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GEOFFREY BINGHAM 
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The Giver of the Gifts 

1. GOD THE TRUE GIVER 

Romans 9:1–4; James 1:17; cf. 1:5; 3:15 17; of. John 4:13–14; II 
Corinthians 9: 15. 

2. WITHOUT GOD WE HAVE NOTHING: ALL IS GIFTS 

I Corinthians 4: 6–13. The Corinthians imagined they were greatly 
filled, but every gift had come from God. So see I Corinthians 15:10; 
II Corinthians 3:4 6; 6:10. See Psalm 104:14–30, especially vss. 27–
30. See also I Chronicles 29:14. 

3. CHRIST CAME TO GIVE BACK THE GIFTS THAT WERE LOST TO 
MAN 

Luke 11:22 23: of. Isaiah 53:12; John 10:10. Note:– God had given to 
Israel gifts which were man’s at creation, but which Satan had stolen 
from him. Christ came to restore these gifts. 

4. ALL GIFTS ARE IN CHRIST 

(a) II Corinthians 9: 15, Christ is God’s gift to us. 
(b) Christ gives us the gifts of God, John 10: 10; Romans 8:32; II 
Corinthians 8:9, 
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 (c) Christ’s gifts are to the church, Ephesians 4:7–11. 

5. THE GIFTS ARE FOR THE ASKING 

Matthew 7:7 ll; Luke 11:13; Luke 6:38. See James 4: 2 3. 
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The Gifts that Save 

1. ALL GIFTS ARE FROM GOD 

Psalm 104; I Corinthians 4:7; Psalm 104. See I Chronicles 29: 10–14. 

2. MAN LOST THE TRUE GIFTS, i.e. TURNED THEM TO HIS OWN USE 

II Corinthians 5: 14–15, in reverse; Romans 1: 25. Cf. II Corinthians 
5:17 – God reverses the reverse. 

3. MAN CANNOT ACHIEVE HIS OWN SALVATION 

Romans 5:5–10; Jeremiah 17:9, man is without strength, ungodly, 
sinful, a rebel. He cannot turn of himself. 

4. THE GIFTS OF GOD THAT SAVE LOST MAN 

(a) Conviction of sin, John 16: 7–11. 

(b) The gift of repentance. Acts 5:31–32; 11:18: II Timothy 2: 25. 

(c) The gift of faith, Ephesians 2:8f.: Philippians 1: 29. 

(d) The gift of forgiveness. Acts 5:3]–32. 

(e) The gift of purification, Acts 22:16: I Corinthians 6:11. 
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(f) The gift of new birth, new (eternal life), I Peter 1:3, 23: Titus 3:5; 
Romans 6:23. 

(g) The gift of sanctification and holiness, I Corinthians 6:ll; I Peter 
1:2; II Peter 1:4. 

(h) The gift of justification, Romans 3:24; 5:17; 5:1, 8:1 

(i) The gift of love, Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:22. 

(j) The gift of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:38; 5:31–32. 
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The Glory Then, Now and Then 

1. THE GLORY IS GOD, AND ALL GLORY BELONGS TO HIM 

I Chronicles 29:11; Isaiah 6:3; Daniel 4:34–36. Ezekiel 1; II 
Corinthians 4:6; Revelation 4:lff. 

2. THE GLORY THAT WAS GIVEN TO MAN, AND LOST 

Genesis 1:26f.; Psalm 8:5; cf. Hebrews 2:3ff. Cf. Romans 3:23. 

3. THE GLORY THAT WAS GIVEN TO ISRAEL 

See (a) Acts 7:2, and the glory of the covenant, (b) Deuteronomy 33: 
1–5, (c) Glory, the pillar of fire and smoke, the shekinah, the holy of 
holies. the consecration of the temple. It was all the glory of God in 
His presence. See Isaiah 6:lf.; Ezekiel ch. 1; 43:2, linked with the 
presence and the departed glory of the Lord. 

4. THE GLORY GOD HAS RESTORED TO MAN 

(a) Christ brought the glory, John 1:14–18. Man has received this 
glory. 

(b) He suffered ignominy to bring us glory, 
(i) the Transfiguration,  
(ii) the Disfiguration which brings restoration of glory to man, 

Luke 9:30: Isaiah 



GOD'S INEXPRESSIBLE GIFTS 6

53; cf. Galatians 4:19, with Colossians 1:27; II Corinthians 3: 18. 

(c) Romans 3:23; 6:23: 5:1–2. 

(d) Present glory, which we know in stages, II Corinthians 3: 18. 

(e) The glory to come,  
(i) II Corinthians 4: 16f.; Ephesians 1:7, 13–14; Romans 

8:17–25,  
(ii) Resurrection, the body of glory, the inheritance of 

glory, the glory of worship and service in the Temple, 
the Holy City, and the New Age. 
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The Giving of the Law 

1. LAW HAS ALWAYS BEEN, AND WILL BE 

(a) Romans 5:13–14 shows there was a time when the law of Moses 
was not in the world. 
(b) God’s judgement of sin by the Flood, and at Sodom and 
Gomorrah shows there was the law of God. Abraham knew this law, 
Genesis 26: 4–5. 
(c) Israel received the law, Deuteronomy 33: 1– 4; Exodus 24:1–8. 
Israel did not fully keep the law, see Acts 7. 
(d) Christ did not come to abolish the law, but to establish it, 
Matthew 5:17–20. 
(e) We are called upon to ‘fulfil the just require merits of the law’, 
Romans 8:4. Note that the law is ‘the law of God’, Romans 8: 4. 
None can gainsay it’. Note Revelation 21:8; I Timothy 1:9–11; 
Romans 2: 12–16. 

2. MAN’S LOSS OF THE LAW 

(a) The law is the functional way of life. See Genesis 1:31; 
Ecclesiastes 3: 11; Psalm 19:7 13: Romans 3: 20. The law is perfect, 
Psalm 19: 7, and it was God’s way for created man. See the principle 
of Deuteronomy 4:6–8; 10: 12–13. 
(b) In the temptation man sought to work out his own law ‘knowing 
good and evil’. Genesis 3:5–6. 
(c) Romans l: 18 32 shows man with the law of idols, the law of self 
rule, but fearfully in sin. 
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3. CHRIST CAME TO BRING THE LAW TO US, AND US TO THE LAW 

(a) He did not come to abolish the law, Matthew 5:17ff., but to 
abolish the condemnation of the law, against us, Romans 10: 1–
3; Colossians 2:14–15; Ephesians 2:15–16; Romans 3:24; 5:1; 
8:1. This is summed up in John 1:17, ‘The law was given 
through Moses but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ’. 

(b) Being freed from the condemnation of law we can now obey the 
law, Jeremiah 31:31–34; Ezekiel 36: 24–28; Romans 8:1–4; 
Romans 7:6; Titus 2:11–14: of. John 14: 15; II Corinthians 5: 
14. 

(c) The law is the law of love, Romans 13:8 10: Galatians 5:13; el. 
James 1:22 25; 2:8–13. It is called ‘the law of Christ’, I 
Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2; cf. Galatians 5:13. 

4. TO DO THE LAW IS TO DO THE WILL OF GOD 

Read Psalms 1; 19; 119. See Psalm 40:6 8; Hebrews 5:5–8; cf. I 
Samuel 15:22–23. 
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The Giving and the Thanksgiving 

1. GOD SO LOVED THAT HE GAVE 

(a) The giving of the Father, John 3: 16; I John 3:16; Romans 8:32; II 
Corinthians 9: 15; el. James 1:17: Luke 11:13; Matthew 6:11; John 
4:14; Romans 6: 23; Ephesians 1: 3. 
(b) The giving of the Son, Galatians 2: 20; Ephesians 5:2; Acts 2:33; 
Ephesians 4:7–11: II Corinthians 8: 9. 
(c) The giving of the Spirit, Psalm 104:29 30; II Corinthians 3:6; Acts 
2:4ff.; I Corinthians 12:4ff.; Galatians 5:22–23; Romans 5:5. 

2. THE GIFTS WE HAVE RECEIVED 

(a) The gifts of creation, Genesis 1:26f.; Psalm 104; 100:3; I Timothy 
4:4; 6:17; James 1:17. 

(b) The gifts of salvation and the life of holiness. See Study 1 
(above). In these we must include the gifts outlined in Romans 
9:4, for what was given to Israel has also (now) been given to 
the church. ‘the Israel of God’, cf. Galatians 6:16. 

(c) The ‘inexpressible gift’ of Christ (1I Corinthians 9:15), along with 
all the gifts (Romans 8:32). 

(d) The gift of the Spirit, Acts 2:38: Romans 5:5: etc. Note: these 
gifts of the Spirit are for true life, extending to every aspect of 
authentic human living, in Christ. 

(e) The grace of life. and (in hope, proleptically) 
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the grace to come, I Peter 3:7; I Peter 1:13. Although we are yet to 
see these gifts, yet we have them and they are kept in store for us. 

3.OUR THANKSGIVING 

(a) Man lost his true personhood, identity and life when he refused to 
give thanks (Romans 1:21), because that meant he would have 
to acknowledge the goodness of God in giving. See I 
Chronicles 29: 14; cf. Proverbs 19:21. Luke 11:21f.; John 
10:10; and Isaiah 53:11–12 show that man’s gifts were filched 
by Satan but have been regained by Christ, cf. Ephesians 4:8. 

(b) Thanksgiving is part of true spiritual and personal health. See  
II Corinthians chs. 8 and 9; Ephesians 5:4. 

(c) Thanksgiving is always linked with true worship, Ephesians 5:18–
20: Colossians 3:15; I Peter 2:4 5; Hebrews 13:15–16: I 
Corinthians 14:16. For celestial worship and thanksgiving, see 
Revelation 4:9; 7:12: 11:17. It is also linked with prayer, 
Philippians 4:6. 

(d) Thanksgiving is for all things, as in all things, Psalm 103:1–5: 
116:12–14: I Thessalonians 5: 18; Ephesians 5: 20, for God is 
working for good in all things, Romans 8: 28. 

(e) Thanksgiving is linked with using the gifts of God, see John 6:11; 
Matthew 26:27; I Corinthians 11:24; Romans 14:6; I Timothy 
4:3–4. 

4. THE GREAT PRINCIPLE OF THANKSGIVING–GIVING 

See Psalm 116:12 13: II Corinthians 8:1–5, especially v. 5. 
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The Gifts to True Israel 

1. ISRAEL IS HONOURED BY GOD 

‘Israelites’ (Rein. 9:4) is a title of special position. It speaks of 
bearing the promises to the patriarchs and of a confederacy united .in 
their worship of Yahweh, Genesis 48:16; Judges 5:2,7. They are the 
elect of God, Malachi 1: 2,3; Deuteronomy 4: 37; 7:7ff.; 9:4–5; 14:2; 
32:10–14. God set Israel above all the nations and dwelt amongst 
them–as their God (Exod. 19:5f.; Lev. 26:11f.), giving them His 
Word, Deuteronomy 4: 12; 5: 2ff. 
The gifts, summarized in Romans 9:4–5, are the endowment of 
remarkable privilege. They are synonymous with God’s being with 
them, and His dwelling in them, Deuteronomy 4: 5– 8; Psalm 147: 
19f. The gifts are ‘transcendent’, i.e. they do not originate within 
God’s people, they are not gained from God by human will, but they 
come into their lives as something outside of themselves. 

2. WHO IS THE TRUE ISRAEL TODAY ? 

Romans 2:25–3:2 says it is a matter of the heart. expressing itself in 
obedience. Circumcision was the seal of God’s covenant blessing 
(Gen. 17; Rom. 4:11), but of itself is no passport to salvation. True 
circumcision is the miracle of God’s Spirit, Leviticus 26:42; 
Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4: 9:26; cf. Luke 6:43–45; II 
Timothy 2:19f.; Titus 2:11ff. 
In Christ, God circumcises His people. Colossians 2:11–15. The 
‘circumcision of Christ’ is our being 
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baptized into his death and resurrection, where the believer is made a 
member of the new Israel, GalatianS 6:15–16. In Philippians 3:3 the 
true circumcision worship God in spirit, cf. John 4: 23f. 

3. CHRIST IS THE TRUE ISRAELITE 

At the temple Simeon and Anna see God’s salvation, Luke 2:30,38; 
cf. Isaiah 52:10. The infant Jesus is seen as true Israel, Matthew 2: 
14f.; Exodus 4:22; Hosea 11:1. Old Jerusalem rejects the true. Luke 
13:22–30; Matthew 23:37–39; Matthew 24. 
Christ is the heir, Matthew 21:38; John 3:35; Matthew 11:25ff.; 
Revelation 5: 1–5. 
Christ is God’s unique and inexpressible gift, II Corinthians 9:15; cf. 
John 3:16; etc. In Christ we. are made fellow heirs, Ephesians 2: 11–
22; 3: 1–11. The malice and division between Jew and Gentile is 
demolished through the Cross, and in Christ the new people of God 
inherit the promises, Romans 8: 14–17: Ephesians 1:18; Revelation 
7; Galatians 3:2829; I Corinthians 12:13; Colossians 3:10–11. 

4. IN CHRIST THE GIFTS ARE OURS NOW 

We receive all the gifts of Romans 9: 4f. The privileges of Israel are 
everything on which the church is based and from which it is 
sustained, but in a heightened sense as Christ fulfils these and we are 
inheritors of the new age, Hebrews 6: 5; II Corinthians 3:7ff. 
Ephesians 1: 3; II Peter 1: 3ff.; I Corinthians 3:21. 
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The Worship Now, and Then 

1. WORSHIP WITH REVERENCE AND AWE 

Israel is given the gift of the worship, Romans 9: 4. It was for this 
Moses asks Pharaoh to let the people go, Exodus 3:12; 4:23; 7:16; 
10:3; Deuteronomy 4:19; 6:13; 7:4; Joshua 22:27; 24:14–24. 
The worship was to be offered in accord with the prescriptions of the 
law, Leviticus 17:3,4,8,9; Deuteronomy 12:13,14,32,4:2, of. Isaiah 
29:13; Ezekiel 20:19. Yet it was more than a meticulously carried out 
cultus, it was obedience to the voice of the Lord, Deuteronomy 4:9, 
15, 23–24: of. Isaiah 66:2. 
Hebrews 12:22–29 says that only those who have been received into 
the true community of God can worship with ‘reverence and awe’. 
Their conscience has been cleansed (Heb. 9: 14), and they have open 
access into the presence of the Holy One, Hebrews 10:19–22. 
Cornelius and his family worshipped out of the Gospel of 
forgiveness, Acts 10:43–46. 

2. SELF DEIFICATION IS FALSE WORSHIP 

The temptation to man was to give himself worship which is God’s, 
Genesis 3: 17; Romans 1: 18ff.; Acts 7:42, and Romans 1:25 speaks 
of the worship of strange gods, cf. Psalm 115:lff.; Isaiah 40:18–20; 
Jeremiah 2:13,27. 
False worship puts man on the level of God, and reduces God to 
another object amongst the 
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religious gods. It has its origins in presumption (11 Sam.6:lff.) that is 
the making of a god to fulfil man’s word, the power of magic and 
lawlessness, Ezekiel 13: Jude; etc. In losing the worth of God, man 
loses the worth of himself, is enclosed in on himself, locked in a 
meaningless universe while facing future eternal punishment. 

3. WORSHIP FLOWS FROM THE REVELATION OF THE 
GRACE OF HOLINESS 

Israel worships the God who saves them dramatically from Egypt, 
and declares Himself livingly in His Word, Deuteronomy 5:6ff., 22–
29. Out of this revelation, God gives them the pattern of worship, 
Exodus 24:9 – 25:lff., etc. 
The worship has many components, but central and running through 
it all is (a) the holiness of God, and (b) His grace, e.g. Leviticus 
16:lff.; 17: 11. This gift of worship freed them to worship, and kept 
the. people of God up to covenant obedience. It flows into the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, joy in the presence of the Lord, and the 
honouring of God and man. 

4. THE NEW WORSHIP 

Israel had the worship, John 4:22; Romans 9:4. The prescriptions 
were a shadow of what was to come, John 4:23f.; Colossians 2:17; 
Hebrews 8:5; 9:9: 10:2; 13:10. It was not permanent or final, but 
temporary. 
The fulfilment and substance is in Christ, Hebrews 10:12–14,18,19ff. 
Grace has appeared (Titus 2: 11) and the idols have been repudiated, 
I Thessalonians 1: 9. 
The coming of the Spirit makes the renewed  
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people of God the sanctuary of worship, Ephesians 2:18–22; 3:14–
20; 5:18ff.; Philippians 3:3: I Corinthians 3:16f.; 14:24f.; Acts 5:1–
11, 14; 13:1–3; I Timothy 3:15; I Peter 2:5, 9–10. Great grace is upon 
the church (Acts 4:33), grace being the root of acceptable worship, 
Hebrews 12:28. 
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The Gifts that Give 

1. INTRODUCTION: THE GIFTS ARE FOR GIVING,  
I CORINTHIANS 12:4–11 

Cf. I Peter 4:10; Ephesians 4:11f.; Matthew 10: 8. They are not a 
possession which ends with us. Rather they are the means of building 
up the whole body, and bringing the world to worship God Christ. 

2. CHRIST IS THE GIFT, II CORINTHIANS 9: 15;ROMANS 6: 23 

Cf. Romans 8:32; II Corinthians 8:9; I John 5: 12. God has given the 
church the fulness of Christ. Ephesians 1:22f.; Colossians 1:19; 
2:3,9f. As the body of Christ, the church worships and serves under 
the authority and power of his headship, Ephesians 4: 15.; 5: 23ff.; 
Colossians 2: 16–18. 
Elders are to rule the church under Christ, I Corinthians 14: 26ff.; 
Titus 1: 5–9; I Timothy 5: 17. 

3. THE GIFTS ARE GIVEN WITHIN THE GIFT OF GRACE, ROMANS 
12:6 

As the charismata, the gifts are given in the one gift of Christ, and not 
as separate graces. They fulfil differing ministries, I Corinthians 12:4, 
28. 
In I Corinthians 12:1, the gifts are called ‘spirituals’ or ‘spiritual 
gifts’, and are linked with 
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the Spirit whom Christ gave to the church. They function only in 
dependency on the Spirit, are not autonomous powers. They are the 
action of Christ’s fulness, and aid and express his Lordship. 

4. THE GIFTS ARE FOR POWERFUL SERVICE, I CORINTHIANS 12:4 6 

Under Christ’s Lordship the Spirit distributes (a) gifts, (b) services, 
(c) workings. These three are the one, and are used to serve the 
community powerfully. Thus the gifts are the harmonious action of 
the Father. the Son and the Spirit. 
The variety of the gifts constitutes the unity of the church (I Cor. 
12:12; Eph. 4:3ff.), realized by the ‘one Spirit’. 
The gifts are given to be the practical means of the service of love, I 
Corinthians 13:lff. love is the way of maintaining the unity of the 
church, and is for its building up. 

BY THE MINISTRY OF GIFTS THE CHURCH 
IS TO BRING CHRIST TO THE WORLD, 

ROMANS 15:29 

By the gifts the church is edified and built up internally (I Cor. 
12:7,25; 14:3 6,19,26), but simultaneously the gift of the Spirit is 
given for witness to the world, i.e. proclamation. Acts 1:8. The gifts 
of Ephesians 4: 11, etc. are to enable and confirm the proclamation, 
Acts 4:29–33. The gifts are the means of engaging in the warfare 
with the fortresses of the satanic kingdom of man, simultaneously 
bringing judgment and redemption by Christ’s power. I Corinthians 
1:18; Romans 15:17–19 I Thessalonians 1: 5–6; II Corinthians 10:5–
6.
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The Sonship 

Grant Thorpe 

SONSHIP IN ISRAEL 

God chose Israel and delivered her from Egypt, and provided for all 
her needs and looked for her to trust in Him. Exodus 4:23; Hosea 11: 
God set them free to serve Him. They could only be free in serving 
Him. Exodus 4:22; Deuteronomy 8:3–5; Jeremiah 3:14 15; Malachi 
1:6; 1:10. 
The people could expect a future and a hope in the midst of their 
failure. Isaiah 63:16: 64:8; Hosea 1:10. 
National sonship had personal implications. Deuteronomy 14:1–2; 
32:5 6,18–19; II Samuel 7:14; Malachi 1:6. 
The sonship was restrained in that the lesson of law had to be 
learned. Their sonship was known externally, experienced 
ceremonially, to be lived out behaviourally, and to be hoped in 
expectantly. While a great joy, it must have left its participants 
longing for the ultimate sonship. Galatians 3:23–26; Hosea 1:10 with 
Romans 9:26. 

SONSHIP IN CHRIST 

The Father’s action. If we are the sons of God, it is because of the 
Father’s choosing and predestinating of us, sending His Son 
and His Spirit, bringing us to birth and doing that for which we 
had no strength. Ephesians 1: 4–5; Galatians 4: 4–9; John 1:12 
(cf. 3:5–8); Romans 8:3. 
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The Son. Christ is the eternal Son, but in our history and in our flesh, 
has lived a true sonship of trust and obedience to the Father. 
His Sonship has also been expressed in his bearing of our sins 
and rising from the dead. It is this sonship which we have 
received. Matthew 11:25 30; Mark 14:36; Romans 1: 4. 

Faith in Christ. This sonship is the gift of God to those with faith in 
Christ, or who have put on Christ. The Son confesses them as 
his brothers. John 1:12; cf. 3:8; Galatians 3:23–29; Hebrews 2: 
10–11. 

The Spirit of the Son. Sonship is not granted as a category to which 
we may belong, but imparted by the Spirit in our regeneration. 
He is the Spirit of adoption, and by him we cry ‘Abba Father’. 
Romans 8:15–17, 23–27; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 2: 18. 

Full sonship – beyond law. Law had powerfully shown human 
bondage to sin. Its condemnation was fully expressed in 
Christ’s death. In this manner. Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law. This is freedom. This is knowing God – being 
known by Him rather than approaching Him only through 
external regulation. Romans 8:3; Galatians 4:5 10; cf. John 
8:34–36. 

True sonship – fulfilling the law. Righteousness is now received by 
faith, and pursued by faith. Being led by the Spirit (of the Son) 
includes the law being fulfilled in us, and putting to death the 
deeds of the body. Romans 9: 24–32; 8: 1–14. 

Likeness of sons to Father. Many passages show that there is 
always a likeness of the true sons with the Father. This likeness 
is both given by God and cultivated by its recipient Matthew 
5:9,16.43–48; 6:14–15; 7:21; II Corinthians 6:18; James 3:9; I 
Peter 1:17; Revelation 21:7; cf. Romans 8:29 30: Galatians 
5:5–6, 16–25. 
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Heirs with Christ. The sons of God await the full revealing of their 
relation to the Father; this will include the resurrection of the 
body’, likeness to Christ, seeing the glory of God and of Christ, 
and receiving or entering the kingdom prepared by the Father. 
Revelation 21:7; Galatians 4:7; Romans 8:17 25: I John 1:1–3; 
Matthew 13:41–43: 25:34: Luke 12:32; 22:28–30. 

 
Summary. To be sons of God is to know God and to be known by 
Him. It is to be righteous before God, released from law but doing 
His will, to be as He is – a peacemaker. All of this is ours in the Son 
and is effected by the Spirit of the Son, given by the Father to us. so 
that we cry ‘Abba Father’, the filial cry of trust, confidence, love and 
obedience. We have come to sonship by faith, and continue in it by 
faith until Christ appears and our sonship is fully revealed. 
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The Messiah, God Over All 

Grant Thorpe 

ISRAEL’S MESSIAH 

Israel’s hope of a coming deliverer was focussed especially in the 
promise given to David that his throne would be an everlasting throne 
(II Sam. 7: 13), but God’s promise to save His people had far deeper 
and wider reach than this. God had chosen to bless the earth by 
taking a people for Himself –. a people whose hope would be in God 
and who would live in righteousness, Genesis 12: 1; 17: 1–8. 
Prophets (word bearers), priests (worship of ferers) and kings 
(covenant shepherds), were anointed for leadership over the people. 
All were appointed with a view to a Successor – and the nee<] for 
and the greatness of this Successor was revealed to Israel in the 
context of her failures and weakness. A prophet would finally appear 
(Dour. 18:15 with Acts 3:22), a priest would come (Ps. l l0: 4 with 
Heb. 5:5–10), a king would reign (Isa. 9:6–7: 11:1–9; Ezek. 34:23–
24; Ps. 2:1–11, with Acts 2:36; 4:23–31; 5:30–32). 
The servant of the Lord would give Israel’s true service to God and 
truly fulfil the covenant (Isa. 49: 1–7), a son of man would inherit a 
kingdom behalf of the saints of the Most High (Dan. 7:13 
In various ways, some that were true and others that were false, these 
intimations of the coming Anointed One were cherished within 
Israel, Luke l: 67–79. 
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THE COMING OF MESSIAH 

The central question about Jesus when he appeared was, ‘Is this the 
Christ?’ Jesus showed by his signs that this was the case, and the 
Father bore witness to the truth of His Anointed Son by granting 
signs for him to perform, Matthew 16: 13–17; John 20: 30 31;. 
10:36–38. 
The wonder of God’s Anointed coming to our earth is to be 
acknowledged by all peoples. It was for this purpose that he appeared 
to Israel, Philippians 2:9–1l; I John 2:22; 4:2–3; Acts 3:25–26. 

MESSIAH GOD AMONGST HIS PEOPLE 

The church is now the people of Messiah, all that was promised to 
Israel is the heritage of the whole people of God, I Peter 2:9–10. 
Christ is made one with his people, they are his Father’s people and 
so they are his people, John 17: 6 10; Matthew 3:13–15; 8:16–17; 
Mark 10:45. By love, he becomes one with them in their need, Isaiah 
53: I 12. They, by faith, become one with him in his victory. In one 
sense, Messiah is the people of God rendering true obedience and 
forming a true people of God in his own likeness and by his saving 
actions, Romans 8:29. 
Christ has borne and defeated the sins of his people. In his death we 
died, and in his ‘resurrection we came alive to the Father, Romans 
5:6–11; 6:4,8–9; 8:10,34: Galatians 2:20; 5:1; I Peter 3:18. 
Christ is the head over all things – for the church, Ephesians 1:16–23; 
Romans 9:5, with 14:9 arid Philippians 2: 10. He had come to Israel 
as their king (John 12:13–15; 18:33–37), announcing the presence of 
the kingdom (Matt. 16:13–20; 12:28; etc.) and by the Resurrection he 
had begun to reign, 



GOD'S INEXPRESSIBLE GIFTS 28

Romans 1:3–4; I Corinthians 15:3–4; Acts 2:36; Revelation 1:5.  
[‘To the Hellenistic world, "Lord" was a more meaningful way of 
expressing the divine kingship of Jesus than Messianic terminology could 
pro vide’ (C.K. Barrett on I Cor. 8:6)]. 

Christ, as the eternal Son, has borne witness to what he knew of his 
Father, John 1:18; 5:18; 8:42: 9:4–5; 20:31. In him, the Father has 
been seen, and in fact been amongst us, John 14:8–11; II Corinthians 
5:17–21. In Christ, the fulness of deity resided, and in him and what 
he has accomplished, we have our life, Colossians 1:19–20.; 2:8–9. 
This is the way in which God has become our God and we have 
become His people. Therefore let us separate ourselves from all 
competing trusts and alliances and walk in union with Christ, II 
Corinthians 6:14–18; Galatians 2:20. 
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The Gospel of Promise 

Noel Due 

INTRODUCTION 

I believe it was the great German theologian Karl Barth who once 
said, ‘...Christianity is a religion of grace or it is nothing: no grace, no 
gospel.’ Whether the source of the saying is correct or not, the truth 
of the statement remains. There is no Gospel if there is no grace of 
God, if God is not the God of all grace. 
The subject of this small study has confirmed this to me yet again. I 
have been stunned to see the vastness of the theme of ‘promise’ in the 
Scriptures and how all we know of God relates directly to it. 
Covenant, prophecy, eschatology (i.e. the study of the last things), 
redemption and indeed all salvation history, are intimately related to 
the theme of ‘promise’. We cannot understand them unless we see 
that they are all rooted and grounded in the fact that our God is the 
God who relates to His creation through promise, end that He is the 
One who fulfils that which He promises. 
May we all grow in the grace of Him who has ‘granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises’ as we take up the theme in this 
study. 

1. THE GOD WHO PROMISES 

In Scripture the theme of promise is always related to the being of 
God. The concept of promise is secured in who God is. Isaiah 43:11–
13 says, 

‘I, even I, am the Lord; 
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And there is no saviour besides Me. 
It is I who have declared and saved and pro claimed, 
And there was no strange god among you;  
So you are My witnesses declares the Lord.  
And I am God. 
Even from eternity I am He; 
And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; 
I act and who can reverse it?’ 

God acts and who can reverse it? Who indeed? God is sovereign over 
His creation. His purpose will be established and He will accomplish 
His good pleasure (cf. Isa. 46:8–11). The Psalmist tells us that the 
counsel of the Lord stands forever (Ps. 33: 11), such a statement 
being made in the midst of a passage which praises God for His 
sovereign rule over all things. In Psalm 2 we are told that all of the 
plans of men against the Lord and His anointed are ‘a vain thing’, i.e. 
they are bound to come to naught. God rules over His universe, and 
how this angers a humanity which wants to see itself as sovereign!* 
The Old Testament emphasis on God as King is carried through into 
the New Testament, but here we meet the phrase ‘the kingdom of 
God’. This is not a regions. even though people may enter it (cf. John 
3: 5). Neither can it be identified with any one group. The Church is 
not the Kingdom, though 

                                                 
* This point is further brought out in Revelation ll: 15-18. Here the fact of God's reign over 

all things draws forth praise, worship and adoration from the heavenly elders, but rage 
from the nations of the earth. A detailed discussion of this is beyond our scope at this 
time. Suffice to say that the root of all sin is humanity's stubborn refusal to 'honour Him 
God or give thanks', i.e. the refusal to submit to Him and give Him the worship that is at 
once His due and our life. 
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without doubt it is formed by the Kingdom and participates in the 
action of it. The Kingdom of God is His active reign and rule over 
His creation. We may enter it in the sense that we may submit to it. 
but it is not dependent upon us or our response. We cannot extend the 
Kingdom, for the rule of God is always over all things at all times. 
The Kingdom forms the basis of all proclamation in the New 
Testament. John the Baptist came proclaiming a message of 
repentance, ‘for the Kingdom of God [was] at hand’ (Matt. 3:1–2 & 
par.). When Jesus began His preaching ministry, the Gospel writers 
tell us that He too preached the Kingdom (Mark 1:14–15). Certainly 
in His first public ad dress in His home town synagogue, He applied 
to Himself the Old Testament prophecy from Isaiah, which was 
clearly understood to refer to the long awaited Messiah–King (Luke 
4:16ff.). In Him the Kingdom of God had ‘invaded’ the world of 
men. The disciples were taught by Him for an extended period after 
the resurrection about ‘the things concerning the Kingdom of God’, 
and consequently they too proclaimed the message of the Kingdom 
(cf. Acts 8:12; 19:8; 20:25). 
If we were to ask ‘What was the content of this preaching’?’, we 
would have to say that it was multifaceted. Fundamentally the 
apostles preached Jesus Christ as Lord, but this very phrase contains 
massive implications. To say that He is Lord is to say that the risen, 
ascended and glorified Christ is head over all things, including the 
Church. It is to say that He holds the keys of death, having put death 
to death on the cross, and having proved tits complete victory over it 
in the resurrection. It is to say that His overcoming of death is a 
reality be cause of His victory over sin, which also gives Him the 
victory over the Evil One and all his cohorts. 
It is to say that the shame and guilt of man has been overcome and all 
idols have been reduced to naught. History has been the arena for its 
own redemption, 
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so that at the right hand of the Father, Christ now reigns forever as 
‘King of kings and Lord of lords’. And all this has been secured and 
accomplished through the work of the cross, meaning that to preach 
‘Christ and Him crucified’ is to preach the good news of the 
Kingdom. 
What has all this to do with our topic’? Simply this: the God who 
relates to His creation on the basis of promise is the King whose 
kingdom has been secured once and for all on the cross. And this is 
so by His grace. We cannot really under stand the significance of this 
unless we see how foreign the concept of grace is to fallen humanity. 
In all known Greek religious literature from New Testament times, 
we have found only one example of a promise being made by a god. 
** In every other stance, promises are made by worshippers to gods 
the form of vows, etc. Little wonder that to Greeks. the cross was 
foolishness: the whole con cept of God acting in such a way must 
have been nonsensical. 
Grace and promise are thus intimately related. The promises of God 
are sure because God is King, and the promises of God are promises 
because He is the God of all grace. It therefore comes as no surprise 
to see that the promises of God in Scripture are always related to the 
word which this God speaks. 
In our translations of the Bible (especially the Authorised Version 
and those which are close to it). the English word ‘promise’ is used 
where the Old Testament writers used words that relate to the 
utterance of God. For example. I Kings 8:56 

‘Blessed be the Lord. who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all 
that He promised; 

                                                 
* This information comes from Kittel's Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 

Vol.2, p579. 
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not one word has failed of all His good promise. which He promised through 
His servant Moses’. 

Here the words that are in italics mean literally ‘spoke’, while the 
underlined word means literally ‘word’. This is a consistent pattern in 
the Old Testament. God’s promise is really His word. What He 
speaks He will do. What He has promised He is able to perform 
(Rom. 4:21). His word is His promise because, as the sovereign King, 
His word is sure and incontrovertible. Unlike men and the idols, 
which are so called gods, He knows and commands the future. His 
word never returns unto Him void, i.e. it always accomplishes its 
purpose (Isa. 55:10ff.), and these purposes are always good, even in 
judgement. To believe in the promises of God is no less than to 
believe in God Himself. His promises are His word to His creation, 
and His word can never be abstracted from His person. To ‘stand on 
the promises’ of God therefore must simply be to believe Him, to 
trust His word because of who He is. 

2. THE CONTENT OF THE PROMISES 

In II Peter 1:4, we read of the ‘precious and manifold promises’ of 
God. How can we understand them? Are they consistent in their 
emphasis or are they unrelated utterances of God in various historical 
circumstances? In answer to these questions we must first look more 
closely at the context of the verse from which we have just quoted. 
Peter, in greeting his readers, wishes them grace and peace in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, 

‘,.. seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to 
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and 
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magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust’. 

By His own glory and excellence, i.e. by the wonderful nature of 
Christ’s own Person. lie has granted to us His promises. These 
promises relate to our sharing in the nature of God and the associated 
escape from this world’s corruption. In other words, the promises in 
which we share relate to our redemption and subsequent calling as 
bondservants of Christ (cf. I Peter 1:3–5; 2:9). There are no abstract 
promises in the Scriptures. They all relate to the fulfilling of His plan 
and purpose of redemption and the subsequent new creation. 
The theme of the promises is clearly set forth in Genesis 3: 15. After 
the Fall, God says (i.e. promises), that there will come from the seed 
of the woman, One who would destroy the Serpent. Some 
theologians call this the proto–evangelium the first proclamation of 
the good news of redemption. An analysis of all the promises listed in 
the Scriptures will quickly show how they are all subservient to this 
theme.* 

                                                 
* Many treatments which deal with the promises of God list them under topic headings such 

as promises to the ill, the afflicted, the penitent, the tempted, the humble, etc. I am not 
wishing to dispute that these things are so, but it would seem clear that the underlying 
nature of them all is that God is the God who redeems His people. As such there will be 
specific outworkings of the promise in different circumstances, but at all times the things 
that are stressed are the insufficiencies of man and the faithfulness of God. Never is there 
faith in faith, or faith in the belief of a person per se. The object of the person's faith is 
God who promises, and their security is that God has Himself faithful in history by the 
redemption of His covenant people. 
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The point of convergence of promise which was given in Genesis and 
all the subsequent promises is, of course, Jesus Christ Himself. All 
the promises given to Abraham, Moses, David and to Israel through 
the prophets, find their fulfilment in Him. Paul says, 
‘But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. For the 
Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you by us – by 
me, Silvanus and Timothy – was not yes and no, but yes in Him. For 
as many are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; wherefore also 
by Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us. Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also 
sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge’ (II Cor. 
1:18–22). 
This rather complex passage bears some more detailed analysis. 
Paul’s immediate concern is the defence of his ministry. From the 
preceding verses it seems clear that he had intended to pay his 
Corinthian congregation a double visit, one on his way to Macedonia 
and another on the way back. There had however, been a change of 
plan* and certain persons in the church had used this for their own 
political purposes, denouncing Paul as fickle, unreliable and 
insincere. He defends himself by asserting that his word is not a 
vacillating one: it is not yes and no. Just as God is faithful to His 
word, so is God’s apostle. 
Paul now elaborates further. Jesus Christ, 

                                                 
* The reasons for this change are not important for us to consider here. Almost certainly it 

was engendered out of a deep pastoral concern for the Corinthians themselves (cf. 1:23-
24). For those who would like to follow the matter further, all good commentaries have a 
discussion of the issue. 
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whom Paul and his companions preached, is not yes and no. The 
Greek here uses the perfect tense, i.e. Christ is and remains God’s 
yes. He is both the consummation and substance of all 
God’s promises. The covenant promises to Abraham and his seed are 
realised in His person (cf. Gal. 3: 16) and in Him all the things that 
are written in ‘Moses and the prophets and the Psalms’ (cf. Luke 
24:44), find their fulfilment. All the fulness of God dwells in Him 
(Col. 1:19). He is the First, and the Last, the Beginning and the End 
(Rev. 22:13). 
In view of this, every need is supplied in Him. As we are told in I 
Corinthians 1:30, Christ has ‘become to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption’. Everything we 
need and everything we have in the Kingdom we have in and through 
Him. The believers can there fore cry ‘Amen’ to the glory of God 
because of Him. This word expresses confidence in the faithfulness 
of God and the certainty of His promises. More over in Revelation 
3:14 Christ is described as ‘the Amen, the faithful and true Witness’. 
He Himself is the absolute guarantee of the faithfulness of God. 
It is for this reason that Paul is able to say that we are now ‘being 
established’ in Christ. The present tense is important. By grace we 
have been placed into dynamic union with Christ, and by grace we 
are caused to stand in this union in the present. There is thus no way 
that we can bring ourselves to maturity in the flesh (cf. Gal. 3:1–5) or 
regard ourselves as heirs to the promises in our own right. The 
security of our position in Christ does not rest on the will of man, but 
on the will of God Himself. Hence in I Corin thians 1: 6–8 we read, 

‘...even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you 
are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall also 
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confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ’. 

Moreover, Paul tells us that this same God who establishes us in 
Christ ‘seals’ us with the ‘pledge’ of the Holy Spirit. Both of these 
terms are rich in meaning. In the ancient world, a person’s seal 
accomplished and implied a number of things. For example, an item 
that was sealed belonged exclusively to the seal’s owner: it could 
neither be touched nor tampered with without the express permission 
of the one who owned the seal. Likewise, a message delivered under 
the official seal of its sender, came with all the authority of that 
sender, even if the one who delivered the message was the lowliest of 
servants. To be sealed by God Himself is a wonderful thing, for it 
both stabilizes us in the present and secures us in hope of that which 
is yet to be. 
It is the element of hope that is uppermost in the other term ‘pledge’. 
The Greek word used here was a common term in commerce. It 
indicated a proportion of the purchase money paid on the receipt of 
bought goods, acting as a guarantee that the sum owing would 
eventually be forthcoming. The word’s other main usage followed 
logically from this meaning, for it was also (and still is) used as the 
term for an engagement ring. The amazing grace of the Gospel is the 
God has pledged Himself to us. Now we wait eagerly the 
consummation of the pledge, such a consummation being nothing 
less than our and the creation’s full redemption. 

3.NOW AND NOT YET 

The observant reader would have by this time already noticed an 
inherent tension in the preceding discussion. On the one hand the 
Scriptures are clearly teaching that in Christ we have obtained 
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the fulfilment of all the promises of God, yet it is also abundantly 
clear that there is a sense in which we are yet awaiting what we 
already have. This situation is what one theologian has described as 
the difference between fulfilment and consummation. 
We are those who live in the ‘in between’ time. Paul says that we are 
those upon whom the ends of the ages have come (I Cot. 10: 11), by 
this meaning that we live in the tension of being caught in between 
two ages. The current age is ‘evil’ (Gal. 1:4) in that sin, sickness, 
suffering, the flesh, the world systems and the devil himself all seem 
to hold sway. Yet it is into this very age that the Son of Man has 
come with the express purpose of ‘destroying the works of the devil’ 
(I John 3:8). In the language of Jesus’ parable, He has come as the 
stronger man to overcome the strong man and take his spoils. Where 
and when has this been accomplished? 
In John 12:31 Jesus says with a view to the impending cross, ‘Now 
judgement is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall be 
cast out’. In the light of this, it is very significant that John’s gospel 
does not record any exorcisms. It is as if John want to stress that all 
Jesus’ power over the forces of evil, lies in and through his cross, and 
it alone. His renders should not understand Jesus as a wonder worker 
with great psychic powers, as did the sons of Sceva*, but as One 

                                                 
* For the full story see Acts 19: 13-17. In the early history of the Church, in a world that was 

full of wonder workers and magicians such as Simon Magus (see Acts 8:4-24), Christ 
was frequently misunderstood to have been a person of similar kind. Clearly his name 
came to be seen as a talisman by many a pagan. The tragedy is that in the centuries 
following the apostolic period, this attitude also infiltrated the church itself. I believe 
there is a resurgence of the same attitude in these days, both within and without the 
church, which should give us cause for much caution. 
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whose Kingdom and power rest on the agony and suffering of the 
cross. He has not come into the world to overcome evil by some 
stronger magic, but by cutting away its fulcrum and support. This is 
what Paul means in Colossians 2:13–15: 

‘And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, having cancelled out the certificate of deb.t consisting of 
decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross. When he had disarmed the rulers and 
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him’ 

The point of this is clear: the powers of evil have been conquered 
because they have had their base of operation destroyed. They have 
been overcome because the guilt of man has been judged once for all 
on the cross. Christ’s triumph over them consists in this, that He has 
become the sin of the world and that in Him the sin of the world has 
been judged and thereby overcome. 
As His people, we now share in this victory. We are overcomers in 
this life by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony 
(Rev. 12: 11). We have no inherent strength, nor do we have any 
victory in life apart from the one great victory of the cross. But even 
in this victory, we live in the in–between time. The age to come is 
still to come. We live in bodies that are doomed to death, yet we 
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have eternal life now. We know that all of our griefs and all of our 
sorrows have been carried, yet we often find that we live life through 
a veil of tears. We still await that day when there will be no more 
pain, no more suffering, no more tears, and no more curse (cf. Rev. 
21 and 22) and until that great day we, ‘...having the first fruits of the 
Spirit...groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly the adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies’ (Rom. 8: 23). We have been saved in 
hope, and with perseverence we wait eagerly the final consummation 
of all things (cf. Rom. 8:23f.). 
What holds us in this age? It is the assurance that the promise of God 
to redeem His creation utterly and completely, will never be 
overturned. It is the assurance that the cross stands at the centrepoint 
of all history as God’s absolute guarantee of His redemptive word. It 
is the assurance that in this cross, Christ has won the victory over all 
that is hostile to the Father’s good purposes. It is the assurance that 
God is the God of all faithfulness, whose creation will not be 
permitted to end in futility. To Him be all glory in the church! 

The Lord is King! lift up thy voice, 
O earth and all ye heavens rejoice; 
From world to world the song shall ring:  
The Lord omnipotent is King’. 
The Lord is King! who then shall dare  
Resist His will, distrust His care, 
Or murmur at His wise decrees, 
Or doubt His royal promises? 
The Lord is King! child of the dust,  
The judge of all the earth is just;  
Holy and true are all His ways: 
Let every creature speak His praise. 
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He reigns! ye saints exalt your strains; 
Your God is King, your Father reigns: 
And He is at the Father’s side, 
The man of love, the crucified. 
One Lord, one empire, all secures; 
He reigns, – and life and death are yours, 
Through earth and heaven one song shall ring, 
‘The Lord omnipotent is King!’ 

Josiah Conder 
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The Covenants – Then and Now 

John Octoman 

PRINCIPLE OF COVENANT 

A covenant between persons involves working out terms and 
conditions agreeable to the parties concerned, it is bilateral. It could 
be either verbal or written, depending on the parties involved. In 
business dealings it could be called a contract or an agreement, and 
would be considered to be binding for the term of the contract. A 
biblical example of such a covenant is between Laban and Jacob, 
Genesis 31: 44–50. 
The principle of a biblical covenant, or a divine covenant is, to quote 
O. Palmer Robertson, ‘A covenant is a bond–in–blood sovereignly 
administered’. He expands this statement, writing ‘No such thing as 
bargaining, battering, or contracting characterizes the divine 
covenants of Scripture. The sovereign Lord of heaven and earth 
dictates the terms of His covenant’. They are unilateral. 
The principle of a biblical covenant is best illustrated by studying the 
covenants that God made with: 
(a) Noah, Genesis 6:11–32; 9:9–17. 
(b) Abraham, Genesis 15:9–21; 17:lff.; 12:1–3. 
(c) Isaac, Genesis 26:1–5, 24. 
(d) Jacob, Genesis 28:13–17. 
(e) Moses, Exodus 20:1–2; Ch.34. 
(f) David, II Samuel 7:8–17; cf. Psalm 89:3–4. 
Such covenants are binding, the parties are bound together by and in 
the covenant (i.e. a strong rope bound around). 
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God’s covenants are of grace (sovereignly administered), with rich 
promises associated, i.e. Noah, ‘But I will establish my covenant with 
you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons. your wife and 
your sons’ wives with you’. Abraham, ‘numberless descendants, 
land, blessings, a great nation, protection, an everlasting covenant’. 
David, ‘And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever’. 
The primary thrust being, ‘You will be my people and I will be your 
God, Exodus 6:7. 

THE NEW COVENANT PROMISED 

The prophets told of the new covenant, Jeremiah 31:31–34; 32:40; 
Isaiah 61:8; 42:1–9; Ezekiel 16:60; 37:26; 36:22ff. The promise of 
the new covenant is also the promise of the Holy Spirit, Ezekiel 36: 
26–27; 37: 1–14. 

THE NEW COVENANT 

Christ’s death effects the new covenant, ‘for this is my blood of the 
new covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins’, Matthew 26: 28. The strangers to the covenants have been 
‘brought near in the blood of Christ’, Ephesians 2: 12f. 
The new covenant is a better covenant, Hebrews 7:21–22, ‘This 
makes Jesus the surety of a better covenant’, ‘For it was fitting that 
we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 
separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, 
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins 
and then for those of the people; he did this once for all when he 
offered up himself’, Hebrews 7: 26–27. Enacted on better promises, 
Hebrews 8: 6. 
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LIVING IN THE NEW COVENANT 

To live in the new covenant then is to live life in all that God has 
effected in Christ, by His grace. 
♦ Forgiven, Jeremiah 31: 34; Hebrews 8: 12; 10: 17–18.  
♦ Clean conscience, Hebrews 10: 22; 9: 14. 
♦ Justified, Romans 3: 24; Philippians 3: 9. 
♦ Sonship, Galatians 4:4–6; Ephesians 1:5. 
♦ New Spirit, Acts 2:38; I Corinthians 3:16–17; I Corinthians 6:19 

(the temple).  
♦ Not under wrath, I John 4:10; Romans 5:9.  
♦ Loving, knowing God’s love, I John 4:7–19; John 13:34. 

Controlled by His love, II Corinthians 5: 14. 
♦ Serving, God and mankind, II Corinthians 5: 15; Deuteronomy 

6:13; Acts 27:23; Galatians 3:13.  
♦ Hope, now and future, Romans 15:4,13; Colossians 1:5. 
 
To live in the new covenant then is to live dependently and 
obediently in the love and grace of God the Father, the Maker and 
Completer of the covenant. Knowing the security of the covenant 
with which He has bound Himself to us, and we to Himself. 
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