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SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 

The goal of succeeding consumes a large portion of our thinking. It 
could be argued forcibly that the western world is success orientated. 
The Australian winning of the America’s Cup after being held by the 
United States for so many years, pulled out all the emotional vibes of 
the ‘Aussie battler’ in a contest which seemed like David’s defeat of 
the giant Goliath. 

Success for David meant his advancement under the reign of King 
Saul (I Sam. 18: 5). But Saul could not handle David’s popular 
success and charged with the potent drink of fame, Saul attempted to 
rid himself of his contender. David’s clear thinking agility was more 
powerful than Saul’s fear of failure, enabling him to evade Saul’s 
irrational lunges. ‘And David had success in all his undertakings; for 
the Lord was with him. And when Saul saw that he had great success 
he stood in awe of him’ (I Sam. 18: 14f). 

There are countless recipes written with the ingredients of success. 
These can be very attractive. The joy of success is one of the most 
powerful motivating forces that human beings know. The impetus for 
tackling new and often demanding adventures is often the anticipated 
joy of succeeding. We will pursue our goals joyfully while the hope 
of succeeding – even against great odds – is not lost. 

Think of the elation we have known when we have been successful in 
passing an examination, or conquering an obstacle. The politician is 
pressured to succeed 

http://www.newcreation.org.au/


Spotlight on Success 2

in first being elected, then to stay in office, as well as to serve his 
electorate with some distinction. For a business venture it is the 
prospect of succeeding that prompts to pull off a big deal, in spite of 
the fear of failure. We want to succeed in marriage, in employment, 
in war, and in the affairs of religion. 

The word success does not occur with much frequency in the 
Scriptures. But other words, as we shall see, convey the same 
thought. Words like prosper, welfare, fruitful, happiness, pleasure, 
treasures, possessions, profitable, victory etc. 

In a largely success orientated society should Christians succeed? Is 
it Christian to succeed? If so, how successful should we be? How do 
we define success? 

SUCCESS IS ALL ENCOMPASSING 

The general greeting of John to the church elder Gaius is instructive 
in III John 2. ‘Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that 
you may be in health; I know that it is well with your soul.’ The 
phrase ‘that all may go well with you’ is also translated ‘that you may 
prosper in every way’ (Moffatt, B .J. Phillips, Young, Amplified). 
The Greek word means ‘to have a good journey’, and so to succeed 
(cf. Rom. 1:10, I Cor. 16:2). 

‘Be in health’ means to be safe and sound or fit and well, so that for 
John he combines the element of progression and vigour. This is to 
succeed, and it is linked with Gaius’ relation with God. John knows 
that ‘it is well with your soul’ and far from being dualist, what he 
means is ‘As you prosper or travel well in your relationship with God 
so I’m praying that this may be so in all of your living’. 

We can see that success in this instance is integrated and whole. It is 
not ruptured into spiritual success as opposed to material, or divided 
between material prosperity as against spiritual. 
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There are those spiritualisers who criticise the worldly careerists. For 
them health of the body is not to be compared with the well being of 
the soul and aspirations to live well, to receive honours, or to prosper 
are treated with disdain or outright contempt. Soon, however, we can 
detect that these people will none the less hope to succeed spiritually 
and may be motivated by the anticipated joy of heavenly reward. It is 
even possible to strive to succeed at not succeeding. 

In Psalm 35:27 God rejoices at the success of his servants. Psalm 
1:1–3 says that the Godly man who delights to do the will of God 
will be as fruitful as a well watered tree so that ‘In all that he does he 
prospers’. Jesus promised that the person who abided in him as the 
branch in the vine would produce much fruit. In Genesis 1:27–28 
mankind is commanded to be fruitful, to take care of the creation, to 
accomplish his calling and to be a wise steward of the resources in 
the creation. The Scriptures, then, also promise success to man, as 
well as command him to accomplish his creational goal. If we link 
this with the purpose of God for his creation and the anticipated 
fulfilling of that gracious goal we can also see that this hope brings 
meaning and destiny to man. 

TRUE SUCCESS IS WITH INTEGRITY 

This is borne out in the context of III John 2–4, 8. Gaius follows the 
truth. He walks with God. His success is consistent with the truth. 
The truth of God is that action of the living God which is faithful and 
sure, consistent with his holy and righteous character, and in accord 
with the right. 

God is shown to be one who succeeds. He will accomplish what he 
has purposed. ‘The Lord of hosts has sworn: "As I have planned, so 
shall it be, and as I have purposed so shall it stand .... This is the 
purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth; and this is the 
hand that is stretched out over all the 
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nations. For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? 
His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?"‘ (Isa. 14: 24–
27). We are told that just as the rain fruitfully waters the earth so does 
God’s word accomplish his purpose and succeed in doing what God 
intends (Isa. 55: 10f). There can be no doubt that as all the promises 
of God find their ‘Yes’ in Christ that creation will ultimately be 
regenerated, all the elect will be revealed as the family before the 
Father, as all things are unified under the authority of Jesus Christ (II 
Cor. 1:20, Matt. 19:28, Rev. 21:lff, I Peter 4: 19, Rom. 8:19ff, Eph. 1: 
9–10). 

How does God succeed? In accord with his own nature of holy love 
and righteous integrity. There is no bending the rules for God. It 
means God always and ceaselessly works in accord with the nature of 
the creation and with the nature of man so that liberation and renewal 
are only possible through the just judgement of the cross. This is 
success which is consistent with the truth. The end is accomplished 
by just means. 

True success is known by following, or doing the truth, truthfully. 
Any other success is not success at all. It will not stand in the 
judgement. It would not be authentic and would be spurious. It has no 
place in the creation making it impossible to have any value in this 
world or in that which is to come. 

Success, then, must not be made an end in itself. ‘The process of 
secularisation is the shift from absolute trust in God to confidence in 
human abilities, and ultimately to human autonomy. Viewed 
biblically then, our ‘success’ stories are potentially moral failures. 
The biblical perspective consists in carrying our cross to follow Him, 
so that we live in the only reality there is, in God’s power of 
Resurrection. Our stories are about human skills of technical self 
sufficiency. Moreover, inbuilt into the ‘success’ syndrome of modern 
life is reductionism, that is to stay, elimination of all the range of 
human values and qualities of life that cannot relate readily to the 
logical and mechanical operations  
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of rationality and its encapsulation in technology. Technical success 
implies, therefore, the elimination of many human needs and values, 
to reach its restricted goal’ (Dr. James M. Houston, Chancellor, 
Regent College, Vancouver). 

Divorced from God, success is ruptured from the truth to become the 
be all and end all for man as he endeavours to succeed against God. 
With the rejection of God and the rise of mankind to attempted 
autonomy, success becomes the great golden calf of civilisation 
(Rom. l:18ff cf. Gen. 4:17, 10:8ff, 11:lff, Isa. 14:12ff Ezek. 28:lff, 
Rev. 18:lff). Man was created to succeed as man under God. With the 
fall, the drive to succeed is now not to be in God’s success but to 
build a world of his own and to succeed in eliminating God from the 
creation. The Scriptures are not set against man’s exploration, care, 
and utilisation of the earth’s resources. They are there for us to 
complete the task given us in the creation mandate, but today the 
whole prestige of technology, science, psychology etc. has its roots in 
the promise of success – but success now as man the maker and man 
the controller. 

The consequences of this seditious reversal stand out. Our means of 
succeeding become our master. What we invent as technique captures 
us into its system. The goal to succeed now tightens its grip as we 
must free ourselves from our own devises. This helps depersonalise 
us, makes us participants in the rat race. and enlarges the whole 
prospect and dread of failure. 

It is not possible to define success apart from the truth. What was 
thought to be success becomes, in fact, failure. How does one cope 
with failure? 

GOD REVERSES THE FAILURE OF OUR SUCCESS 

We are bound by the ulterior drive to succeed and crippled by the 
fear and experience of failure. God laughs at our pseudo successes 
(Psalm 2:lff). Our cleverness is brought to nothing by God (I Cot. 1: 
19f). 
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What to man seems crazy and obscene is the very power of God. This 
is the sight of God’s seeming failure. In Christ, God the Father gives 
himself away to liberate us from our power. Jesus refuses to save 
himself, but in that refusal succeeds in dealing with the failure of our 
success even where we succeeded in crucifying God’s heir and 
son(Mark 12: 1–12). But in his death God brings all of our success to 
account. At the cross nothing is overlooked. All are held responsible. 
And all are taken to judgement as sentence is passed and the Lamb 
takes all men’s guilt into the fire of God’s wrath. Our egotistical 
ambition is summed up, accounted for and nailed to the cross. The 
action of true love succeeds. ‘The will of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand; he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to 
be accounted righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities’ (Isa. 53: 
11f). It is this Jesus whom we crucified that God has made both Lord 
and Christ (Acts 2: 36). ‘The foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
the weakness of God is stronger than men’ (I Cot. 1: 25). 

Authentic success comes by a rehabilitated relationship with God (III 
John 2–4). In Christ we are totally judged and fully acquitted (Rom, 
8:lff). The failure of our success is demolished. Now we are not 
bound by failure nor success. We are freed to live in the truth. In 
Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we shall overcome, and 
defeat all of our enemies. Fruitfulness is the harvest of the Spirit and 
the action of fearless love realised in obedience and suffering. 

THE SUCCESS OF PROSPERITY 

A sign of success is the goods it delivers or demonstrates. This links 
success with the good things of life. The questions we asked at the 
beginning recur here:– How successful should we be? How 
prosperous should we be? Should Christians enjoy the good things of 
life, or is this a sign of worldly greed and ambition? 
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First, we need to clear the way of false ideas and see that prosperity is 
the gift of God. Ecclesiastes 5:10–6:6 is a conducive place to begin. 
In verses 18–20 of chapter 5 we read what could be described as an 
original view of happiness and prosperity: ‘Behold, what I have seen 
to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the 
toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life which 
God has given him, for this is his lot. Every man also to whom God 
has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to 
accept his lot and find enjoyment in his toil, this is the gift of God. 
For he will not much remember the days of his life because God 
keeps him occupied with joy in his heart’. 

This puts material things in their proper place, and in an earthly way 
shows us that prosperity is having good food and drink, comfort and 
security, leisure, and the power to enjoy them. If we add to this 
Proverbs 18:22 we see that it includes good family relationships. (See 
also Eccl. 2: 24, 3: 12f, 4: 6, 3: 22, 8:15, 9:7 cf. Psalm 104 etc.) 
When the preacher in Ecclesiastes says that such things are ‘good and 
fitting’ he does not mean that its just a good idea, or a justification for 
pleasure seeking, but that it is beneficial for man, it is part of the 
‘very good’ of creation (Gen. 1: 31), and that it is not objectionable, 
unspiritual, or second rate morality. Notice that prosperity is linked 
with man’s ‘toil’ which includes the pleasant features of labour 
which all help bring meaning to his pleasure. Verse 20 shows us the 
results of such a gift. Life is rich and we don’t give much thought to 
the days of our lives because God makes us glad and, if there have 
been evil days, they are forgotten. 

Let us make two important observations from these things. 

(1) Prosperity is a gift from God. It givenness is seen in the book of 
the Law: ‘Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the 
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth’. You shall remember 
the Lord your 
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God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth; that he may 
confirm his covenant which he swore to your fathers, as at this day’ 
(Deut. 8: 17f cf. 28: 11). Jesus tells us that where we have our 
priorities right, when our first love is for God and his kingdom, then 
all that we need to live will be added to us (Matt. 6: 33). And Paul 
tells us that God has given us all things richly to enjoy (I Tim. 4: 4, 6: 
17). 

This means there is no guilt to be taken upon ourselves in enjoying 
the riches God gives us. 

And it means that as a gift, these things are all gift, they are not the 
results of our accomplishment, our worth, nor are they procured by 
some payment made to God by man. 

(2) Prosperity is not the meaning of life. It has an important place but 
it is not the goal of life, nor the sum of life. It could be seen as a 
supplement or an accessory. For Jesus he could say ‘a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions’ (Luke 12: 15), yet in 
his own living Jesus ate his food with relish and gladness. He enjoyed 
the comforts of those whose homes he was invited. There is no 
asceticism in Jesus—yet he refuses the tempter’s word to be a 
materialist responding with ‘Man shall not live by bread alone’. 

So Jesus enjoyed what prosperity he knew while never reading it as 
the be all and end all of life, and refusing to be mastered by it. 

This enables us to understand why many of God’s people are said to 
be ‘Blessed’ yet who know little prosperity and rather experience 
hardship and suffering because they refuse to make prosperity an 
ultimate value. 

AUSTRALIANS HAVE MADE PROSPERITY THEIR GREAT 
PREOCCUPATION 

Melbourne psychologist Ronald Conway in his lively enquiry into the 
Australian way of life offers this equation. ‘Today one need not look 
for a special  
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Utilitarian party in Australian politics, thought or institutions. "The 
greatest happiness of the greatest number" is the notion into which 
the whole Australian way of life has put its roots. More precisely the 
notion resolves itself into the equation, Material Wealth = Pleasure = 
Happiness = Reason for Living. Few Australians consciously doubt 
that this equation satisfies the requirements of psychological 
maturity’ (The Great Aust. Stupor, p. 65). 

We have made it the ultimate value of life, and the highest good to be 
had. We turn it into a religious fulfilment to satisfy our deepest 
needs. Jesus calls such people ‘fools’ (Luke 12: 20) because it is a 
self reliant happiness. 

PROSPERITY BECOMES MONOPOLISTIC 

Jacques Ellul in ‘The Ethics of Freedom’ says ‘To the degree that 
happiness has been his (man’s) central preoccupation he is unable to 
escape its grasp. He cannot live as a free man, since he is tied to the 
fulfilment of these needs which are constantly self renewing. ...But it 
has to be monopolistic’ (page 261). This is true of socialist and 
capitalist policies which simply have differing philosophies of how to 
obtain more. Once prosperity is the preoccupation of man he must 
have more of it, it is all that will satisfy him, and his aim is to satisfy 
or gratify his need. 

The impasse now is that man is bound by his god. He cannot escape 
its grasp. It is all he has. His security and fulfilment depend upon it. 
There can be no disengagement and there is no respite. 

Ellul also argues that once prosperity and happiness have taken the 
big place in life making man a monopoliser then: – 

SUCCESS BECOMES A CONQUEST 

Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie counselled aspiring young men in 
his famous ‘The Road to Business 
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Success’ to ‘aim high. I would not give a fig for the young man who 
does not already see himself the partner or the head of an important 
firm. Do not rest content for a moment in your thoughts as head 
clerk, or foreman, or general manager in any concern, no matter how 
extensive. Say to yourself, "My place is at the top" ‘. 

Money means power. That power comes through rising up the status 
ladder, and the power obtains the god of life. It is the means to the 
end. 

This is a strong ingredient which flavours our attitude to work. It is 
no longer work which is sacred. The pay is what is sacred. This 
drains work of its meaning. 

The conquest may be economic, scientific, religious, or military. It 
may be the conquest of land or social success. It may be the conquest 
of a woman, or a man, of the State, or of freedom. But the essential 
attitude of the conquest is to succeed in the desire to grasp or to keep. 
It is done at the expense of love, with the ensuing consequences for 
man personally, socially, relationally, and cosmically. 

Ecclesiastes 5:10–17 show the grief, anger and bitterness which 
comes from loss of the expected prosperity and satisfaction. 
Prosperity is no more seen as a gift. He has staked everything on its 
value, done all he can to reach its end. He knows what it has cost him 
in terms of his labour and hardship. He knows he has devoted the 
whole of his life to achieving it, and that he has achieved it only by 
being pitiless to others. 

CHRISTIAN PROSPERITY GIVING 

Old Testament books like Proverbs teach that the wise and obedient 
man will prosper (eg. Prov. 13: 21f, 14:11, 15:6, 22:4). The last of 
these verses says, ‘The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is 
riches and honour and life’. We are also told that poverty comes 
through laziness (Prov. 10: 4, 6:6ff), and that  
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we are not to seek for wealth (Prov. 23:4, 16:8, 15:16). Therefore, 
again we can see that wealth or prosperity and success, while 
promised by God to his people, is not to be made a thing in 
themselves, yet we can have confidence in the promises of our 
heavenly Father to ask him to supply all of our needs. 

We have been reminded, and exhorted by some Christians in recent 
years to expect to prosper. Gloria Copeland in her book ‘God’s Will 
is Prosperity’ endeavours to enlarge our faith by giving a typical 
success story. ‘God’s success formula has produced in our lives over 
and over again. It has never failed to produce. We have personally 
used this formula to receive healing, aeroplanes, houses, office 
buildings, equipment, clothes, food, cars, boats, wisdom, guidance, 
help with our children and national radio coverage – to a name a few 
.... Get ready to release your faith. You can have what you say’ 
(pages 76–77). 

There are numerous places in the Scriptures which encourage us to 
depend upon God for all we need and to expect him to supply them. 
We should encourage each other to live in dependency upon the God 
who gives us all things richly to enjoy. 

But there are dangers, which can lead us to a false expectation and a 
distortion of God’s promises. One of the chief dangers is to construe 
God’s promises to be a means to make us wealthy, or to turn God 
into a vending machine. 

An example of this would be Jesus’ statement in Luke 6: 37f, ‘Judge 
not, and you will not be judged; condemn not and you will not be 
condemned; forgive and you will be forgiven; give and it will be 
given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back’. He is emphasising the reciprocity in like. The 
person who judges others not only does that because of his own sense 
of judgment or guilt, but in the judging he knows 
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the judgement of his action (cf. Matt. 7:lff). Therefore the forgiven 
person is open handed, and the generosity of grace makes him 
generous. 

What would be evil is to take words like these and use them as a 
means for getting more, which is covetous. It is getting Jesus to help 
us to be King of the Castle – a form of cupboard love – and not far 
removed from the more primitive expression of ‘The Cargo Cult’. 

God’s prosperity is in his giving. ‘For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich’ (II Cor. 
8: 9). Grace gives freely – not because of the need to receive back. 

HOW ARE WE FREED FROM THE VICE 
OF SELF SUCCESS ? 

For us it is impossible. If life equals the consumer goods and the 
accompanying success which goes with it, and we need this to live so 
that life would be unthinkable and intolerable without it, how could 
we ever let go of our idol. We cannot serve God and success. We will 
either love one or hate the other, or we will be devoted to one and 
despise the other (Matt. 6: 24). 

Jesus often freed wealthy persons who were successful failures(e. g. 
Zacchaeus , Luke 19:lff). But one who was not freed came to him 
asking what good thing he needed to do to gain eternal life! (Mark 
10’ 17–31). This was a man who had succeeded. He was self made. 
He was at the top of the ladder of authority and very wealthy. He may 
have vainly considered his prestige a sign of God’s favour toward 
him. He was still young with all the potential and opportunities of life 
before him. But success had left its unsatisfying emptiness and 
loneliness upon him. 

What he believed was, that if Jesus could show him what he had done 
to know eternal life then he would apply this to his own formula, and 
by his ability  
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do it. Jesus denies that he is a self made man: ‘Why do you call me 
good? There is no one good but God alone’. 

Then Jesus tells him that the way to eternal life was no longer 
depending upon his success and prosperity. ‘You lack one thing’ 
(which is really everything). ‘Go, sell what you have, and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come and follow me’. 
What Jesus is saying is leave these false gods and in following me let 
God give you eternal life. ‘With men it is impossible, but not with 
God; for all things are possible with God’. 

As we said the man could not release his grip. There are people who 
have asked God to help them to do it – to help them become 
Christian, and also to help them be successful. They are still doing it 
themselves, and while it may look like serving God it is still a 
religion of serving themselves. 

It takes all of the love of God to free us from self made success. It is 
the love which brings us down to size in the judgement of the cross. 
We have to be brought down from our giddy heights, and our 
haughty ambition must be seen to be the trash that it is. The love 
which brings us down to size is the love of the Father in the cross. It 
is the love which makes us weak, but enables us to call out ‘God be 
merciful to me a sinner’, i.e. God you do all of this because there is 
nothing I can do, and what I have done has been against you totally. 
It is impotent sinners whom God saves. It is those who discover that 
their only hope is in the gracious Father. He has lovingly acted in 
wrath upon our evil, and against the conquests we have made of our 
neighbour. We see in Christ that when he died for sins, that is when 
we died. Our fear and insecurity has lost its hold. We are loved. We 
are forgiven. We are new creations in Christ. We have been crucified 
with him as the law has brought us with all men to judgement in the 
cross (Gal. 2: 19–20). 
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THE SUCCESSFUL SUPERSTARS 

We speak of those who seek fame and success through physical 
fitness, sporting competition and our whole physical appearance. 
This is whether it is the golden bronzed macho male, or the slim, 
seductive female. In turn it concerns us with our health, the food we 
eat and the way we look after ourselves. 

When Paul writes ‘You are not your own; you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body’ (I Cor. 6: 20), he was telling us 
how we ought to regard our bodies. As we have been created by God 
as integrated whole persons (Gen. 2: 7) then we are not to view our 
bodies as something foreign or indifferent. We are what we are in our 
bodies. To glorify God in our bodies is to live in accord with what we 
are. To exalt in our creatureliness and to show God’s glory in our rich 
humanity as we live in dependency upon him and serve him. God has 
endowed us with amazing gifts which enable us to accomplish great 
things and as we are extended through practice, trial, defeat and 
victory, we glorify him. Eric Liddle in ‘Chariots of Fire’ said, ‘God 
has made me fast’ and ‘for me to run fast gives God pleasure’. 

Our problem is that we are not content to be human. We wish to 
succeed as superstars. We strain to be more than human. In this drive 
to achieve we may abuse our bodies, or try to succeed by promoting 
our bodies. The ascetic and the materialist are both dualistic. The 
pressure and competition of being divine is one of the contributing 
causes of stress, sickness, and associated problems, including the 
experience of shame. 

Viktor E. Frankl in a paper sponsored by the Olympic Games in 
Munich in 1972 points out that man ‘artificially creates the tension 
that he has been spared by affluent society: He provides himself with 
tensions by deliberately placing demands upon himself – by 
voluntarily exposing himself to stress situations, if only 
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temporarily. As I see it, this is precisely the function carried out by 
sports! Sports allow man to build up situations of emergency. What 
he demands of himself is unnecessary achievement – and 
unnecessary sacrifice. In the midst of the sea of affluence, islands of 
asceticism emerge! In fact, I regard sports as the modern, the secular, 
form of asceticism’ (‘The Unheard Cry For Meaning’, p. 96). 

So we are on to achieve through sports. Not that we are implying that 
sports in themselves are an evil – man is also created to play. But let 
our asceticism become the new perfectionism and we will not only 
exhaust ourselves but glorify our bodies instead of glorify God in our 
bodies. 

Sickness in this situation will be God’s gift. It will remind us of our 
humanness and rebuke all thoughts of being divine. Pain, as C.S. 
Lewis said, can be God’s megaphone speaking to us urgently of our 
peril. It can happen that a sick person undergoes experiences that are 
more valuable than all the successes of the healthy. Just because 
illness can bring us up short in the rat race of success. ‘You know, 
my lord’, Calvin wrote to an illustrious invalid, ‘how difficult it is 
amidst the honours, riches and influences to lend an ear to God .... 
God has willed to take you aside, as it were, so as to be heard more 
clearly ..... He has given you this opportunity to profit in his school, 
as if he wanted to speak to you privately in your ear’ (Quoted by Paul 
Tournier, ‘Leadership’, Winter 1981, p.36). 

Sickness brings us back to the healer – Christ. His healing makes us 
whole, recovering us to be ourselves, to be men and women again 
who glorify him in our weakness. 

THE SUCCESS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

The Scriptures speak of the church militant, and of wave upon wave 
of God’s people under the headship of the Lord Christ taking 
captivity captive. 
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To do this and to accomplish our goals the people of God are prone 
to be dominated by the world’s cry to succeed. If our highest goal is 
to succeed then we will have to make sure it happens. The word of 
God will be compromised. We will begin to operate by ‘quantum’. 
We will agree that the right thinking, plus the right analysis, plus the 
right technique, plus the right programme will change failure into 
shining success. The end will again justify the means. Under a 
churchly, or biblical umbrella, we will be in the Kingdom of God 
business. We will become pedlars of God words. The gospel will be 
made man–centred instead of God–centred. The word of the cross 
will be muted or missing altogether. We will play up to a world 
which wants desperately to succeed and will cheer if we can offer a 
spiritualised psychology which enables them to do it without pain. 

This is not the way of Christ. It is not in accord with the truth. It will 
not be powerful enough to command men and women entrenched in 
the calamities of hedonism to repent and believe. At best it will be a 
handy rinse and a sedative for those who need the comfort of 
religion. 

Christ’s way was the way of the cross. Paul’s preaching was the cross 
only. This is the way of indignity, rejection and suffering. But this is 
where the power of God is known. Not by methods, systems of logic, 
or clever speech, but ‘the word of the cross is the power of God’. 
This word is spoken in our weakness where all attempts to play God 
have been crucified. But its with awe because in the proclamation of 
the word of the cross the power of God is seen confronting, grasping, 
humbling and melting the intransigent hearts of men. It is in our 
weakness that God’s power is known, but people will know it to be 
God’s salvation. 

CONCLUSION 

The people of God have confidence in the God who raised Jesus from 
the dead. They are confident he will 
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do what he has promised, and their hope will not let them down. 
They are with God in what he successfully does, and rejoice that they 
are called to share in his success. As members of the Father’s family 
they will confidently call upon him to supply all their needs and to 
prosper them. Yet they know that such gifts are not life itself so they 
are not falsely dependent upon them. They glorify God in their 
bodies as those witnesses who love not their lives unto death. They 
have the word of the gospel, the word of truth on their lips and they 
know it will accomplish the purpose of God in judgement and grace. 
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