) I have been tempted to brush such 
people aside. I have my arguments: ‘I already pay taxes 
from which money goes into welfare services’; ‘He who does 
not work should not eat’, and so forth. But there have been 
a number of Scriptures which have spoken to me in relation 
to these down-and-outers—these ‘birds with broken wings’ 
as I call them. James says:  
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If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,’ and yet you 
do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead (James 2:15–17).  
 

Even more telling are some of the Proverbs which we looked 
at back in chapter 6: 

 
Those who despise their neighbors are sinners, but happy are those 
who are kind to the poor (Prov. 14:21).  
 
Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those who are 
kind to the needy honor him (Prov. 14:31).  
 
Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and will be repaid in 
full (Prov. 19:17).  
 
If you close your ear to the cry of the poor, you will cry out and not be 
heard (Prov. 21:13).  
 
Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but one who turns a 
blind eye will get many a curse (Prov. 28:27).  
 
Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy 
(Prov. 31:9).  

PETER 

I don’t recall how I came to meet Peter. I think he just 
turned up on the doorstep one day. He was then ‘living’ in 
Hyde Park in the city—and smelt like it! He’d been on the 
streets since his early twenties and was then about 33. He 
was what some would call a derelict, a bum, a drifter.  
 Peter always needed money. In fact there was nothing 
else in life that mattered more to him than money. He’d 
never really worked, and his primary objective each day was 
to beg, borrow or steal enough money to stay alive for the 
next twenty-four hours. The more I tried to help Peter  
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the quicker he was back on the doorstep for another hand-
out. I very soon discovered that Peter was a master at 
telling stories. He would never just come straight out with a 
request for cash but would tell a story—usually a hard-luck 
yarn. Unfortunately for Peter he could never remember 
which stories he had already told! ‘John, I’m terribly upset, 
I’ve just ’eard that me mum’s died’. To which I would reply: 
‘What! Again?’ 
 I knew Peter gambled. I also knew that just giving him 
money was not the best way to help him. Nevertheless, I 
was determined to try and do something for him, not only by 
giving him the necessities of life, but also by sharing with 
him the Gospel of Christ. He got lots of meals and old 
clothes, and, very occasionally, a bed on the lounge floor. 
But he always got a word about God’s love and about 
forgiveness. Against all the advice of my friends, I did give 
him money, and each time I would write down the amount 
on a sheet and have him sign and date it. He hated doing it, 
especially as he saw the total steadily climbing. Of course, 
he said he fully intended to pay back all the money he had 
‘borrowed’ from me! This continued for years, and each time 
he would sign the ‘debt’ sheet with a growing reluctance.  
 We had lots of discussions about God, about human 
dignity and about the useless life he’d lived. One day we had 
a really super talk about the Cross and the forgiveness God 
has provided us through Christ. I had been telling him the 
story Jesus told about the man in Matthew 18 who had an 
un-payable debt. I then reached for Peter’s sheaf of debt 
sheets. He cringed when he saw them. I asked if he really 
thought he could pay back what I’d given him over all those 
years. He finally admitted that it was an impossibility. I 
then slowly and deliberately tore up each sheet and let  
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the pieces fall to the carpet. He was stunned. ‘What did ya 
do that fer? Why did ya tear ’em up?’ he asked in amaze-
ment. ‘Peter, our sin is an un-payable debt as far as God is 
concerned—just like that un-payable debt of money you owe 
me. On that Cross, God ripped up your sins when Jesus 
died. He has torn them into little pieces. They are no more. 
He has done what you could never do, he has paid the debt 

of your sin against him.’ He was thunderstruck. The visual 
aid of all those torn pieces of paper lying on the floor was 
overwhelming. He just shook his head in disbelief. But the 
message got home, and he has never forgotten it. 
 Twenty years have passed and Peter still regularly visits. 
He still comes needing money but now does odd jobs around 
the house for payment. He knows only too well that I have 
no intention of supporting his bad habits but am 
nevertheless willing to help him live a more responsible life. 
He no longer lives in Hyde Park but has a tiny flat for which 
he tries to regularly pay the rent out of his pension. Mostly 
he succeeds, but he still gambles occasionally even though 
he hates himself for doing so. He no longer lies about why 
he is on my doorstep. At least he has begun to face the truth 
about himself and is prepared to admit his failings to 
another human being.  
 One day he came with a wry grin on his face. ‘I’ve got 
something for ya.’ It was a dollar note, the first he had ever 
given back in all those years—in fact the first time he’d ever 
given money to anyone. I framed it! In recent years he has 
read virtually every Christian biography on my shelves plus 
quite a few of my other books. It’s hard to know quite what 
Peter understands of God’s truth, but every now and then 
he reminds me, ‘I’ve neva forgotten them torn up debt 
sheets. That’s what God’s done to me sin.’  
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LES 

 Les is a different ‘kettle of fish’ as they say. He’d heard on 
the grapevine that I helped people and thought I would take 
care of him too! There he was on my doorstep—a thin rake 
of a man—then in his mid-fifties. He had a very angry 
temperament and was clearly not the easiest person to get 
on with. He was unmarried and said he worked as a chef. 
That may have been true once, but I have never had any 
evidence that he has had a job in all the years I have now 
known him. He has no living relatives. 
 Like Peter, Les told ‘stories’ which could never be veri-
fied. But he seemed to be genuinely in need and I began to 
look for ways to help him. Les is a diabetic and his health 
has never been the best. But he was fairly active and always 
dressed neatly and was clean and well spoken. But he was 
angry: he was angry with society, angry with the 
government and angry with God. Not that he would ever 
admit he was in the wrong—his troubles were always 
someone else’s fault! We talked about his anger and I gave 
him Geoffrey Bingham’s book to read—Angry Heart or 
Tranquil Mind? He was deeply moved as he read it, and 
came to realise what an angry person he had become. His 
anger subsided as he began to consider the love of God for 
him in Christ. We have talked long and often about faith 
and salvation through the sacrifice of Jesus. 
 But Les’s day-to-day problem was that he did not know 
how to manage his money and thus keep his head above 
water. I have never had any evidence that he gambles, nor 
does he drink—he just has no idea how to order his affairs. 
As a result, he seemed to have trouble finding a permanent 
home. In those early days whenever he found a lodging he 
would sooner or later fall out with the landlord  
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and ‘have to leave’—mainly because he could not arrange to 
have the rent to hand at the appropriate time. He was 
forever on the move and I found it hard to keep up with his 
latest address. I cannot recall the number of times I have 
rescued Les from an angry landlord who was threatening to 
take him to court! 
 Sometimes Les would arrive at the door to announce that 
he had nowhere to live, insisting that I take him in! I never 
accepted these demands because I knew he was more than 
capable of finding a suitable lodging and would therefore 
refuse to have him stay—even overnight. Les always 
wanted to be someone he was not. He had expensive tastes. 
He did not want people to think he was poor. He always 
looked very smart—but lived beyond his means in order to 
prove the point. He would buy clothes he could ill-afford 
only to discover he did not have enough money for food 
before his next pension cheque arrived. That’s when he 
would come to me pleading for help. I knew that without the 
appropriate food he would be in jeopardy from his diabetes. 
 Gradually I was able to help Les settle in a flat and be 
more or less disciplined in managing his money—though it 
cost me a great deal to do so. But he seemed to be always in 
strife. His diabetes was clearly getting worse. He was 
mugged in the train one night and his attackers stole his 
$400 diabetes-testing kit, thinking it was something of 
value they could use. The other passengers did nothing to 
come to his aid. He passed out and went into a coma, but 
someone eventually took him to hospital and he recovered. 
His diabetes has led to heart troubles and other serious ail-
ments. Then it was discovered he had cancer in his neck. 
The surgery and treatment has left him with a significant 
speech defect. Many people now think he is drunk when  
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he speaks and brush him aside as a result. He has a degen-
erative disease in one foot and has to have a district nurse 
attend him daily. He can no longer walk any significant 
distance. He has gone blind from his diabetes and in recent 
times has had a stroke. He is now paralysed down his right 
side and has virtually lost all ability to communicate. 
 Les lives on the other side of town. It is almost impossible 
for me to find the time to go to him at the drop of a hat 
when an ‘emergency’ occurs. He rings for help at the most 
inappropriate times! He makes demands that are quite 
beyond my ability to meet. He is still very arrogant and 
belligerent at times. But somewhere, somehow in all this 
God is at work in his life. He cries over the phone if there is 
any hint that I do not care for him any longer. I have tried 
to encourage churches in his area to take him under their 
wing—to befriend him and help him and love him. None 
have been willing to do so. Some have tried, but given up 
very quickly when they discovered that he lives below the 
poverty line and would require some financial commitment 
on their part. It has been very sad to see how some 
professing ‘Christians’ have reacted to Les’s plight. They 
have left him bitter, angry and disillusioned. 
 From a human point of view my involvement with Les is 
not what might be called a success story. I have probably 
spent tens of thousands of dollars in keeping him alive and 
in trying to meet his emergency financial and accom-
modation needs over the past fifteen years. For the most 
part it seems to have been to no avail. Have I been a fool? 
Have I been unwise? Have I made a mistake in thinking 
that money helps people? Have I misinterpreted the Scrip-
tures when it says that to give a cup of water to the poor is 
to give it to Christ? As far as I can tell Les has next to 
nothing by way of a faith in Christ. He may or may  
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not be a converted man—it is impossible to tell. Are there 
not far more ‘worthy’ Christian causes that I could have 
given that money to? I have asked myself these questions 
many times over the years. I have to assume that eternity 
alone will reveal the truth.  
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