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“‘This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 
laws on their hearts and write them on their 
minds,” then He adds, “I will remember their 
sins and their misdeeds no more”.’ 

This assurance given in Hebrews 10: 16, 17 is the 
Lord’s promise made originally in Jeremiah 31, and 
now fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
 
The writing of God’s law in our hearts and minds is 
that action of the Spirit of God whereby we are 
united with the will and the law of God. His mind 
and our minds are one and in harmony. God’s law is 
internalised in His children so that it is not only a 
part of them, but also their delight to know and do. 
 
This inwriting of God’s law in the hearts of His 
people is in the context of knowing God. Such 
knowing comes through the total forgiveness of 
God.  
 

‘They shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.’ 
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When God’s children are no longer estranged from 
His love, but restored by that love, reinstated into 
vital fellowship, and alive from the death of sin, 
then their will is to willingly do the will of God. 
Hence it is a delight to the children of God. 
 
The Psalmist speaks of this delight repeatedly. ‘I 
delight to do thy will, 0 my God; thy law is within 
my heart’ (Psalm 40: 8). These words show that the 
will of God is the same as the law of God. The will 
of God being in his heart (i.e. the centre of his 
affections) gives him a willing heart. ‘In the way of 
thy testimonies I delight as much as in all riches’ 
(Psalm 119: 19). Obedience to that law brings joyful 
delight. Repeatedly he says, ‘I delight in thy law’, or 
‘O, how I love thy law (119: 98). 
 
In similar vein, the apostle Paul, after previous 
years as a Pharisee and a prattler of the law can 
now say, ‘I delight in the law of God in my inmost 
self’ (Romans 7: 22). 
 
In these studies of ‘The Delight of Law’, we will 
consider the nature of the law, to see it as God’s 
law, the law of love. Then, in dealing with the 
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deceitful use made of the law by sin, to see the 
operation of law in dealing with sin. Next we come 
to that place where we know the fulfilment of law 
in Jesus Christ. And finally, to know what it means 
for the law of God to be written in our hearts, 
making it a pleasure to know and a delight to obey. 

THE NATURE OF THE LAW 

What do we mean by the Law? Generally people 
show an aversion to law. We have a conception of a 
hard, often harsh, rigid, impersonal law which is 
restrictive and antagonistic. It is viewed as 
abstract, wooden and a legalistic bind. 
 
This view and feeling is due in part to our personal 
conditioning. For some, a background of cold, strict 
religious experience has given them a ‘revulsion’ to 
law. This is particularly true if you have been 
bound by a pharisaical law-keeping bondage. 
 
Our societal conditioning has also had its effect, 
with its rejection of ‘Authority’, and in particular 
any law which is above us and which threatens our 
own autonomy. Then again, our reaction to law 
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could also be saying something about us. It could be 
saying something about our fear of it; fear of what 
it might say to us, what it might expect of us. 

The Personal Law of God 

The law is not abstracted from God, except when 
man sinfully makes it so. It is called, ‘The Law of 
the Lord’ or ‘His Law’. God addresses His people in 
terms of ‘My law’. The sense and purpose of the law 
can only be known when we know God. The 
knowledge of the law can never be ‘had’ apart from 
the deepest intentions of the Law-Giver. When the 
law is thought of apart from the living God, then it 
is transmogrified--its form and appearance is 
greatly altered into a legalistic, abstract ordinance. 

It is in the law that God personally lays claim 
to man’s fellowship. Thus the law is the expression 
of God’s gracious will for His people. Read Exodus 
20. ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the land of bondage. You 
shall have no other gods before me.’ The issue here 
is not abstract morality, but the relation of 
communion which is utterly concrete and can never 

THE DELIGHT OF LAW 

 5

be comprehended apart from that fellowship. 
 

Thus Paul writes, ‘The law is spiritual’ 
(Romans 7:17 ). It is not a bare letter. It is not an 
external morality code. By ‘spiritual’ Paul certainly 
does not mean that the law is simply ‘religious’, or 
that it has to do with the way we feel emotionally. 
The personal law of God is spiritual in authorship, 
it is designed for persons and speaks to persons at 
the depths of their personal relationship with the 
living God. 
 
Now David’s words quoted earlier can come through 
more dearly to us as he speaks of his relationship 
with the God who puts a new song in his mouth, ‘I 
delight to do thy will, 0 my God, thy law is within 
my heart” (Psalm 40: 8). 

The Creational Law of God 

Paul says in Romans 2:20 that in the law we have 
‘the embodiment of knowledge and truth’. ‘Truth’ is 
things as they really are- the true nature and being 
of creation. God’s law is the inscribing of what is 
already written into the nature of creation; 
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knowledge and truth in visible form. It gives us a 
true understanding of the nature and purpose of 
God. It also gives true knowledge of our selves, our 
destiny and our responsibility to God, our fellow 
man (our neighbours) and the rest of creation. 
 
Creation, with man at its climax, is essentially a 
unity, functionally harmonious and related in and 
by the reality of love. At its completion God looked 
and saw that it was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1: 31). Man 
knew the will of God ‘because he knew God. God 
has written His law in the heart of man who is 
created in His image and likeness. There was no 
divergence of wills. 
 
The law is not an extra which God invented after 
man’s fall. It is His gracious putting into words 
what has already been. So that if a man commits 
adultery with his neighbour’s wife, he does not 
break an abstract rule, but he goes against the way 
he is creationally structured. Man’s creation for 
faithfulness is explicated in the law. This is the way 
of law. 
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Because of the entrance of sin into the world by 
man’s inexplicable disobedience, men now ‘suppress 
the truth’ in their wickedness (Romans l: 18), the 
truth that is written into and exhibited in creation. 
The consequence and judgement is that they 
‘became futile in their thinking and their senseless 
minds were darkened’ (Romans 1:21 ). 

Love is the meaning of the Law 

Our mistake is to see love and law as opposites. To 
pit law and gospel against each other. To picture 
God as hard, and as an enemy, by law; and as an 
understanding friend, by the gospel. But we cannot 
dissect God into two parts like this. The God of the 
law is the same God of the gospel. 
 
(a) The Sum of Love. A lawyer asked Jesus: 
‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
law?’ He answered him, ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it, you shall 
love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the law and the 
prophets’ 
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(Matthew 22: 34- 40). Law is summed up in love. 
Love is the meaning and essence of the law. 
 
(b) The Definition of Love. Law can never be 
separated from God’s person, therefore law cannot 
be contradictory to His nature. ‘God is love’ (I John 
4: 8, 16). All of God’s being, action, character and 
will is declared in this living fact. The law of God is 
the expression of God’s will. His will is love. 
Therefore, the commandments are the defining of 
what love is. 
 
(c) Unless love is the essence and concentration of 
what the law requires, the law could not be fulfilled 
in love. ‘Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another; for. he who loves his neighbour has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall 
not commit adultery, You shall not steal, you shall 
not covet’, and any other commandment are 
summed up in this sentence, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself. Love does no wrong to a 
neighbour, therefore love is the fulfilling of the law’. 
(Romans 13:8 - 10, cf Gal. 5: 14; James 2: 8.) 
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(d) Law is the Expression of God’s love. By it we 
learn what love means. Here we have the 
‘embodiment of knowledge and truth’. To love 
means to obey the law. To obey the law is to love-
because love is the meaning of the law. 
(e) To go further, the law can only be truly known in 
the context of love. Outside of this context we do not 
really know the law, but only a moralistic code. We 
may still see it as the law of the lawgiver, but that 
lawgiver will be very different from the God of the 
Gospels. 

For Our Good 

‘So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy 
and just and good’ (Romans 7: 12). It expresses the 
holiness of God’s love which is just and righteous; a 
love and a law which is good. It is good in itself and 
good for us, both in knowing and in doing it. 
 
God’s giving of His law to His people was their 
blessing. To ancient Israel this was the sign of their 
being God’s covenant people (Romans 9: 4, 5). 
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This was their privilege and life. ‘He declares his 
word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to 
Israel,’ says the Psalmist. ‘He has not dealt thus 
with any other nation; they do not know His 
ordinances. Praise the Lord!’ (Psalm 147: 19, 20). 
 
It is in the doing of the law that we live. To do so is 
to know more and more of God, to know more of His 
love. When we love someone, we want to do what 
they want. Jesus says, ‘If you love me you will keep 
my commandments’. And in the keeping of them, 
we know more and more of His love—and we are 
lost in the wonder of it. 
 
Jesus could say, ‘My food is to do the will of him 
who sent me’ (John 4: 34). Out of love, he hungered 
to do God’s will. Jesus found obedience to His 
Father’s will immensely satisfying. Their wills were 
one. 
 
Psalm 1 speaks of the man whose ‘delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and on His law He meditates day 
and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields fruit in its season, and its leaf 
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does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers” 
(verses 2, 3). Not only does obedience to the law of 
God do us good, but from it we yield good fruit. It’s 
no burden, but a delight to do. 
 
Is your delight in the law and will of God? Or are 
you like the person who said to the pastor, ‘I am a 
reluctant Christian’? He meant, ‘I obey God, but 
regretfully. I wish that I could do otherwise.’ Such 
is not really obedience at all. Martin Luther’s words 
are salutary here: ‘For even though you keep the 
law outwardly, with works, from the fear of 
punishment or love or reward, nevertheless you do 
all this without willingness, under compulsion; and 
you would rather do otherwise, if the law were not 
there. The conclusion is that you hate the law’ 
(Preface to Romans). And we can also add that this 
person hates God! 
 
To such a one, the law is separated from God’s 
person. It is not known in the reality of God’s love. 
He is disaffected with God, not wanting to do God’s 
will, but his own will. To live against love 
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is painful and destructive--both for us and for those 
whom we negate. 
It is in obedience to the will of God that true 
freedom is known. James speaks of God’s law as the 
perfect law of liberty (James 1: 25). And the 
Psalmist says, ‘Great peace have those who love thy 
law’ (Psalm 119: 165). Such peace and liberty are 
ours when God, by the Spirit of His Son, writes His 
laws in our hearts, when He forgives our 
lawlessness and sin, making us new creatures. 
Then, knowing God’s love, we love God and our 
delight is in the law of the Lord. 

LAW AND SIN 

In Galatians 2:19 Paul tells us of the Law’s action 
in dealing with sin. ‘For I through the law died to 
the law, that I might live to God.’ Notice that it is 
by the operation of the law that Paul is brought into 
a living relationship with God. The law is one with 
the gospel of grace in its thrust to bring us to God. 
It is by the judgement of God’s holy love acting 
against sin, by destroying it, that we ‘live to God’. 
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What is it to ‘live to God’? Pre-emptively we may 
say that it is to live for God- to live in His service 
and for His honour and glory. Certainly the person 
who lives to God will want to serve Him, but 
primarily Paul means that he is alive to God. He is 
no more dead to God. He knows God in a filial 
relationship. 
 
While the prodigal son was in the ‘far country’ and 
separated from his father, his father described him 
as ‘lost’ or ‘dead’. For the son, that experience was 
painful. But after the son’s return, the father said 
his son was ‘found’ and ‘alive’. Now the son is alive 
in relationship to his father. His. father is no longer 
remote, a disturbing memory from the past, or even 
a figure of which he spoke and thought abstractly. 
He is ‘Father’, ‘Dad’--and he knows him as such. 
 
When we ‘live to God’, God’s will as expressed in 
His law is no more an abstraction, a written code, 
separated from our heavenly Father. We know God 
as He is. His law is no more distasteful, not an 
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external letter, but the expression of the Father’s 
will for our lives. In this encounter with God His 
law is written in our hearts so that it is a delight to 
know and a joy to obey. 
 
The operation of sin upon the law is to pervert it 
and use it for its own ends. In reaction, the law 
activates sin so that treacherous evil might be 
brought to judgement, thus freeing us from sin and 
law’s condemnation of sin. 

Sin Deceitfully Uses law 

Sin deceitfully uses law to advance its own 
purposes. ‘For sin, finding opportunity in the 
commandment, deceived me and by it killed me’ 
(Romans 7: 11). Hebrews 3:13 warns about being 
‘hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.’ 
 
Paul personifies sin as a being, an entity whose 
foremost activity is to deceive. It constantly strives 
to cover itself up. Sin is ceaselessly striving to 
effectively whitewash over its decay, so that our 
knowledge of sin as sin is constantly thwarted and 
frustrated by sin’s own beguilement and sham. 
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Repeatedly the law says, ‘he (the person) who does 
these things (i.e. that the law commands) shall live 
by them’ (Romans 10: 5, Galatians 3: 12, Leviticus 
18: 5, Deuteronomy 30: 12ff). We have seen that it 
is in obedience to the will of God that we realise 
true liberty, peace and life. But sin takes hold of 
what. the law says and deceives us by twisting it. 
Thus we attempt to use our obedience to the law as 
the means of obtaining life. 
 
This was the great problem of Judaism. The law 
was the pre-eminent means of salvation and 
regarded as the ‘real substance’ of life. But it was 
abstracted from God. It was detached from God in 
that man does not trust in God for life, but in his 
obedience to a moral code. Thus the law is seized by 
man in his sin and reinterpreted as a new way of 
salvation in opposition to the promise of God. Sin 
seeks ‘to cast us into disaster by mirroring before us 
that we must seek our salvation from the law’. 
(Schippers in Berkower, page 176). 
 
The Pharisees busied themselves in the law. Alas, 
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much of modern Christianity falls into the same 
error. We may be ardent in defending the moral 
standards of the Bible and even argue that behind 
the law is the Lawgiver - God Himself. Yet it is a 
law abstracted from God and divorced from the 
living knowledge of Him. Hence Jesus reproved and 
rebuked those who, He said, ‘have taken away the 
key of knowledge’ (Luke 11: 52). 
 
When we use the law this way we manipulate it 
and control it. We also use it and our obedience to it 
to boast of our doings. Sin misemploys the law to 
hold God in our debt. Thus we know a law without 
Christ, a zeal without insight. We are blinded and 
hardened. Paul writes, ‘They have a zeal for God, 
but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness that comes from God and seeking to 
establish their own, they do not submit to God’s 
righteousness’ ‘(Romans 10: 2, 3). Such people are 
‘dead’ to God and trapped in the dreadful deceit of 
‘their own sin. 

Law Exposes Sin 

Law exposes sin, making us see its true nature 
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and our death situation. ‘What shall we say? That 
the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had not been 
for the law, I should not have known sin. I should 
not have known what it is to covet if the law had 
not said, “You shall not covet”. Coveting, desire, the 
idolatry of ambition, has its basis in the 
imagination and will of men and expresses itself in 
his actions. This tenth commandment also makes it 
clear that the law is not a mere external 
behavioural code, but has to do with the heart and 
its desires. Hence the law is spiritual and shows us 
what we are. 
 
Romans 3:20 says: ‘For no human being will be 
justified in his sight by works of the law, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin.’ If we take 
hold of the law as a means to make ourselves right 
with God, when that law really breaks in on us, it 
will give us a true X-ray picture of ourselves. 
Galatians 3:19 says, ‘Why then the law? It was 
added because of transgression . . .’. Connect with 
this Romans 7: 13, where Paul says that the law is 
given ‘in order that sin might be shown to be 
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sin, and through the commandment might become 
sinful beyond measure’. 
 
Because the law shows us the will of God and is the 
expression of God’s character, it is like a mirror 
showing us what we should be in the light of God’s 
requirement and demand for obedience in our lives 
(James 1: 22, 23). We could compare the law with a 
straight edge which, when placed alongside our 
lives, not only measures us, but depicts our 
irregularities and our non-conformity with the will 
of God. 
 
The law sharpens and brings into focus that which 
by nature and creation we are designed to be, but 
which has become disfigured and perverted by sin, 
and clouded by our guilt. 
 
However, such knowledge of our sin is more than a 
simple theoretical acknowledgment of the fact that 
we have sinned. Most people would agree that they 
have failed .to be all that God expects them to be. 
But law in this context is an abstraction. When the 
law, as the holy law of the holy living 
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God, breaks in on men, then it comes with the 
conviction of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. The 
terrible evil and horror of sin is exposed, revealing 
our hatred of the law as hatred of God. 

Law Activates Sin 

 
‘While we were living in the flesh, our sinful 
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our 
members to bear fruit for death’ (Romans 7: 5). Sin 
is aroused, excited and inflamed into action by the 
law. 
In verse 8 of Romans 7, it states that the law is the 
springboard for sin. ‘But sin finding opportunity in 
the commandment wrought in me all kinds of 
covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead.’ 
Martin Luther felt what Paul is saying here, when 
he said, ‘The law was not given to make us good, 
but to make us bad’. He meant it not only shows us 
our badness, but the law provokes that badness into 
more and more activity. 
 
Psychologically we have all experienced the 
prohibition, which says, ‘Don’t do it’ actually be- 
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coming the very cause of our doing. For example, 
‘Don’t touch the wet pane provokes us to touch it. 
But the Bible is concerned with more than giving us 
a common psychological maxim. The law produces 
and manifests our defiance to the will of God and 
exhibits our thrust to defiantly find liberation and 
life through our own autonomy. 
 
And it goes deeper than this. Paul says, ‘I was once 
alive apart from the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died; the 
very commandment which promised life proved to 
be death to me’ (Romans 7: 9-10). Now we know 
that as a strict Pharisee, Paul was never without 
law. Like the rest of Judaism, Paul believed that 
sin could be conquered and beaten by the discipline 
of obedience to the law. He confesses his pre-
Christian behaviour and observance of the law as 
outwardly impeccable, in Philippians 3, when he 
says, ‘as to the law a pharisee . . . as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless’ (verses 5, 
6). 
 
Because ‘Paul used the law deceitfully and sinfully 
as an external code, he considered that he was ‘good 
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enough’, because the law had nothing on him. But 
once the spiritual reality of the law saying, ‘Thou 
shalt not covet’, broke in on Paul, he saw the law as 
it really is. He saw his religious ambitionism. So he 
tried to obey the law’s spiritual demands, only to 
see sin spring more and more into life. Knowing 
that the law promised life, Paul tried to keep it, 
only to discover that the more he tried, the more he 
failed. 
 
The law brings out the rottenness of sin. We are 
told, ‘Law comes in to increase the trespass’ 
(Romans 5: 20). In fact, rather than obedience to 
the law being the means of salvation from sin, we 
are told, ‘The power of sin is the law’ (I Corinthians 
15: 56). As the law shows us our sin, so we know 
our failure and our guilt. From our sense of shame 
and guilt, we attempt to reform the situation by 
obeying the demands of the law. But all this does is 
goads and excites us to sin more, as the law accuses 
and condemns our failures. 

The Law ‘Works Wrath’ 

Romans 4:15—’For the law brings wrath, but 
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where there is no law there is no transgression’. 
The experience of ‘transgression’ is the experience 
of wrath. Wrath is the experience of our sin, as that 
entity works upon us and especially as it has a 
powerful effect upon our consciences. We live 
against the law of God, and so against the love of 
God. As we do this we also live against what we are 
structured to be. We live against the whole thrust 
of the created world in which God is constantly and 
dynamically operating. Now as the law comes, so 
that which is inwritten in the creation accuses and 
condemns us. Sin is inflamed, and we are awry in 
the universe. In Galatians 3: 13, Paul calls this ‘the 
curse’. This is the sense of knowing we are not right 
in God’s universe. And as sin deceitfully uses the 
law to justify itself, so in all its intensity, that law 
brings to us, experientially, our true condition, and 
the pressure of impending judgement breaks in 
upon us. 
 
Romans 1, verses 18 and following should be read 
to see how this wrath activates in man. Then, in 
Psalm 7 we are told, ‘God is angry with sinners 
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all the day long’. Ceaselessly they experience the 
pain of living against God and against love. Or 
Psalm 38 describes the terrible experience of this 
wrath as it bums in the conscience, weighs like an 
intolerable burden on us, and works out its effects 
in our bodies. 

The Law Leads us to Christ for Liberation 

Galatians 2: 23, 24 explains this. ‘Now before faith 
came, we were confined under the law, kept under 
restraint until faith should be revealed. So that the 
law was our custodian until Christ came, that we 
might be justified by faith.’ The law imprisons us. It 
condemns us and accuses us of our guilt. Our 
burdened conscience sees the law as harsh and 
antagonistic. The law is called a ‘custodian’, who in 
the Greek family structure was the pedagogue, a 
slave-teacher who disciplined the children and led 
them to school. So Paul is saying that the law leads 
us to Christ, so that in Him the judgement which 
the law demands and the wrath and guilt on our 
consciences may be executed. We are then liberated 
and justified. 
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This is a remarkable thing! Through all of sin’s 
deceptive twisting of the law, the law, which is holy, 
just and good, leads us to the place of true 
freedom.’I by the law died to the law, that I might 
live in God.’ The law slays us. It condemns us. We 
know its wrath against sin. In the cross of Jesus 
Christ the law of holy love condemns our sin in 
Him. It is the law which conquers. It is love and 
grace in hand with the law which damns our sin 
and nails it to the cross where it belongs. The law 
has its judgement against sin, and in the judging of 
sin we are judged- in the cross of Jesus Christ. So 
we die to the law’s penalty in Jesus Christ. Being 
dead to that guilt and wrath, and free from sin’s 
power, we live to God, love God and delight in His 
law- His law of holy love. 

JESUS CHRIST FULFILS  
THE LAW 

Some may have thought when they heard and saw 
the ministry of Jesus, that He was overthrowing 
the law. He was a stark contrast to the pharisee’s 
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twisting of the law into a legalistic system. But 
Jesus says, ‘Think not that I have come to abolish 
the law and the prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfil them’ (Matthew 5: 17). 
There is no contradiction between the law of God 
and the love of Christ. Indeed, Jesus reaffirms the 
‘spiritual’ nature of the law displayed in the Ten 
Commandments themselves (especially seen in the 
tenth, ‘Thou shalt not covet’) and heard in the 
preaching of the prophets. Jesus speaks of hate as 
being the quality of murder, and illicit lust in the 
imagination as adultery. ‘For I tell you,’ Jesus says, 
‘unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and the Pharisees, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 5: 20). 
 
In Luke 24: 44, after His resurrection, Jesus tells 
the disciples ‘that everything written about Me in 
the law of Moses, and the prophets and the psalms, 
must be fulfilled’. The law points to that fulfilment. 
That fulfilment is a necessity. Its goal has to do 
with the purpose and goal of creation as God 
designed it out of His love. Because of a 
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distorted view of the law, some see a contradiction 
between law and the love practised by Jesus. But 
He does not abrogate or overthrow the law; he 
fulfils it. 
Paul does not set the Gospel of Christ over against 
the law as a new concept of God. Anything that 
should detract from the divine nature is far from 
His mind. He rejects in absolute terms the idea of 
keeping the law as a means of making ourselves 
right with God. But against His critics who felt 
threatened by grace and the freedom of the Gospel 
of Christ, He says, ‘Do we then overthrow the law 
by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we 
uphold the law’ (Romans 3: 31; Galatians 3: 21; 
Romans 7: 12, 2: 13; 2: 6ff, Ephesians 2: 10; Titus 
2:11 - 14; Romans 8: 3f). 
 
Romans 10: 4: ‘For Christ is the end of the law.’ In 
the context of this verse Paul means that Christ 
brings to an end that guilty thrust of men to 
establish their own righteousness by works of the 
law. This comes about because Jesus Christ is the 
goal to which law leads for liberation and life. In 
Christ 
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the law’s demands are completed, Jesus Christ 
fulfils the law in His life of Sonly obedience, and in 
His death on the cross. In Christ the purpose, goal 
and demands of the law are fulfilled. 
 
The consequence of this is depicted in the last part 
of the verse. ‘For Christ is the end of the law, that 
everyone who has faith may be justified.’ 
Justification is acquittal from condemnation. It is 
pardon from the sentence which the law demands. 
It is to be judged free, and by faith, to know it. 
 
We are not freed from the law by a new Gospel 
which overthrows laws. We are not freed by 
ignoring, changing, or, manipulating it. We are 
freed only as the purpose and the demand of the 
law is fulfilled-fulfilled in us. This is the same law 
which is inwritten in our lives. 

Christ Completed the Ceremonial Law 

The Jewish law included several components. 
 
(a) Moral law as outlined and summarised in the 
Ten Commandments. 
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(b) Judicial law which was given to the Israelites as 
a means for living together as a theocracy. The law 
included much that was ceremonial and had to do 
with such things as dietary laws, ritual washings, 
and the covenant of circumcision. 
 
(c) Observance of holy days, feasts and pilgrimages. 
 
(d) The whole cultic practice of the Worship, with 
its ritual, rules and its emphasis on the temple 
sacrifices. 
After affirming the fulfilment of the law’s demands 
worked out in the judgement of grace in Christ’s 
cross, Paul writes in Colossians 2: 16, 17, ‘Therefore 
let no one pass judgement on you in question of food 
and drink or with regard to a festival or a new 
moon or a sabbath, These are only a shadow of 
what is to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ’. 
 
These laws are ‘only a shadow of what is to come’. 
How often we get side-tracked into thinking the 
‘shadow’ is the real thing. This happens because 
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we have not seen that Christ has fulfilled the law. 
Thus our ritual and our rites become additives to 
Christ. Tradition requires a mystique which 
captures us. Instead of the rite of baptism being a 
sign and assurance of the grace of God, it becomes a 
means to receiving that grace. Dietary rules 
develop into laws, and we fall into the pharisees’ 
trap that sees laws as a means of salvation. The 
gospel becomes frosted --cold and hard. We become 
bound and hounded by our own cultural 
interpretations and ideas. Paul says, ‘These have 
indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting 
rigour of devotion and self-abasement and severity 
to the body, but they are of no value in checking the 
indulgence of the flesh’ (Colossians 2: 23). As we 
have seen, such law only flames and excites sin. 
 
But we live in the era of fulfilment! ‘A shadow has 
no permanent reality apart from the body which 
projects it. Indeed, when the body stands directly 
beneath the light, the shadow disappears’ (H. M. 
Carson, Commentary, page 72). Jesus Christ is that 
body. He is the fulfilment of the age of prepara- 
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tion. Thus in Mark 7: 9, in a controversy over 
Jewish tradition and dietary rules, it says, ‘He 
declares all foods dean’. Jesus abolishes the 
distinction between ceremonially clean and unclean 
foods (cf. Acts 11:5ff). ‘For everything created by 
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving’ (I Timothy 4: 4). 
 
A similar emphasis is given in the letter to Hebrews 
regarding the Old Testament sacrificial system. 
Those, too, are called a ‘a copy of the true one’, or ‘a 
shadow of the good things to come’ (Hebrews 9: 24; 
10: 1). They were preparatory, and in vivid form 
showed the dreadful reality of sin and the 
judgement demanded on it, as seen in the sacrifice 
of animals. In pictorial forms, the sacrifices visibly 
showed how God would remove sin and were a 
pledge of His forgiveness. They all pointed to Christ 
the true lamb, for it is impossible for animal 
sacrifices to remove human guilt or to ease the 
conscience. Rather, the very repetition of the 
ceremonies pointed out that conscience was not 
cleaned. 
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But the fulfilment has come in Jesus Christ. ‘For by 
a single offering he has perfected for all times those 
who are sanctified’ (Hebrews 10: 14). Jesus Christ 
actually, once and for all, judged and destroyed our 
sin in His cross. By a new and living way He 
brought His people into the presence of God 
(Hebrews 10: 19ff). He has cleansed their 
consciences from ‘dead works to serve the living 
God’ (Hebrews 9: 14). Hence the time of sacrificing 
for sin is completed. The new day has arrived! 
 
Christ Fulfilled the Law’s Demands (i.e. the 
moral demands of the law) 
The law, God’s holy, just and good law, demands 
obedience and judgement when it is broken. 
 
The word which we need to take seriously here is, 
‘The Lord is slow to anger and of great might, and 
the Lord will by no means clear the guilty’ (Nahum 
1: 3). And expressed again in the words spoken to 
Moses as the Lord passed before him, ‘The Lord, the 
Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands 
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and forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
but who will by no means clear the guilty’ (Exodus 
34: 6, 7; cf Numbers 14: 18; Amos 8: 2). Also in the 
New Testament, Jesus’ words, ‘For judgement I 
came into this world’ (John 9: 38). 
 
Possibly you are surprised at this. But God cannot 
be slack about His law. His law is not an arbitrary 
system which He can adjust, even out of mercy. God 
condemns bribery of any kind, and it is most 
serious when judges receive bribes or give favours. 
God cannot waive that which is His own holy and 
just character. He cannot compromise Himself, or 
wink at sin. God does not bend His rules, or grade 
on a curve. His love is such that He must act 
against evil--act against it in judgement. If God 
were otherwise, He would be capricious and could 
never be trusted. 
 
Thus in the Bible, salvation is linked with 
judgement. We are saved not by skirting around 
judgement, but through judgement. We are saved 
by a love which goes out in judgement and acts on 
our sin by damning it. Only in this way will the 
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conscience know peace, because our consciences 
demand judgement. Remember that the law is the 
writing up of what is inwritten in creation and in 
man. The law cannot be waived or we go against 
the essential structure of things. Our conscience 
cannot be deluded, or handed an immoral love. 
 
The demand of the law is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 4: 4, 5 says, ‘But when the time had fully 
come, God sent forth his son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law’. The eternal Son of God is born a man, and in 
so doing adds humanity to Himself. Sin is a human 
thing, thus it must be handled by a human being. 
Jesus does this by submitting to the law in 
obedience, as a son. 
 
At His baptism Jesus identifies Himself with sinful 
humanity by submitting to John’s baptism for 
repentance of sins. This coincides with Isaiah 53: 
12, ‘and he was numbered with the transgressors’--
meaning that Jesus put Him serf on an equal 
footing with sinners. He says to John the Baptiser, 
‘It is fitting [or us to fulfill all righteousness’ 
(Matthew 3: 15). 
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All righteousness is to be fulfilled for us in the 
obedient action of Jesus Christ. It is at His baptism 
that Jesus is anointed as Messiah for His ministry 
and for the fulfilling of all righteousness. 
 
Jesus’ obedience was one of willing surrender to the 
will of God, not a grinding obedience. The Son of 
God is the obedient servant whose greatest 
satisfaction is to do the will of His Father. This Son 
does not rebel like the first son, Adam. We can 
describe Christ’s entire work as obedience. There 
was no false contrast between ‘inner’ and ‘outer’ 
obedience. All the issues of His life were from His 
heart. Thus Philippians 2:8 says that in His self-
emptying and humbling Himself, Christ became 
‘obedient even unto death, even death on a cross’. 
 
That cross was the great objective of Christ’s 
obedience. This was His unique task as Messiah. 
His obedience is inseparable from His sacrifice. It is 
God’s will that He comes to do. ‘And by that will we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all’ (Hebrews 10: 10). 
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Christ’s obedience is in laying down His life for us, 
and by His love, we are in Him. The obedient one 
takes our disobedience. For us He fulfils all 
righteousness. He attracts to Himself, and absorbs 
into Himself our sins- ‘he bears our sin in his body 
on the tree’. The law’s demands for obedience are 
fulfilled in Him. 

THE LAW’S JUDGEMENT ON SIN IS 

EXECUTED IN JESUS CHRIST 

Jesus says, ‘The Son of man must suffer many 
things . . . and be killed . . .’ (Mark 8: 31). That 
suffering is the judgement of the law and the utter 
rejection He experiences. He sees that His death 
has to do with judgement when, as the shadow of 
the cross looms larger and larger, He says, ‘Now is 
the judgement of this world’ (John 12: 31). 
 
The judgement of law upon sin is executed in Jesus 
Christ. ‘For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: sending His own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just 
requirement might be fulfilled in us . . .’ It is 
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as Jesus Christ takes us (our sin) into His own 
sinless person that it is condemned in His cross. 
That condemnation is the action of the law. That 
judgement which the law works in our conscience 
and body, Jesus Christ takes into His body, so that 
our conscience becomes His conscience. The law 
works out its total judgement, and is fulfilled in us 
because Christ dies not only for us, but in Him we 
die and are judged. 
 
‘I through the law died to the law,’ says Paul. When 
did he die to the law? When the law slew him. 
When the law worked death and terror in him by 
sin. When the law condemned him! Paul explains 
this in the next verse. ‘I have been crucified with 
Christ’ (Galatians 2: 19, 20). He means that Jesus’ 
suffering for sin was the law slaying him, and that 
as the evil of us was taken by Christ up into that 
cross, so we were slain, judged and put to death in 
His crucifixion. 
 
Thus on the cross Jesus triumphantly calls out in 
death, ‘It is finished’. It is completed and fulfilled. 
The law’s demand has been met. God in His love 
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has judged sin. The penalty is paid. Jesus Christ 
has taken the ‘curse’ and exhausted it. He has felt 
the dread sting of sin in His death and, by that 
death, has withdrawn that sting. He has cancelled 
the charge against us, because we were in Christ. 
Paul says, ‘And you, who were dead in trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, having cancelled the bond which stood 
against us with its legal demands; this he set aside 
nailing it to His cross’ (Colossians 2: 13, 14). The 
legal demands of the law were fulfilled in the 
judgement of the cross. The charge was fulfilled and 
so cancelled when its demands were met in, and 
nailed to, the cross. 

WE ARE FREED! 

‘Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who has 
faith may be justified.’ With the judgement passed, 
and our penalty being completed, we are free. We 
have passed through judgement. Our guilt has been 
judged. We are not on the wrong side of 
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the law. The law has nothing of which to accuse 
us—nothing in us or on us. 
 
Paul says, ‘But now we are discharged from the 
law, dead to that which held us captive’. We died to 
the law in the death of Christ (Romans 7: 6, 4). Or 
he says ‘We know that our old self (our old sinful 
humanity) was crucified with him so that the sinful 
body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed 
(acquitted) from sin’ (Romans 6: 6, 7). We died 
when Christ died. He died our death. Therefore we 
are free from that death and the judgement. So, 
there is ‘No condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus’. This is where sin loses its power, 
because the law can no longer inflame it. Without 
the threat of penalty, the threat of death and the 
threat of judgement, we are no longer captured by 
our guilt and the need to justify ourselves by law-
keeping. Hence the law does not provoke to sin, 
because ‘we are not under law but under grace’ 
(Romans 6: 14). 
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THE LAW IS VINDICATED IN THE 

JUDGEMENT OF GRACE 

In the cross of Christ we see the true nature of the 
law. We see it as love—holy love in action—which 
brings life by consuming sin. In seeing that, so we 
see God as He is- as love- and our fear is expelled. 
We have a new attitude to God. The reality and 
knowledge of sin is seen and the deceitful twist sin 
gives to the law is exposed. The law can now be 
seen as a beautiful thing, a delight to know and a 
joy to obey. 
 
Is this how you see the law of God? Or are you 
trying to ‘do it yourself? Are you trusting in the 
works you do? Or have you faith in Christ, the one 
who fulfils and frees you from the prison of the law? 
 
It is not enough to know about Jesus Christ and to 
know about the law. You need to know the 
fulfilment of the law in Christ. You need to know 
that it is therefore fulfilled in us, and to know that 
you are free from the law. Such knowing is by 
‘faith’. This faith is the gift of grace. 
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It is ceasing to strain by ourselves and resting in 
what Christ has fulfilled. 
 
Here is the vindication of the law. We don’t 
overthrow it, but, in Christ, uphold it. Yet, if we 
strain to do it ourselves, we make Christ’s death of 
no account and we deny the very nature and goal of 
the law. If we would do it by our own lawkeeping, 
then we set out to do what can never be done by 
sinful people. God’s thorough righteousness as 
testified in the law and the prophets, has now 
manifested itself fully in Jesus Christ. ‘The 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction; since 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
they are justified as a gift through the redemption, 
which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 
a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith’ 
(Romans 3: 22 - 24). 

THE LAW IN THE HEART 

This section deals with what it means for God’s law 
to be written in our hearts, how this happens, 
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and what it means to live in the dynamic reality of 
this fact.God says: ‘I will put my laws on their 
hearts, and write them on their minds’ (Hebrews 
10: 16). The will of God as expressed in His law and 
written on tablets of stone is implanted into our 
beings. So real is this that it becomes the animating 
life principle of our lives. When the law of God is 
inwritten in our lives, it not only affects us 
emotionally or experientially, but it reshapes our 
lives, making new persons of us. This cannot 
remain just a religious or biblical theory. 

New Relationships with God 

This is knowing God. Jeremiah speaks of a new 
covenant which God will make with His people. 
‘But this is the covenant which I will make with the 
House of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it 
upon their hearts; and I will be their God and they 
shall be my people. And no longer shall each man 
teach his neighbour and each his brother, say- 
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ing, “Know the Lord”, for they shall know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for 
I will forgive their iniquity and I will remember 
their sin no more’ (verses 33, 34). 
 
For God’s law to be written in our lives is to truly 
know God. This involves a new and restored 
relationship with Him, where our previous sin and 
guilt is forgiven and forgotten. The division, 
separation, lostness, and enmity is dissolved. We 
are no more estranged, but restored, reconciled and 
at one with Him. 
 
To know God is not to propositionally know about 
Him, merely at an ideas level. That is when the law 
and will of God is an external abstract letter M and 
Paul says, ‘The written code kills, but the Spirit 
gives life’ (II Corinthians 3: 6). To know God is to 
know life. Jesus calls such immediate, present and 
continuous knowing ‘eternal life’ (John 17:3 ). To 
live in such a relationship with Him is to experience 
His love, know His forgiveness and be one with Him 
as obedient sons who cry, ‘Abba, Father’. 
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Do you know God? Or is your knowledge of God 
remote abstract, or an accumulation of ideas about 
God? When the Spirit of God writes God’s laws in 
our hearts we discover that knowing the law of God 
is inseparable from knowing God Himself. This is 
our new relationship with Him. 

New Integrity for Man 

This is the integrity of wholeness, completeness and 
entirety. It is having a whole heart in the place of a 
divided heart, a new heart of flesh in place of a cold 
heart of stone. The divided heart is dislocated, 
unfeeling, flinty and obstinate. It may see the law 
of God as an abstract moral code, or may even 
acknowledge it to be the will of God, but finds no 
inward response to it. Its affections are elsewhere 
than on God; rather, it is attached to various 
idolatries. That heart is out of harmony and 
confused. It knows pain because it has to live 
against the will of God, His love and the very 
structure of the universe. 
Ezekiel 11:19 says, ‘And I will give them one 
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heart, and put a new spirit within them; I will take 
the stony heart out of their flesh and give them a 
heart of flesh.’ 
The new heart of flesh is unified, feeling and 
harmonious. It has been freed from idolatrous 
attachments and their accompanying bondages. 
There is no more confusion or division of the will of 
God and the will of man. Instead there is unity with 
the purpose of God. It is singleminded. The fruit of 
this renewal and wholeness is joy in the hearing 
and doing of the will and commands of God. ‘I will 
give them one heart and one way’, God says 
(Jeremiah 32: 39). 

A New Obedience 

Outflowing from the new integrity and resulting 
from the new relationship comes a new obedience to 
God. It comes from the heart and is a willing 
obedience. In Romans 6:17 Paul says that the 
previous ‘slaves of sin have become obedient from 
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you 
were committed.’ There is no more sluggish obedi- 
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ence, which is immoral and results in ‘dead works’. 
Jesus says, ‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments’ (John 14: 15). John Says, ‘His 
commandments are not burdensome’ (I John 5: 3) q 
because the law of God is known as the law of love. 
The law of love is written into hearts of flesh; we 
have been born again. The work of the Holy Spirit 
makes us new creatures; new sons who relate to 
God their Father as obedient sons. 
 
What kind of appetite do you have for the will of 
God? Why is it that we find the will of God and the 
word of God so dull? Why does it take so much 
effort to even get to heating His word, and why do 
we complain if that hearing takes a few minutes 
more than an hour one day in seven? It is because 
of hearts that are stony, divided, unresponsive and 
hardened to God? We make decisions, 
commitments, vows and promises to God, but we 
are not cleansed and freed. The heart has not been 
changed. Afterwards, it has been back to ‘business 
as usual’. But God looks upon the heart, and 
demands a change of heart. 
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Through the Action of Cleansing and 
Forgiveness 

In Jeremiah 31:34 the writing of the law in our 
hearts and our knowing God is consequent to God’s 
total forgiveness. ‘For I will forgive their iniquity 
and I will remember their sin no more’. There can 
be no change of heart and no willing obedience 
flowing from the law being implanted in our hearts 
until that forgiveness is known. Guilt stemming 
from our sins keeps our heart divided and gives a 
hard, disjointed view of God. Hence we have an 
enmity and a hate for God. 
 
God’s total forgiveness comes through the cross of 
Jesus Christ. When we see that cross, we see what 
God has done with our sin. As we see Jesus’ body 
broken on that cross, bearing the judgement of our 
sin, we see that God has condemned our sin and in 
His holy love, consumed every stain of our 
pollution. It’s where we see the law in. action that 
we enter into the very presence of God Himself. The 
barrier between us and God is tom down in Jesus’ 
death. Hebrews 10:22 says, ‘Let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
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with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water’. 
When God cleanses us from the guilt and pollution 
of our sin and idolatry, He makes us clean. 

Communicated by the Holy Spirit 

The new heart, and the inwriting of the law in our 
hearts is the work of the Spirit. He shows us the 
action of the cross in forgiveness. Paul says, ‘God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us’. This is the 
same love expressed in the law. Yet it is aim the 
love of the cross. The love which, ‘While we were yet 
helpless, Christ died for the ungodly’. That love 
which God demonstrates ‘in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us’ (Romans 5: 5, 6, 8), This 
is the love which overleaps our sin so that we are 
told, ‘Law came in to increase the trespass; but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more’ 
(Romans 5: 20). 
 
This is an amazing thing. The Holy Spirit goes 
before and gives us eyes to see the judgement of 



THE DELIGHT OF LAW 

 48

God’s love in the cross. Such love evokes us to 
believe in Christ, and in so doing, we receive the 
Spirit. So ‘we love because he first loved us’. Now 
being cleansed and free to do so, we become 
obedient from the heart. 
With the love of the Spirit indwelling us, the law is 
written in our hearts. Remember, love is the 
meaning of the law. Love is the fullness of the law, 
and that law is the outworking of love. To love is to 
obey God. To obey God is to love. John says: ‘And 
this is love, that we follow his commandments, that 
you follow love’ (II John 6). 
This is not reducible to a simple accumulation of 
religious knowledge. It is the act of absolute grace, 
livingly bringing us to new birth by the Holy Spirit. 
It is not a contrivance of man, but the action of the 
Spirit of grace. 

LIVING IN THE NEW LIFE OF  
THE SPIRIT 

Romans 7: 6: ‘But now we are discharged from the 
law (i.e. the law’s accusation for guilt, its 
condemnation and bondage) having died to that 
which 
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held us captive, so that we serve not under the old 
written code, but in the new life of the Spirit’, Again 
we are told, ‘The written code kills, but the Spirit 
gives life’ (II Corinthians 3:6). 
 
To serve or obey God in the new life of the Spirit is 
to walk in love. It is to live out our lives in the 
liberty and the love which the Spirit has brought to 
us. To go back to the letter, Paul warns in 
Galatians, is to go back to the curse. It is a work of 
the flesh. Rather, now that we are free to do so, we 
practise love- which is the fulfilling of the law. The 
fruit of the Spirit is love. Sin is beaten not by the 
energy of the flesh, but by the Spirit. ‘If by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live’ (Romans 8: 13). 
 
There is no division between the written word and 
the word in our hearts. It is the same law. In our 
wholeness, the written word has a correspondence 
with the word in our hearts. Hence, with the 
Psalmist we can say, ‘O, how I love your law’. Our 
delight is in the law of the Lord. We concur with 
Paul when he says, ‘I delight in the law of 
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God in my inmost self’ . . . ‘For neither circumcision 
,counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but 
keeping the commandments of God’ (Romans 7: 22, 
I Corinthians 7: 19). ‘Not being without law toward 
God, but under the law of Christ’ (I Corinthians 9: 
21 ). 
What a delight it is -- because to obey is to live in 
love. It is as we love that we live. God’s law tells us 
more and more of His love, and what it means to 
love. With the love of that law now written in our 
hearts, we can say, ‘With my whole heart I seek 
thee; let me not wander from thy commandments! I 
have laid up thy word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee . ‘. . . In the way of thy testimonies 
I delight as much as in all riches.’ (Psalm 119: 10, 
11, 14). 
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