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INTRODUCTION 

The truth that God is sovereign would appear to be very 
straightforward. How could God be God unless he rules in his 
universe? Yet to raise this theme invariably generates some 
restlessness, and on occasions, even heated debate. 

There is, of course, the matter of human and demonic rebellion. 
How can God be sovereign in a universe where ‘the whole world lies 
in the power of the evil one?’ To suggest that God rules where 
human rebellion is intense is contrary to much Christian thinking. To 
quote scriptures which indicate that, at least sometimes, God sends 
calamity, is hardly popular. These matters, however, are not 
primarily intellectual. Only as we submit to the Creator-King of all 
things will we cease to fight ‘God’s sovereignty over the presence of 
sin, even though he does not ever initiate rebellion. We will not reject 
his rule over human will by deciding that all is fatalistic. And we will 
not opt for the opinion that sometimes God ‘wins’ and sometimes he 
‘loses’ (presumably to us or the Devil! ). 

When these studies were first drafted, I had in mind the theme of 
the Kingdom of God. My aim was to consider this from the Godward 
stance adopted in the Scripture, rather than analysing the issues that 
arise in human society in the context of the Kingdom. The emphasis 
is therefore on God’s redeeming action in the death of his Son, and in 
the outpouring of his Spirit through the resurrected Lord. Life in this 
Kingdom is too dynamic for any other empire-building! 

Basic to our discussion about the sovereignty of God, is the need 
to relate his love, purity and grace to his authority. We will gain most 
as we come to know that not only is God in control, but that this is 
his  
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delight and pleasure. It is not so much a struggle but a joy for him to 
exercise his authority. This is clearly seen in the cross where God 
delights in doing that which affirms and expresses his holy, loving 
sovereignty over all things. There he shows us the true nature of 
authority: that of serving, giving and loving. The cross indicates that 
God’s  displeasure against those in rebellion must be seen in the 
context of the pleasure of his grace. We see in the death of Messiah 
the sovereignty of God in the presence of the most intense evil. 

Our lives as God’s people are therefore not primarily a question of 
us choosing him to be our Lord, but of his electing love sweeping us 
into the Father’s arms. At Golgotha humanity refused to accept him 
as King, but God worked this very rejection as the basis of his calling 
of us to be his people, through the Messiah-Lord. God is not now up 
for re-election. The day of judgement and the new creation will 
provide the full and final evidence of that. 

Don Priest,  
Point Pass. 
 1983. 
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STUDY ONE 

GOD IS KING 

AS HE PLEASES 

There are many references to God’s authority and power, and to 
his control over creation, including humanity and the spiritual 
powers. Despite the intensity of the rebellion against God, and the 
hold of the dominion of darkness, God is spoken of as doing ‘as he 
pleases’. (Psalm 115:3, 135:6 cf. I John 5:19). Since the nature of the 
Kingdom reflects the person of the King we will spend a good deal of 
our studies focusing on how God achieves his purposes (eg. 
Ephesians 1: 3-14). In this’ study we scan the Scriptures to see their 
testimony that God is King. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Moses.  After crossing the Red Sea, he rejoiced in God’s 
strength, power, majesty and glory. God was seen to have authority 
over the creation and the nations (Exodus 15:1-18 cf. Hebrews 11:23-
28). Moses heard from God that Israel was to be a ‘Kingdom of 
Priests’. This partly involved demonstrating to other nations who 
God is (Exodus 19:5-6). Later, Moses foresaw the Israelite’s desire 
for a human King (Deuteronomy 17: 14-20) and when this 
eventuated Samuel was told that this involved God’s rejection as 
King (I Samuel 8: 7). The people wanted to be like other nations. 
(See also Numbers 22-24, especially 23: 32). 

 
David.  Israel reached its peak as a nation when  
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David, and later Solomon, ruled all the territory promised to 
Abraham (Genesis 15: 18-21, II Chronicles 9:26). so it is no surprise 
to hear him speak of God as King (I Chronicles 29: 10-13). The 
psalms often repeat this theme. (Psalm 10:16, 22:28, 24, 44, 45, 47, 
93, 95-99, 103, 145). God is seen as ruler of ‘all things’. ‘Everything 
in heaven and earth’ is his. Israel is to trust the Creator-God rather 
than the idol-gods of other nations. They are to remember that God 
will judge the world righteously, with no-one able to escape his 
justice. Psalm 103 gives David’s testimony to life lived in willing 
obedience to God as Creator-King, whilst Psalm 145 speaks of God’s 
goodness, of the Kingdom’s permanence, and of how God’s people 
will ‘tell of the glory of your Kingdom and speak of your might’ (v. 
11). 

God rules by his holy love and power, lifting up the oppressed and 
poor who trust him, and destroying the wicked. 

The Prophets were convinced that God is King (I Kings 22:19, 
Isaiah 6:5, Jeremiah 10:7, Zephaniah 3: 15) and that the time would 
come when his appointed king would rule (Isaiah 32, Ezekiel 37: 15-
23). This king would be empowered by God’s spirit (Isaiah 42) and 
so God would be King over all the earth (Zechariah 14:9, 16, 17, 
Isaiah 66:1). 

Daniel, like Moses, had great confidence in God’s power, even 
though Israel was in a foreign land under a pagan king (Daniel 2, 
especially 20- 23, 44, 47, 7: 9-10). At times, though, Nebuchadnezzar 
and Darius, unlike Pharoah, acknowledged God’s sovereignty 
(Daniel 4:31-37, 6:26-27). Belshazzar was overthrown, refusing to 
obey God’s warnings (Daniel 5). 

These prophecies reinforce the truth that God is ever King, he 
does as he pleases, acting in love and with justice. The righteous are 
renewed, with the wicked brought to punishment (Habakkuk 2: 4, 
Genesis 4: 6f). 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT 

John the Baptist preached that the coming Kingdom demanded 
some radical changes (Matthew 3: 1-12). 

 
Jesus came preaching’ the Kingdom of God (Mark 1: 14) after 

being tempted about other kingdoms (Matt. 4:8-11). In the Sermon 
on the Mount he teaches about the Kingdom and prays for it to come 
(Matthew 5-7). He tells many parables about the Kingdom (eg. Matt. 
13), demonstrates the Kingdom (Luke 11:17ff), predicts the final 
victory (Matthew 24) having promised the Kingdom to the disciples 
(Luke 12:32, 22:29). Finally, he is crucified as King of the Jews. His 
life as King involves continually doing the Father’s will, and so 
demonstrating God’s authority (John 5: 31-47, 6: 35-40). 

 
The Apostles. The Book of Acts begins and ends on the theme of 

the Kingdom, and the Apostles keenly affirm Jesus, rather than 
Caesar, as Lord (Acts 17: 7). They do as Jesus did and the nature of 
the Kingdom is expressed. They eagerly await the full evidence of 
the Kingdom (I Corinthians 15: 24, Philippians 2: 5-11, I Timothy 
1:17, Revelation 1:6, 11:15, 12:10, 15:3-4, 17: 14, 19:16 etc. ). Life 
now is caught up in this experience (Romans 8: 28-39) with each 
Church in Revelation being given a promise for those who overcome 
(Revelation 2- 3). 

 
The Lord Reigns. God as Creator is King. His power and 

authority are most vividly seen in Jesus who came revealing the 
Kingdom, and was prepared to live under God’s authority as Father, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit (John 16: 15). When the conflict with 
earthly kingdoms is most intense, the fact of God’s reign is clearest - 
Moses in Egypt, Daniel in Babylon, and Jesus and his disciples under 
Roman rule (II Timothy 4: 18, Exodus 3:11ff, Daniel 7:9, John 8:54-
59, Revelation 1: 9, 11: 15). 
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SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. Select a Psalm about God as King (eg. 24, 44, 47, 93, 95-99, 
103, 145), and discuss what it says about God’s sovereignty 
over: 
 (a) Creation 
 (b ) Evil-doers and their idols  
 (c) His people. 

2. Read the Song of Moses in Exodus 15 and share his insights 
into how God rules the nations. See also Deuteronomy 32 and 
33. 

3. Notice how God is King when the Temple is dedicated. See II 
Chronicles 7, and also note II Chron. 36: 15-23. 

4. Share in Daniel’s understanding of God’s sovereignty in 
Daniel 9. 

5. What view of God did John the Baptist’ have? Why did he 
talk of repentance? 

6. Select a parable about the Kingdom of God and examine what 
is indicated about God as King. See Matthew 13-25, Luke 10-
18. 

7. Reflect on God being ruler over all things (Psalm 135). Do 
you find it easy to live under his authority ? Note: Galatians 
5: 13-6:10. 

God is Not Up For Re-Election 
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STUDY TWO 

JESUS: MESSIAH: LORD 

THE COMING KING 

From the beginning, God is intent on using humanity to crush evil. 
Only this way can human dignity be fully restored and the serpent 
denied success. The promises to Abraham (Genesis 15:1-6, 17:1-18) 
and, Jacob’s blessing to Judah (Genesis 49: 7-10) indicate the coming 
of one ,who would secure ‘the obedience of the peoples’. Yet not 
without suffering (Genesis 3: 15, 22:1-18).  

The role of the prophets in reminding God’s people of their 
covenant with him emphasised the need for this king who would rule 
lovingly and justly. The New Testament stresses that Jesus fulfils 
these prophecies (I Peter 1:10-12, II Peter 1:12-21, Revelation 1:2, 9, 
12: 17, 19: 10). These prophecies were given partly as preparation 
(Amos 3: 7-8). 

THE PROPHECIES 

(a) The Prophet. Moses indicates that God planned to raise up a 
prophet whom the people would listen to (Deuteronomy 18:14-22, 
Acts 7:37-38). In fact, Moses was keen for the Holy Spirit to make 
all God’s people prophesy! (Numbers 11:16-17, 23-29). 

 
(b) The Messiah. David is told that one of his offspring will 

establish a permanent kingdom. This king will be the Anointed One, 
i.e. the Messiah (Christ) (II Samuel 7: 13, Psalm 89, 132). The 
Psalmist speaks  
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of this Messiah-king ruling the nations, and of his being God’s Son. 
Also, this Son will be anointed as a priest like Melchizedek (Psalm 2, 
110, which are often quoted in the New Testament). Other prophets 
mention a ‘righteous Branch’ from David’s lineage (Isaiah 4: 2-6, 
9:6-7, 11:1-10, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Zechariah 3:8-10, 6:12 cf. 4: 6). 

 
(c) The Suffering Servant. Isaiah knows what he is saying (6: 1-

10). As just mentioned, he tells of a king who will bring 
righteousness (32: 1-20). This king, anointed by the Holy Spirit, is 
God’s servant (42: 1, 52:13, 61: 1-3). God delights in this king who 
brings justice to the nations, so showing God as the Creator, King, 
Father and Shepherd who forgives, comforts, delivers and restores 
(40: 1-2, 42: 15-25, 51: 12, 63: 16, 64:8 cf. Ezekiel 37:15-28). This is 
not only for Israel but for ‘the ends of the earth’; for the renewal of 
all creation (42:6-7, 44:1-3, 49:6-7, 65:17-66:2). All focuses in 
seeing the servant-king obtain this glory through obediently suffering 
those righteous judgements that are otherwise ours (42:2-3, 51: 13-
53: 12, 63:1-6 cf. Zechariah 9:9, 12:10, 13:7). The pathetic idols are 
no match for such majesty ( 42: 8, 44: 6- 28, 46:5-10). Here, indeed, 
is good news (40:9, 52:7 cf. 53:4 ‘Surely ........... ‘). 

 
(d) The Son of Man. In Daniel 7:13-14 a Son of Man is given 

power over the nations and establishing a kingdom. The saints 
receive this kingdom and possess it forever (7:18, 22, 27). Also, 
Daniel is told, on praying for Israel’s restoration from exile, of an 
Anointed One who will ‘finish transgression and seal up prophecy’ 
(9:24). 

THE KING COMES: JESUS’ BIRTH 

At the right time (Galatians 4:4) Mary conceives by the Holy 
Spirit, and is told that the child will save his people from their sins 
(Matthew 1: 18-23). God will give to Jesus the throne of David to 
establish an  
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everlasting kingdom as Son of the Most High. Jesus is called Son of 
God at the coming to Mary of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:32-35 cf. 1:15-
17, 41). 

The angels declare Messiah’s birth (Luke 2: 11), and the wise men 
come to worship the king (Matthew 2: 1-12). By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, both Simeon and Anna recognise Jesus as Messiah. The 
murders at Bethlehem are a stark reminder of Jeremiah 31:15 
(Matthew 2:18 cf. Luke 1: 33. Rachel is Jacob’s wife). 

THE PROPHECIES FULFILLED 

Jesus is known as a prophet, though without honour at home 
(Matthew 21: 11, Luke 1:76, 4:24, Mark 6: 15, John 6: 14). He is the 
servant who offers his life to ransom many (Matthew 12:15-21, 
20:28). Even the demons acknowledge him as God’s Son (Matthew 
8: 28- 34). Peter confesses, the crowds debate, the centurion declares, 
and John writes his gospel - all agreeing who Messiah is (Matthew 
16: 13-20, John 7:37-43, Matthew 21, 27: 54, John 20: 31). Also 
Jesus affirms himself to the disciples from Emmaus (Luke 24: 26, 
46). During his ministry, Jesus continually refers to himself as the 
Son of Man. As such he forgives sins, heals, goes to the cross, and 
promises his coming in glory (Matthew 9:1-6, 12:32, 16:27, 28, 
24:30-44, 25:31-46, Mark 8:38, John 5:24-27, 9:35, Luke 9:18-27). 

Jesus comes according to all the prophecies. He is testified as 
Messiah, God’s Son. He is the Son of Man and the Suffering Servant. 
Here is the Word made flesh, revealing the Father’s glorious grace 
and truth. Yet though the world was made through him, ‘his own did 
not receive him’. But by his coming, the Father’s will is done. We, 
by the Spirit, are able to become God’s children (John 1:1-18, 3:1-8, 
I John 1:1-3, Hebrews 2: 13). 

He is indeed the Good Shepherd, the true vine (John 10, 15 cf. 
Isaiah 5, Ezekiel 37). 
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SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. In what ways does Isaiah 52: 13-53:12 describe Jesus being 
exalted as King?  

 
2. Discuss Jesus’ comments on Psalm 110 in Matthew 22: 41-46 
 
3. Select a passage from Acts and share what significance the 

names given to Jesus have - (eg. 4: 23f, 5: 29f, 7: 54f, 8: 26f, 
13: 32f).  

 
4. Discuss: 

(a) the Magnificat 
(b ) Zechariah’s Song in the light of the Old Testament 
prophecies about God’s coming King (see Luke 

 
5. Compare Daniel’s vision concerning the Son of Man (Daniel 

7: 9-14) with Matthew 26:64 an, d Acts 1: 11.  
 
6. The prophets gave God’s king various names. For each of 

these share what is said about the cross.  
 

7. Jesus is Lord before his birth (as God the Son). 
Why does he become man? (John 1:1’4-18, Hebrews 1: 1-3, 
Romans 8:1-3 etc.)  
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STUDY THREE 

JESUS: KING OF KINGS 

THE EXALTED KING 

Jesus is God’s exalted King (Isaiah 52: 13, Phil. 2: 9). The book of 
Revelation tells of His coming again in such a way that all will see 
him ‘even those who pierced him’. Meanwhile, Jesus is Lord of 
History, and the Church is those who have been freed from their sins 
to be victorious with him. John relates how Christ (Messiah) comes 
to rule over the kingdoms of this world, and gives us two majestic 
descriptions of Jesus as King (Revelation 1:4-20, 5:1-14, 11:15-18, 
12:1-13:1, 19:6-18). 

As we are mindful of the prophetic build up to Jesus’ birth, and 
the revelation of his exaltation, we will more clearly understand his 
life, death and resurrection. We can also learn of our life under the 
Father’s authority and filled with the Spirit’s power. 

THE KINGDOM AT HAND 

When John comes preaching the Kingdom, he exhorts people to 
prepare for the Lord’s coming. The Kingdom will bring forgiveness 
and justice, and the baptising of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3, Mark 1, 
Luke 3, John 1). 

Jesus identifies with all this at his baptism, declaring his own 
vocation of fulfilling ‘all righteousness’. As the Spirit descends, the 
Father declares his delight in his Son (cf. Psalm 2:7, Isaiah 42:1). 
Identified as the Messiah, and the Servant, he is tested in the 
wilderness (Matthew 4:lff). He returns in the Spirit,  
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preaching the kingdom by the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14-19, 43, 
Matthew 4:17, 23, Mark 1:14 cf. Acts 10: 38). This ministry is 
dynamic. The demons admit who he is; sick are healed; storms 
calmed and the dead raised (Luke 4:38-44, 5:17-26, 8:26-39, 
Matthew 8:23, 14: 22, 9: 18-26). Yet though the King has no palace 
or even a bed, a centurion recognises Jesus as a man under authority 
(Matthew 8: 5-20). When the disciples go out to preach and 
demonstrate what life in the kingdom involves, they, and their 
Master, are full of joy. Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, praises the 
Father for what he is doing as Lord of heaven and earth (Luke 9: 1-6, 
10:1-24, Matthew 10, 11:25-30 cf. Psalm 135:6). The way of 
discipleship is demanding, and many, including John the Baptist, are 
perplexed. Yet Jesus is in no doubt as to what is happening (Mark 9: 
49, Luke 9:62, 14:25-33, Matthew 11:1-19, John 6:60-70 cf. Matthew 
21: 23-27). 

TOWARDS THE CROSS 
Having taught openly of the Kingdom (eg. Matt. 5-7), Jesus 

teaches, using many parables (Matthew 13-25, Luke 10-18). Aware 
of the impact of the Kingdom, he often withdraws to the desert 
(Matthew 12: 15, 14:13 cf. Isaiah 42: 1-4, 32: 15, John 6: 15). He 
emphasises the spiritual conflict that is occurring (Matthew 12: 22-
32, Luke 11:14-28, John 8:42-46). Peter confesses who Jesus is and 
some firm words follow, concerning the kingdom (Matthew 16: 13- 
28). 

The turning point in Jesus’ ministry is when, transfigured on the 
mountain, he talks with Moses and Elijah about his coming suffering. 
Here, also, the Father reaffirms his Son (Luke 9:28-36 cf. John 12: 
23-24). 

Prior to his death, Jesus relates the kingdom to the final 
judgement, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and his death on the cross 
(Matthew 24-26, Luke 21-22, John 14-16). He speaks of the need to 
become as children to enter the Kingdom, and enters Jerusalem on a 
donkey (Matthew 18: 1-5, Mark 11: 10, Luke 19:38,  
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John 12:15 cf. Zechariah 9: 9, Psalm 118: 26, also see John 3:lff). He 
washes the disciples’ feet and identifies the passover meal with the 
new covenant and the Father’s Kingdom, which the disciples will 
receive (Matthew 26: 28-32, Luke 12: 32, 22: 29). 

A key question at his trial is ‘Are you Messiah?’ (Matthew 26:63-
64 of. Luke 23:2). Though born to be King, his kingdom is not of this 
world (John 18:36-37). Finally he is crucified as King of the Jews 
(Matthew 27: 37). Yet this is his victory and glory (John 12: 20-36, 
17:1-5). 

CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOUR 

God demonstrates his authority through the death of his Son on 
the cross. This act of ‘weakness’ is central to his purpose (I 
Corinthians 1:22-25). After his resurrection (Note Mark 15:43, John 
19:39), Jesus carefully explains how essential the cross is (Luke 24: 
44-49 cf. Acts 2:23-34). He spends time teaching of the Kingdom, 
and imparts the Spirit, before he ascends to ‘sit at God’s right hand’ 
(John 20:22, Acts 1:1-8, Mark 16: 19-20). Recall the references in 
Revelation. Here is the Father’s majesty. His saints receive the 
Kingdom ( Revelation 1: 4- 8). Many become his children (John 
1:12, Romans 8:11, 14, Revelation 7:9-17). The ruler of this world is 
overthrown (John 15: 18f, 16: 33, I John 4:4, 5: 19) and the creation 
awaits its liberation (Romans 8:.18-23). 

No wonder the disciples are inspired to describe the exaltation in 
such majestic language. Paul speaks of ‘the incomparably great 
power for us who believe’. That power is the resurrection power 
which placed Jesus as Lord over all things, including his church 
(Ephesians 1: 18-23). On the cross, Jesus has ‘disarmed the powers 
and authorities’ making ‘a public spectacle of them’ (Colossians 2: 
13-15). And the anthem of Philippians 2:2-11 tells how Jesus is 
exalted to ‘the highest place’ and given ‘the name that is above every 
name’. Likewise, Hebrews affirm that Jesus, a priest like 
Melchizedek, has done away with sins ‘once  
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for all’. He awaits ‘for his enemies to be made his footstool’. 
Jesus is ‘crowned with glory and honour because he suffered 

death, so that by the grace of God, he might taste death for every-
one’. (Hebrews 2:5-9, 7:26-8:1, 10:12-14). 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. Examine Jesus’ temptations in the light of Genesis 49:10 and 
Psalm 2.  

 
2. The transfiguration and the events that immediately followed 

reveal ‘the majesty of God’. Discuss. See Luke 9:43 RSV and 
II Peter 1: 16-18.  

 
3. In what ways, if any, is God threatened by evil? Does he 

avoid conflict? Discuss.  
 
4. Jesus has ‘rescued us from the hand of our enemies’ (Luke 1: 

74-75). Share 
(a) what ‘enemies’ we have;  
(b) how Jesus delivered us;  
(c) why Jesus delivered us.  

5. Read I Corinthians 8: 5-6. How does this affect our lives in 
God’s Kingdom (cf. I Corinthians 6: 9-11)? Be precise.’ 

 
6. Read of Nicodemus and Joseph caring for their Master (Luke 

23: 50f, John 19: 38-42, also John 3, 7: 50-52). What can we 
learn from them?  

 
7. Discuss how the Biblical references to Jesus as Shepherd, 

Vine and Lamb, relate to the cross. (John 10: 1-18, 15: 1-8, I 
Peter 2: 24-25, Hebrews 13: 20-21).  
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STUDY FOUR 

THE FATHER IS KING 

FATHER AND SON 

Both Adam and Israel were to reflect their Maker. Having failed 
to do this, God’s people were reminded how he is the Father who 
creates, rules and redeems (Deuteronomy 32: 5, 6, Isaiah 42: 1-7, 63: 
16, 64: 8, Malachi 2: 10). They would see God do this through his 
Son (Psalm 2, 89, Isaiah 9:6-7). 

When Jesus comes, he tells how God is not only historically 
Father to his people, but is ever Father to his Son. Throughout his 
life, Jesus works with his Father. He lives in the fulness of his 
Father’s love, and what he does reveals his Father’s glory, authority 
and majesty (John 5:17-20, 6:46, 57, 17:1-5, 24). 

The Apostles emphasise the significance of this Father-Son 
relationship. Jesus, full of grace and truth, reveals his Father. He is 
‘the radiance of God’s glory, and the exact representation of his 
being’. This is seen when Jesus is exalted after he had provided 
‘purification for our sins’ so enabling us to become God’s children 
(John 1:1-3, 14-18, I Corinthians 8:6, II Cor. 8: 9, Philippians 2: 5-
11, Colossians 1: 15-20, Hebrews 1: 1-13). 

The majesty of God as Father is in his cleansing, pure love that 
enables us to be his family, both now and in the new creation (John 
1: 10-13, James 1: 16-18, I John 3: 1-3, Ephesians 3: 14-21). 
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JESUS: THE FATHER’S KING 

(a) His ministry. From his birth Jesus is about his Father’s 
business. At his baptism and transfiguration, his Father affirms him 
as his Messiah (Luke 1: 32, 2: 49, 4: 22, 9: 35). 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches us how God wants us 
to live. Our Father-Creator-King is fully able and willing to supply 
our needs. Seeing this frees us to actively seek to live in his kingdom 
and according to his truth. The resources for this life are from the 
Father (Matthew 5-7). 

When Jesus’ disciples return from their preaching trips, he is filled 
with joy, and praises his Father for what is happening. As the Father 
works with and through his Son, God’s Kingdom is shown to be both 
powerful and personal (Luke 10: 17-24, Matthew 11: 25-30). 

Elsewhere Jesus offers release from bondage to false fathers. The 
true Son, from God, encourages the Jews to live in the freedom and 
reality of knowing God as Father (John 8:31-47). 

 
(b) His death. The Father’s love is most evident in the cross. 

Jesus prays to his Father that the ignorant and rebellious will be 
forgiven. Then after suffering separation from God, he commits 
himself to his Father (Luke 23:34, 46 cf. Mark 14:36). 

The prince of this world has been judged (Hebrews 2:14, John 
12:31, 14:30, 16:33). All humanity’s enemies are defeated, including 
sin (I Peter 2: 24), death (I Corinthians 15: 54), and God’s wrath 
(Romans 3:25). Our orientation to evil is broken (Romans 8: 9f). Our 
consciences are cleansed. We are free to serve the living God 
(Hebrews 9: 14). God’s glory is revealed, and abundant life comes to 
those who recognise the Good Shepherd (John 10:1-30 cf. Hebrews 
13:20-21). 

All counterfeit kingdoms are destroyed as the Son, at his Father’s 
initiative, suffers death on the cross. Now nothing can hinder the 
coming of the new creation where the full glory of God as Father will 
be seen  
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(I John 3:8, 4:14, Romans 8:19-21, 29-32). 
 
(c) His exaltation. Having risen from death, Jesus, after speaking 

about the Kingdom of God, ascends to his Father. The .impact of this 
will enrich the whole universe (Acts 1: 3, Matthew 28: 18f, 
Ephesians 4:8-10). 

Jesus, as ascended Lord, 
* is crowned with glory and honour. God’s family is made pure 

and glorious as a result (Hebrews 2: 9-13);  
* is alone worthy to be Lord of history. His blood has purchased 

people from all nations (Revelation 5, Ephesians 1:22-33);  
*  receives from the Father, and pours out on us, the promised 

Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4, 2:33-39, Luke 24:49);  
* ‘sits and waits for his enemies to become his footstool’ 

(Hebrews 10:12, 13, Mark 16: 19- 20);  
* intercedes with the Father (Hebrews 7: 23-8:2, 9: 24-15).  
 
No wonder the early Church so often referred to Psalm 2. 

THE KINGDOM IS THE FATHER’S 

Jesus had told his disciples that his Father was pleased to give 
them the Kingdom (Luke 12: 30-32, 22: 29-30, Matt. 26:29 cf. 6:10). 
They also heard of his going to prepare a place for them in his 
Father’s house, and then to return to take them there (John 14:1-6 cf. 
Philippians 3: 20- 21). 

Paul tells how God the Father has transferred us from the kingdom 
of darkness to the Kingdom of his beloved Son. In his Kingdom we 
have fellowship with the Father, and his Son, by the Spirit. We are 
the Father’s servants, and sons now (Colossians 1: 9-14, Ephesians 2: 
18, I John 1:3, Revelation 1:6, Galatians 3: 27, I Corinthians 10: 11). 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory’ all will  
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acknowledge Jesus as Lord, so glorifying his Father. Jesus outlines 
how after the judgement the ‘righteous will shine like the sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father’. Then all will be subject to the Son, who 
will hand over the Kingdom to God their Father ..... so that God may 
be all in all’ (Philippians 2:11, I Corinthians 15:21-28, Matthew 
i3:37-43, 16:24-28, 24:31-46, Revelation 12: 10). 

Although the times and seasons are hidden from us, our assurance 
is that God will keep us, and present us ‘before his glorious presence’ 
with purity and joy (Acts 1:7, Mark 13:32, I Timothy 1:17, Jude 24, 
25). 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. Why are family relationships crucial to life in God’s 
Kingdom? Note Malachi 4: 5, 6, Luke 1: 17, Ephes. 6: 1-4.  

2. In Matthew 6:33 the Kingdom is named as our first priority. 
Are there to be any other priorities? See Matthew 6:24 and 
Mark 12: 28f.  

3. How does one enter the Kingdom of Heaven?  Consider 
Matthew 7:21-23 and Luke 18: 15-17.  

4. What does the Sermon on the Mount tell us about our Father’s 
Kingdom? See Matthew 5-7 including 6: 9, 10, 32, 33.  

5.  What does it mean to ‘submit to the Father of our Spirits and 
live?’ See Hebrews 12:9 and John 17: 3.  

6.  What do we learn about God as Father from Matthew 13:37-
43 and Matthew 25:31-46? 

7. Discuss how keen our heavenly Father is to bless us, noting 
Luke 11:11-13 and Romans 8: 26-34: What does this say 
about Jesus’ intercession with the Father concerning us?  
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 See Hebrews 7: 23-8: 2, 9:24 26, I John 2: 1- 2 and Romans 8: 
32. 

 Also note Isaiah 59: 15-21, 63:1-6 
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STUDY FIVE 

THE SPIRIT IS LORD 

THE SPIRIT AND MESSIAH 

The Spirit is sovereign over creation and in history (Genesis 1:2, 
Psalm 104:29-30). The prophets prophesied that with the reign of 
God’s anointed King, his lifegiving Spirit would renew not only his 
people Israel, but the whole creation (Isaiah 32, 63: 10, Ezekiel 36-
37, Daniel 9:24-25, Zechariah 4:6, Joel 2:28f). 

At both Jesus’ birth and baptism, the Spirit is powerfully present. 
Throughout Jesus’ life and ministry all that Messiah does is under the 
Father’s authority and in the power of the Spirit (Matthew 12: 18, 28, 
Mark 1:10-12, Luke 1:35, 4:18, Acts 10:38). 

John writes that Jesus was given ‘authority over everything’ and 
‘the Spirit without limit’ (John 3: 34, 35). Paul tells how ‘God was 
pleased to have all his fulness dwell in him’ (Colossians 1: 19). 

When Jesus is ‘raised and lifted up and highly exalted’ (Isaiah 52: 
13) in his death, resurrection and ascension, all is accomplished the 
same way. Jesus is lifted up on the cross in the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 
9: 14), lifted up from the grave by the Spirit (Romans 1:4, 8: 11), and 
ascends by the power of the Spirit (Ephes. 1: 18-21). 

This victory is demonstrated in the same way as it was achieved 
(John 7:37-39, Revelation 22:17 cf. John 12:27-33). 
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THE PROMISES OF GOD 

Prior to his ascension, Jesus spent forty days teaching his disciples 
about the Kingdom of God, telling them they soon would be baptised 
in the Spirit, and witness ‘to the ends of the earth’ (Luke 24: 45-49, 
John 20:17-23, Matthew 28:20, Acts 1:2-8 cf. Psalm 2:8, Isa. 49:6). 

Jesus had shared before his death how his going to his Father 
would result in: 

* the coming of the Kingdom (Matthew 16: 19, Luke 12:32, 
22:29, John 14:12-14, 16:23);  

* the sending of the Spirit (John 14: 16-17, 15:26, 16:13-15);  
* their adoption into God’s family (John 14:1, 18, 23). 
 
All these promises were given in the context of God’s covenant 

with his people (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Luke 22: 20). They relate deeply 
to Jesus’ own life and ministry as Messiah, Servant and Son. Just as 
he came into the world so we are sent into the world with him as our 
own trail-blazer. Messiah has secured all God’s promises, and now, 
through the Spirit, is involving us in their out-working (John 20: 21-
23, Hebrews 12: 1-3, II Corinthians 1:20-22). 

Many passages enlarge on these promises, telling of: 
* the presence and future of the Kingdom (Acts 14:22, 19:8, 

20:23f, 28:23-31, Rom.  16: 26, Colossians 1: 9-14, II Timothy 
4: 18, Revelation 5: 10, 11: 15, 12: 10, 15: 3, 4, 19: 6);  

*  the presence and power of the Spirit (Acts 2:33f, 4:23-31, 5:32, 
Romans 14:17, Galatians 5: 21-6: 8, Ephesians 2: 18, I John 4: 
13-16, Hebrews 10: 11-18);  

* our life now, and in the new creation, as God’s family 
(Galatians 3: 27-4:6, Ephesians 3: 14-21, I John 2:6-14, 3:1-
24).  
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To be involved in ‘the fulfilment of the ages’ is not to be taken 
lightly (I Corinthians 10:11-12). We are surrounded by ‘a great cloud 
of witnesses’, are disciplined as sons, and ‘receive a Kingdom that 
cannot be shaken’. God has told us he is preparing ‘an administration 
suitable for the fulness of time’ and that his mighty strength is at 
work in us. Creation agonises as it awaits its liberty. The Sovereign 
Spirit binds us inseparably to God as his children, and looks forward, 
with us, to Jesus’ return. The final promise in Scripture affirms the 
validity of our eager expectation: the King is coming soon (Hebrews 
12, Ephesians 1, Romans 8, Revelation 21, 22). 

THE LORD IS THE SPIRIT 

As prophesied in Zechariah 4:6 and Joel 2, God’s victory is 
actualised by the Spirit. The gospel comes ‘with power, with the 
Holy Spirit, and with deep conviction’, turning us’ from counterfeit 
kingdoms to ‘serve the living and true God’. The change in us is 
total. We are now temples of God, with his Spirit alive in us. Our 
calling, as his household, is to declare our joy at being released from 
darkness to live in his ‘marvellous light’. This proclamation will be 
powerfully evident in the lives of those who are God’s community in 
the world. As well as practical mutual support and inter-action, the 
family of God will seek the welfare of the wider society, and will 
speak the prophetic gospel to the nations (I Thessalonians 1:4-10, 
2:12, I Cor. 3: 16, 4: 20, 6: 9-20, II Corinthians 6: 14-18, Ephesians 
2:18-20, I Peter 2:4-10). 

Although our life as a ‘Kingdom of priests’ is fiercely contested, 
his Spirit enables us to overcome the strongholds of evil (Ephesians 
6: 10-20, II Cor. 10: 3-5). The promises to those in the churches in 
Revelation chapters 1 to 3 are strongly linked with obeying the Spirit, 
and with the reign and rule of God. It is the-Spirit who counsels and 
encourages us, as he did Jesus. He equips us with Messiah’s gifts so 
that our Father’s plan is accomplished in and through us. 
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We are the body of Messiah, the Father’s family: his Spirit is with 
us. This is not insignificant! The church is to testify to all the created 
authorities the accomplishments of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(John 14: 12-17, II Corinthians 1:3-7, I Corinthians 12: 1-13, 
Ephesians 3: 10). 

As a result of the Spirit’s work we increasingly reflect Christ’s 
glory, and are prepared for our ‘citizenship in heaven’ when our 
whole being will be like the ascended and glorified Messiah and his 
Father (II Cor. 3:18, Philippians 3:20-21, I John 3:1-3, Ephesians 
1:17, I Corinthians 15). 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. When the Holy Spirit moves as he wills (John 3: 8, Psalm 135: 
6), what is he doing? See Romans 8: 9-28.  

 
2. Contrast the picture of futility in Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 the 

promise of fulness in Ephesians 1:23 and 4: 7-10. (Note 
Genesis 1:2, Psalm 104: 30).  

 
3. When Jesus, John the Baptist or the disciples preached the 

Kingdom of Heaven, what did they say ? 
Compare your answer with Romans 15: 13-21.  
 
4. What can we learn about Jesus’ humanity by comparing 

Philippians 2:7 and II Corinthians 8:9 with John 3:34 and Acts 
10: 38. How does this relate to us?  

 
5. Consider how the work of the Holy Spirit in Zech. 12:10 and 

John 16:8-11 affects our relationships with other people 
 
6. Why did the evil spirit respond as indicated in Acts 19:157 See, 

for example, I John 4: 4, Colossians 1: 13-14, 2:15 and 
Ephesians 2: 1-5.  
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7. What role does the Holy Spirit have in the Second Coming? 
See, for a start, II Corinthians 3, Romans 8 and Revelation 22 
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STUDY SIX 

LIFE IN THE KINGDOM 

GOD IS NOT MOCKED 

In Galatians 5:13 to 6:10, Paul asserts God’s sovereignty over 
human activity, Our choice is not merely between good and evil, but 
between life and death (Genesis 2: 9, 16, 17). We either reap the 
harvest the Spirit brings to those who rely on him, or are destroyed as 
we please our sinful passions. Freedom is not simply in being able to 
choose which alternative we prefer, but in obeying our heavenly 
Father (Matthew 8:21~ 11:30, Galatians 5:1, I John 5:3-5). 

Other passages indicate that God is influencing the consequences 
of our actions (Genesis 12: 3, Exodus 34: 6-7, Habakkuk 2: 4, 
Matthew 7: 24-27,’ 10: 32-33). He does not remain passive when we 
rebel against him (Job 7:17-19, Psalm 7:11, 73:18, Genesis 4:6, 7, 
Deut. 32:30, Proverbs 16:9, Romans 1:18-32). Although God’s 
authority is challenged and defied, he remains intimately involved 
and in control (Acts 14: 15-17, Romans 8: 28, Psalm 135). He does 
not exercise his sovereignty mechanically, randomly or unfairly, but 
personally - as Father, Son and Spirit (Psalm 42, Romans 2: 11, 9: 
10-33, Jonah 1: 17, Job). 

This mystery is seen in Jesus’ crucifixion. There God is pleased to 
show his displeasure at all evil in order that we, in Christ, can share 
in the joy of his love (Acts 2:22-36, Isaiah 53:4, 10 cf. Ezekiel 
18:23). Ephesians 1:3-14 speaks of the glorious grace which has been 
lavishly and lovingly given ‘according to the purpose of his will’. 
Similarly, Hebrews 10 exhorts us to  
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persevere to receive the promises by accepting the Spirit’s 
testimony of Jesus’ obedience to his Father’s purposes. Through the 
cross, we can hear the Father’s words to Messiah as our own (Luke 3: 
21, Colossians 1: 9-23). 

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN 

Although God does not force us to obey him, the day is coming 
when his will is fully ‘done on earth as in heaven’. Yet the Kingdom 
is present already (Hebrews 12: 28). At Jesus’ ascension, the 
Apostles were reminded how their lives would not only be in the 
overflow of the cross and pentecost, but would be influenced by 
Messiah’s future coming. The Last Day is already having a great 
impact (Acts 1:3-11, Romans 8: 18-25, 14:7-18, I Corinthians 10:11, 
11:26, I Timothy 6: 14-16, II Timothy 1: 12, Revelation 6: 10, 12: 
12). 

As history moves to this goal, life on the one hand seems normal, 
while by contrast, the times are so severe that they are cut short. Fake 
Christs appear, yet the gospel is declared throughout the earth ‘as a 
testimony to all nations’ (Luke 17, 21, 24:46-49, Matthew 24 cf. 
Psalm 2, Revelation 1: 5, 9, 12: 17, 19: 10). 

Daniel, like the other prophets, gives a glimpse of the last days 
(Daniel 7-12). God’s people resist intense attack as they await their 
inheritance. God not only overrules those who oppose him, but 
refines and purifies his people (Daniel 7:9-27, 10:12-14, 12:3-10, 
Mal. 3: 2, I John 3: 1-3). 

Similarly, in Revelation, Satan manoeuvres the rulers of this world 
as his strategy against God. Yet God’s rule and victory are effective 
(Revelation 16: 10-14, 17: 1-18 cf. Matthew 4: 8). The splendour of 
the nations will be vividly evident in the new Jerusalem (Revelation 
6: 1-5, 19: 1-21, 1: 5, 21:22-27 cf. Genesis 49: 10). 

I Corinthians 15, I Thessalonians 4: 13-5: 11, II Thess. 2, II Peter 
3 also tell of the coming Day, but its date is not given. Our Father has 
fixed that day when Jesus’  
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prayer is fully answered ‘by his own authority- (Matthew 6:9, 10, 
24:36, Acts 1:7, Daniel 12:9). 

THE KINGDOM PEOPLE 

The universe is pregnant with a new humanity: a holy, royal and 
priestly community which is spoken of as inheriting the kingdom 
(Daniel 7: 22, Luke 12:32, 22:29, Romans 8:19, Revelation 1:6, Titus 
3:7, James 2: 5). This community is the Father’s family, the body and 
bride of Messiah, and is being prepared for life in the new creation 
(Ephesians 2, II Corinthians 5). The people of God are called to do 
their Father’s will, be led by the Spirit, and testify as ambassadors of 
Messiah Jesus (Revelation 12: 10-12, 17) .’ 

The church is witness of God’s wisdom and to his victory. It 
declares his wisdom to the principalities and powers (Ephesians 3: 8-
13, Colossians 2: 13-15). This wisdom is a mystery to the world who 
only see foolishness and scandal (I Corinthians 1: 13-25). To the 
people of God, however, the word of the cross tells of his purpose 
and pleasure, and encourages them in their difficulties (Acts 14:22, II 
Corinthians 4, II Thess. 1: 3). Such is the encouragement that they 
are more than able to overcome the opposition they encounter 
(Romans 8:31-39, II Corinthians 10:4, Ephesians 6: 10-18, 
Revelation 2, 3). Abundantly equipped by the Spirit, the people of 
God are to declare the great victory of the cross - the grace of ‘him 
who loved us and has freed us from our sins by his blood’ (I 
Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, I Peter 4:7-11, Revelation 1:5 cf. 

I Corinthians  6: 9-11, I Thessalonians 2: 10-12). This 
proclamation will be the overflow of lives being built together ‘to 
become a holy temple in the Lord’ (Ephesians 2:19-22, I Corinthians 
6:18-20, II Corinthians 6:14-18, Revelation 21:3). Forgiveness, 
reconciliation, justice and righteousness will be basic to relationships 
in the . Kingdom. 

Let us not quench the Spirit but rather drink the water from the 
fountain of life (I Thessalonians 5: 19,  
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Revelation 22: 17, Psalm 36: 9). The King is coming soon: let us 
be ready (Matthew 25, Luke 16, Revelation 7-:9-17, 22:20-21). 

SOME QUESTIONS: 

1. ‘The Kingdom of God is not a democracy where we may 
choose to accept God’s rule. He elects us, not us him’ and ‘We 
are free to obey or disobey, but not free from the 
consequences’. Discuss.  

 
2. How is our behaviour affected by the coming Day of  the Lord?  
 
3. What equipment does the Spirit provide us with?  

 
4. How does justice come to the nations? Consider Isaiah 11: 1-4, 

32: 15-20, 42: 1-4, Zechariah 7: 8-12, Luke 1: 46-55, 4: 13-19.  
 
5. ‘God’s forbearance is evident in his treatment of humanity’ 

Discuss, using Romans 2: 4, 5, 3: 25, Acts 17: 30, 
Lamentations 3: 19-58.  

 
6. How do we richly enter the ‘eternal kingdom’? See II Peter 1:3-

11, I Corinthians 3: 10-17, II Cor. 8: 9, Luke 12: 33, 16: 1-13, 
Matthew 5: 3, Revelation 2:9, 3:17.  
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