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AUTHOR’S NOTE 

At a meeting of the Fellowship For Revival within the Uniting 
Church in Australia, this paper was presented at the Tea Tree 
Gully Church in South Australia. This was followed by two 
responses and contributions from those who attended the 
meeting. Cassettes are available of the meeting. 
 
Since the writing of the paper, the Rev. Geoffrey Bingham has 
written Truth, the Golden Girdle, published by New Creation 
Publications, and highly recommended. 
 
The Fellowship For Revival, in deciding to publish this paper and 
distribute it as widely as possible, is grateful to New Creation 
Publications for the setting up and printing of it in an attractive 
booklet. 
 
Copies are available from New Creation Publications, PO Box 
403, Blackwood, SA, 5051. 



 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

The purpose in writing this paper is to bring the Word of God to 
his church. It is intended to be biblical, thoughtful, and 
immediate. Therefore my writing is not intended to give a 
thoroughly systematic appraisal of the doctrine of the truth. I 
have attempted to give attention to studies already prepared on 
the subject of truth and am indebted to articles in such resources 
as: Dictionary of NT Theology, ed. Colin Brown; Theological 
Dictionary of the NT, ed. G. Friedrich and G. Kittel; What is 
Truth? and Truthing of the Truth, by G.C. Bingham; Creation in 
Christ, by George MacDonald; For Such A Time as This, by Jim 
S. Halsey; Paul at Athens, by Cornelius Van Til; The New 
Demons, by Jacques Ellul; The Church – Maintained in the Truth, 
by Hans Kung; Sure of the Truth, by Deane Meatheringham and 
Grant Thorpe; and numerous other writers. 
 
If the readers of the paper wish to pursue the subject further, 
they will be helped by these works, especially the articles in the 
Dictionary of NT Theology. Many other helpful contributions have 
been made to this important subject which I have not read. What 
I say in these pages is intended to communicate the truth – not 
exhaustively, but clearly and redemptively. 
 
The truth, as we shall see, is not meant to be heard as an idea for 
discussion, but to be obediently believed and done. 
 
Deane Meatheringham 29th June, 1983 
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TIME FOR THE TRUTH 

Effective, and lasting revivals of the church have always come 
hand in hand with a rediscovery of the truth. They were never 
merely another pragmatic organisational shuffle, which made the 
church more efficient. Changes in structures frequently followed 
the impact made by the truth upon the people of God, and often 
the ferment spilled over into a reforming of society. But true 
revivals were always much more than a personal, psychological 
renovation. The truth cannot be captured in the emotions of man, 
but the strength of truth will bring personal renovation, 
emotional liberation, and transformation of life style. The waves 
of this authentic witness make their impact upon and in society. 
 
The earliest Christians understood that the Holy Spirit had 
guided them ‘ into all the truth’.1 This came from the preaching of 
the Gospel of truth.2 The truth carried its own self–authenticating 
power to convict people that they had been living a lie.3 And it 
evoked repentance so that people who believed the Gospel ceased 
to live in that lie any longer. 
 
Truth seems to be at a low premium in our time. 
 
‘Does it work?’ is the pragmatic question which evokes more 
discussion. If we could keep up our membership by some practical 
technique, and keep the finances flowing without believing 
anything too strongly–that is the way to ecclesiastical success. 
The fear is of becoming sectional, of saying that some things are 

                                                 
1
 John 16:13 

2
 eg. Eph. 1:13 4:21, Col. 1:5, I Thess. 1:9 etc. 

3
 John 16:8f, Acts 2:37 
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true and others are false. We are at best tentative in stating that 
it is erroneous for every man to do what is right in his own eyes. 
 
Our fears have some basis. Fantastical spirits, often reinforced 
with fundamentalist stridency and arrogance, have divided 
churches and led their sectarian followers into exclusivistic 
slavery. The hurt, bad odour, and ridicule from the unbelieving 
world has helped put us on the defensive. 
 
Yet Paul confronted legalism with the truth. 
 

‘But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of 
the Gospel, I said ..... ,1 

 
He was prepared to be defeated at Corinth rather than 
compromise the Gospel. ‘For we cannot do anything against the 
truth, but only for the truth’.2  Paul wishes the truth, whether 
favourable to him or not, to prevail. It was with such a gospel 
that the apostle confronted a world steeped in the lies of idolatry 
and injustice, and it was by the truth of the Gospel that he spoke 
to the church where its message was being merged with untruth. 
 
It is always time for the truth. God’s people are to live by every 
word that comes from his mouth. John rejoices that his readers 
‘love the truth’, ‘know the truth’, ‘follow the truth’, and so ‘obey 
the truth’. 3 
 

                                                 
1
 Gal. 2:14 

2
 II Cor. 13:8 

3
 II & III John 
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THE TRUTH IS SELF–AUTHENTICATING 

It may seem strange to state that the truth authenticates itself. 
This is especially so if we are unsure of the truth itself, and fall to 
reinforcing our wobbliness with the props of apologetics. To 
attempt to prove the truth from sources other than the truth, is to 
veil truth. Yet an enormous amount of the church’s energy is 
given to justifying its place in the community, rationalising what 
it assents to believe, and feebly letting the unbelieving world fix 
the church’s agenda. 
 
It is often as if what Christians believe is contained in a religious 
vacuum flask. The flask carries the special things of the Spirit 
and must be protected from the knocks of the real world outside. 
This is a sectional and truncated view of truth, i.e. Christian 
truth might be a very important truth, even the truth, but it only 
relates to the world of being Christian and may be the world of a 
religious cocoon. The truth has to do with the real world. People 
who have rejected the truth still live in the real world but under 
an illusion born from living against the actual nature of things. 
 
Every human being in every tribe and culture encounters two 
realities: God, and the creation. (In the creation we include other 
human beings. ) There are no encounters of a third kind. Pagans 
and Christians have all things in common. Both parties have God 
in common, and both parties have the universe in common. And 
both know they have them in common. This is the common 
ground between the Christian and the unbeliever. The truth 
confronts man as created male and female in God’s image, 
unceasingly every day, so that rebellious man must work to reject 
the truth. 
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The truth is there. It is things as they really are. Paul, in a 
decisive statement, says: ‘For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men, who by 
their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can be known about 
God is plain to them because God has shown it to them. Ever 
since the creation of the world his in visible nature, namely his 
eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in the things 
that have been made. So they are without excuse’. 1 The creation 
all the time, ceaselessly, declares the truth of God. 2 To the 
pagans at Athens Paul tells them that they are not only God’s 
offspring, but it is in the true God that they live and move and 
have their being. This is while they have an altar to an ‘Unknown 
God’. In his drive for divinity and autonomy, man rejects the 
truth. Paul says he holds it down, and deliberately represses it. 
Literally ‘they hold fast the truth in unrighteousness’, which 
means that men and women know the truth, but distort and 
refuse what they know. This means they have to live according to 
a lie. To reject the God of truth means that humans who are 
designed to worship God must worship something else. 3 Life 
must be re–rationalised according to the idols and autonomous 
reason. The problem is that no amount of rationalisation, 
religious systemisation, political restructuring, or psychological 
sedation can change the nature of the truth. All a person can do is 
either live in the truth, or live against it. If it is against the truth 
we live, then it must be painful, so painful that we have to 
insulate ourselves from it because it is too confronting and too 
demanding. 
 
Hopefully, we can appreciate now that the truth is not sectarian. 
Christian truth is not one truth amongst many others. It is not a 
formula, nor is it a handful of maxims about the truth. The truth 
cannot be reduced 

                                                 
1
 Romans 1:18-20 

2
 See Psa. 19, 33:5, Isa. 6:3, Acts 14: 15-19, 17:22-31 

3
 Romans 1:25 
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to a privatised religious experience; the person who knows God as 
he is, will know the truth, and that will have an effect in personal 
experience. But the truth is not merely ‘what is true for me’, nor 
is the truth made truth by my believing it. 
 
The truth is comprehensive. It must apply in all situations and 
take everything into account. It must be all–encompassing. It 
must enable a man or a woman to be the person they are created 
to be and enable them to live in the world as it really is. The 
truth must not only reach the depths of our personalities and 
relationships, but will embrace the purposes and goal of history. 
Such is the nature of truth that it will be true in the midst of 
suffering and death. 
 
We said the truth is self–authenticating. To be confronted with 
God’s Gospel is to be confronted with God as he has unmistakably 
shown himself in the true man, Jesus Christ. This Gospel breaks 
through our lies and the darkness of the lie, to re–focus what we 
have grossly distorted, giving to men and women the power to 
repent and live in the truth. 
 
The Bible repeatedly calls God ‘the true God’. 1 This means God 
acts faithfully, with integrity, according to his righteousness, 
constantly with holy love, in judgement of evil, and always 
keeping his covenant word. God truths it eternally. 
 
The truth, then, is God as he is, as he has always been, and what 
he will always be. The truth of God embraces all that he is about 
in creation, all that he is about in restoration, and all that he is 
about in consummation. 
 
Therefore, as we saw earlier, the creation which came into being 
by God’s creative word of truth, reflects the nature of God, and 
ceaselessly speaks the truth of God. 

                                                 
1
 eg. Jet. 10:10, Psa. 31:5, Isa. 65:16, Rom. 3:4, 1 Thess. 1: 9 etc. 
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God’s Word is truth. 11 As the truth cannot be known apart from 
God, so God’s word cannot be known apart from God. What God 
says, he is. There is no split between what God says and who he 
is. God’s word is the personal, living, actional and dynamic 
revelation of God himself. 
 
The truth of God expressed through his word, and testified 
through the creation, has come in the man Jesus Christ. ‘Grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ’. 2 The true man shows us 
the true God, and confronts us with the truth. This is the truth of 
liberation, forgiveness and regeneration. It needs no proofs any 
more than God needs man’s proofs. It is self–authenticating and 
carries its own validity. It convicts of sin, righteousness and 
judgement. The ‘power of God for salvation’ is the Word of God, 
the testimony of Jesus, the Gospel of God. 
 
And where the church has regressed from the truth, the truth 
also addresses itself to the church so that as the people of God are 
renewed by the power of God’s grace, we will bear witness to the 
truth in the world, calling men out of darkness into the light. 

                                                 
1
 John 17:17 cf. II Sam. 7: 28, Psa. 119:43 & 160, Rev. 19:9 etc. 

2
 John 1:17 
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THE CHURCH HAS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE TRUTH 

The church is born out of the truth of the Gospel. In numerous 
places in the New Testament the people of God are called to 
practise the truth, to worship in the truth, to live the truth of 
authentic relationship and bear witness to the truth. 
 
Paul makes the startling statement in I Timothy 3:15 that the 
Church is the ‘pillar and bulwark of the truth’. As the people who 
have received the truth, the church is to uphold that truth in 
every age to men. It is the pillar of the truth. 
 
Simultaneously the church is the ‘bulwark’, or fortress of the 
truth. It is to be a strong defence, or buttress against all error. 
Significantly the word translated ‘bulwark’ in the RSV can also 
be translated ‘basis’, ‘ground’, or ‘foundation’.1 Paul calls the 
church in this context ‘the household of God which is the church 
of the living God’. She is founded upon the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ being the cornerstone.2 It is truthed by the presence 
of the living God in his family or household. She is to therefore be 
a defence against falsehood and false teachers, as she is also to 
shine as a city set upon a hill. 
 
Truth is not optional for the church. What else do we have to be 
sure of except the truth? The prophets of the Old Testament cry 
to God’s people because they too, like the pagan nations, have 
rejected the truth.3 The loss of truth amongst God’s people meant 
apostasy, idolatry, injustice, adultery, and judgement. 

                                                 
1
 edraióma - seat something which is firm and steadfast. 

2
 Eph. 2:20 

3
 eg. Hosea 4:6, Amos 8: 11f, .let. 23 etc. 
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‘Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off; for 
truth has fallen in the public squares, and uprightness cannot 
enter. Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes 
himself a prey’. 1 
 
Do the people of our churches really know the truth of the Gospel? 
Or is it an emasculated Gospel we teach? Where do our people 
hear the great truths of justification by grace alone, the 
unapologetic preaching of the Cross and Resurrection, or the total 
working of grace in bringing complete Spiritual regeneration? Or 
is it that we mouth the Lordship of Christ but contradict it in the 
practices and compromises of our church life? 
 
A group of Lutheran pastors were being investigated by the 
leaders of the Third Reich as to what they believed. One after 
another pastor confessed his belief in the Lordship of Christ. 
None of the investigating officials took exception until one pastor 
in confessing Christ’s Lordship said that this being so, the false 
gods of Nazisin were wrong. He was the one who was imprisoned 
to be further interrogated. 
 
The church has a responsibility for the truth. It is not known in 
mere assent to orthodoxy, but the orthodoxy is expressed in 
orthopraxy. The nature of the truth means that living against the 
truth is a lie. Truth is not a smooth gathering of propositions; it is 
something which is done. The God of truth faithfully does the 
truth. Therefore God is calling us to come back to the truth and to 
consistency in our proclamation, our practice, and our discipline. 

                                                 
1
 Isa. 59: 14f. 
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THE TRUTH IS NOT DIVIDED 

We mean the truth is holistic and cannot be split into two 
different realms or categories. But we have been infected with an 
incipient drive to truncate the truth. This is sometimes called 
‘dualism’. Dualism expresses itself in many different forms, but 
sadly many Christians view the Gospel in a dualistic way, 
thinking this is biblical. 
 
Briefly, dualism divides the world into two aspects. There is the 
spiritual world and the physical world. The former is the true, 
ideal world of the spirit, and the realm to which we should all 
aspire. The physical world of earth, flesh and blood is at best 
secondary and is always opposed to that of the spirit. It expresses 
itself in ‘theories of the world’s emanation from the divine Spirit, 
insistence upon the need of liberation from the material world, 
and the spirit’s need to return to its original, heavenly home ….’ 1 
 
Dualism is a consequence of man’s rebellion against the truth and 
the ensuing shame which followed the Fall, giving man not only a 
negative view of his own body but also that of the creation. 
 
Paul had to deal with this at Corinth where a super–spirituality 
had taken hold, but which also had some basis in their inability 
to believe that Christ was not a divine spirit who was raised from 
the dead, but a man of flesh and blood who had defeated death. 
Hence they thought in terms of the immortality of the soul, while 
the truth is that God created man a whole unified being; and it is 
the man God created, that he redeems. 

                                                 
1
 Gnosticism', Dictionary of NT Theology, vol. I, p58. 
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Dualism leads to asceticism, as seen in passages like Colossians 
2:1–23 and I Timothy 4: 1–5. Dualism is also behind much sexual 
libertinism, where the human body becomes a mere means, but 
has no real value of itself. See, for example, I Corinthians 6:12ff. 
It has a negative view of the creation, but the apostle reminds us 
that ‘everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving’.1 1 Though it often 
seems to clothe itself in a form Of higher spirituality it is 
deceitful, demonic, and an empty humanism. It is prone to reject 
the creation, regarding it as evil. It divides nature and grace and 
makes faith a kind of leap into an upper–story world. 
 
We are prone to approach the Bible with the dualistic categories 
of the Greeks, and read it through these eyes. 
 
Today, dividing the truth has wide and destructive consequences. 
 

* It spiritualizes the Gospel. It has no adequate context 
for the Gospel. The Gospel is separated from the creation and 
cut off from the world of politics, commerce, education, work, 
the arts, and so on. True, the spiritual gospel is often brought 
to bear on the immoralities of the world, but it can merely 
mean giving pragmatic help or using political means to have 
our way, and then giving people a dose of the spiritual 
therapy to get them saved. 

 
* It perpetuates a despair. By seeing that the world is evil 
and the people who live in it too far gone to be redeemable, so 
that all God can do now in this shortness of time is burn it up 
in judgement. That God judges, we know. That the world will 
be judged, we don’t deny. But God is currently working out his 
purposes in history through the risen, reigning Christ and by 
the power of his gospel. And his purpose is to gather his 
family and glorify them in a renewed creation. 

                                                 
1
 II Tim. 4:4 cf. 6:17 
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* It suffers from an illusory perfectionism. This sees all 
the evil ‘out there’, has no place for sinners in the church, and 
tends to draw lines of political controversy in Armageddon–
like terms, much like the Muslim holy war. 

 
* Dualism also reduces the Gospel to political and 
sociological means. This divides the world from any eternal 
perspective and uses religion for political means. Salvation is 
reduced to political liberation. Political liberation according to 
much of the publicised material of the World Council of 
Churches has the needs of man defined in largely Marxist 
terms. Others may wish for capitalist terms. Jacques Ellul’s 
analysis is pertinent: 

 
‘Millions of people are suffering from hunger, but there are millions 
of people who are dying from the divine power of political ideology.’ 

 
‘The person who takes the political route in order to save people, so 
that people should no longer be exploited, should no longer be victims 
of war, that person is the surest guarantor of exploitation to come 
and of further wars, for he is given over to the worship of the political 
god’. 1I 

 
It is time for the truth. To speak the word of truth is to let the 
truth of the Gospel bring’ men and women back to the wholeness 
of the life of truth. But it will take the truth which frees to do 
this. P.T. Forsyth, earlier this century, said: 
 

‘I do not doubt ..... that the dullness to spiritual issues ..... is in part 
connected with our absorption in political and social issues – not our 
interest, not our devotion to these momentous issues, but our 
absorption in them’.2   

                                                 
1
 'The New Demons' p225. 

2
 'The Principle of Authority', p320. 
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It is into the whole world, where men and women perish for lack 
of truth, that the church must preach the truth of God in Christ 
that they are liberated from the lie of dualism and re–align their 
lives in accord with the truth. But it will take all of the truth to 
do this, and it is the truth of the Cross which is the power of God. 
‘Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe’. 1 

                                                 
1
 II Cor. 1: 18, 20-22 
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THE TRUTH MUST NOT BE CANCELLED 
BY ADDING TO IT 

The true and living God is the God of all grace. 1 We mean that 
all that God is and all that he does, he does out of grace. His love 
is unmotivated. He does not have to be persuaded to love. 
Creation is the gift of the God who gives to all men generously 
and without reproaching. Life itself is a gift. Men and women 
were created out of grace, to live in grace and to be gracious. To 
reject the grace of God is to exchange the truth of God for a lie and 
to live against things as they really are. Yet in spite of man’s sin, 
grace is not diminished one iota. Grace overleaps man’s lie, and 
in the personal action of grace, God judges the lie so as to bring 
man back to grace. ‘Where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more’. ‘By grace you have been saved, through faith, and it is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God.’ 
 
Therefore nothing at all can be added to grace. ‘But if it is by 
grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would 
no longer be grace’. 2 To add to grace is to nullify it. To nullify 
grace is to cancel the truth. 
 
We are told that to turn from the gospel of grace is to turn to 
another gospel. The church is rebuked by Paul so as to preserve 
‘the truth of the gospel’. At Galatia Paul publicly reproves those 
who ‘are not straightforward about the truth of the gospel’. 3 The 
issue is that of adding our contribution to gain, secure, or hold 
what God has already given. For the churches of Galatia it was 
the matter of circumcision and the law of Moses. 

                                                 
1
 II Pet. 5: 10, 12 

2
 Rom. 11:6 

3
 Gal. 1: 6f, 2: 5, 2:14 
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Our church gives assent to the doctrine of grace. But we will 
cancel it with ceremonies of baptismal regeneration for infants or 
adults. This is a false attempt to do something ourselves. We 
affront the truth by adding the qualification of our 
churchmanship, commitments, participation in stewardship 
programmes, or by turning faith into a work or achievement. 
 
To cancel the truth of grace brings the church into a fearful 
bondage. It feeds on guilt, builds insecurity, expands by 
hypocrisy, inflames sin, excites suspicion, quenches freedom, 
destroys the sensitive, dulls obedience. It is blasphemous to teach 
that we can hold God in our debt by some contribution which we 
make. 
 
We do not believe the truth when we indulge in all kinds of 
cosmetic ministries to make up for what God has already 
accomplished in the Cross. That we have to have such an 
overburden of therapies for mulling .vet past hurts, running our 
memories through video recorders, marriage enrichments, etc., 
etc., seems to say that God has not done it, we must do it. No 
doubt people have been helped, but have we let people see all that 
God has done? Have we enabled our people to take responsibility 
for their own sins? Are we encouraging people to be man–centred 
rather than God–centred with all of its self–pitying results? Do 
we tell the truth that God has made a total propitiation and 
justification at the Cross and that his forgiveness is whole, going 
right back to our past, and taking up the whole enormity of our 
evil to judge it forever in the Cross? 
 
To come back to the truth is to come back to grace. It means an 
end of moralism and sentimentality. It means an end of short 
‘devotions’ and a gracious but firm opening up of the great 
doctrines of Scripture, especially those which speak of the Cross. 
It means teaching the truth that Christ bore all of our sins to 
death in his Cross. He who understands the Cross aright will 
understand grace aright. And he who 
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understands grace aright will understand the Bible aright. To 
understand the Bible aright is to know God as he is and to see the 
world as his. ‘Therefore’, says Luther, ‘this text – "He bore our 
sins" – must be understood particularly thoroughly, as the 
foundation upon which stands the whole of the New Testament or 
the Gospel, as that which alone distinguishes us and our religion 
from all other religions.  
 
For Christians alone believe this text. Therefore whosoever 
believes this article of faith is secure against all errors, and God 
the Holy Ghost is necessarily with him’. 1 

                                                 
1
 Quoted in-'The Mediator', by Emil Brunner, p435. 
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THE TRUTH CANNOT BE MIXED WITH 
UNTRUTH 

This is often called the problem of religious syncretism. It is to 
succumb to the pressure, ever present, to reduce the gospel to 
accord with the contemporary culture. The pressure is to 
integrate everything into the cultural and thus void the gospel of 
its absolute truth. 
 
As we have stressed the truth is not dualistic. It is not anti–
creation, or is it anti–culture. The incarnation of the eternal Son 
as ‘flesh’, born of a woman, and born under the law shows the 
truth of God personally in action and identifying with us in our 
culture. However, it was from within our culture that Jesus bore 
witness to the truth which he received from God and he identified 
with the truth through and through, shying he was the way, the 
truth, and the life. 
 
Culture Christianity is the equation of the culture with the gospel, 
with ‘our way of life’. Secular Christianity is a man–centred 
religion that says only what men want to hear and interprets the 
gospel through .the lens of the cultural value system. This cancels 
revelation and cancels the truth. 
 
Take the way we study the Bible with our modes of higher 
criticism. Have we not numbed the life of many of those training 
for ministry with our cultural approach to the exegesis of the 
Biblical text, where it is reduced to an abstract structure? 
 
Many of our present approaches to dissecting the Bible are in fact 
a covering up of the Word of God, and a mummifying of the 
Truth. Intimidated as we often are, and unsure of ourselves, we 
seem to a11 too readily assume that the society in which we live 
has actually come of age and transformed itself into a religionless  
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 society. Nothing could be more untrue. The so–called secular 
society has its own religious mythology. If Christians really live 
in the truth they would be the most ‘desacralized’ people in the 
world for they would have no division between sacred and secular 
but would live in the wholeness of the creation under the word of 
God’s grace. 
 
Why then should we capitulate to subjecting the Bible to the 
religious mythology of society? Even if our method of criticism 
were valid it would still be necessary to have a correct view of 
this society and world which makes its value judgements. 
 
Ah! Are we not playing to the fearful anti–science, or anti–
investigation, burying our heads ill the sand game of 
fundamentalism? The truth frees us to do our work, yet without 
being put in a cultural concentration camp. In the cultural 
concentration camp our would be interrogators have made their 
own autonomous reason the highest authority in the creation, 
and by this reason the individualist and the corporate ego of the 
group have rejected the truth. 
 
There is no truth beyond the triune God. Must his revelation be 
subjected to every passing cultural mythology? Our two strongest 
myths at the present time are that history is without any 
external value, i.e. it is self–interpreting, and scientism, i.e. 
making science a religion .– Remember though the truth has no 
fear of investigating the creation. It is how we formulate our 
conclusions, and it is our presuppositions which strongly 
formulate our approach. We also must remember that fallen 
man’s intellect is in an abnormal state. The mind of rebellious 
Adam is not the reference point of the creation. 
 

‘The Christian can point to nothing outside the Bible for verification 
of the Bible because the simple fact is that everything outside the 
Bible derives its meaning from the interpretation given. 
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it in the Bible.’1 
We have to ask ourselves if our approach to the Bible has given 
us a richer grasp of the truth than the apostles? Or those of the 
early church? Then should we not hear it as the living oracles of 
God? While rejecting Bibliolatry, it is not time to listen, and 
rather than try to grasp, control, and authorise the Scriptures, be 
grasped by the Word of God submitting ourselves to their 
witness. 
 

‘These critical studies reduce to separate parts a text that has been 
elaborated and at one time received as a whole ..... Does taking a text 
book to its date, its primitive identity, give it its real meaning, or the 
meaning it was at least meant to have when it was made a part of 
the whole? Is each text not destined (and voluntarily so) to throw 
light on the others and vice versa? And is this mutual illumination 
not destroyed if the text is fragmented and dispersed according to 
time and place? Through the diversity of sources and origins, which 
diversity is never dissimulated anyway, is it not the whole which 
contains the truth of the message, is it not the text handed down in 
its last construction that is meaningful? In other words, we wear 
ourselves out finding the original wording and form of each fragment, 
but is not the composer, the compiler, just as important as the first 
author?’2 

 
We must be watchful that the church is not imposing the 
contemporary values of sexuality, authority, feminism, 
egalitarianism formulas for success, upon the Word of God, rather 
than letting the Word of God speak clearly to our idolatrous 
culture. How long will we go on limping between two different 
opinions? If the Lord is God, then we should obey him. If the god 
of this 

                                                 
1
 Jim S. Halsey, 'For Such a Time as This'. p.38f. 

2
 Jacques Ellul, 'The Meaning of The City', p.xvii. 
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world, then we should follow him. Let’s be clear about this 
humbug which calls itself Christianity but is really a throwing up 
of our own rebellious images upon the screens of our media, and 
in the writing of our propaganda. 
 
The richness of the gospel cannot be reduced through our 
computers to a single theme. The truth is all embracing. We are 
to teach the whole counsel of God. 
 

Evangelisation must not be reduced to a formula or 
technique. That is syncretistic. The gospel is meant to free people 
from the world system, not cement them more firmly into it, only 
this time with a gospel slogan written over it. 
 
The church has succumbed to the demands to reduce the gospel 
and its life to a programme for a means to lift financial giving, a 
method of education. and training in salesmanship for 
evangelism. We beware of religious propaganda. 
 

Our responsibility is to speak the truth fully.
1
    In the task 

of evangelisation, we are not pedlars of merchandise. Our 
speaking is to be straightforward, as we are transparent in the 
practice of gospel integrity. False prophets always incur strongest 
judgement for they not only lead his people astray, but they also 
demean the God of truth in the eyes of the world. ‘The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.’

2 
 

We need to be sure of the truth. and confident that it is the 
power of God that works salvation.3  What is necessary is to let 
that word act just as it is, as we listen to it and speak it. This 
soon brings a self–cleansing to the church and to the Christian, 
but we must take the path of being revived by the Word of 

                                                 
1
 II Cor. 13:8, 2:17, 4:1-2, I Thess. 2:3ff. 

2
 Romans 2:24 

3
 Romans 1: 16f. 
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God. If we feel it necessary to reject all distinction between truth 
and error, that is our privilege. But then we must stop talking 
about Jesus Christ who is ‘the truth’. 
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THE TRUTH CANNOT BE PETRIFIED 

We may attempt this in many ways. especially when we abstract 
the truth from. God. ,.We, may have our traditions, and read the 
Bible through the grid of our traditions. Strangely our traditions 
often stick more closely to us than the living Word of God.’. This 
is not to renounce tradition, but neither must we absolutize it. 
What we are prone to do is. take statements of the truth or verses 
from the Scriptures and transmogrify them into concepts and 
abstractions. Because these words seem formally correct we may 
say they are the truth. But there is not truth without God. The 
facts are not the truth. To petrify or ossify the truth is to kill it. 
 
Jesus told the Samaritan woman that she worshipped what she 
did not know. though she had certain doctrinal formulations of 
God and the first five books of the Bible.. The true worshippers, 
Jesus said, would worship the Father in Spirit and truth. He 
showed the woman that truth in his very person as the true man, 
the true Son, and it is through this brother that we know the 
Father. The result was that the woman found herself. As a true 
person she could say to all who knew her, ‘Come see a man who 
told me all I ever did’. She had drunk the living water, and knew 
the gift of God. 
This is where we begin. It’s time for the truth. The whole truth. 
The truth of total grace and total. love. The truth which speaks 
for itself and we know it is true. This is the truth which tells. us 
who we are, the truth which has judged the lie, and the truth 
which sets us free. The truth of God is not the product of man’s 
rebellious reason, it is not mixed with 
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myth or dope, and it convinces us that there is no other way to 
live or die because when its all said and done, the only thing we 
can be sure of is the truth. 
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