


 
 
 
 

OTHER ‘NEW CREATION’ PUBLICATIONS 
 
 

Can a Man Know God? 
Christianity is Christ 

Commanded Repentance and Full Forgiveness 
Faith, Justification and the New Birth 

Growing to Maturity 
Oh Father! Our Father! 

Salvation History 
The Christian and the Holy Spirit 

The Christian Doctrine of Holiness 
The Cleansing of the Memories 

The Meaning and Significance of the Trinity 
The Things We Firmly Believe 

The Weakness of Man and the Power of God 
The Word and Words of the Cross 

This Jesus—Who is He? 
Towards Christian Maturity 

 
 

www.newcreation.org.au 
 

 
 
 

THE FIRST 
PRINCIPLES 

 

Studies in the Basics of the Gospel 
 
 
 

by Geoffrey Bingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Published by 
NEW CREATION PUBLICATIONS INC. 

PO Box 403, Blackwood, South Australia, 5051  
1998 

http://www.newcreation.org.au/


 
First published 1975 

by New Creation Publications Inc., Australia 
 

This edition 1983  
Reprinted 1984, 1985, 1986, 1990, 1993, 1998 

 
 

© Geoffrey Bingham, 1975 
 

National Library of Australia card number and 
ISBN 0 949851 31 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover design by Glenys Murdoch  
Typed by Beryl Ferguson 
Printed by John Skewes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wholly set and printed by New Creation Publications Inc. 
Coromandel East, South Australia 

www.newcreation.org.au 
 

CONTENTS 

STUDY ONE:  THE LIVING GOD 1 

 

STUDY TWO: MAN IN SEARCH OF HIMSELF 7 

 

STUDY THREE: THE TRANSFORMED MIND 13 

 

STUDY FOUR: HOW FREE IS FREE? 19 

 

STUDY FIVE: FULLY FINDING THE FATHER 25 

 

STUDY SIX:  THE FLOWING OF THE SPIRIT 30 

 

STUDY SEVEN: THE DYNAMICS OF LOVE 36 

 

STUDY EIGHT: THE POWER AND THE GLORY 42 

 



THE FIRST PRINCIPLES- STUDIES IN THE BASICS OF THE GOSPEL 

 

 THE FIRST PRINCIPLES- STUDIES IN THE BASICS OF THE GOSPEL 

 

1

1: THE LIVING GOD 

 
 
 
 
Note:–This study, and the studies following will not be given 
according to the material below. This material is given for the 
personal study of those who wish a fuller treatment. 
 
 
 
 

1. Introduction: The Living God 
The term “the living God” in Scripture has two meanings, which in 
fact are ultimately the one:– 
(i) God the Source of Life. See Jer. 2:13, Rev. 7:17, Jer. 17:12–13, 

with John 4:13, cf. 7:37–39. In Gen. 2:7 man is breathed into, 
God inspiring him into creative life. Cf. Psalm 104:29–30. Note 
that life includes all the personal being of man, his gifts, graces 
etc. Thus God made him, also a fountain (in His image). cf. 
Prov. 4:23. Man is always dependent, then upon God for life. 
Cf. I Cor. 8:6, Col. 1:17. 

(ii)  The God of action, ie. the God who is always doing things. 
Examples are John 4:10 (and context), I Sam. 17:26 (and 
context), Dan. 6:20, cf. Psalm 42:2, Matt. 16:16, 26:63, Heb. 
4:12, 9:14, 10:31. John 5:17 shows that God is always working. 
He works in:– 
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(a) Creation 
(b) Providence 
(c) Redemption 
(d) The restoration or unification of all things. (See Living Faith 
Series studies 1–8, 19, and 25) 

2. Knowing God 

(a) Not Knowing God 
Zophar asked, “Can a man by searching, find out God?” (Job 11:7). 
He did not ask, “Can a man find God?” Scripture says that God 
shows Himself by:– 

(i) Creation. See Psalm 19:1f., Romans 1:19f. 
(ii) Providence. ie. His continual care for creation, with man, 

would really make Him evident. Cf. Psalm 104, Matt. chs. 
5–7, Col. 1:17, Heb. 1:2, etc. 

(iii) The Scriptures. See Amos 3:7–8, II Tim. 3:15–17. 
(iv) The Law. Cf. Romans 2:12–16, cf 1:32. The prophets have 

always revealed the will of God (cf. Acts 3:21, Rev. 10:7, 
with Amos 3:7–8). 

(v) By His Acts. See “1” (above). 
Man, however, does not wish to know God. Adam knew Him, but 
with the fall, and man’s rebellion, man does not wish to know God. 
See Psalm 14:1f., 53: 1–2, Rom. 3:11, 1:19–31. The fact is that man 
died in relationship to God. (Gen. 2:17, 3:6ff.). 
 
Hence he fears (Gen. 3:10) and hates (Col. 1:21, Rom. 1:30, 5:10) 
God. He does not wish to know Him. It is true that man’s knowledge 
(intellect) as such is below that of God (Isa. 55:8–9) but man may 
know God, as a man may know God. Because of his guilt he does not 
wish to know God. This does not mean that God does not go on 
revealing himself, but without faith none can know him. See 
Hebrews 11:6. 
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Acts 17:24–28 shows that God has structured the affairs of man so 
that he will seek after Him, yet “There is none that seeks after God. 
There is none that understands Him”. 

(b) What There is to Know. 
We know there are two kinds of knowledge:– 

(a) Facts gathered, and assessed for their value, and 
conclusions reached, most of this being in the mind. 

(b) Knowledge which comes from personal relationship. 
The two do not necessarily oppose each other, but knowledge of God 
is primarily that of encountering God. The Bible shows us that God 
is:– 
 

(i)  Creator 
(ii) Redeemer 
(iii) Provider of the needs of His Creation, and 
(iv)  Restorer ie. He not only creates His world, and 

continuously provides for it, sustaining it, but He redeems 
its moral creatures, and ultimately restores His universe 
to its total harmony. 

 
What has to be seen is that this is all one action which flows from 
beginning to end, ie. from the Initial Creation to the New Creation. 
We .derive our knowledge of God from these actions of His. 
 

(c) The Need to Know. 
Man is made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26f, cf. Gen. 2:7, Eccles 
7:29) and as such cannot be himself  
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until he knows God and relates totally to Him. 
 
Hence the statements of John 17:3 and I John 5:20. It is painful for 
man not to know God – Romans 1:19–32 – for in this state of not 
knowing, man is perverse, awry, dislocated, and deficient. He is dead 
(Gen. 2:17, Ephes. 2:1–5, Heb. 9:14, Romans 1:19f)’. It is not that he 
cannot know, but that he will not know. To know God is to live (John 
17:3, cf. Jer. 9:23–24), and not to know Him is to perish (Hosea 4:1–
6, cf. 6:6 and Dan. 11:32). To know God is to relate to Him, and so to 
experience Him. This is life, and also life eternal. 

(d) How to Know 
All the wonderful things which a man may know about God through 
the media we noted above (see 2. (a)), are lost to him because he will 
not use such media. Whilst the Son and the Spirit have worked 
throughout time, yet they are sent in a special way to reveal God. 
 
Thus John 1:18, “No man has seen God at any time. The Son who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known”. “The Word 
became flesh, and dwelt amongst us, the glory as of the only Son 
from the Father”. (John 1:14). “I am the way to the truth and the life, 
no man comes to the Father, but by me. He that has seen me has seen 
the Father”. John 14: 5–6. See also Matt. 11:27, John 6:44–46, 65. 
 
John 5:17–19 shows that what the Father does is what the Son does. 
Cf. John 14:10. He who sees Jesus really sees the Father, not merely 
as an idea, but in fact, as He works. He can then know the Father. 
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I John 4:7–10 puts it a slightly different way. It says: – 
 

(i) God is love. 
(ii) One who genuinely loves knows God. 
(iii)  He has come to this by the experience of new birth ( cf. 

John 3: 1–14). ‘ 
(iv)  This has happened because he has experienced being 

brought to life, and having his sins forgiven. In fact that 
is the new birth. Now he knows God. 

 
Another way of saying it is that the Holy Spirit has revealed Christ, 
the Son, to him, and when he reveals the Son, he likewise reveals the 
Father, since the Son is the way to the Father. (See John 16:12–15, cf. 
I Cor. 2:9–14). It does not matter how God does this through the 
Spirit and the Son. What matters is that we experience what He does. 
When we come to know Him we experience Him as Creator, as 
Father, as Redeemer, and as the one who goes on working in us – as 
in Phil. 2:13, Phil. 1:6, and Ephesians 3:20. 
The final way of saying it is that we know God through forgiveness. 
This can be seen by Jeremiah 31:31–34 with Luke 7:47 and Matt. 
11:28. 

(e) Results of Knowing God 
First read Hebrews 11:6. When we have faith, we know God acts 
towards those who seek Him. We now not simply know about Him, 
but we know Him. We feel His forgiveness; we lose our guilt; we are 
free; we know something has happened. We experience Fatherhood. 
We see God is the one who planned all things before He created the 
world (Ephes. 1: 3–14), and who has now saved us (Ephes. 2:8–10). 
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We become new persons (II Cor. 5:17) because we relate to God 
(John 17:3, I John 5:20). Now we see Him as the living God, 
because:– 
 

(i) He has given us new life, and 
 
(ii) Because He has acted, and because He goes on acting daily 

in our lives.  
 
We also see the acts of His creation, His redemption, His providence, 
and – by faith – see that He is restoring all things, and will one day 
unify them in accordance with His will, and His nature as Father–
Creator–Redeemer. 
 

Note:– Books to read with this are  
“Can a Man Know God” – G. Bingham.  

 “The Knowledge of God” – J. I. Packer (Paperback).  
 “Knowing God” – J. I. Packer (larger book).  
 “The Living God”– R. T. France. 
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2: MAN IN SEARCH OF HIMSELF 

1. Introduction: What Is Man? 
Whilst some persons seem not to ponder the fact and the mystery of 
man, the majority of human beings ask this question from time to 
time. Psalm 8:3f (cf. Job 7:17–18, Psalm 144:3, Heb. 2:6–8) asks the 
question. Man seeks to know who he is, find out what he can do, and 
get an answer to his question, “For what does man exist, especially 
on this planet?” 
The Bible explains clearly what a man is, shows what he can do, and 
tells what he is here for. This is as follows:– 
 

(i) What a man is. Man is made in the image of God (Gen. 
1:26f., Gen. 2:7, cf. Psalm 8:4–8, Eccles. 3:11, 7:29, I Cor. 11:7 etc.). 
This means that “all that God is man is like that”, although he is not 
as God. He is totally contingent upon God, ie. he cannot exist apart 
from God, not anyway as a full person, a true human being. This is 
seen from Gen. 2:7 where man derives his life from God, cf. Psalm 
104:29–30. Col. 1:15–17, Heb. 1:2, I Cor. 8:5–6 show that man is not 
an entity in himself, but goes on deriving (each moment) his life and 
being from God. God has given him great powers as a person “there 
is nothing they will not be able to do” (Gen. 11:6, cf. Eccles. 3:11). 
Man has been given great powers of authority, and so great gifts to 
fulfil this. He is to reflect all the qualities or attributes of God. He 
cannot express them from himself, but can reflect them from God. 
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(ii) What a man can do. We have indicated that what a man is 
determines what he can do. He can have authority over all creation, 
and so control it. He can utilise the resources of the universe – its 
vegetation, animality, mineral resources, its psychic powers, and its 
spiritual potential. He is supposed to do this only under God. Genesis 
1:28f. (cf. Gen. 9:1–7, Psalm 8) shows the mandate or programme 
God has given to man to complete. This he is to do in union with 
God. 
 

(iii) What man is here for. This too, relates to what he is and 
what he can do. He is here to obey the will of God, voluntarily. Gen. 
ch. 1 indicates that God created the world as a working functional 
unit, and suggests its purposive nature – cf. Gen. 1:31, I Tim. 4:4, 
6:17, Prov. 16:4, Eccles. 3:11. God’s purpose in creation is seen from 
such passages as Ephes. 1:3–14, cf. Isaiah 43:6–7 to be as follows: 
God has created man in His image to reflect Him, and so to show. 
His glory (i.e. glorify Him). If man remained as Originally created he 
would do this. However God also intends man to show the glory of 
God’s grace, and this is by God’s redeeming him, and giving him 
sonship, by which he will show the glory of the Fatherhood of God. 
(cf. Eph. 1:5–7, Isa. 43:6–7, Ephes. 2:7). In other words God has His 
plan for history, and man is an integral part of it. That is what he is 
here for. 

2. Man Who Is Not Man 
We state this Scriptural principle:– Man is only truly man when he 
relates to God in love and obedience. When he separates from God he 
is not truly man. In his original state of creation he related to God in 
fellowship and obedience. This meant he was a true personal 
functional unit, in a true  
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functional world. As such he knew harmony and serenity. When, 
however, he refused his true nature, he became, to some degree an 
alien in the true creation. Genesis 3:1–6 shows that he sought to be as 
God, and so ceased (in the full sense) to be like God. Romans 1:19–
32 shows that when he refused the nature of God, he consequently 
could not (or, would not) see the true nature of creation. Hence he 
worshipped the creation more than the Creator, and his life was lived 
immorally, that is he was not truly functional according to the natural 
laws of the creation. This resulted in a catastrophic break–up of true 
relationships with:– 

(a) God. 
 
(b) Himself 
 
(c) Others 
 
(d) The Universe. 
 

Man then became what is not truly man. 
 
We often think of Christ as more–than–man, but as the man Jesus he 
was simply truly man, whilst our humanity is sub–standard, or sub–
normal. This leads us on to the subject of man’s guilt before God, 
himself, others and his creation. 

3. The Guilt of Man 
Man is guilty because he is not what he should be. Paul’s famous 
statement is (Rom. 3:23) “All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God”. This is the explanation for man’s sense of inferiority, 
his insecurity, and his unease. He has failed to be that which God 
created him to be. The effect of this guilt is to fear God and resent 
Him, because  
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we resent that against which we sin. His fear (cf. Gen. 3:10) builds up 
to actual hatred (cf. Col. 1:20, Rom. 1:30, 3:9f, 5:10, John 15:18ff). 
Man is objectively alienated from God because of his sin, and 
subjectively alienated because of his reaction to God. He escapes into 
idolatry or materialism, and loses the knowledge of God, as we saw 
in our previous study. In his guilt state he does not see the glory of 
God, will not ‘read’ the universe (cf. Rom. 1:19) and now rationalises 
the nature of God, man, and the universe, into something other or 
different from its created state. 
 
Romans 3:9ff cf. Psalms 14 and 53, shows that man does not seek to 
know God, therefore he builds up the intensity of his alienation. He 
has personal guilt, and shares in corporate guilt. Thus he cannot know 
God, because, in practical fact he wills not to know God (Rom. 1:28). 
Now he cannot know himself. Acts 17:24–30 shows that man does 
not really know God, and in his idolatry he has failed to see God as 
Father. Hence he is not likely to repent. 

4. Man Finding Himself 
In Luke 15:17 it is written of the prodigal son, “When he came to 
himself”. The context shows that he became conscious of who he was 
– in this case a sinner. He was prepared to accept the fact and work 
from it. Similarly the thief on the cross who repented. Since man is 
made in the image of God he only truly finds himself when he comes 
back to that which was lost, that is when that which was perverted or 
dislocated, now comes back to its original state. The New Testament 
speaks (II Cor. 5:15) of man dying to himself and coming alive to 
God. Adam did the opposite. He died to God and came alive to  
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himself. Man could not come alive to God unless 
(a) God had sent His Son to reveal Himself;  
(b) the Son has become the propitiation for sins, ie. the 

remedy for guilt;  
(c) we had received, by repentance and faith, this gift of 

forgiveness, and the status of being wholly justified.  
In other words, man finds himself when he is forgiven by God. 
 
This is fairly obvious. When his guilt is destroyed, his objective 
impediment to coming to God is removed. Also his subjective 
reaction to, and hatred of God is removed. He can now love God “We 
love because He first loved us”. 

When the brake and grip of guilt is removed man is freed from 
the accusation and condemnation of the law (Rom. 8:1, Gal. 2:16f, 
Rom. 5:1, 6:7). This releases him from fear of death (Heb. 2:14–15). 
He can now be exactly what God has created him to be the child of 
the Father, and can be obedient to the will and plan of God. He can 
relate to God, to himself, and to others, as also his functional 
universe, in a true way. His powers which operate as he reflects God, 
now come into operation. He is truly a man. He is a new creation (II 
Cor. 5:17) and is in the very Kingdom of God (Col. 1:13). He relates 
to God as Creator, Father, Redeemer and Restorer. He relates to 
himself as God’s loved one. He relates to others as those of the 
family of God, especially the elect people of God, and he relates to 
the universe, perceiving its functional and purposive nature. He 
comes under God’s mandate for man, and seeks to glorify God. 

Of course this is contested, since evil powers do not lightly let 
go of him. He battles in the realm of conflict, his fight being one of 
faith. However he has found himself because he has found God. He 
now can only know more and more of God, and so, more and more of 
himself. The entrance into all this is, as we have suggested – 
repentance, faith, conversion,–and so,  
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new birth. See Luke 24:44f. Acts 2:38, 3:19, 10:44, 11:18, 16:31, 
17:30, John 3:3f, II Cor. 5:17, Gal. 6:15, Titus 3:3–7. 

 
Note: New Creation books “Can a Man Know God”, “Commanded Repentance 

and Full Forgiveness” relate to this subject. Relevant sections in “In 
Understanding be Men” and articles on Man in Bible dictionaries will, 
amongst other sources be helpful. 
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3: THE TRANSFORMED MIND 

1. Introduction: The Meaning of Repentance 
This study is all about repentance. The word for repentance is 
“metanoia”. It means, literally, “a change of mind”, ie. a change of 
understanding, attitude, intelligence. The word “transformed” is the 
word used for the transfiguration of Jesus (cf. Matt. 17:2). This word 
is also used in Romans 12:2, and II Cor. 3:18. It is the word 
“metamorphis” and means “change of form”. Repentance, then, is a 
change of mind from its former state or attitude. 
 
It is not sorrow for sin, turning away from sin, or turning, or 
converting. These are its natural accompaniments, normally but 
should not be confused with the act of repentance itself. 

2. The Importance of Repentance 
This is seen by the fact that first John the Baptist (Matt. 3:2) and then 
Jesus (Mark 1:14–15) commanded repentance. Jesus spoke of it (e.g. 
Luke 13:1–5, 15:10), and on rising from the dead stated that the 
Scriptures prophesied that such repentance would be preached in all 
the world (Luke 24:44–47). Peter preached it (Acts 2:38, 3:19, cf. 
5:30–31, 10:42–11:18). So did Paul (Acts 17:30, 20:21, 26: 20). He 
spoke of it in his epistles – II Cor. 7: 10, II Tim. 2:25). In Hebrews 
6:1, 4, 12:17 we read of it, and it is mentioned about 12 times in the 
book of the Revelation. The command for repentance is universal 
(Acts 17:30), and the  
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commission to preach it is world–wide (Luke 24:44f). Its importance 
is thus shown. 

3. The Nature of Repentance 
We have said that it means “change of mind”. We have also said it is 
not, technically, “turning around” or even “turning away”. In the OT 
it is associated with turning away from sins, eg. Ezek. 14:6, and I 
Kings 8:47. In the New Testament the order is:– 
 

(i)  Repent 
(ii)  Turn away from sin  
(iii) Be converted 
(iv) Receive the Spirit 
 

This can be seen in Acts 2:38, 3:19, 20:21, 26:18–20. In Acts 20:21 
repentance precedes faith. In Acts 26:20 repentance is followed by, 
and attested to by the fruit of works. Cf. Matt. 3:7–9. John the Baptist 
demanded of some people this fruit before he would baptise them 
with the baptism of repentance. 
 
What we must see is that something stimulates or evokes repentance. 
This is most important. For example John the Baptist made the 
beautiful offer of the Kingdom, or, rather, announced its immediacy. 
Israel had long looked for the coming of the Kingdom, and so that 
announcement–for the most part–would have thrilled them. Even the 
Sadducees came looking for the baptism, but not from their hearts, 
since they did not really believe the Kingdom. Hence John took a 
harder line. They had to repent, if not from joy, then from fear. This 
is likewise seen in Luke 13:1f. 
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We have many beautiful examples of evoked repentance in the New 
Testament. For example the prodigal son of Luke 15. In this passage 
the importance of repentance is heavily stressed. ‘There is joy in 
heaven over such repentance. Likewise following Matthew’s 
conversion (Luke 5:27–39), Jesus stresses that repentance brings 
sinners to God. Both Matthew and his publican friends had been 
evoked to repentance. Whilst fear was undoubtedly present on the 
day of Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:37) yet it was the promise of sins 
forgiven, and the gift of the Spirit which evoked repentance. 
Similarly in Acts 3:19f.. Other examples of evoked repentance are 
Zaccheus, the house of Cornelius, and—most famous of all—the 
thief on the Cross. It would be true to say that passages such as Acts 
6:7 and 15:1f, indicate that priests, Levites and Pharisees had ‘been 
converted, and this was surely evoked by the Cross. 
 
We also see that repentance is effected by the ministry of the Spirit. 
John 16:7–11 shows that convicting work is that of the Spirit. In I 
Cor. 2:9–13, and 12:3 we see that the work of revelation, is also of 
the Spirit. Acts 10:42–11:18 is particularly revealing. Here the 
command to repent is not recorded, but Acts 11:18 shows that the 
group repented. Hence we assumed that repentance is a deep work of 
the Spirit. In passages such as Acts 3:19, 22:16, 15:8–9, as also Titus 
3:3–7, there is a work of cleansing which is likewise associated with 
the Spirit. Hence we conclude that the initial complex of events such 
as repentance, faith, conversion, forgiveness, cleansing, regeneration, 
reception of the Spirit, are all in one cluster, and it is probably not 
possible to relate their order. They are of a simultaneous act, but all 
are of the Spirit. 
 
We have to see – under the nature of repentance –that repentance is a 
gift. This is stated clearly  
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in Acts 5:31, and 11:18. The first reference speaks of the gift being 
given to Israel; the second of it being given to the Gentiles. The 
leaders of Israel had questioned John the Baptist as to his authority to 
demand repentance, and effect its baptism. Likewise the Sanhedrin 
had been angry at the disciples teaching of repentance. Did Israel 
need to repent? The answer is: yes. To demand repentance was 
virtually saying that God’s people needed repentance. When 
repentance was given as a gift to Israel it meant that a new event had 
happened, and that God was calling all His people to repentance. 
When the gift was given to the Gentiles it was most significant. 
Gentiles would now be able (and should) to repent of their 
generations of God–rejection. They were enabled to enter the people 
of God, and be within the Kingdom. This was why the Jews at 
Jerusalem were moved with such wonder (read Acts 11:1–18). We 
already saw in Luke 5:33f. that repentance occasions great joy. 
Repentance, then, was now a universal possibility. 
 
Because repentance is a gift, it does not mean that one can say, when 
one does not repent, “Oh, I never had the gift, and so I did not 
repent”. The fact that repentance is a gift – not withheld from any –
means that all men are under judgement, who do not repent. 

4. The Object of Repentance 
Acts 20:21 speaks of “repentance towards God”. This must mean that 
men – Paul says “both Jews and Gentiles” – must change their minds 
about God, that is they must now see Him as He is. Romans 1:19–32 
shows that man denied the true nature of God and turned from Him. 
Repentance, then, means seeing God as He is, acknowledging Him as 
such, and becoming obedient to Him. It is most significant that  
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repentance is often related to the Fatherhood of God. In Acts 17:24–
30 men are to repent, not just of sins as such, but of making idols, as 
they had refused to see God as Father, not acknowledging that they 
were His offspring. Here evocation lies in the fact of His Fatherhood. 
In the story of the prodigal son, evocation to repentance again lies in 
Fatherhood. Note that the son clearly acknowledges his sin which can 
be defined as unfilial action. Again, the thief on the Cross repents 
when he hears Jesus say “Father!” Evocation here is powerful. We 
may similarly conclude that the Sermon on the Mount was the basis 
of Matthew’s conversion. He it is who records it in detail, and he 
heard it before his act of repentance. 

5. Repentance, Penitence, and Remorse 
Unfortunately for the church, Jerome, in the Latin Vulgate, translated 
Luke 13:5 “unless you repent” as “unless you do penance”. This left 
its mark historically on the thinking of man. Penance has three 
elements – contrition (sorrow for sin), and would lead naturally to 
confession (acknowledgment of sin), but satisfaction cannot be given 
for sin, by man, to God. Only Christ can do that – on the Cross. 
Whilst “satisfaction” is generally demanded as a proof of genuine 
repentance, it has unfortunately become a form of satisfaction, thus 
replacing the Cross. In one sense repentance is a change of mind 
which is so total, that it cannot be said to happen again, for the 
believer. It is both initial and principial in his experience. 
Nevertheless there are times when believers are told to repent, and 
this virtually means “to be consistent with your initial repentance”. 
 
Finally, remorse and repentance are entirely different things. The 
former is pride regretting its  
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failure, and the second is the brokenness of man before God because 
of his failure. I Samuel 15 is the classic passage where we see 
remorse (Saul’s) and Psalm 51 where we see repentance (David’s). 
Repentance is of the Spirit, and remorse is of man. 
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4: HOW FREE IS FREE? 

1. Introduction: The Promise of Freedom 
This study is all about forgiveness. Forgiveness is that personal act of 
God which sets us free from the penalty, pollution and power of sin. 
Sin is first a personal act against God, whether consciously intended 
to be or not. See Psalm 51:4, 41:4, II Sam. 12:13, etc. Forgiveness is 
impossible without the Cross, because sin is also a violation of the 
law, and “the soul that sinneth, it shall die”. God also is unswerving 
in the matter of judgement, since He cannot be detached from His 
law. Hab. 1:13 shows that He judges also sin. Scripture shows Him 
saying, “I will by no means acquit the guilty”. Nahum 1:2, Exodus 
34:7, etc. 

2. The Promise of Freedom From Sins 
Jesus’ famous promise is, “He who commits sin is the bondslave of 
sin, but if the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed”. 
Also in the same context He says, “You shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free”. See John 8:31–36. The angel told 
Matthew, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins”. 
 
Matt. 1:21. John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world”. John 1:29. Jesus said, “This is my 
blood shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins”. Matt. 
26:28. At Pentecost the apostles said, “Repent,  
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and be baptised everyone of you for the remission of sins”. Such a 
promise is repeated in Acts 3:19, 26, as also in 10:42f., 5:30–31, 
13:38–39, 22:16, etc. In the Old Testament these promises were 
inherent in the promised New Covenant, eg. Jer. 31:31–34, Ezekiel 
36:24–28, Zech. 13:1, etc. 

3. Freedom By Forgiveness 
There is no such thing as a gratuitous forgiveness in the Bible. We 
mean that forgiveness is not ladled out by God, as though it were 
man’s right, and God’s responsibility to give it. The principle, 
“Almost all things in the law were purified by blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins”: (Heb.9:22, cf. 
Acts 13:38–39) shows that sin was a serious thing, and was death–
dealing, requiring life to be given in its place. 
 
When, then, Jesus in Matthew 9:2 says, to the paralysed man, “Take 
heart my son, your sins are forgiven:”, he is accused of blasphemy. 
Also (Luke 7: 47) when he says of a prostitute, “Her sins which are 
many are forgiven:”, they ask, ironically, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” Likewise John the Baptist is severely questioned by 
the authorities of Israel as to his own authority to exercise a baptism 
of repentance which is “with a view to the remission of sins”, seeing 
this also is against the ancient sacrificial system. See John 1:19–28. 
We see, then, that the promise of such free forgiveness would seem 
like near blasphemy to the Jewish leaders. The only justification 
Jesus could have in promising such would be that he was truly 
Messiah, and that the New Covenant was about to be established, in 
which case the old covenant, given to Moses by God (cf. Exodus 34) 
would now be outmoded. The Jewish leaders lived in constant fear 
that Jesus  
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was seeking to outmode the vast sacrificial system. 
 

How does Forgiveness Free a Man? 
To answer this we must see the true nature of sin.’ Sin is primarily 
that which causes man to die to God, and which then is the 
expression of his “death–relationship”. Adam died to God (cf. Gen. 
2:17, 3:1–6, II Cor. 5:15), and so man is said to be dead – Rom. 5:12, 
cf. Ephes. 2:1, 6, 11–14, Heb. 6:1, 9:14, etc. Whilst he is dead to 
God, he is very much aware of God’s existence and nature. Hence his 
acts of sin are active rebellion against Him. Rom. 1:19–32 show the 
stages of man’s evil actions, as he seeks by overt acts, and inner 
attitudes to suppress the truth (ie. “things as they really are”). See 
also Jer. 17:9, Mark 7:21f., Rom. 3:9–18, Gen. 6:5, 8:21. 
Because of these sins man is guilty. Guilt works in the following two 
ways:– 
(i) Man is guilty for not being, in God’s functional world, a true 

functional person (or, existent), he having “fallen short of the 
glory of God”, meaning that he is not fulfilling the purpose for 
which he was created.. This guilt is very real, and, 
unfortunately, has not been taken into account by such people 
as psychiatrists, etc. 

(ii) Man is personally guilty for the wrong acts he does. He has 
broken the unchanging law of God. This guilt is very deep. 
Also, since the law cannot be separated from God he is 
personally a sinner against God. We can say that his guilt is as 
high, and wide and deep as is the holiness of God. 
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Experiences of such guilt are seen in the case of Isaiah (ch. 6), the 
prodigal son (Luke 15) and the tax–gatherer (Luke 18:9–14). The 
classic example is that of David, as seen in Psalm 51. To forgive a 
man is to free him from guilt. The whole power of sin lies in guilt. 
This point should be studied closely in Romans 6:7–14,  
I Cor. 15:55–58. 
 

The Power of Sin 
 
Jesus said, “If a man commits sin, he is the bondslave of sin”. He 
meant that only the obedient son is truly free. He who commits sin 
forfeits his sonship, and becomes a sinner, ie. one who is no son. Sin 
has its power by reason of:– 

(i) Penalty 
 
Man lives in fear of death and judgement, and so evil has power. Cf. 
Heb. 2:14–15, I John 4:18, I Cor. 15:55–57. 

(ii) Pollution 
Man was made for purity and to see God in such a state. Gen. 1:26f., 
I Cor. 11:7, Matt. 5:8 etc. and in his being really abhors pollution. 
This can be seen from David’s cry of Psalm 51:6–7, 10. Pollution 
bears in deeply upon man, seeing that by nature he cannot be at peace 
in this state. His whole heart is filled with the results of his iniquity. 
He cannot manufacture a moral detergent. 

(iii) Perversion 
Romans 1:19–32 is a brilliant explanation of the nature of sin in its 
forms of perversion. Sin goes directly counter to:– 
 

(a)  The nature of God.  
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(b) The nature of man. 
(c) The nature of the universe. 

 
Idolatry is a powerful tyrant: perversion warps the personality: habit 
ingrains itself deeply. Man is gripped by Sin. 
Further to this man is dominated, by reason of his guilt, by the 
powers of darkness – Satan (Heb. 2:14–15, cf. I John 5:19, Ephes. 
2:1–3, II Cor. 4:4) – The World Powers (Gal. 1:4, Col. 2:14–15) – the 
World (Gal. 1:4, I John 2:15 etc.) – Sin Itself (Rom. 3:9, John 8:31–
36, I Cor. 15:56–57) – Flesh (Rom. 8: 5–8, Gal. 5:24, Ephes. 2:3) – 
Death (Heb. 2:14–15, I Cor. 15:55–56). 

4. The Act of Liberation 
Jesus’ statement, “This is my blood which is shed for you and for 
many for the remission of sins”, is the same as John’s “Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” That is 
according to I Peter 2:24 he actually bears our sins in His body, on 
the Cross. Isaiah 53:6 says God has laid all our iniquities on Him. 
Romans 3:25, I John 4:10. Isaiah 53:4, cf. Matt. 26:31 and Zech. 13:7 
indicate that God has made him to be the propitiation for sin. II Cor. 
5:21 says God made him to be sin for us. I Peter 3:18 says “he 
suffered the just for the unjust” whilst Rom. 6:6 says that the old 
Adamic humanity was taken up into his Cross and destroyed. Gal. 
2:20 speaks of a personal crucifixion (which is legal, ie. relating to 
penalty) which destroys the death of one who now believes. Gal. 6: 
14 speaks of the world being crucified; Gal. 5:24 of the flesh being 
crucified. Col. 2:14–15 speaks of the world powers being defeated by 
the Cross when man’s guilt is borne. John 12:31, Heb. 2:14–15,  
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cf. John 14:30–31, 16:11 indicate that Satan is defeated by the Cross. 
In these events, then, man is liberated. 

(a) His penalty has been borne: this frees him from guilt (Romans 
5:1, 8:1–2,32f., Gal. 2:16f. Rom. 6:7. 

(b) His pollution has been purified – Heb. 1:3, 9:14, etc. 

(c) His perversion has been reversed – I Cor. 6:9–11, Titus 3:3–7 
etc. 

Hence man is now free. Forgiveness is that free act of God, whereby, 
because Christ has borne the sins of man, God may in justice show 
forth His love by freely forgiving sins. How free is free? Man is 
totally free from guilt, restored to full relationship with God, himself, 
and his universe. True, the totality of this will be consummated in the 
end–time, but in the now–time it is a full experience. Man, freed from 
sin, is free to obey. In obedience he richly experiences and expresses 
his freedom. 
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5: FULLY FINDING THE FATHER 

1. Introduction: God Is Father 
Ephes. 3:14 has it – “God the Father, of whom all fatherhood (or, 
familyhood) in heaven and earth is named (or, derived)”. Ephes. 4:6 
says, “One God and Father of us all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in all”. At least for NT Christians God is Father. Yet in the 
OT He is also seen as Father:– 
 

(a) He is Father to Israel, as seen in passages such as Exodus 
4:22–23, Hosea 11:1, and Isa. 63: 16, 64:8, Mal. 2:10. 

 
(b) He is Father personally to persons within His people 

Israel, eg. Jer. 3:19, Deut. 14:1, etc. 
 
The New Testament view of God as Father relates to His 
Creatorhood. This is seen in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. chs. 5–
7, and Acts 17:24–28, cf. Matt. 5:43–48 especially. 
 
Yet, even over and above these significant passages is the thesis set 
forward in Ephesians (1:3–14) that God purposed, before the creation 
to make us His sons through Christ Jesus. Whilst Adam was 
undoubtedly the father of the human race, and is also called “the son 
of God” (see Luke 3:38), yet it is Christ that the Father proposed to 
form His family (cf. Ephes. 2:11–22). This means that the phrase 
“our Father, our Redeemer from eternity” (Isaiah 63: 16) is true of 
God. We say then that in creation He  
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is expressing His essential nature – as Father. 
That He is essentially Father is clear from the fact that the Son 
always was, hence God was always Father. It is this ‘Fatherhood He 
is determined to reveal in creation, redemption, and the final 
restoration of His universe. To do so He works with His Son, and the 
Spirit who is known as “the Spirit of the Father”, and “the Spirit of 
His Son” (Matt. 10:20, Gal. 4:6). 

2.  Man and The Loss of Sonship 
Adam was a son of God, as we have seen. Acts 17:24–28 shows us 
that man was originated as a son, and as such should worship God as 
Father. Adam refused the full authority of God as Father, and chose 
to be independent of Him. In Romans 1:19ff., we have a description 
of man’s Rejection of the essential nature of God as Father. When 
man rejected this, he really rejected his own essential being – as a 
son. So he became a perversion of a true man, and a true son. He now 
no longer sees God as Father, because he has substituted his own 
idols for God, be these actual idols, or images of the mind. An idol is 
anything which substituted for that true nature of God as Father. It is 
anything which becomes the trust and dependency object of the 
worshipper. What man needs in his depths (cf. Psalm 42:1–2, 63:1, 
84:2) is the Fatherhood of God, but to admit this and to seek Him as 
Father would ultimately call upon man to be a son in action, i.e. to be 
obedient to God as Father, eg. Gen 1:28ff. 
We have observed that the loss of sonship, is the loss of true, and 
essential human being. Hence man, as an existent in the universe is 
awry. Sin we may then call “unfilial action” or “unfilial 
disobedience”. His need, so that he can be true and whole,  
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is to know God as Father. Another matter which relates closely to this 
is his being in the true family. Man cannot be truly himself unless he 
is in the full family – as created. However, since all this family is in 
Adam, and in some sense in Satan (cf. John 8:44, I John 3:10ff.) it 
has neither memory of God as Father, nor does it desire to know Him 
in this capacity. 

3.  “The Father Ever Seeketh” 
Since God is “our Father, our Redeemer from eternity”, He, by 
nature, goes out to seek His children, through redemption. It has been 
said that “God is the Father of all men, but not all men are the 
children of God”. It is true that they are children by origination, but 
not by (and in) relationship. They are, as the father said of his 
prodigal son, both “lost” and “dead”. Structured to be sons, they are 
not. In this lies their anguish, as well as their folly and failure. They 
can never be complete until they are restored to sonship. They do not 
have a right to this sonship, but “the Father ever seeks such to 
worship Him”. See John 4:22ff. 
 
(i) The first initiative of the Father is to send the Son. This is seen 
clearly in such Scriptures as John 3:16, I John 3:16, 4:9–10, etc. The 
Son at Creation is the Mediator of Creation –see Col. 1:15–17, John 
1:1–3, Hebrews 1:2–3, I Cor. 8:5ff. He is also intended to be the 
Mediator of Creation, as is suggested in I Peter 1:20, Rev. 13: 8, I 
Cor. 2:6f., Ephes. 1:4–7, etc. Hence John 1: 14 shows that he reveals 
the Father as He is. John 1:18 says he declares the Father. John 5:17–
19, with 8:28–29 says that the Son does nothing without the Father, 
whilst John 14:10 claims that what the Son does is that which first the 
Father does. John  
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3:35 and Matt. 11:27 show that the Father has given all things into 
the hand of the Son – he is to do all for man’s redemption in order to 
bring them to the Father. 
 
Hence John 14:6 is of the utmost importance. Jesus is the way to the 
Father, the life of the Father, and the truth of the Father. Apart from 
him no one knows anything of the Father, cannot walk to Him, nor 
receive His life. Jesus shows the glory of the Father by what he does. 
This is most powerfully so in the act of the Cross. Hence John 17:1–5 
and Hebrews 2:9–10 are of the utmost importance. The glory of 
God’s Fatherhood is shown in the Cross, by the Son. The Father has 
initiated the act of propitiation (cf. I John 4:10, Rom 3:24f., etc.), and 
the Son fulfils it – John 10:17, 14:30–31. He is given the Father’s 
glory to do this, and so evidences that glory, being the Son. It is the 
Father’s glory that His Son suffers in order that the Father may 
redeem His children. In the act of the Cross we, at last, see the 
Father’s love and holiness. Hence Romans 5:2, Ephes. 2:18, Hebrews 
10:19–20 the Son becomes the way to the Father. The prodigals may 
now come to Him. 
 
(ii) It is also the initiative of the Father to send the Spirit. This is seen 
in the Spirit’s ministry in Creation, as the Agent. He is also the Agent 
of redemption, being at once the Spirit of the Father, and of the Son. 
In the OT he works not only in creation, but in all life. He is 
powerfully present in Israel, inspiring and enabling the patriarchs, the 
leaders of Israel, and no less the prophets by whom he prophesies of 
two elements (see I Peter 1:9–10, II Peter 1:21). 
 

(a) The day of Messiah and the Kingdom to come, and 

(b) The day of the universal out–pouring of the Spirit. 
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With the coming of Jesus the Spirit is most involved, being in his 
birth, baptism, temptation, ministry, death, resurrection, and 
ascension (cf. Luke 1:35, Matt. 3:17ff., Luke 4:1f., Acts 10:38, cf. 
Matt 12: 28, Heb. 9:14, Rom. 8:11, Ephes 1:19f). 
 
If men, seeing the Son in flesh and action could not really see Him as 
the Son, then it would need an Agent to make Him known to them. 
Hence the statements of Jesus concerning the Spirit in John chs. 14, 
15, and 16. The special passage is John 16:7–15. 
 
In this He both convicts and then glorifies. However the most 
essential thing is that he shows both the Father and the Son when he 
shows Jesus (John 16: 12–15). At Pentecost this happened, and so 
with further outpourings and ministries of the Spirit. Gal. 4:4–6 sums 
up perfectly the new knowledge man has of God as Father. The work 
of the Cross brings forgiveness and cleansing to man, so that he can 
be truly a son of God. The Spirit applies this work of the Cross, so 
that sonship is real (I Cor. 6:9–11, Titus 3:3ff). Hence one cries 
“Abba! Father!” echoing the cry of the Spirit within, who is saying 
the same thing. Men do not have nostalgia for relationship with God 
as Father. Henceforth, through the Son, and the Spirit, they do. Man 
has “come to himself”, and so now comes to the Father. 
 
Even more than this, he is now a member of the Family of God. Cf. 
Ephes. 2:18ff., I John 3:10, 14. In this way man has come into true 
personal being as a son of God, and a person relating to the family. 
He is in his true perspective, as man. He has fully found the Father; 
hence he is a total being. 
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6: THE FLOWING OF THE SPIRIT 

1.  Introduction: God The Fountain 
Jeremiah 2:13 (cf. Jer. 17:13, Psalm 36:9, Rev. 7: 17, 22:17) reveals 
that God is “the fountain of living waters. That is He is the true life 
which exists. From this life man is created (Gen. 2:7) and sustained. 
The “flowing of God” is eternal, and sustains the life which is given 
to man. Similarly man, created in the image of God is said to have 
the springs or issues of life, flowing from him. These springs or 
issues’ are the reflection, and, rightly understood, the expression of 
the True Fountain. This is to be in the image of God; this is to reflect 
God; this is to be a true human. See Proverbs 4:23, and cf. John 4:14, 
6:35, 7:38. 
Psalm 104:29–30 (cf. Job 34:14, 33:4, Ezek. 37:9) indicates that the 
Holy Spirit is God’s Agent in creation – the giving and sustaining of 
life. What we need to see, of course, is that that life is not merely 
existence, but the being and expressing of the nature of God, 
fulfilling God’s will, as He has planned we should do, so that all 
things will ultimately come to their right consummation (eg. Ephes. 
1:9–11). 

The Death of Man 
Genesis 2:17, 3:1–6’(cf. Ephes. 2:1–6, Romans 5:12ff, Heb. 6:1, 
9:14) indicate that man died a total death in the Fall. II Cor. 5:14–15 
show that although he was “alive to himself”, he was now “dead to 
God”. Hence his death is a relation one. That is he relates  
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to God, by creation, but dies to him by rebellion. This is clearly seen 
in his reaction to God (Gen. 2:17, cf. 3:7ff.) and is outlined in Rom. 
1:19–32. Just as he was a sparkling, living fountain, now he is a 
“muddied fountain” and “a polluted spring”. This is described in Jer. 
17:9, Gen. 6:5, 8:21, Mark 7:21. When we remember that the pure 
flowing fountain is the actional expression of God, then we can see 
that the polluted heart is the perversion of true, created manhood. 
Man is in a dire situation. It is in the light of this we must understand 
the person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

2. The Total Work of The Spirit 
The work of the Spirit must be seen as covering “from creation to 
(the new) creation”. It must be seen as purposive, progressive, and as 
part of the deliberate plan of God. The Old and New Testaments 
abound with references to, and descriptions of, the work of the Spirit. 
These cover:– 
 

(a) Creation 
(b) Providence 
(c)  The epochal ministries in the times of Adam, pre– and post– 

flood eras, the times of the patriarchs, of Israel, the prophets, 
the coming, life, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Christ, the last days, and the coming of Christ, and the 
ages which constitute eternity.  

 
He is the Agent of the Godhead in: 

(a) Creation 

(b) Redemption 

(c) Restoration  

This latter refers to the restoration of man, and  
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ultimately, of the entire creation. What concerns us in this study is 
the restoration of man. 

3. The Restoration of Man 
For man to be restored means he must be brought from death into 
life. He must have his polluted heart changed into a pure heart. He 
must relate primarily, not to himself, but to God. These changes 
cannot possibly be effected by human effort. God “requires truth in 
the inward parts”. (Psalm 51:6). In Jer. 31:31–34, and Ezek. 36:24–
28, cf. Zech. 13:1, God promises there will be given to man a new 
heart. In Ezek. 37:1–14 the Spirit will bring the dead to life. Jesus 
gives similar promises, in regard to the ministry of the Cross and the 
Spirit, and passages such as John 3:1–14, 4:13, 7:37–39, as also Titus 
3:3–7, 
I Cor. 6:9–11, II Cor. 3:6, 17, Romans 8:1–3 –amongst many – 
indicate that this has happened to man as a result of the Cross, 
Resurrection, and the coming of the Holy Spirit. The key to all this is 
the passage of John 16:7–15. 
In this passage Jesus describes the work of the Spirit as:– 
 

(a) The preliminary ministry of the conviction of sin, 
righteousness and judgement, and 
 
(b) The total revelation of Messiah and his Father. 
The effects of these two ministries (which are the one) is to 
bring man into:– 

 
(i)  Regeneration, and 
(ii)  To God as Father.  

 
Let us consider the work of the Spirit. 
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(i) Regeneration 
This means re–birth, new ‘birth, the renewal of the image of God in 
man. It relates to repentance, faith, forgiveness of sins, the receiving 
of new life, the cleansing of the heart, justification and sanctification– 
New birth was commanded by Jesus (John 3:3f.) and passages such 
as II Cor. 5:15, 17, Gal. 6:15, I Peter 1:23, cf. Ephes 2:1, 6, Heb. 9: 
14, show that it has happened as a result of the work of Christ. When 
we consider that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of life (II Cor. 3:6, Rom. 
8’:1–3, Ezek. 37:1–14) then we know this a work of the Spirit. The 
event of new birth happens as a result of the work of the Spirit 
revealing Christ. Conviction is the first work of the Spirit (John 16:7–
11). Repentance is a work of the Spirit, as seen in Acts 10:42 – 11:18 
(cf. 5:30–31). Faith is a gift of God (Ephes. 2:8–10, Phil. 1:29), and is 
evoked by the Spirit’s revelation of the Son and Father (cf. John 
16:12–15). Forgiveness and justification are gifts of God, mediated 
through the Spirit (cf. Acts 10:42f., 5:30–31). New birth is by the 
Spirit (John 3:6, Titus 3:3–5), as also is sanctification (I Cor. 6:11), 
this being the “new heart” predicted and promised in Ezekiel 36:24–
28 (cf. Jer. 31:31–34). All of these works belong to the one complex 
of events, and are often given a title such as “conversion”, “new 
birth”, “justification” etc. 
One cannot be present without the other. 

(ii) Sonship 
The work of redemption and sonship are beautifully indicated in Gal. 
4:4–6. In Gal. 3:26 Paul shows that sonship is by faith in Christ. In 
John 14:6 (cf. John 3:35, Matt. 11:27) Jesus claimed to be uniquely 
the way to the Father. Romans 8:14–17 shows that the Spirit brings 
knowledge of God as  
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Father, and personal experience of Him as such. It must be seen from 
passages such as I Cor. 6:9–11, Titus 3:1–7, Acts 15:9, etc. that 
sonship is not effected but by the total work regeneration, including 
cleansing from guilt and pollution. Notice, too, that sonship relates to 
the principle of the family of God (cf. Ephes. 2:18, Matt. 10:20 etc.). 

4. The Mode of The Spirit’s Work 
The Spirit, as we have seen, is purposively at work in all history. He 
is Agent of all God’s plan, as the Son is its effective Mediator. The 
Son works to effect the plan, and the Spirit to apply the work of the 
Spirit of Truth, and leads into all truth, for man both denied the truth 
(Romans 1:18) and cannot, of himself see the truth, eg. II Cor. 4:4, cf. 
Rom. 1:19ff, I Cor. 2:9–14, John 3:1f. The Spirit is present in all the 
work of Christ – such as his conception, baptism, temptation, 
ministry, death, resurrection and ascension. He was intimately 
present in this, leading, directing, and enabling the man Jesus. Hence 
He is – being the Spirit of truth and its revelation – able to reveal to 
us, effectively, the Gospel. He confronts man with this, and man must 
repent – or else! (Cf. Luke 13:1f., Acts 17: 30, etc.). 

5. The New Flowing of Man 
The promise and prediction of Jesus of “a fountain” and “the flowing 
of rivers of living water” (John 4:14,’7:37–39) relate to the promise 
of the Kingdom, the outpouring (or baptism) of the Spirit. This 
‘promise and event relates to power (Acts 1:8, cf. Acts ch. 2, I Cor. 
2:5, I Thess. 1:5 etc.) and effective ministry in the “testimony of 
Jesus”. 
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This experience means that man is restored to life, hence the image of 
God in man now comes into dynamic and effective operation. From 
man now flow the “issues of life”. His heart, which is cleansed and 
renewed is operative in obedience to God within His plan. This 
relates to the proclamation of the Gospel, and the winning of the 
nations, in accordance with the predictions and command of Christ. 
The elements of repentance, faith, forgiveness and new life are all, in 
themselves, and their purpose, dynamic. 
 
Hence the new man in Christ is commanded to walk in the Spirit, be 
led by the Spirit, and to be (continually) filled with the Spirit. See 
Gall 5:16, 18, 25, Ephes. 5:18. Only then is his sonship fresh and real 
to him (cf. Romans 8:14–17). In the full knowledge of God as Father, 
and in the ministry of the Body of Christ, with the gifts which the 
Spirit distributes, regenerated man comes to know and express the 
purpose for which God created him. It can be said, then that man 
flows with the Spirit. 
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7: THE DYNAMICS OF LOVE 

1.  Introduction: The Nature of Love 
Whilst, at this point, we offer no descriptions of love, we see (I John 
4:8, 16) that “God is love”. This is not merely a theological 
proposition or idea, but a powerful practical fact. God is pure action, 
and so His action is all love. Let us then look at the following:– 

(i) God and the Nature of Love 
God, being love, has all His action in this fact. Hence when He plans 
the world, He plans it in love (Ephes. 1:3–7). His goal for it is the 
love goal 
– ie., all things unified, completed, and reconciled – Ephes. 1:9–11, 
Col. 1:19–21, Ephes. 1:20–21. His wrath is not contrary to His love 
but rather springs out of anger at the perversion of His true universe, 
and the suppression of essential truth (cf. Romans 1:18, 2:4–5). His 
love must ultimately win. His creation is in love, and for love, eg. 
Gen. 1:31, Eccles. 3:11, I Tim. 4:4, 6:17, etc. 

(ii) Man and the Nature Of love 
Man is created for love. This principle of love is inwritten into 
creation – Gen. 1:31, cf. Deut. 6:4, I John 2:7ff, cf. John 13:34, 
15:12, 17. Man is created primarily for love. When he truly knows 
God, he knows love. Being in God’s image (I Cor. 11:7, Gen. 1:26), 
he is intended to reflect love. 
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This leads us to:– 

(iii) The Creation, Law, and the Nature of love 
All things, created, are “good”. Essentially they are not evil. The 
pattern of the universe is after the nature of God (Rom. 1:19, Psalm 
19:1, etc.). Hence the universe is essentially harmonious and not in 
itself hostile to man. Paul says that the fulfilling of the law is love. 
He means “love is the fulness of the law”, ie. the law’s true essence is 
love. Hence we understand that the law/s by which the universe 
operates is love. Paul can say, “The whole law is summed up in one 
fact, you shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
Conclusion:– The true created essence of all things is love. Man, the 
universe, and its laws all harmonise in and with the nature of God. 
Man is truly man when he loves. He relates in the actions of love to 
God, himself, others, and the creation as a whole. 

2. The Loss of Love 
When man refused the glory of God (Rom. 1:19) he refused the true 
glory of himself, since he is in the image of God. Hence he cannot 
find himself. 
In this sense love is abhorrent to him. Thus Rom. 1:19ff, (cf. Rom. 
3:9–20) shows that he increasingly departs from the norm of the 
universe, becomes perverted in many ways, and actually comes to 
hate God. Thus no one seeks after God, and no one knows Him. 
Romans 5:10, Col. 1:20–21 (cf. Rom. 1:30) show that he becomes 
God’s enemy. Thus he must be –in some sense – the enemy of all, 
including himself. Whilst this may seem an extreme assessment, yet 
in principle it is universally so. The current news  
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of the world is always general neglect of the worship of God, often 
open hostility to Him, and then a horrible mess in human 
relationships, leading to wars, genocides, homicides, rape, gossip and 
so on all elements of hate, the loss of true love. 

3. The New Revelation of Love 
The statement, “God is love” does not necessarily find acceptance or 
understanding. Men easily see in the actions of others, in the 
prevalent cruelty and selfishness, anything but love. As we have said, 
“Love is actional”, i.e. it is seen and experienced by actions. Man’s 
lost view of God is intended to be restored by the action of God in 
sending His Son for the remission of sins. This is stated often, e.g. 
John 3:16, I John 3:16, 4:9–10, Ephes. 2:4–6. This revelation of love 
involved the action of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Not only 
does the Father send the Son, deliberately making him the 
propitiation for sins, but He intends this act to be the revelation of 
His own love. Likewise the Son gives himself up for all, but says the 
Spirit will reveal the full truth and significance of this act. Not only is 
the Spirit present in the work of the Father, and the Son, but He 
“applies” these works, so that man experiences the love of God, e.g. I 
Cor. 6:9–11, Titus 3:3–7, so that God’s love can be said to be poured 
into our hearts (Rom. 5:5) and we know love by the Spirit – I John 
4:13, cf. Gal. 5:22–23. 
 
In fact it is the Spirit who applies the work of the Father by making 
forgiveness real and effective within us. Hence we know God as love. 
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4. The Goal of Love 
Ephes. 1:3–7 shows that God intended His love to be known and 
fulfilled by the redemption of man, and the ultimate restoration of the 
universe to true unity. Unity is primary. Hence God plans to unite all 
things in Christ, to reconcile them all in him. Jesus himself prays for 
the full unity of the church, and his prayer must ultimately be fully 
answered. 
 
We must not think, then, of history, simply as it appears. The eyes of 
faith see that God’s holiness, justice, wrath, as well as His love are 
outworking, and will culminate in the final act of the unification of 
all things. God – Father, Son, and Spirit had created these “all 
things”, and it is reasonable to believe God will restore them. The 
mystery of things outside this unification can only be solved for those 
who understand the nature of holiness and true justice. 
 
However all this may be, God’s people are committed to the life and 
acts of love. They may, then, understand them as contributory to the 
end, and the action of history – in which they are involved – to be,’ at 
the very least, processive. 

5. The Modes of Love 
Love is primarily known by fallen man, through the .simple act of 
God’s forgiveness (cf. Jer. 31:31–34, Luke 7:47f., I John 4:10 etc.). 
Hence man must experience forgiveness (cleansing, justification, 
etc.) in order to experience love. The principle is (I John 4:19) “We 
love because He first loved us”, i.e. we love God, ourselves, our 
fellows, and we then express the image of God. One powerful 
principle is:– We know God’s love by forgiveness; others will also 
know our love by our forgiveness. 
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Scripture tells us that God cares for us enough to discern our needs 
and to supply them. These needs are creation, personal, as also they 
relate to the taking away of our sins, and the moral care of us who 
know daily conflict with evil. Likewise the human mode of love is to 
care for others, seeking to discern their needs, and where possible to 
fulfil them. God’s love is shown by giving. “God so loved that He 
gave”. Loving is giving, although not all giving is loving. Hence the 
human mode of love (God’s love working in and through us) must be 
by giving where there is need. “Let us not love in thought or in word, 
but in deed”. Again love is evidenced and effective by the use of 
gifts. These can be both “natural” and “supernatural”. Love, being the 
deed which meets the need, has to give out of its gifts, since some 
needs are outside the normal run of things. Love can be merely an 
abstraction, in the mind of some preacher or pious person. When it 
gets into action it is very concrete. 
 
I Cor. ch. 13 is known as the locus classicus of love. It tells us what 
love is and is not. It says “Love bears all things; believes all things; 
hopes all things, endures all things”. In practice this means that love 
covers the failures of others, taking them into itself, and so to speak, 
neutralising them. Believing all things is to believe the person for 
what he can and is being – at depth, faith all–seeing, knows this is so. 
Hopes all things is a looking to the end, knowing it will be successful 
–all appearances to the contrary. Endures means that love receives 
hatred, persecution, and hurt, but does not retaliate. It simply endures, 
as did Christ on the Cross, and Stephen in the face of his murderers. 
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Hence we see that love is no mere abstraction, but the most dynamic 
of all things. No wonder, for it is the very nature of God. One day its 
victory will be seen, since “enduring, believing, hoping and bearing” 
are primarily that of God, intended to produce the ultimate, and 
voluntary, unity of all things, ie. the things which are in Christ, His 
universe, and his elect. 
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8: THE POWER AND THE GLORY. 

1. Introduction 
When we pray “Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven” we 
mean that earth will become – in obedience to God – as is heaven 
itself. In the Revelation (chs. 21 and 22) we see this happening. 
Hence when we conclude “Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and 
the glory” this is full of meaning. It means:– 

(a) God will be vindicated 

That is, no matter how strange and terrible the happenings of history, 
God is right, and has done well. 

(b) Evil will be defeated 

The closing chapters of the Revelation show evil has been overcome. 
Evil will not ultimately triumph. 

(c) The universe will be regenerated to perfection 

It will be changed from a state of decay and corruption to one of 
incorruptibility. 

(d) Man will reach the intended goal of perfection 

That is, he will be personally a son of the Father, and corporately the 
family of the Father. 
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Thus we see that God has triumphed. At the deeper level we will 
realise that “the judge of all the earth has done right”.– Faith alone 
sees this now, but then it will be apparent to sight. Hence, “Every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 
the glory of the Father.” 

2. The Importance of Prophecy 
In our studies we have seen:– 
 
(a) Prophecy is the voice of God articulated through His 
servants. 
 
Exodus 7:  1–2, 4: 16 
 
(b) God does nothing but what He first shows it to the prophets, 
and so to mankind. 
 
Amos 3:7, cf. Gen. 18:17, Jer. 23:22, Dan. 9:22, Rev. 10:7. 
 
(c) His prophets have been since the world began 
 
That is, the plan and action of God has always been made known. 
Acts 3:21, Rev. 10:7 etc. 
 
(d) Prophecy which has always been, will continue to be known 

until the end. 
 Cf. Rev. 1:3, 19:10, 11:1f. 
 
From these points we adduce the truth that mankind can, if it will, 
know what God is about, what the end will be, and the warnings and 
encouragements which come from prophecy. We mean that history is 
not an unexplained puzzle. All God’s power and operations are 
purposive. We must be part of the plan. 
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3. The Present Process of History 
In Acts 1:8 Jesus said that his people would be witnesses to him 
commencing at Jerusalem, spreading to all Judea, fanning out 
through Samaria, and ultimately reaching the remotest parts of the 
earth. In Luke 24:44–47 he says that the message will be “repentance 
and remission of sins”. In Matthew 28:18ff. he says that nations will 
become the disciples of him, and will observe his commands. This is 
the present age in which the Gospel is being preached. 
In I Cor. 15:2–28 we see that a present process is happening. The 
Lord Christ is overcoming all the nations, and will ultimately subdue 
them. This is supported by Rev. 11:15 cf. 12:10. It accords will Phil. 
2:9–11. This process is by means of the church, cf. Ephes. 3:10–11. 
The conclusion will come, when God’s plan is completed, as we see 
in Rev. 10:1–7. When the Gospel has been preached to all the 
nations, that end will come. 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:– We have to confess that there are differences of interpretation as to the 
process by which the end comes. These spring from the reading of 
Revelation 20 where a millennium is mentioned. Some see this as an 
actual period of 1000 years. They see Christ reigning over an earthly 
Kingdom. Others see this as the victorious reigning of Christ because of 
his Cross victory, and do not see it as a period which intrudes in seen 
history. Some see it before the period of tribulation and some as after. 
We must face the fact of these differences. All, however, agree that the 
end will come, and God’s triumph be shown very clearly. 
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The Present Process in Creation 
In Romans 8:18–25 we are told that the actual creation suffers 
because it is in subjection to decay (corruption). That is, the creation 
is not in the form in which it was created, nor in which it will be. It is 
subjected to futility. However it will be liberated into incorruption, 
when the sons of 
God come into their glorious freedom. Creation, at the moment has 
within it – hope! Even though we may not see this, creation is 
expectant with hope. It groans because it wishes to see its own release 
when obviously it will be fully to the praise of His glory. 
The Present Process in Redeemed Man 
 
In I Cor. 2:6–10 Paul speaks of:– 
 

(a) God’s plan for our glorification.  

(b) The actual things of that glory. 

(c) The revelation of them by the Spirit. 

 
Man’s ultimate end is, like the universe, to be to the Praise of His 
glory (Ephes. 1:3–7, 12–14, Isa. 43:6–7). Man will be glorified 
(Rom. 8:30, I John 3:1–3, Phil. 3:21). This means that man will be in 
the full image of God. He will be incorruptible, never seeing death 
(Cf. I Cor. 15:51ff.). 
 
What we are concerned with is the Process. 
In Rom. 8:28–30, we are–told the elect are:– 

(i) Predestined 
(ii) Called 
(iii) Justified 
(iv) Glorified 
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In I Cor. 6:11 they are: 
(i) Washed  
(ii) Sanctified 
(iii) Justified 

 
In our former studies we have seen the place of repentance, faith, 
forgiveness, freedom, sonship, and the gift of the Spirit. What we 
have to see is that whilst these things are complete, and enough for 
our present need, yet they will be finally fixed and completed at the 
end of the age. We thus see:– 

(i) Justification 
We are justified, Rom. 5:1, 8:1, Gal. 2:16f. Yet in Gal. 5:5 “Through 
the Spirit we wait by faith for the hope of justification”. 

(ii) Sanctification 
We are sanctified, I Cor. 6:11, I Peter 1:2, 2:9–10. I Thess. 5:23 says, 
“May the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly, and may your 
spirit, soul, and body, be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ”. That is, sanctification awaits the final seal. 

(iii) Glorification 
In Rom. 8:28–30 glorification has happened in God’s reckoning. Yet 
in II Cor. 3:18, 4:16–18 it is a present process. ie. “We are being 
changed”. Phil. 3:21 speaks of an ultimate glorification of the body. 
Cf. Romans 8:18ff. 

(iv) The Gift of the Spirit 
We believe and receive the Spirit. Cf. Rom. 5:5, Acts 2:38, Gal. 3:3 
etc. Yet Rom. 8:23 speaks of  
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us (only) having the first fruits of the Spirit. are sealed by Him with a 
view to that which is to come. 
 
Our conclusion, then is that we stand between the initial crisis by 
which we become participants in justification, sanctification, 
glorification, and so on, and the ultimate crisis when these shall be in 
their ‘complete’ form. Meanwhile we are in a process. From. God’s 
point of view the end is already completed. From our point of view 
we are travelling towards it. II Peter 1:10–11 demands that we never 
presume that we have arrived, yet it indicates that God has set the 
course by which we shall. arrive. Phil. 1:6, 2:13, and I Thess. 5:24 
assure us that God is ever working to show us, and assure us that the 
final and ultimate consummation of His salvation will come to pass. 

4. The Hope of Ultimate Participation In  
“The Power And The Glory” 

In Rom. 8:22–23. (cf. I John 3:3, Phil. 3:21) Paul speaks of our hope 
of the ultimate glory. He says, “Hope that’ is seen is not hope, for 
who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience”. Prophecy assures us that God will 
ultimately be shown in His glory; vindicated by His action of history, 
and triumphant over all things, and then in the great things – the 
glorious events, actions and operations of eternity. This is what gives 
us the present dynamic for the life we now live, that is the hope of the 
glory and power which is to come. Primarily this is God’s but His 
intention is to make us participators in it, for – “we are heirs of God, 
and fellow–heirs with Christ, provided that we suffer with Him, in 
order that we may be glorified with Him”. 
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