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Section One 

THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS 

‘We are not ignorant of his designs’, said the Apostle 
Paul. He meant, ‘We are not ignorant of Satan’s designs’. 
This implies, of course, that the early Christians knew the 
entire matter concerning Satan. Well, they might, for they 
saw him as their very powerful and active enemy. Whilst 
they claimed to be free of his power, and to triumph over 
him, they were quite aware of what he was about, and they 
knew much relating to him and his nature. 

It is thought that our modern era discounts Satan, and that 
we pride ourselves that we are past that medieval nonsense. 
In fan, many moderns believe in the personal evil being of 
the Devil. Following the Vatican’s recent pronouncement 
that Satan still exists, a snap poll was taken in the streets of a 
large city, and almost without exception, people admitted to 
believing in his existence. Not, of course, that this proves 
anything, other than that people see a malevolent force 
operating in the affairs of the universe. 

If Satan exists, then we ought to know who he is, what he 
is about, and how he acts. Beyond that we ought not to be 
interested. This is said, because some people have a morbid 
interest in the powers of evil. Such persons generally have a 
negative approach to life. They have an inbred fear of the 
strength of darkness. On another score, too, many are 
fascinated by evil powers. Perhaps they do not regard them 
as evil, but as mysterious, unseen, compelling. Hence 
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the present preoccupation with the occult, and what are 
called parasensory experiences. 

It has been pointed out, many times, that modern life has 
lost much of the mystery man experienced when he knew 
little. God, it has been suggested, was then the ‘God of the 
gap’. The gap of course was that in man’s knowledge. Now 
that he has filled that up, [sic!] there is no need of God: As 
for mystery, well, it has ceased to exist. This flatness brought 
about by the loss of the supernatural brings human boredom. 
Hence man delights in his occultic discoveries. Here is a new 
world, a sort of dark supernatural experience which he can 
taste. Life is not so boring after all. At least so runs the myth. 
Experiments in the occult often lead to disaster, to mental 
breakdown, and even suicide. 

Likewise Christians who become absorbed in the 
doctrines of Satan, his powers, his demons, and evil forces 
become so obsessed that they imagine life is fraught with 
enormous dangers. Fear pervades them. It seems, often, that 
Satan is the one who has power, and not God. This too is an 
incautious and morbid approach to the subject. Even so, we 
must know Satan and his designs- for designs he certainly 
has. 

1. SATAN: HIS ORIGIN AND NATURE 

(I) SATAN: HIS ORIGINS 
The history of man opens with the story of creation, Eden, 

and then the temptation by the serpent. This serpent is not 
immediately called Satan. However in Revelation 12:9 it is 
said, ‘And the great dragon was 
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thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world’. Evidently it is 
Satan who tempts man, deceiving Eve and succeeding in his 
designs with Adam. 

What then, are his origins? It is not easy to answer this 
question since much of the Old Testament is apparently 
unconcerned with him. In Zechariah 3:1 Satan is shown as 
standing on one side of the Lord, whilst the special angel- the 
angel of the Lord- is standing on the other side. Satan is in 
the role of accuser. In Job, chapters one and two, he is 
amongst ‘the sons of God’ that is, the angels. Here also he 
accuses. He accuses man of being motivated by selfish 
designs, and implies that God the Creator has not succeeded 
in His creation. In I Chronicles 21:1 he moves David to 
number the people- whatever wrong was in that design- and 
so to anger God. 

The term ‘satan’ means, in Hebrew, ‘adversary’. In fact 
this term really means ‘accuser’. So in Zechariah 3: 1, Job 
chapters 1 and 2 and Revelation 12: 10. In the latter it is said, 
‘the accuser of our brethren’. In Greek the word ‘diabolos’ 
from which we derive ‘devil’, means ‘denouncer’ of 
‘calumniator’. Hence Jesus can say of Judas ‘One of you is a 
devil’ (John 6: 70-71). 

We see that Satan was an angel. Judging from the 
passages we have referred to, and adding in Jude 9, we see 
that Satan was highly placed among the angels. Two 
passages–Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28: 12-15–are referred 
respectively to the kings of Babylon and Tyre. Without doubt 
the prophets address these actual kings. However, the 
language must go beyond those literal kings, to the spiritual 
king of 
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Babylon and Tyre- Satan himself. This, we admit, may be 
debated. However when the theme of Babylon is pursued 
throughout Scripture, then it surely leads us to Satan himself. 
We learn that Satan was called ‘Lucifer’, ie. ‘Lightbearer’ 
and had the name ‘Daystar’ which is elsewhere applied to 
Jesus (Revelation 22: 16). We learn that he was beautiful, 
that he was perfect in all his ways, and that he inhabited 
Eden. Pride, however, was the reason for his fall. He became 
infatuated with himself, and desired to be as God Himself. 
Doubtless he had the leadership of many angels, but he 
desired to place his ‘throne above the stars (angels) or God’. 
This really means he wished to usurp God’s position, so 
heady was his self ambition. I Timothy 3:6-7 indicates that 
the ‘condemnation of the devil’ is the conceit of his pride. 

Jesus said of Satan, ‘He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth’. He does not 
tell us what is the ‘beginning’ but if the word in I John is its 
meaning, then ‘from creation’. We would then need to know 
whether these angelic powers existed before creation. In Job 
38:7 we are told that ‘the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy’. ‘Morning stars’ and ‘the 
sons of God’ could be Hebrew parallelism for ‘angels’. 
Certainly the verse includes the angels and refers to the time 
of creation. Is it at that time—of creation—that Satan rebels? 
Some have it that Satan became jealous of man. There are 
other interesting speculations, including one that Satan had 
rebelled against God, causing the universe to come to chaos –
the chaos which seems to be described in Genesis 1:2 ‘The 

THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 5

earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the earth’. 

We are not clearly told concerning these things, and 
speculation may be misleading. What does emerge, however, 
is that Satan became proud, as an angel, and ultimately led a 
rebellion against God. This is hinted at in principle in Isaiah 
14 and Ezekiel 28. It is spoken of explicitly in Revelation 12. 
In this last passage Satan rebels against God and draws down 
from heaven a third of the stars, ie. angels. It has been 
conjectured that there were three hierarchies of angels, ie. (1) 
under Michael, (2) under Gabriel, and (3) under Satan. Hence 
it is said, he retained the loyalty of his hierarchy. It is an 
attractive theory, but only a 

 

The book of the Revelation talks of ‘Many angels 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands’, 
so that Satan’s forces, ie. one third of the total number, 
resulting from that rebellion, must be enormous. The use of 
the word ‘Eden’, or ‘the garden of God’ may indicate that 
Satan fell following the creation of man. We cannot build 
upon a passage which is not directly addressed to Satan. 
What concerns us most, however, is that Satan was given 
great authority, and that he chose to use it to gain his own 
ends, even though that authority was delegated by God and 
was not innate in Satan himself. 

(II) SATAN: HIS NAMES AND NATURE 
We have seen that ‘satan’ and ‘diabolos’ mean accuser, 

slanderer and ‘traducer’. Other names and symbols give us a 
sketch of his character. Hence he 
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is called ‘the great red dragon’, ‘that ancient serpent’. He is 
likened to a ‘roaring lion’ (I Peter 5: 8) and to ‘a king’ 
(Revelation 11). He has such names as ‘the prince of this 
world’ (John 12: 31, 14: 30), ‘the god of this world’ (II 
Corinthians, 4: 4), ‘The prince of the power of the air’ and 
‘the spirit who now works in the children of disobedience’ 
(Ephesians 2: 2-3). He is likened to ‘a father’ in John 8: 44, 
and if John 10:10 refers to him then ‘a thief’, and (John 10: 
12) ‘a wolf. He is accused of being a murderer, and the arch-
liar (John 8: 44) and yet can disguise himself as ‘an angel of 
light’ (II Corinthians 11: 14). In Revelation 9:11 he is called 
‘Abaddon’ or ‘the destroyer’. Certainly if each of these 
names and descriptions is pondered, Satan emerges with a 
dreadful nature. 

 

(III) SATAN: HIS KINGDOM 
We will later see that Satan is obsessively jealous of God 

and seeks not simply to imitate what God is and does, but 
actually to be as God is and do what God does. There is no 
doubt but that Satan patterns all he does on what God does. 
Whereas God initiates His own plan, Satan seeks to duplicate 
it. God is the King of all creation, so Satan must have his 
kingdom. Jesus speaks of him as ‘the prince of this world’. In 
Revelation 2:13 ‘the throne of Satan’ is described. The evil 
powers described in Revelation have over them ‘a king’, the 
angel of the bottomless pit, his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
and in Greek he is called Apollyon. In Luke 11: 18, Christ 
speaks of Satan’s kingdom. All of these descriptions relate 
primarily to the angelic and demonic powers over whom he 
has control. How- 
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ever that is not the limit of the extent of his kingdom 
We are apt, in these days, to think primarily of a kingdom 

as a place ie., a geographically located area. However 
kingdom primarily means, ‘the rule or reign of and relates to 
authority and power to reign. We are told in I John 5:19 that 
‘the whole world lies in the evil one’ hence Jesus’ term ‘the 
prince of this world’ and Paul’s–’the god of this world’. 
Again in the story of the temptation in the wilderness Satan 
says ‘All these kingdoms are given into my authority’. Jesus 
did not deny this. In some way Satan had been given 
authority in the universe. Yet again he had brought man 
under his power. Hence Paul’s statement in Ephesians 
chapter 2 that ‘we followed the course of this world, the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works 
within the children of disobedience’. Man too, is caught into 
Satan’s kingdom, that is to say, unredeemed man. Hebrews 
2:14-15 indicates that men and women, through fear of death 
are all their lifetime subject to Satan’s bondage. Whereas 
God should rule over man, Satan sees to it that he rules over 
them. 

His kingdom is well organised and powerful. Whilst we 
may easily reject mythical views of Satan, and idiotic 
representations of him as a horned, hoofed creature with a 
pointed tail, we may not easily dispose of him altogether. 
Once we realise that angelic beings are richly endowed with 
intelligence, and possess what we call supernatural powers, 
we will be slow to despise a kingdom which has been 
brilliantly conceived and organised. Let us look at the 
composition of this kingdom. 



THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 8

( 1 ) It is headed by Satan. He is a very clever power, even 
able to discern in some measure, the actions of God and men, 
and impute evil motives and elements to them. (2) Satan 
heads up an evil army of well equipped forces. Ephesians 6: 
10-18, II Corinthians 10: 1-3, and other apocalyptic passages, 
show us that angels and demons have immense power, and 
deep cruelty of nature. They can threaten, deceive, entice, 
seduce. They ring the changes on these actions, to confuse 
and capture their prey. (3) Aiding them, sometimes wittingly, 
sometimes unwittingly, is that part of humanity which does 
not follow God, for, ‘the world lies in the evil one’. 

(IV) SATAN AND THE ANGELS 
Angels constitute an important part of the economy of 

God and the universe. We are told that the angels were 
present at the dawn of creation. We have certain indication 
that they were allotted areas or realms of rule. This is why 
they are often called principalities and powers (ie., 
authorities). A reading of II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 shows that 
certain angels- probably those who joined Satan in his 
rebellion- ‘left their places’, ie., they abdicated their 
responsibility towards God in the task He had given them. 
However it appears that, like Satan they abrogated the rule 
and authority for themselves, or more correctly for Satan’s 
kingdom. 

A study of the following passages gives us some 
indication of angels as ruling powers, or aiding powers of the 
nations, or the peoples of the creation: Genesis 28: 12. 
Deuteronomy 32:8 (LXX reads: ‘angels’ RSV reads ‘sons of 
God’), Daniel 10:12, 11:1, John 1: 51. 
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In Genesis 28:12 Jacob sees the rise and fall of angels, in 
terms of a stairway. In John 1:51 Jesus claims to be that 
stairway, the meaning being that angelic powers rise and fall 
according to His control. The verse of Deuteronomy 32:8 
may be understood as God giving authority to the angels as 
He sets out the nations of the world. This accords closely 
with Acts 17: 26-27. The references in Daniel clearly 
indicate that the ‘princes’ of Persia and Greece were angelic 
powers who fought against the angel who had come to tell 
Daniel what would happen to the nations. We conclude then 
that some angels are ‘people angels’. Obviously they were 
intended to have the welfare of the people at heart, but on 
refusing their ministry, some angels would set out to harm 
the people, or to control and manipulate them. This would be 
in accord with the opposition of Satan to man, whom he 
seeks to demean and destroy—hence his names–destroyer, 
liar, murderer, thief, devourer. 

Angels also have other functions. We are told that the law 
was mediated by angels, when given to Israel, as stated in 
Acts 7: 53, Galatians 3: 19, and Hebrews 2: 2. The angel of 
the Lord is the direct intermediary of God Himself, to whom 
even he appears. Other angels also are- as the word angel 
indicates- ‘messengers’ of God. Hence Hebrews l: 14 says 
angels are ministers or servants to the heirs of salvation. So 
Psalm 34:7 ‘The angel of the Lord encamps around those 
who fear Him, and delivers them’. See also Psalm 91:11 
‘Bless the Lord, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do 
His word, hearkening to the voice of His word! Bless the 
Lord, all His hosts, His ministers that do 
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His will!’ (Psalm 103: 20). We are told that in the 
wilderness, at the time of temptation ‘angels came and 
ministered to Him’. Likewise, during the crises of 
Gethsemane they also strengthened Him, Jesus. 

Fallen angels refuse to carry out these tasks. Instead they 
are bent on doing everything which is contrary to the will of 
God. In this case they can be most harmful to man. At the 
same time, as is Satan, so are they limited in their actions. 
After all they are only creatures, not having deity. In Job’s 
case God allows Satan to go to a certain point in persecuting 
Job. Beyond that He may not go. This is indicated in Romans 
8:31-39 where Paul outlines the continuous persecution with 
which believers are faced. He says, ‘Yet, I am persuaded that 
neither . . . nor angels, nor principalities . . . nor powers . . . 
nor anything shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God . . .’ In assuring us they cannot separate us, he also 
indicates that they endeavour to do so. 

In Job 4:18 Eliphaz says, ‘God, even in His servants puts 
no trust, and His angels He charges with error’. He later 
adds, ‘Behold, God puts no trust in His holy ones, and the 
heavens are not clean in His .sight’ (d, Job 15: 15). Paul says 
that we will judge angels (I Corinthians 6:3 cf, Matthew 19, 
28) indicating also that they are imperfect, that it to say, 
some of them. Ephesians 6:12 shows us that the Church 
wrestles against these mighty powers, and effects this baffle 
in (the heavenlies). By all this we judge that the structure of 
the universe as God planned it, depends to a large degree 
upon God’s servants, the angels. Satan’s rebellion and his use 
– or misuse – of angelic powers 
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makes his kingdom a very powerful one. Again we stress the 
fact that angels have great powers and are able to effect great 
good or great evil, according to whether they be those who 
obey or those who disobey. 

(V)  SATAN AND THE DEMONS  

(a) What are Demons? 

There are many conjectures. To some demons are 
disembodied spirits, having, presumably, been human, but 
for some reason denied the fight to depart from this world. 
Others see them as the product of cohabitation of fallen 
angels with human females. This idea is derived from 
Genesis 6: I f, where it is said that ‘The sons of God saw that 
the daughters of men were fair: and they took to wife such of 
them as they chose’. It is assumed that the consequent 
product was an unhappy mutation, and that from this union 
came demons. 

The argument is that nowhere in the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament are men called ‘the sons of God’. This is not quite 
true; Adam in Luke 3:38 is called ‘the Son of God’. In 
Deuteronomy 14: I Israel is told ‘You are the sons of God’, 
and they are this particularly because they are God’s people. 
In John 10:31-38 Jesus points out that those of Israel had 
been called ‘gods’, or as it is in Psalm 82: 6, ‘I say, you are 
gods, sons of the most high, all of you’. It cannot then be 
argued that men were not called ‘the sons of God’. Also 
Jesus pointed out that in the resurrection men and women 
will not marry, ‘but are like the angels in heaven’. This 
surely means that angels are sexless. The idea of sex. in an 
angel seems incredible. Being of a different order from that 
of men, how would they cohabit with humans? 
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It seems that we cannot get demons from such an unnatural, 
and impossible, union. 

 

The general argument is that demons are fallen angels. 
This has much to commend it. The term ‘spirits’ is used for 
angels as also for demons; see Hebrews 1: 14, and Mark 1: 
23. In I Peter 3:19 we see that Christ preached to ‘the spirits 
which are in prison’, and these are, very likely, the angels 
who are chained there (II Peter 2: 4). Since the number of 
angelic beings is enormous, so also the number of demons 
(Revelation 9:1-11 ) is large. 

 

We have to confess that we do not fully understand the 
nature of demons, and certainly not their origins, However it 
can be conjectured that they were a form of creature created 
by God for His service, but they have been seduced and used 
by Satan in his kingdom warfare. We can gather something 
of their nature from the Scriptures. 

(b) Demons in the Old Testament 

There is not much in the Old Testament which speaks 
explicitly of demons. Yet the principle of demons is that they 
relate to idolatry. Hence in Psalm 106: 36-37, the writer says 
of Israel, ‘They served their (the Canaanites) idols, which 
became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters to the demons’. This parallels with the Levitical 
warning (17: 7) ‘So they shall no more slay their sacrifices 
for satyrs (demons), after whom they play the harlot’. This is. 
reinforced by Exodus 22:20 and Deuteronomy 32:17 where it 
is said, ‘They sacrificed to demons 
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which were no gods,* to gods they had never known, to new 
gods which had come in of late, whom your fathers had 
never dreaded’. Whilst the gods, as such, were not demons, 
they were the modes through which demons were 
worshipped, and through which the demons operated. 

The words for ‘satyr’ and ‘demons’ (Hebrew: seirim and 
shedhim) are different. References to satyr are II Chronicles 
11: 15, and Isaiah 13: 21, and to demons those mentioned in 
the above paragraph. The small number of references to them 
does not mean they were not significant, but rather that the 
Hebrews were not obsessively concerned with them. Rather 
they were concerned with the Lord, God of Israel. Quite a 
number of prohibitions exist, in the Old Testament, against 
forms of idolatry and demonic magic, and these would relate 
to the demonic even if not described as such. We repeat, the 
Old Testament Scriptures are not obsessed with the demonic. 

(c) Demons in The New Testament 

Without doubt many of the Old Testament writers view 
the idolatry of Canaan and surrounding nations with 
repugnance. Their sorrow is that Israel was never really clear 
of it. Doubtless too they understood the threat of the 
demonic–’demons which were no gods . . . new gods that had 
come in of late, whom your fathers had never dreaded’ 
(Deuteronomy 32: 17). Yet for the most part little is spoken 
of demons, and exorcisms, as such, have no mention. 

                                                 
* cf I Corinthians 8:1-6 where Paul speaks of 'gods' which are not essentially gods 

'Possessed' can be a misleading term, hence some translate the verb as it is, literally, 
'demonised'. 
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When we come to the New Testament there is a surprising 
action and presence of demonic forces. They are obviously 
very active. There had been many exorcists before Jesus, as 
He Himself suggests in Luke 11: 19. His very presence 
seems to have stirred up these evil powers. They relate to 
possession of humans (Luke 4: 33f), to sicknesses (Luke 4: 
40-41), and the elements (Luke 8:22 f). Jesus suggests in 
Luke 11: 24-26 that Israel, having cleansed itself of idols, 
was, nevertheless, more prone to demonic possession than 
before, which was certainly the case, in practice. 

The following references show how rife were demons 
throughout Palestine and Asia, and, in fact, Europe. Of 
course it was an era in which the occult was greatly 
practised, yet in Palestine there would have been very little 
deliberate contact with the occult, see Luke 4: 31-36, 41, 6: 
18, 8: 2, 26 if, 9: 1, 2, 37 if, 49, 50, 10:17 if, 11:14 if, Acts 5: 
16, 8: 7, 19: 12. The presence of the demonic is a stated sign 
of the last days –I Timothy 4: 1, II Corinthians 11:3 f, 
Revelation 9: 1-11, 18: 2. The last days in New Testament 
understanding, commenced with Pentecost and continue until 
‘the day of the Lord’, as in Acts 2: 7-20. 

Demons, in the New Testament are equated with unclean 
spirits, cf Luke 8: 29, Acts 5; 16, 8: 7. Hence we see in Luke 
4:33 ‘the spirit of an unclean demon’. In Mark 1:25-27 the 
same power is called simply an ‘evil spirit’. Likewise Luke 
7: 21, 8: 2, and Acts 19:12-16 speak of ‘an evil spirit’. The 
terms are used to show that the spirits are not of God, and 
belong to a kingdom which is one of uncleanness. In practice 
they cause the following, in their victims: nakedness 
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(Luke 8: 27); blindness and dumbness (Matthew 12: 22); 
suicidal tendencies (Mark 5: 5); casting down (Mark 9: 17f); 
homicidal tendencies (Matthew 8: 28). Demons are said to 
‘possess’, and this from childhood, see Mark 9: 21. However 
the term ‘possess’ does not mean that the demon continually 
controls the whole life of the victim, but rather that he is the 
base of operations for the evil spirit. From time to time he 
manipulates the host-person. 

We have said that demons infest their victims with 
sickness. Hence in Luke 13:11 we read of a woman who had 
a spirit of sickness. Jesus healed her, saying that she had been 
bound of Satan for eighteen years. Not all sickness, however, 
is demonic, for we read in Matthew 4:24 of ‘sick people’, 
‘those afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics’. It is clear that where illness is of 
demonic origin it is primarily from Satan himself. That is, 
demons are effective servants of their master, the Devil. 

In I Corinthians 12:1-3 Paul speaks of people ‘moved by 
dumb idols’. He is surely referring to demonic forces, for 
many, so moved, are crying ‘Jesus is cursed’. In I 
Corinthians 10:20 Paul says that ‘what pagans sacrifice they 
offer to demons, and not to God’. We will see the power and 
fascination of idolatry, but certainly within it all is demonic 
activity. Idolatry diverts people from true worship of God. In 
I Timothy 4: If, Paul speaks of the heightened activity of 
demons in the last days, when they teach, or hold, perverse 
doctrines, and what is more, disseminate them. Excessive and 
cruel activity of demonic powers is also spoken of in the 9th 
chapter of the Revelation. 
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(VI)  SATAN AND THE OCCULT 
The word ‘occult’ in the Oxford Dictionary is ‘kept secret, 

esoteric, recondite, mysterious, beyond the range of ordinary 
knowledge; involving the supernatural, mystical, magical’. 
We have observed that an age which is so-called ‘scientific’ 
and which has abolished the mysterious and the supernatural, 
invites, in fact, a deep interest in the unknown. We might say 
that if there were not an unknown, we would have to invent 
one. Some have said that the occult is an invention of man, 
and that there is, in actual fact, no such thing. This may be 
partly, though not wholly, correct. 

 

Moses said, ‘The things which are secret belong to God, 
but the things which are revealed belong to us, and to our 
children, to do them’. Notice the principles he states (1) 
There are secret things, but they are for God, not man. (2) 
There are revealed things which the people of God may 
know. (3) They are not merely things of the mind or 
speculation for they are there ‘to do them’. God’s truth is 
something you do. 

 

In Ecclesiastes 3: 11 we read, ‘Thou has made everything 
beautiful (or appropriate) in its own time, and thou hast put 
the world (or, eternity) into man’s heart so that as by 
searching he cannot find out the end from the beginning’. 
The meaning is ‘Everything you have made has purpose. It is 
all of a created unity. You have put the wholeness of it into 
man, but in such a way that (a) He must perpetually seek to 
understand it, and (b) He never will fully understand it- it is 
so vast’. 
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Man then, seeks to know what he does not know, and to 
experience what he believes he should experience. Today 
there is wide experimentation in parasensory experience and 
all that it involves. Not since the medieval age has so much 
attention been given to the occult. Those who experiment 
here believe it has two aspects (a) White magic which is not 
harmful, but even helpful, and (b) Black magic which is 
harmful, and is linked with forces of evil. What has to be 
determined is whether some of the psychic powers, so called, 
awe in fact legitimate powers for the use of man, and 
whether certain parasensory elements are also valuable and 
helpful to man, generally, or whether they may be harmful. 
There is also the possibility that they are not hidden. In fact it 
has been said that many of these things exist more in the 
imagination than in actual fact*. 

The term ‘occult’ or its equivalents are not used in the Old 
Testament. However the practice of what we today call the 
occult is very plainly forbidden in the Scriptures. The 
passage of Deuteronomy 18:9-14 should be read thoroughly. 
‘When you come into the land which the Lord your God 
gives you, you shall not learn to follow any of the 
abominable practices of those nations. There shall not be 
found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter 
as an offering, anyone who practices divination, a soothsayer 
or an augur, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does these things is 
an abomination to the Lord, and because 

                                                 
* A number of books is being published on this score. 'Mind, Man and the Spirit', by 

Stafford Wright, Paternoster Press gives a wider coverage than most. 
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of these abominable practices the Lord your God is driving 
them (the Canaanites) out before you. You are to be 
blameless before the Lord your God. For these nations which 
you are about to dispossess, give heed to soothsayers and 
diviners, but as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed 
you to do so’. (See also Leviticus 19: 26, 31, Ezekiel 13: 17-
23.) 

Before we examine this passage let us look at its context 
and see why the occult was so strictly forbidden. In verse 15, 
the one which follows this section, Moses tells of true 
prophecy. This passage should also be read. The contract is 
obvious- prophecy is God’s way of communicating with His 
people,. The occult is the way man uses to know the future, 
and so, to make his decisions in the present. Amos 3:7 says 
‘Surely the Lord God does nothing, without revealing His 
secret to His servants the prophets’. Other Scriptures indicate 
that prophecy has been with man since the world began, and 
will be until the end, whether recorded in Scripture or uttered 
as in Revelation 11, cf 19: 10. In other words all that man 
needs to know, for his present and his future, God has 
revealed through the prophets, and so, through His word. It is 
essential, then, for evil to produce the equivalent of 
prophecy, both to emulate God, and (if possible) surpass 
Him; and also because in man there is innately the desire to 
know what will happen, since man has been created to work 
with God in His plan. It is essential that evil must produce 
that which will speak to man’s need. All the elements 
mentioned in this passage of Deuteronomy seek to do just 
that. Their evil is that they substitute for true prophecy. 
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Hence we can see the evil of the following: Divination is the 
art of predicting future events, whilst a soothsayer is a 
diviner, the one who is versed in the art of prediction. He is 
then, in the stream of false prophecy. His prediction may 
come to pass, whether through influencing the mind and so 
the event or not. He is false because it is not the prediction 
which God Himself gives to men. As we have seen ‘The 
secret things belong to God, but the things which are 
revealed to us are ours to do them’. The revealed things are in 
fact the true modes of God, and for us, commands for 
obedience. 

Augury also relates to the future, being some object or 
pattern for divination. It is really claiming that elements of 
nature are able to point to future events, thus removing us 
one step further from God, and Iris true communication. A 
sorcerer is one who utilises objects and spirits to achieve his 
goals, whilst a charmer is one who uses talismans and other 
objects to effect his occult aims. A medium is one who is 
given over to spirits or occult forces. A wizard and a witch 
are the male and female persons who effect magic, that is 
who seem to be able to overcome natural laws and do 
impossible things. A necromancer is one who divines the 
future by communication with the dead. Let us repeat; all 
these are substitute forms for the truth God would reveal to 
us. What He would not reveal to us, those possessing occult 
powers seek to do. In this sense they dispense with God. 

Hence these forms of the occult were forbidden as we read 
in Leviticus 20: 6, 27, Exodus 22: 18, cf, I Chronicles 
10:13.19 
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The Occult and Idolatry 

When we come into the realm of idolatry, we must 
understand that idolatry is the attempt, by Satan and man, to 
supplant God with other forms. Again Romans 1:18-32 
should be read thoughtfully. We have seen that man, in 
rejecting the essential nature of God, had also to reject the 
essential ‘nature of the universe, himself, and the various 
orders of creaturely beings. Man worshipped the creature or 
creation rather than the Creator. Thus the prohibitions against 
idolatry, arc prohibitions against that mode of worship which 
displaces God, and seriously seeks to eliminate Him from the 
rightful worship of man. The link between idolatry, 
demonolatry, and the occult is by no mere chance, nor are 
these things innocuous. 

 

It is no wonder severe penalties are prescribed for liaison 
with the Canaanite evils. In I Samuel 15: rebellion, witchcraft 
and idolatry are linked together. See also I Samuel 13:13 and 
I Chronicles 10: 13, where Saul’s rebellion ends in actual 
recourse to witchcraft. In I Kings 16: 31, 18:17-19 and II 
Kings 9:22 we trace the evil which invaded Israel through the 
idolater-queen, Jezebel. This was an attack upon the true 
theocracy of Israel. Manasseh is an evil king because he is an 
idolater, and he does great harm to Israel, cf, II Kings 21: 5-
6. In Isaiah 47: 9-13, we see an oracle addressed to Babylon, 
and it is significant that this superlatively idolatrous nation is 
deeply involved in sorceries and enchantments. It ‘is also 
significant that where man becomes rich and affluent he 
tends to move towards the occult. Hence Babylon, 
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the rich nation becomes the haunt of foul fiends, as we read 
in Revelation 18:2 if. 

The attack upon true godliness by using the powers of the 
occult is seen in the story of Jannes and Jambres who were 
magicians. See II Timothy 3: 8-9, and Exodus 7:11. In Acts 8 
we see one, Simon Magus, who is also a magician. He is 
amazed at the feats Philip accomplishes and seeks to 
penetrate this new, if spiritual, action of the occult. In Acts 
13:6-12 Elymas, a Jewish false prophet, uses his occult 
powers to attack the faith of the Gospel. He does not succeed, 
but his opposition to the Gospel shows where the thrust of 
the occult really lies. Again, in Acts 19: 11-20, we see the 
power of the occult to blind men’s eyes to God. Yet it cannot 
stand before the honest onslaught of the Gospel, and when 
men and women are released from it, an intense experience 
of new holy power comes to those who cut their links with 
this occult 

We have seen that divination is man’s attempt to 
substitute for the revelation of the future which should come 
primarily from God. The real truth is that prophecy, as such, 
is never simply prediction. It is primarily exhortation, 
intended to rebuke, inform, encourage and strengthen the 
people of God. Even though Balaam divined correctly, it was 
not according to his will, for he desired to prophesy for 
money. For this reason he is not commended in Scripture 
(Numbers 22: 7, 24: 1, cf, Revelations 2: 14). In Ezekiel 
13:6-7 the false prophets are said to have divined falsely. 
Such forms of divination, as we have seen, are forbidden 
(Leviticus 19: 26, Deuteronomy 18: 9-14), yet we read in II 
Kings 17:7 and 21: 6, that this 
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injunction was disobeyed. Pagan diviners are mentioned in I 
Samuel 28: 8, II Kings 21: 6. The consulting of mediums is 
also prohibited (Leviticus 19: 31, 20: 6), yet in I Chronicles 
10: 13, and Isaiah 8:19-20 we find accounts of this. Again, 
whilst astrology, as such, is not directly forbidden it is 
certainly ridiculed in a passage such as Isaiah 47:13 cf, 
Jeremiah 10: 2. 

Witchcraft is one of the elements named in ‘the works of 
the flesh’, of Galatians 5: 19-21. Related as it was to idolatry, 
idolatry itself was related to the demonic. In practice the 
Canaanites related their idolatry to sexual and fertility rites, 
and had developed a system of cult-prostitutes. This caused a 
moral decline in the nations and for this reason these people 
were destroyed. Their destruction was basically that of moral 
decay. See II Kings 9: 22, I Kings 16:30 cf, and Exodus 22: 
18. 

We conclude then that any linkage with the occult is a 
serious evil. Modern rationalism, and scientific positivism 
would tell us nothing exists which cannot be proven by 
human reason, and experimentation. The vacuum that has 
been left by scientism, which has swept clean the modern 
Augean stables, has made an empty spirit of modern man, 
and so, as we have said, he moves towards the mysterious, 
the hidden, hoping that there is a supernatural. At the same 
time he is not anxious to believe in, or approach God. So his 
existential need causes him to reach out to the occult. If he 
were truly aware of the great danger he would withdraw. 
Sadly enough, man is caught in the occult, in one way or 
another, for his very materialism is a form of idolatry, and all 
idolatry, in the ultimate is 
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linked with the demonic forces of the universe. 
We see then, that the occult is Satan’s and Man’s 

substitute for true faith in God and right worship of Him. It is 
also a partial substitute to fulfil his desire to know the future,. 
as distinct from the future which is revealed in and by the 
Scriptures. This substitute may partially, temporarily, satisfy 
man. Unfortunately it will ultimately destroy him. 

(VII)  SATAN AND MEN 
Angels have various powers. For example angels 

strengthened Jesus in at least two crises–the Temptation and 
Gethsemane. They came to dedicated men of God to reassure 
them of God’s purposes and support. Jesus said they rejoice 
greatly when a sinner repents. When the Saviour was born 
they burst the dimensions of heaven into man’s world and 
showed intense joy. Hence Satan, an angel of light, and one 
to whom great power was given, was also to assist God in 
His plan for man. 

Satan wanted not to serve, but to be served –by man, as 
well as other angels. He would have given everything to have 
been worshipped by Jesus. As a liar, he lied to Eve. As a 
murderer he sought to give man over to death, by the lie 
‘You shall not surely die’. As a thief (John 10: 10), he stole 
the fellowship and peace and joy of man through the initial 
temptation. Hence, as John says, ‘The whole world lies in the 
evil one’. 

We must be honest and say that the method of entrapping 
man was a complicated one. It is often said of Satan that he 
went out to deceive the whole 



THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 24

world, and that, in fact he deceived the world. He is called 
the god of this world, its very prince because he rules a 
powerful system which he has built up. His fallen angel 
minions are called ‘the rulers of this world’. In I Corinthians 
1:18 if, we read of a world system which has its own brilliant 
(though yet foolish) wisdom. Instead of being orientated to 
God it is orientated to Satan. This so-called god has ‘blinded 
the eyes of them that believe not’. 

The mode of catching man is outlined in Romans l: 18-32. 
This must be read carefully, but its principles are these: (1) 
Man rejected God and the knowledge of Him. (2) 
Necessarily he rejected the functional creation as God had 
structured it (3) He had to restructure it, deny much of its 
natural functional operation, and form his own system. This 
was, by nature of the case, a perverse one. Hence Paul says 
‘Calling themselves wise; they were, in fact, foolish’. Their 
brilliance of logic and reasoning did not abate one whit, but 
their basic premises were totally wrong. (4) This occasioned 
and effected a vast system of idolatry. Now, where idolatry 
is, there is Satanic presence and power and there is 
demonism. Such can only exist in a perverse and anti-God 
system. Hence man was entrapped. Idolatry has its own 
fascination—’You were moved by dumb idols’. Stolen fruit 
is sweetest–or so it seems. Perversity has its own wild 
fascination. 

Paul can say, ‘You followed the course (or pattern) of this 
present world system. You followed the prince of the power 
of the air’. He means, ‘You were forced so to do’. He adds, 
‘He is the Spirit who energises 
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within the children of disobedience’. John says, ‘By this it 
may be seen who are the children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil; whoever does not do right is not of 
God, nor he who does not love his brother’. (I John 3: 10). 
Satan has mankind in his grip; and often man does not even 
know it. Nor in most cases does he seem to care that this is 
so. 
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2. SATAN: HIS WORLD-SYSTEM, KINGDOM AND 
PLAN 

(I) HIS WORLD SYSTEM 
Galatians 1:4 speaks of ‘This present evil age’. The word 

‘age’ is aeon and can refer to a time, period or a system. It is 
often translated ‘world’. When John says (I John 2:15 f), 
‘Love not the world’, he uses another word- kosmos. In I 
Corinthians 1:20 we read, ‘Where is the debater of this aeon 
(world)? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
kosmos (world)?’ The terms here are interchangeable. In II 
Corinthians 4:4 Satan is the ‘god of this aeon’. In Ephesians, 
2:2 sinners follow the course (pattern) of the aeon, ie., 
Satan’s system. In Galatians 1:4 the whole system of Satan 
is-’this present evil aeon’. 

As we have seen Satan is the prince of this world system. 
Angels are its rulers. It has a brilliance in its operations, yet 
its wisdom is, in the ultimate, foolishness. John speaks of the 
world as constituting ‘The lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life’. He adds that this world passes 
away. Paul says something similar, ‘The fashion of this 
world is changing’, (I Corinthians 7: 31). The whole system 
is not Godly, but creaturely. In the ultimate it consists of 
creatures only, all of whom derive from God, but all of 
whom refuse to accept the fact that they are only creatures, 
and as such, dependent upon God for their very existence and 
continuity. Satan himself is only a creature. 

Nevertheless his system is remarkable, utilising as it does 
all the powers of angels, spirits and men. Hence 
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when we see the vast systems of mankind in time, and know 
that behind them, and manipulating them, are the ‘rulers of 
this world’, the power-system of Satan, then we really 
marvel. The depiction of the Babylonlsh system, 
incorporating man’s powers and abilities, is quite 
breathtaklng. It is a vast network of angelic and human 
efforts. It is implacable in its opposition to God–’Marvel not 
that the world hates you’. Satan is intent on being like the 
Most High God, and utilises every created element to 
accomplish this (‘World wisdom’). 

(II) HIS KINGDOM 
This is virtually, the world-system. Paul tells us in 

Colossians 1: 13, ‘He has transferred us from the powers of 
darkness, into the kingdom of the Son of His love’. He is 
contrasting two kingdoms. We have seen that Satan has a 
throne, that he has a kingdom, and that he has organised it in 
order to extend his reign over all creation. It cannot be that 
God may have a Kingdom, and Satan cannot. We repeat: he 
is not trying to imitate God, nor even duplicate what He is 
doing. He is seeking to have the only kingdom. When he 
builds he seeks to complete in order to out-do God and 
transcend Him. 

(III) HIS PLAN 
The plan of Satan is shown in II Thessalonians 2: 3-4. ‘Let 

no one deceive you in any way: for that day (The day of the-
Lord) will not come unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition, who 
opposes and exalts 
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himself against every so-called god or object worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to 
be God’. The plan of Satan is summed up in the phrase, 
‘proclaiming himself to be God’. 

In Isaiah 14: 12-14, Satan’s aim, in principle, is shown to 
be (a) To set himself over all the angels, and (b) to be as 
God. This is the plan he has set as his blueprint for history. 
He has sought to seduce angels, men, and other creatures into 
his system, kingdom and army. He has gone out to deceive 
the whole world. Psalm 2 pictures the kings of the nations 
and the peoples of the earth as set up in rebellion against 
God. Satan is not mentioned as such, yet he is the ‘god of this 
world’, and ‘the prince of the power of the air’. He therefore 
must be the mastermind behind this rebellion, as we see in 
such passages as Genesis 3: 1-6, and Revelation 12: 1’10. He 
seeks to rule on earth and in the air. In Ephesians 6:12 we are 
told that the battle is in the very heavenly places. 

We can now come to the point where we clearly see 
Satan’s plan. It is this: All first God is and does Sam desires 
to be as flint In order to understand what God is and does we 
must see His plan This is indicated in many Scriptures, but 
may be briefly stated as follows: 

1 God creates and expresses Himself as He is, as Father-
Creator. 

2 His universe is functional, purposive and dynamic –thus 
revealing these elements of God Himself. 

3 He is Father-Creator-Redeemer. That is He does not 
make a corrective for a breakdown in His opera- 
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tional plan, that corrective being redemption, but in fact 
He has planned what will happen, even though this does not 
mean He is responsible for the evil as such. 

4 He is innately Father. His Son is innately Son. The 
Spirit is innately the Spirit of the Father, the Spirit of the 
Son, and the Spirit of the Family. 

5 The Triune God is out to bring into full being, and 
functional operation, the true Family of God. This will 
glorify God, and His people are the basic purpose of His 
creation-redemption-restoration plan. 

It is this plan which Satan seeks to emulate. He does not 
merely wish to imitate it. He wishes to fulfil it as his plan, 
out of his powers and resources. Only in this way can he be 
as God. 

(IV) HIS OPERATIONAL ELEMENTS 
Satan must virtually use for his purposes that which God 

structured to be used for His–i.e., certain powers which we 
call supernatural, certain powers which we call natural, and 
angelic and human powers. He must be a father (John 8: 44, I 
John 3:l0 f) and have a family (Ephesians 2: 2-3, John 8: 44, 
I John 3:10 f). He must have an incarnate son (II 
Thessalonians 2: 3), and be worshipped (Revelation 13: 4, II 
Thessalonians 2: 3-4) and men must be sealed ( Revelation 
13: 17 f, cf, Ephesians 1:13, 4: 30). He must have a spirit 
who is equivalent to the Spirit (Revelation 16: 13) and 
prophecy– because it is the dynamic of the true faith- must be 
headed up by a special prophet (Revelation 16: 13, 19: 20). 
As God energises His children (Philippians 



THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 30

2: 12-13) so must Satan energise his (Ephesians 2: 2-3). As 
God has His system–the Kingdom of God–so Satan must 
have his. The true family (the Church) and the true city are 
opposed by the evil Babylon, the worldly people who oppose 
God, and the city which is unholy. 

What we have just said is the very key to all Satanic 
operation. It is the key to understanding the patterns of evil 
which infest the created world, and it takes us away from a 
dissociated understanding of what Satan is about. It is no 
wonder then that Satan is able to- and must- transform 
himself into an angel of light, and his servants into seeming 
to be the very apostles of Christ, see II Corinthians 11: 12-15. 
Nor is persecution to be wondered at since Satan must ever 
be (a) destroying what God is building up, and (b) seeking to 
build up for himself what he has sought to destroy of God’s 
plan. As we say, this understanding is the key to the whole 
purposes and operations of evil and we must steadily see 
these things in this way. 
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THE VICTORY OF GOD 

1. GOD: HIS WORLD-SYSTEM,  
KINGDOMAND PLAN 

 (I) THE PLAN OF GOD 
Under 2 (3) (above) we have briefly seen the plan of God. 

The following passages should be studied closely to grasp 
some of the elements of this plan: Ephesians 1: 3-4, 3: 1-11; 
Revelation 10: 1-7; I Corinthians 2: 6-10; II Timothy 1: 9-
10;, Acts 3: 21. Other Scriptures should be studied, to see 
that God is Creator, that He is Father, that He is Redeemer, 
and that He is Restorer of the creation: Romans 1: 19; Psalm 
19:1; Colossians 1: 15-17; psalm 104: 30; Isaiah 63: 16; 
Ephesians 1: 5-7; Colossians 1: 13-14; Ephesians 1: 9-11; 
Acts 3: 21; Romans 8: 18-25; Ephesians 1: 7, 3: 14, 4: 6; 
Revelation 21: 1-7. 

Having seen this we can understand that God’s Kingdom 
is simply His reign and rule over all His universe. In ages 
when men rejected God for idols, Israel virtually comprised 
that Kingdom in its particular sense, although God still ruled 
all the universe. He had planned Messiah to come to set up 
this Kingdom. When Jesus came for this task He found 
Palestine in the grip of evil and infested with demons. He had 
to say that many of the Jewish leaders were actually children 
of the devil, and were doing Satan’s plan and not God’s plan 
(John 8: 44). He set about the task of bringing in the 
Kingdom he had announced (Mark 1: 14-15 ). Through the 
Cross and the Resurrection He accomplished the victory of 
that Kingdom, although 
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that victory had to be worked out and would take the 
remainder of time in which to do it: I Corinthians 15: 24-28, 
Philippians 2: 9-11. Up until His return He would work with 
His Church (Matthew 28: 18-20, Mark 16; 16 f, Acts 3: 12-
16, etc.), and by His return would consummate this work. 

With the ultimate return of Christ would come the 
resurrection, the judgement, the final conclusive defeat of all 
evil, and the setting up of the Kingdom of God eternally. 
What concerns us in this study, is the way in which mankind 
is in the grip of Satan, the means by which God is victorious 
over evil, and the manner in which men are liberated. We 
will also want to see how .mankind, in God, can continue to 
have victory over evil and to co-operate with God in His 
process of defeating all evil. 

 

(II) SATAN’S MODE OF POWER OVER MAN 
John said, ‘The whole world lies in the evil one’. Satan is 

both the prince and god of his world. Jesus did not deny that 
Satan had authority over the world’s kingdoms. We are told 
clearly that man is in the actual power of Satan. That he does 
not think he is, is a testimony to the shrewdness and deceit of 
Satan. 

How does he control man? Ephesians 2:2-3 tells us that 
we were forced to follow the prince of the power of the air, 
and to live in his patterns of existence. It tells us also that 
Satan energises those who are his. The clue to his power 
comes in Hebrews 2: 11-15. We are told he has ‘the might of 
death’. Men and women, through fear of death, are all their 
lifetime subject to his (the Devil’s) bondage. How is this? 
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I John 4:18 states that ‘fear has to do with punishment. In 
other words man fears death because of the judgement, that is 
because of his guilt. When Jesus said, ‘Satan has nothing in 
me’, He was suggesting that Satan certainly has something in 
sinful man, or, because man is guilty, has something on him. 
Remember that he is the accuser, and remember that 
accusation is very powerful and even bitter. Guilt and 
accusation have a most hurtful sting. We have seen in Job 
chapters 1 and 2 that Satan virtually accuses Job of mixed 
motives. In Zechariah chapter 3 he accuses Johsua the High 
Priest, and in Revelation 12:9 f, he is constantly accusing the 
children of God to God. 

An interesting verse is the ninth of Jude. Here Michael the 
archangel, ie., the angel of the resurrection, is contending 
with Satan about the body of Moses. We assume that he is 
saying Moses is not worthy of resurrection, and that Michael 
is maintaining that he, is. Whatever the debate, Satan claims 
the guilt of Moses as making him unworthy of eternal life. 
Guilt, risen, is the power which Satan wields over man. 
Guilt, the fear of death, and the fear of judgement are all, 
really, the one. 

Nor is this all. Guilt holds man in a state and sense of 
rejection by God, even rejection by others and himself, and 
makes him feel alienated, and so sets up the condition for 
further sin, failure and guilt. In this, man develops habits 
which are sinful and destructive, until sin becomes an 
invader, as it were, of his very biological realms. His 
thought-life becomes engrossed in sin and failure. Often he 
compensates by pleasure seeking, and is easily a candidate 
for investigating 
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 the occult. Increasingly he is gripped by the power of sin. 
Sin’s power lies in its guilt, its penalty, its pollution, and its 
habits. 

Idolatry is the giving to anything or person that worship 
which is due to God as Creator and Father.. Satan increases 
his grip on man when he is led into idolatry. The drive in 
man to worship and to relate deeply to an object or worship 
makes him a prey to idolatry. It may be worship of a person, 
a system, or a thing, but whatever it is it will be most 
powerful. God, if ever He were acceptable to the person, will 
now become more distasteful. He will have no attraction. In 
fact the guilty one will try to judge and criticise Him, and 
demean Him. He will not wish to retain the knowledge of 
God in his memory (Romans 1: 21, 28; 3:11 ). The 
alternatives to knowing and obeying God are deliberate 
indifference, idolatry, the works of the flesh. As a theologian 
once said, ‘Satan only tempts where there is innocence. 
Where there is guilt he has already gained control’. 

(III) THE POWER OF SATAN’S SYSTEM OVER MAN 
Satan’s system may be said to be comprised of fallen 

angelic powers, demonic forces and spirits. It includes man 
where he has been ‘taken captive by his will’ (ie., the Devil’s 
will) and is energised by this ‘prince of the power of the air’. 
Satan has power over man by reason of guilt- we saw this in 
Hebrews 2: 14-15, I John 4: 18, and Jude 9. When we look at 
Galatians l: 4—’He gave Himself for our sins that He might 
deliver us from this present evil world (age)’, then we see 
that the world-system has power over 
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man by reason of his guilt, ie., his sins. The secret, as we 
have seen, of the power of evil, is the guilt of man, arising 
from his sin. 

We often read of the fact and principles of flesh, 
particularly in the New Testament. It really means man’s 
nature as created by God, but corrupted by sin. It is really the 
old Satanic principle of ‘I-against-God’. It may take very 
religious forms like ossified Phariseeism (cf, Luke 18:19 f), 
or evil forms called ‘the works of the flesh’. Romans 8:12 
says that believers are not debtors to the flesh, to live 
according to its dictates. This implies that they were debtors. 
They were under some obligation to the flesh, because of 
their guilt, or as Colossians 2:14-15 has it, ‘the legal 
demands of the law’. Thus man is held in the grip of the 
flesh, by guilt. It may also be seen that the law, and death 
both tyrannise a man by reason of his guilt. Add to this the 
many enticing and delusive forms of the occult, and it can be 
seen how quickly, yet imperceptibly, man comes into 
bondage. 

Satan, then, and his whole system with him; are aware that 
man-in-guilt is a bound man. Man-out-of guilt is a free man. 
Man is deeply bound by Satan, the world, the world-powers, 
the flesh, the law and death, and Satanic works, this grim 
round of bondage-experiences, until man is aware that life 
holds little or nothing for him, at least whilst he is in this 
state. 

(IV) GOD’S PLAN FOR THE ULTIMATE 
We have seen briefly, above, the nature of God’s plan for 

the ages. It is not just that He wishes to occupy men in doing 
something, but that every part 
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of that plan springs from, and is in conformity with His 
nature. His nature is first that of Father. Hence He wills to 
have His family. His nature at the same time is that of 
Creator. So He wills to bring His creation to His desired 
climax for it–into total harmony, and total purity. His nature 
is that of Redeemer, and thus He wills to redeem that which 
has come into bondage. His redemption includes not only 
release from evil, but release into a state of complete 
freedom. This means- through redemption and judgement–
that the entire universe will be purged of its evil elements, 
and totally portray His glory as Father Creator, Redeemer 
and Restorer. We have already examined the basic Scriptures 
which refer to this plan. 

However most of this intention, action and redemptive 
effect is included under the theme of ‘The Kingdom of God’. 

(V) THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
If, as we have said before, the Kingdom of God is 

primarily His rule and reign, rather than simply an area of 
His control, then it is clear that His initial creation reflected 
the glory of that Kingdom in a total way. Even more than 
reflecting, it expressed it Hence, with the rebellion of Satan 
and his minions, it would seem that the Kingdom, if not 
destroyed, was greatly impaired. For a vast force of angels, 
and then, mankind, to be opposed to God would seem to 
lessen the fullness and victory of that Kingdom. 

The answer to this is, ‘Not at all’. When it is 
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remembered that angels and men are only creatures, and that 
their natural-given powers are from God and not, innately, 
from themselves–all rebellion to the contrary. In fact, that 
rebellion was incorporated in God’s plan of grace. God is not 
caught unprepared. Nor is He as one caught, but yet able to 
create an expedient to meet this painful exigency. Far from it. 
He has His purpose in the evil which arises from the pride of 
Satan, angelic creatures, and man. 

What we are saying, in other terms is that God as 
Kingdom always prevails, even though we cannot see this 
fact through our natural eyes. The evidence generally seems 
to be to the contrary. That men might know and experience 
the triumph of His Kingdom, God has sent His King, His 
Messiah-Son, the Mediator-Creator, the Eternal Word, Him 
whom we know as Jesus. Preceded by John the Baptist who 
announced the Kingdom, Jesus Himself also announced the 
Kingdom, and then proceeded both to demonstrate its 
powers, and fulfil its authority. We will look at the nature of 
His victory through the Cross, Resurrection and the 
Ascension, but we must understand that what He 
accomplished on the Cross is being outworked in history, and 
is the means whereby the ultimate defeat of evil is fully 
effected. By this we do not mean that He saved the Kingdom, 
or that He added something to it, but that He simply 
expressed its powers and was the agent of effecting its 
designs. 

In other words, when the plan of God for the ultimate of 
history is effected by Christ and His Church, then the 
Kingdom of God will be seen in all its power and glory, as it 
really is, and as it has always, in fact, 
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really been. It will be seen that God’s power is, and has 
always been, total. 

2. CHRIST THE VICTOR:  
GOD’S VICTORY OVER EVIL 

‘Jesus is Lord’ was the famous cry of the early church. 
They saw a man as the ruler of the universe. This 
Cosmocrater was Lord, not only because of his origins of 
deity, but because in his humanity He had become victor 
over sin and death, and so over all the powers of evil. It is 
true that the Church came to know that he was the one 
through whom the Father created all creation, including the 
marvellous ages and systems (John 1: 1-4, Colossians l: 15-
17, Hebrews 1: 1-3, I Corinthians 8: 6). Even so, they were 
aware that He had ‘emptied Himself’ (Philippians 2:7). ie., 
He had become dependent upon the Father, as a man, and 
had not drawn upon the resources of His deity to effect 
anything which was required of His humanity, as humanity. 
He relinquished nothing of His deity, but yet was not in the 
appearance of man, whilst utilising the resources of his deity. 
He was truly man’ as He proved Himself to be Lord. 

His coming as Redeemer had been prophesied as long 
back as the event of the Garden–Genesis 3: 15.-John says 
‘For this purpose the Son of God was manifested-that He 
might destroy the works of the devil’ (I John 3: 8). If Satan’s 
works, past, present and future, were to be destroyed, then 
His victory was to be one of wide and all-embracing 
dimensions. Confronting Him were the vast constellations of 
evil 

THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 39

angelic powers, spirits and demons, whilst man’s enmity–as 
man– would confront him, the man. 

(I) CHRIST: HIS PRACTICAL CLAIMS AND 
VICTORY 

The angel had told Joseph, ‘Call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins’. John the Baptist had 
said ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world’. To do this Jesus would have to disarm and unseat the 
Devil and his hosts. He claimed to do just this. Speaking of 
Satan He said, ‘When a strong man, fully armed, guards his 
own palace, his goods are in peace; but when one stronger 
than he assails him, and overcomes him, he takes away his 
armour in which he trusted, and divides his spoil. He who is 
not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with 
me, scatters’ (Luke 11: 21-23). 

In this statement He is saying that Satan is strong, but that 
He Himself is stronger. He is saying that the die is cast, the 
battle is in action, and all men must decide on which side 
they are. None can be neutral. It is war to the death. Later He 
said, ‘Now is the judgement of this world; now is the prince 
of this world cast out’ (John 12: 31). 

In practical fact Satan never got the upper hand of Him. 
Satan had been warned that it would be the seed of woman 
who would destroy him; and Satan sought to destroy that 
seed in the massacre of the innocents (Matthew 2: 16-18). 
Doubtless the evil powers witnessed the baptism of Christ in 
Jordan, and 
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without doubt heard the affirmation of the Father, ‘This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased’. Certainly Satan 
sought to bring the new Messiah under his own tutelage. The 
Holy Spirit brought Christ into the test, in the wilderness, as 
Satan sought the allegiance of the attested Messiah-King. He 
was fearfully defeated, so much so that he had to withdraw 
from Jesus, doubtless to recover. Jesus had refused his 
methods of obtaining the Kingdom, and scorned any other 
way than that of the Cross. 

Jesus met the appalling havoc Satan had created in the 
affairs of men and nature. He saw sickness which had been 
effected by Satan; He witnessed the depravity of demon-
infested humans; He viewed the possession of the elements- 
the wind and waves- by demonic forces. He saw with 
indignation the cowering fear and terror of men before death, 
and witnessed the levels of obscenity to which man had been 
reduced. He who had created man to be upright (Ecclesiastes 
7: 29) and noble, (Genesis 1: 26) saw him grovelling before 
death. Jesus then healed those afflicted by evil sicknesses; He 
cleansed men and women of impure demonic forces*; He 
rebuked the wind and the waves –and they were calm; He 
raised the levels of depressed man when He cried, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life’. He cleansed the fear of death. All 
of this He did in a very practical way, thus demonstrating the 
Kingdom of God. So see Luke 10: 1-20, 9: 1-2, Matthew 12: 
28. 

Wonderful and necessary as was all this, He could not, 
forever, go about this created world, casting out 

                                                 
* See Appendix- 'The Question of Exorcism 
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demons, healing and restoring. He had to effect a victory 
which would wrest Satan’s weapons and armour from him, 
cripple his powers, and ultimately destroy this arch-enemy of 
God and man. This He did on the Cross, at the Resurrection, 
and by the Ascension. 

(II) THE VICTORY OF THE CROSS 
The mode and the manner of the victory was this:—Man, 

as we have seen, through his guilt, has been under the grip of 
evil powers- Satan, sin, death, the world, the world-powers, 
the flesh, the law, and so his conscience. For one to destroy 
guilt would be the masterstroke which would release man, 
and take away from evil its power to dominate the universe. 
Somehow make a man pure and Satan’s grip would fall away 
from him. 

The Kingdom’s announcement, we remember, included 
the remission of sins. Likewise the Messiah would ‘Preach 
the Gospel to the poor, bind up the broken-hearted, set at 
liberty them that were bruised and proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord’. When Jesus said on the night of His 
betrayal, ‘This is my blood which is shed for you and for 
many, for the remission of sins’, He was really saying ‘He 
who commits sin is (forever) the bond-slave of sin, but now 
the Son, who sets free, will set you free indeed’. The mode of 
liberation was to take away the sin of the world, and so 
deliver it from the terrible indictment of its God-defying 
rebellion. It was to release man from the excruciating 
anguish of accusation by the Master-accuser, Satan. 
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For this reason Jesus said, ‘Now is the prince of this world 
come’. He meant, ‘Coming to the event of the Cross’: He 
added, ‘He has nothing in me’. He meant, ‘He has no rightful 
point of accusation, for I have never sinned’. Then He said, 
‘But that the world may know that I love the Father, as the 
Father has given me commandment, so I do’. He meant. ‘The 
Father has commanded me to take upon myself the sin of the 
world, and so Satan not only has something on me, he now 
has everything upon me, for on me is all the sin of the world, 
all the sins of all men for all time’. 

Satan was coming, without doubt. In John 15: 18-27, 
Jesus expresses His deep feelings concerning the enmity of 
the world. He also speaks of overcoming the world. He says 
that Satan has been judged (John 16: 11-33). When He meets 
the rabble in the garden, He says, ‘Now is your hour, and the 
authority of darkness’ (Luke 22: 53). It is a terrible saying, 
because it revealed the fact that the powers of darkness are 
about to be unleashed upon Him. In the hour of dreadful 
accusation they have immense power. The whole thing which 
man dreads- death and the judgement- Christ is about to take 
upon Himself. Psalms 22 and 69 express the fierceness of 
evil’s attack, and the horror of the same evil when 
experienced by one who is totally sinless. 

 

Nevertheless He bears the sin and guilt of man. Painfully 
He takes its impact, bears its terrible suffering, goes down 
into its polluted depths, struggles with it in the dimensions 
and confines of His own conscience, and plays it out until it 
is exhausted, expended obliterated and extinguished. Death 
firstly has dominion 
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over Him, and then it no more has dominion over Him, He 
defeats it. Christ of Himself is greater than is sin of itself. Sin 
cannot stand against the incredible, the dynamic purity of His 
conscience. Sin in the ultimate is seared by such Holiness, 
and Satan is horribly destroyed by such Holy love and 
immense moral power. 

 

Hence we read, ‘Forasmuch as the children are flesh and 
blood He likewise became as them, that He through death 
might destroy him who has the might of death, even the 
devil, and deliver them, who through fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage’ (Hebrews 2: 14-15). This 
then is ‘destroying the works of the devil’ (I John 3:8 ). This 
is the stronger-than-the strong, breaking down the strong 
man’s palace, liberating his captives, and dividing his spoil. 
This is the judgement of the world; this is the casting out of 
its prince. This is the victory-of-Christ- man freed from the 
elements of his guilt, and acquitted from paralysing 
condemnation. ‘There is no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus’. 

 

The Resurrection of the man Jesus was part of this victory 
of the cross. No resurrection, and the cross would have been 
fruitless. Satan is permanently put out of action, because of 
the destruction of guilt. Had guilt destroyed Him on the 
cross, and kept Him in the pangs of death, then there would 
be no victory. The risen man was Lord over sin because He 
was Lord over death. It needed, then, only the attestation of 
the Ascension, His being seated at the right hand of God, to 
fully seal the victory. Then sealed it was. 
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(III) THE ONGOING VICTORY 

(a) ITS PLAN AND SOURCE 

The New Testament depicts the end-time as sealing the 
defeat of Satan and evil powers. At that time all evil will be 
banished to the lake of fire. All rebellion will be sealed off. 
Impurity will have no place in all heaven and earth. This of 
course would alone fit the nature and purpose of God for His 
own creation. How then, is this conclusion effected? 

Evil is a moral problem, and can have only a moral 
solution. We mean that evil is not destroyed by some great 
force of God which operates when He pleases. By nature of 
the case it must be destroyed by way of the Cross. This is 
difficult to explain, yet it is the case. Satan is rendered 
powerless by the Cross. In the ultimate it will be this power 
which will render him forever harmless. Hence whilst 
Hebrews 2:14-15 speaks of Satan’s defeat by the Cross, and 
whilst Colossians 2:14-15 speaks of principalities and powers 
being likewise defeated through that act, yet I Corinthians 
15:24-28 speaks of a process yet to come, whereby the evil 
powers are put down in finality. 

We must insist then, that the power by which they are put 
down is that victory of the Cross. 

(b) THE OUTWORKING OF THE VICTORY 

Doubtless Satan, even though man’s guilt has been 
destroyed, is nevertheless still working. The New Testament 
warns us of this. ‘Your adversary the devil goes about, 
seeking whom he may destroy’. Paul warns 

THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD 

 45

that he can transform himself into an angel of light-seducing 
mankind. Revelation 12:10 speaks of him still accusing the 
children of God. A new convert must not be made an eider or 
he will become proud and so fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. How is it then, that Satan can still be powerful, can 
attack, and even succeed, when we claim that the Cross has 
defeated him. 

The answer is that Satan still has power over men when 
they will not believe in the Cross, its work, and its victory. II 
Corinthians 4:3-4 tells us, ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, 
it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the likeness of God’. For believers, however, 
this should not be the case. Look at the victory the early 
Church experienced: 

John said: ‘... He who is in you, is greater than He who is 
in the world’. He added, ‘For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that overcomes 
the world, our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world but 
he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?’ (see I John 4: 
4, 5: 4-5). Hence he could write to the young men, ‘I am 
writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the 
evil one . . . you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one’ (I John 2: 13-14). 
Again, in Revelation 12:11 we read, ‘They conquered him by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony for 
they loved not their lives unto death’. Though Satan 
continually 
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accused them they looked to the death which absolved them 
from such accusations. 

Again in James 4:7 our humility in Christ sets us up 
strongly to resist Satan so that he flees from us. Also in I 
Peter 5:6-9 humility is again the context in which Satan 
cannot touch us. We are to ‘resist him; firm in the faith’. This 
faith is the same faith which Paul describes in Ephesians 6: 
10-17. The shield of faith destroys the flaming darts of 
Satanic accusation – faith that is, which is in the victory of 
Christ’s Cross. 

We say then, that the victory of the Cross is outworked 
each time Satan is rebuffed, defeated, or caused to flee, in the 
life of the Christian. Hence we do well to heed such advice as 
‘Let not the sun go down upon your wrath; neither give place 
to the devil’. ‘Be vigilant, be sober, for your adversary the 
devil goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
devour.’ The injunctions to be humble, to keep our loins 
girded, to be watchful, vigilant and sober- all these tell us we 
can experience victory only when we are earnest about the 
fact of the battle against evil. Let him who thinks he stands, 
take heed lest he fall, Pride and sensuality will give Satan an 
opportunity to work. The battle is a constant one. Hence let 
us be strengthened in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
Let us put on the whole armour of God. Let us not hesitate to 
be in the battle. 

Let us also remember we have weapons which are not 
fleshly, but which are spiritual. These are mighty, since they 
can assist us, not only in resisting Satan, but in purling down 
his strongholds (II Corinthians 10:1 if). The believer then, as 
he lives and walks in 
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the Spirit, and fights the fight of faith, can know victory over 
Satan and his powers and so keep himself from the world. To 
the degree to which he does this, to that degree does Christ’s 
victory of the Cross, have its expression and triumph in the 
world and in time. 

( c) THE PATTERN OF SATAN’S DEFEAT IN HISTORY 

Two things are clear to us: (1) God’s plan and its ultimate 
victory, and (2) Satan’s plan and its ultimate defeat. Satan’s 
desire is to be as God Himself, to rule the angels and 
mankind, and to be worshipper as God in the temple of God. 
When Satan supplants man as the lord of creation, he cannot 
envisage the redemption of man to that position. When he 
creates his own world-system, and seeks to replace the 
world-system as God has created it, then he believes the 
place of idolatry will hold man in bondage permanently. He 
cannot believe man can be redeemed, and opposes the 
redemption of the Cross, by seeking to deceive man again 
into believing he is under guilt. He organises his angelic-
demonic forces, and seeks to stimulate the flesh principle 
throughout mankind, whether it is that section which is under 
redemption or not.  

 

We also need to remind ourselves that God is the God of 
nations. He is concerned with people as such, and not only 
single persons. He is seeking to win the kingdoms of this 
world, to subdue the nations and to bring in the nations, to 
Himself. Revelation 21:24-26 47 
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says, ‘By its (the Holy City’s) light shall the nations walk, 
and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it . . . 
they shall bring into it, the glory and honour of nations’. 
Revelation 22:2 speaks of ‘the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations’. 

As God is the God of peoples, so angelic powers, which 
are evil, seek to enslave peoples. Any defeat of Satan must 
include the liberation of the nations. Hence the Gospel must 
be preached to all the nations before the end can come. In I 
Corinthians 15:24-28 it is evident that these ‘people-angels’ 
will have been defeated. The unrepentant of the nations- 
known as ‘Gog and Magog’, will seek to destroy the people 
who are now the people of God. They will not succeed 
(Revelation 20: 7-10). The book of the Revelation needs to 
be read carefully in order to understand the pattern by which 
Satan is defeated. 

Briefly the pattern is this: Christ, the Lion of the tribes of 
Judah has prevailed to unveil history, and to effect its plan 
(chapter 5). As He opens the seals of the scroll there are 
actions which happen upon earth, which are hurtful to 
mankind. Likewise when the seventh seal is opened it relates 
to the blowing of seven trumpets which bring an even more 
hurtful action upon creation. The seventh trumpet announces 
the victory of God when His servants will be rewarded and 
the time for ‘destroying the destroyers of the earth’ will have 
come. Whilst we are not to understand the various thing as 
happenings in one continuum of time, yet we are to 
understand that they will happen, even 
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if not literally in the forms described. When Satan is defeated 
and cast out of heaven, he accelerates his dreadful work on 
earth persecuting the Church, and seeking further to enrol 
mankind under his banner. He is operative through the beast, 
then another beast, and then an image of the first beast. 
Related to these is the false prophet. Seven bowls of God’s 
wrath are poured out upon earth. All this time the evil powers 
are operating, increasing demonic power, but whilst the 
nations seek to oppose God, He brings His judgements upon 
them, until the great world-system Babylon itself, is 
destroyed. Following this the Lamb of God—Christ- goes 
out to conquer and defeat the beast, the false prophet, and the 
armies who ally themselves with evil. The beast and the 
prophet are captured, and the armies are slain. Satan is then 
bound for 1000 years, and, on being released, seeks to 
deceive the nations again. He brings his enormous army to 
defeat the people of God, but is thrown into the lake of fire 
with the beast and the prophet–God and Magog being 
destroyed. Thus ends the historic action of evil, and so the 
new heaven and the new earth appear, and the triumph of 
God is complete. 

One of the problems in a brief summary like this, is that 
the very descriptions of what has happened and will happen 
belong to a chronology which is not ours, and the whole is 
clothed in the language of apocalyptic. By apocalyptic we 
mean the figurative language of revelation, not the language 
of literal description. If one literally accepts certain terms, 
and not others, then one is confronted. with a curious mixture 
of the literal and the figurative. However what 
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does emerge is that deep suffering will come upon the earth 
related both to the will of God, and the rebellion of evil. In 
the ultimate God will be seen to triumph, whilst evil will be 
seen to be vanquished. What must be grasped is that even 
when God seems to fail to hold the upper hand, He is in fact, 
in absolute control. In all the descriptions of suffering and 
evil’s seeming triumph the phrasing makes it clear that God 
is in control. For example Revelation 17: 17, ‘For God has 
put it into their hearts to carry out His purpose by being of 
one mind and giving over their royal power to the beast, until 
the words of God shall be fulfilled’. Many great minds, 
spiritually attuned, have sought to work out a clear pattern, 
mode, and chronology of events, but have been baffled. The 
Scriptures, and, in particular, the Book of the Revelation 
have given us the general thrust of God’s plan for the defeat 
of evil, and, at the least, we can be sure of that. 

Meanwhile, in the in-between time, the time between the 
Cross and the end-time, we are seeing Christ work out His 
plan, and this He has purposed to do through the Church. 

( d) THE CHURCH AND SATAN’S DEFEAT 

It can be stated, almost as an axiom- ‘Christ does nothing 
without His Church’. This is clear from the commands He 
gave to His people prior to His ascension. They were to go 
into all the world, making disciples of all peoples. They were 
to teach them those things which Christ had commanded. 
Christ would then be with them, even though He were seated 
at 
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the right hand of God. He was seated there in order to reign, 
and direct, with that divine authority, but in practice He was 
with them. His presence is dynamically communicated by the 
Holy Spirit. 

In order to fulfil His will the Church has received from 
Christ His very fullness (Ephesians 1: 22-23). This is in the 
form of His Holy Spirit, the gifts of ministries to the Church, 
and the gifts distributed by the Spirit to each member of the 
Church. With these gifts and power are also weapons by 
which the Church may wage warfare. 

As Christ, in Palestine, waged war on evil by healings, 
exorcisms, and forgiveness of sins, so by the same His 
Church wages spiritual warfare. In fact it is Christ doing this, 
through His Church. The fight is the fight of faith. When the 
Church has faith in the complete work of the Cross; when it 
dispels the guilt of men and women, and sets them free, then 
are the forces of darkness defeated. When it shows the love 
of God so that men are motivated to obey from love, then is 
evil defeated. When darkness and impurity become abhorrent 
to the people of God; then is darkness defeated. When love 
and humility clothe the members of Christ; then is Satan 
overcome. When the accusations of the enemy are countered 
by the justification of the Cross; then is evil rendered 
powerless. 

The rest –how Christ is working out that plan, detail by 
detail- why in fact, much of that is hidden from us. What is 
clear however is that Christ is one with His Church, and as 
His Church is one with Him- the branches in the vine, then 
the victory of 
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Christ will go on being worked out until ‘the kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and His 
Christ, and He shall reign forever’. In that day ‘every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of the Father’. 
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APPENDIX: 

 

THE QUESTION OF EXORCISM 

Firstly we need to define our terms. The Greek verb ‘to 
exorcise’ (exorkizo) is not used in the Bible. The verb ‘to east 
out’ (ekballo) is used. Again the verb ‘possess’ as such is not 
used. In most cases it is said that a person is ‘demonised’ 
(diamonizomai), which some would say amounts to the same 
thing. However ‘possessed’ gives the view that the host-
person is completely possessed by the demon. This is not the 
case. From time to time he is subject to directive action by 
the demon. Somewhere his will is still operative. Sometimes 
the verb to have (echo) is used. For example in Acts 8:7 we 
read of those ‘having unclean spirits’, as also in Acts 16:16 
the girl had a spirit of divination. 

Obviously when there is a spirit of dumbness (Matthew 9: 
33) the person is kept dumb; likewise with a spirit of 
infirmity (Luke 13: 11) that one is subject to the particular 
sickness. In some cases the nature of the spirit, or demon, is 
not stated. We are told that Mary Magdalene was demonised 
by seven demons. In the case of the demoniac at Gadara a 
large number of demons had entered into him, and ruled him 
powerfully. 

There are some puzzling points about the use of the words 
‘demon’ and ‘spirits’. In Mark 1:23 we are told there was a 
man with an unclean spirit, and 
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in Luke 4:33 it says he had the ‘spirit of an unclean demon’. 
It could mean they were the one. In Luke 8:29 it is the 
unclean spirit who is commanded to come out, and this spirit 
is equated in this verse with the demon. In Mark 5: 6-10, 
there is one unclean spirit, who is also called a demon, who 
speaks for all the demonic forces. Whilst to us it is puzzling, 
it does seem that one demon is leading or has authority over 
the other demons. This would accord with the idea that in 
their unfallen state these spirits or demons had been given 
useful powers and that there had been, amongst them, 
gradations of authority. 

When it comes to casting out demons we have quite a deal 
of information. We are told that, when Jesus came into 
certain situations, demons cried out. One occasion- the first 
recorded in the Gospels- suggests that the demon tried to east 
Jesus from the synagogue, but without success. His cry was 
‘What have we to do with you’. He then confesses as did 
others, who Christ is- ‘The Holy One of God’. They fear that 
Jesus has come to destroy them (Luke 4: 34), and on one 
occasion to torment (Luke 8: 28) and so they ask not to be 
sent into the abyss which Revelation 9:1 seems to indicate is 
the prison of the demon powers. 

Only on one occasion does Jesus hold conversation with 
these powers and that was the event just noted. He permitted 
the demons to go into swine, which themselves were 
drowned. This was possibly to save the local people, into 
whom they may have wished to enter. In any case we see 
these spirits seek to be embodied. It appears that they dislike 
a void, and need to relate 
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to personal beings. Jesus, then, did not hold conversations, 
and even though He asked the name, and only, on this one 
occasion, it was of the man He asked the name. On all 
occasions He simply commanded with authority, whether the 
demons had inflicted the host with sickness, deafness, or 
dumbness, or simply ill-used them. He commanded the 
demonic forces which disturbed the natural elements of the 
wind and the waves. As He commanded, so they obeyed. He 
used no formula. 

The disciples were invested with this authority of Jesus (cf 
Luke 9: 1-2, 10: 1, 17-20) during His ministry in Palestine, 
and they accordingly exercised it, though on at least one 
occasion they were not successful, as we see in Luke 9: 3743. 
After His resurrection Jesus gave this authority to His 
followers, and following Pentecost they used it with great 
effect. This is seen in Mark 16: 16-19, Acts 2: 43, 4: 30, 5: 
12-16. Incidentally Acts 5:16 speaks of people being 
tormented (or afflicted) by unclean spirits. In Acts 8: 7, it 
seems that, with the powerful ministry of Philip the 
evangelist, spirits themselves came out of people, crying out. 
We do not know whether or not they were commanded by 
Philip. Other casting out of demons is seen in Acts 16: 16-18, 
and 19: 11-20. The mode of casting out spirits is not 
described, but it can be gathered from Acts 4:17 cf 19: 13, 
that everything was done in the name of Christ. 

A summary of the New Testament picture of demonic 
operations, the action of the Kingdom, and the defeat and 
casting out of evil spirits would be, briefly, as follows: 
Normally infestation of demonic 
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powers would be expected where there was idolatry. 
Although there was no basic idolatry in Israel, at the time, 
demonic operations were very manifest. It is this puzzling 
fact to which Jesus points in Luke 11: 18-26. He means 
‘Israel has related to idolatry but has purged itself. Now 
however seven devils worse than the original have come, ie., 
Israel is seven times more infested. However I am against the 
prince of demons – Satan. I am stronger than he and will 
vanquish him. All must join me in the battle. He who does 
not join me is against me’. Likewise when he stated that 
those who did not hear Him were of their father, the devil, 
He was referring to members of Israel (John 8: 21-44). 

 

Whenever He cast out demons it was the Kingdom of God 
coming, and in particular coming upon evil. Evil retreated 
before Him, and the Kingdom advanced (Matthew 12: 28). 
Likewise His authority could not be opposed successfully by 
any demon or spirit. His victory of the Cross sealed His 
authority as Jesus the Man, who was now Jesus the Lord. His 
authority was to be exercised through His people. Hence His 
followers, and not only His apostles, were given authority to 
defeat demonic powers. This is why they speak to demons 
and cast them out in the same fashion. 

 

So far we have no problems. When however we come on 
to the modern scene it is fraught with difficulties and 
problems. Questions are asked such as, ‘Are there demons 
today?’, ‘Can Christians have demons?’, ‘How do we cast 
out demons?’, ‘Are all sicknesses from demonic powers?’ 
The answers to these questions are not easy to give. 
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There are demons today, without doubt. This matter is 
clear to missionaries and nationals who have to deal with 
these evil powers. Nor may we assume any country is free 
from such. The continuing obsession with the occult in 
Western countries, doubtless gives demonic forces great 
encouragement. We see from Revelation 9:’1-11 that such 
demons are numerous. One problem we face is the 
connection between what we know today as the occult, and 
actual demonic forces. That there is a connection is not in 
doubt. Both relate to idolatry in one form or another. 
Unfortunately there is an almost morbid preoccupation with 
the occult and demonic powers, and such preoccupation is 
wholly absent from the New Testament Church. They meet 
these forces in their proclamation of the Gospel, and wrestle 
with them, defeating them. They are said to have overcome 
the evil one, to have made him flee, and demonic powers 
cannot stand against them. They realise that such are only 
creatures of the universe, and therefore cannot oppose God 
successfully. They went forward to pull down Satanic 
strongholds (II Corinthians 10: 1, f, of, Ephesians 6: 10-17, I 
John 2: 12-14). 

The question as to whether Christians can have demons is 
strongly bandied about, and it is difficult to discuss the 
subject very objectively as both sides feel the matter very 
deeply. It must be admitted that there is no specific case, in 
the New Testament, of Christians being demonised. Whilst 
undoubtedly believers were warned against the whole Satanic 
system, they themselves do not seem to be ‘demon obsessed’, 
as many are today. What has to be seen is that a Christian 
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can get into desperate spiritual straits. This is made so clear 
in the New Testament. * 

What must be closely examined is that only to some is 
given the gift of the-discernment of spirits (I Corinthians 12: 
10). It would be dangerous for those who do not have this 
gift to seek to discern spirits. Probably this discernment 
relates to the uses of prophecy and perhaps tongues and 
interpretation. However it must go beyond even this range. 
Satan is a seducer, and his servants also, as Paul warns in II 
Corinthians 11: 13-15, and John warns of the action of 
Antichrist in the last days (I John 2:18-29 and 4: 1-6). In his 
case he warns all believers to be on their guard for 
discernment here relates to what is being taught. In this case 
it is by men, who are motivated and manipulated by Satan. 

We must also see that many Christians have very vague 
understandings of their faith. So few understand, in depth and 
experience, the nature of the victory d Christ, the fullness of 
forgiveness, the totality of repentance, and the complete girl 
of the Holy Spirit. This is why they are tossed to and fro, 
with every wind of doctrine (see Ephesians 4: 14). They 
often feel depressed, defeated, inferior, failures. The works 
of the flesh seem to be in their lives rather than the fruit of 
the Spirit. It is not difficult for them to believe they have 
demons. If, however, they believe this, they are even more 
depressed. Add to this what are currently called their ‘hang-
ups’, and that is catastrophic. These residual problems of 
earlier years make 

                                                 
* Study closely the relevant Scriptures and see the depths into which 

believers may come, although they ought not. It is fruitless to say on the one 
hand, 'These were surely Christians', and on the other. 'These were never 
Christians' Warnings against such backsliding and even apostasy, were given to 
the Church. That is enough. 
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them the easy target for certain states, even mediumistic 
states. 

 

‘We mean by this that the accusation that they have a 
demon will cause them to go into fear, even hysteria, and 
they will quickly manifest such states. They may even give 
themselves over, in their unwitting despair, to occult forces. 
Add to this the suggestion that someone in the family has 
related to the occult, and that the effects are disastrous, even 
to believers, and they will be candidates for exorcism 
sessions. Many books are being published which deal with 
the occult and suggest almost fatalistically, that where 
persons or families have related either consciously or 
unconsciously to the occult, that this link can continue, even 
powerfully after conversion. This is puzzling. Is not the 
person’s guilt entirely removed at the point of repentance and 
forgiveness? Is Satan so powerful that he can continue to 
control a person’s life? Where Father, Son’ and Spirit 
indwell the new Christian (cf John 14: 15-23), do demons 
dwell alongside? It must be seen that this teaching, ie., that 
demonic forces can still in some way control believers, must 
induce fear, ‘destroy assurance and make persons candidates 
for mediumistic states. Without doubt there arc Scriptures 
which speak of a believer being in states of deception, of the 
flesh, and of backsliding. In these states that person can be 
open to demonic onslaught. Nevertheless often it .is the 
person who is not in such a state who is said to ‘have 
demons’. This is not only confusing, but often unsettling, 
after a disastrous manner. It is so easy to see as demonic, that 
which in fact is part of the action of our mind and will. 
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A number of things must therefore be kept in mind: (1) 
We must always assume Christ’s victory is total, and that it is 
unthinkable that we as Christians should submit to, or be 
inhabited by demons. (2) This fact should never be presumed 
upon. Faith and humility are the constant counter to satanic 
attack, invasion and seduction. (3) The works of the flesh, are 
the works of the flesh, and not demons. A work of the flesh 
cannot be cast out for it is not a demon. It relates to our wills. 
To call it a demon, and to ‘cast it out’ is only to find it still 
present when the mood has passed. (4) anyone can be 
frightened into a mediumistic state when he becomes fearful. 
Here we distinguish between demonic oppression and 
demonic possession. In this state he can unconsciously give 
himself over to demonic action. If however he uses the shield 
of faith, ie. in the full victory of Christ, he can remain 
untouched. (5) The casting out of demons must never be 
undertaken where there is doubt as to the nature of another’s 
problem. Experimenting is highly dangerous. (6) One must 
live a ‘life of godly discipline, freedom from sensuality and 
self-indulgence, in order to be fitted for the moment of 
demonic confrontation. To the degree to which one lives this 
way, to that degree one can face the actions of evil forces, 
and defeat them. (7) Demon obsession is giving over-
attention to what the powers of evil are seeking to do. It is 
taking an interest in the ‘hoodlum-action’ of darkness. One 
must be positively orientated to the Lordship and continuing 
victory of Christ. In this way powers of evil will fear to 
approach and will rice when commanded. Obsession with the 
occult will often cause believers to look at 
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everything in life as demon dominated and so ignore the 
large victory of the Cross and Resurrection. (8) The most 
positive way to effect liberation in people who are needy is to 
point them to Christ and His victory, and to emphasise what 
has happened to believers—they are acquitted of guilt, totally 
liberated, are under the protective Lordship of Christ, and 
they must live in this freedom. Only then will demon-
obsession wither and die. Only then will one ‘be strong in the 
Lord and in the Power of His might’. Only then will one ‘quit 
himself like a man, and be strong’. 
 


	Cover
	CONTENTS
	THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS
	THE VICTORY OF GOD
	APPENDIX:

