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The Pastor as Blessing or Curse 

The position of a Pastor in the Church is of such importance that the enhancement of 
life and effectiveness is largely dependant upon him or her. Example: The official who 
had heard 1000s of sermons. Example: UCA Presbytery Consultations with Parishes. 

THE GIFT AND THE BLESSING OF PASTORS TO THE CHURCH 

The fullness of blessing given to the Church includes amongst its leading gifts that of 
Pastor–Teacher. (I Cor. 12:28; Col. 2:9f.; Eph. 1:3, 22–23; 4:1–16). This should not be 
taken by me to mean that I am an indispensable, precious person to the Church. But 
neither should I disparage my ordination and give way to the heresy that every person 
in the congregation is a priest in his or her own right. The Minister of the Word is 
justified before God in Christ, freeing the servant from self-justification and fear of 
failure. 
 The Shepherd will need to know the flock of God, and the flock will need to 
recognise his voice as one who knows the True Shepherd. For such a relationship the 
Pastor will be a friend to the people Christ has given him (Acts 4:23; John 15:12–17). 
The friend is vulnerable to his people, giving himself and sharing his life with them as 
he also takes them into his confidence. In times past, the induction of a Minister into a 
church was similar to a marriage service where the relationship was one of covenant 
friendship. 
 It is a curse to a church when a Pastor takes on a role of managing director, a 
professional worker of processes and clients, one who is out to change things. The 
people of the Parish do not have a utilitarian purpose in the Pastor’s scheme of things. It 
is a blessing for the congregation when the Pastor happily works with the people whom 
God has given him, rather than with the ones he wished he had. 

TO BE A BLESSING, WE MUST BE BLESSED 

The Pastor has been blessed in the hearing of the Word of God (Rom. 4:1–8). The 
Word of God is not some communication about God, detached from him, but is God 
himself speaking to us personally. The starting point in all preaching is that God has 
revealed himself, and this means that the Word has become flesh; God has put on our 
fallen humanity. Humanity which is lost is called back home. In Christ’s death, God has 
put our sin and judgment away. They no longer exist. In Christ, humanity is reconciled 
to God. The preacher who has heard this Word is blessed, for it means recognising and 
knowing that this is so. The preacher, then, can adopt no other attitude than that of a 
person to whom everything is given. Without a doubt, everything has been restored by 
God himself. 
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 It is from this fixed point that the servant begins to preach. The blessing of God is 
an action of God which comes with power. The preacher will be constantly attacked by 
the temptation to denounce the sin and the errors seen in his congregation. He cannot 
and must not avoid these things and will speak of them, but only to show that sin and 
error have been annihilated. Either the forgiveness of God stands or there is no for-
giveness whatever. 
 What this means is that the Servant of the Word of God is not a corrector of the 
foolish. The Pastor does not have to make things happen. The preacher does not have to 
establish the reality of God. The Pastor rules the Church with the Word which Christ 
gives. The preacher’s task is to make bare the actual situation of his people by con-
fronting them with the living God. His aims and his methods are not of our devising. 
But, rather, the Word which originates in God constrains men and women to the obedi-
ence of faith. 
 By the preaching of the Gospel we may avoid some unnecessary conflicts, 
although we may be avoiding some necessary conflicts by not preaching the Gospel. 
 In order to continue the blessing of God within the congregation, the Pastor will 
need to give serious attention to the Bible as the Apostolic witness of Christ, and this 
will in turn mean a fresh attention to his hermeneutics. Luther insisted that the knowl-
edge of God was through our hearing rather than our seeing. In order to ‘see’ God, he 
said, you must ‘stick your eyes in your ears’.  

THE OUTCOME OF BLESSING IS WORSHIP 

The Pastor himself must be a worshipper if he is to give godly leadership in worship. It 
is in the Church that the Word of reconciliation sings as our sickness is healed. The 
sacraments and the Word help us to understand the connection between the Church and 
conformity with the revelation given by God.  
 

There is indeed no preaching, in the precise meaning of the term, except when it is accompanied 
and illuminated by the sacrament . . . The sacrament goes back to that action of the Revelation 
which founded the Church and constitutes her promise, for the sacrament is not merely a word but 
an action, physically and visibly performed (K. Barth). 

 
 Baptism confers on us our belonging to the Church as the mark of Christ in our 
flesh. In the Lord’s Supper the people belonging to the body of Christ are nourished and 
protected during their journey to the city of God. The cup is the blessing of God which 
we bless, and we offer our songs of praise and thanksgiving.  
 The blessing of the sacrament protects us from the aridity of a bare lecture theatre. 
At the Lord’s Supper, the Pastor must not intrude himself, for it is the humanity of 
Christ who feeds the people. The Elder will observe the solemnity of the occasion, but 
let him not be dowdy, rather let him sing for joy with the whole heavenly and earthly 
family of God.  
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